











































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

[ R

TRN.001.006.1550

It relates to the incident that

Frank McCue spoke about in evidence. Can you see the

last line there, the last entry:

"The _ gets very angry and gives him rather

severe punishment."

And then there's a reference in the following entry

to the || arclooising for the unfair treatment.

Do I take it from what you've said that you know

nothing about this incident?

Well, I've no memory of it, no.

I think you're aware, John, that there have also been

allegations made against you, in particular during your

first period at St Ninian's. You're aware of these

allegations?

I am, vyes.

That's correct.

Again, if you look at the key in front of you, you'll

see the name John has been allocated to a particular

individual.

Do you recognise the name?

but you didn't remember the
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name?

At that time, no.

Again, the evidence the ingquiry has ingathered in
connection with this person, who died, I'll put it to
you. It's the transcript at TRN.001.006.0959. While
we're waiting for that, he was at St Ninian's from
_ 1969 to - 1971, so that would have covered
part of your period at St Ninian's.

That's correct.

If we turn on to page 0960, at line 16, this is what has

been noted:

"Brother was the only teacher who abused me
while I was at St Ninian's. While I was at the school
I was abused by the brother only at night."

And he talks about being a bed-wetter. He'd be
taken out of bed for the toilet and have a shower if he
had wet the bed. Then he goes on to say:

"I remember the abuse happening about two times per
week. I can't remember the first occasion, I just
remember it happening."

Then he goes on to describe incidents of sexual

abuse -- I'll give you the opportunity of looking at
that -- which involved you playing with his penis, being
erect, and ejaculating during this process. Did any of

this happen?
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TRN.001.006.1552

No.

He also talked about, if you go on to page 0962,

a similar sort of sexual abuse happening in your room.
He indicates at one point that there was a money tin and
he stole it to use the money to escape the school. Do
you remember some incident of that sort happening?

No.

The other person who has made allegations against you
gave evidence on commission at -; do you
remember that happening? That's the person whose name
is Stewart on the key. Do you recognise the name?

I recognise the name, yes.

Do you recognise the name as someone who had been at the
school when you were there?

No.

If I could turn to the transcript at TRN.001.006.0967.
At line 17 he says:

"I was once caught smoking cigarettes by [you] and
as a punishment he made me smoke a whole packet of
cigarettes until I was ill with them.

Did that happen-?

No, no.
He says in the next paragraph that you had two budgies
in your room in a wooden cage; did you?

I have no recollection of that at all.
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Were there budgies at the school?

I don't think so, no. I was never a bird lover, really.

Then on the following page, he goes on to say, 0968,
that he was sexually abused by you in your room. Did
that happen?

No.

You're aware of these allegations, I think?

I am indeed, yes.

He goes on to tell us about a time when he was ill with
a kidney infection and when he was recovering, you
visited him and again you sexually abused him. That's
on page 0968. Did that happen-?

No, it didn't happen, no.

He also said that you took him to Plymouth on

a particular occasion. Did that happen?

That happened, yes.

If we look at a document, it's PSS.001.007.5254. 1Is
this a letter written by you dated 30 June 197172

It is, yes.

Are you writing here to this particular person's
social worker?

Social worker, yes.

What you're asking is for permission to take this boy,
along with another boy, to Plymouth for a fortnight's

holiday in late July; is that correct?
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169

That's correct, yes.

Is it the case that the two boys did go to Plymouth and
stayed in the first instance with yourself and your
family?

For the whole instance.

Again, you'll be aware that Stewart said that on that
visit he was sexually abused by yourself?

Yes.

You're aware of these allegations?

I am indeed, yes.

What is your response to these allegations?

It didn't happen.

Are you able to provide any assistance as to why this
particular individual, and indeed the other individuals,
are making up these stories about you in particular?
No, I don't know. I mean, I've really racked my brain
over that. I've no idea.

The other person whose evidence I want to put to you --
again his name is on the list. He doesn't want to be
anonymous. His name is Alexander Shannon. Do you
recognise the name?

I recognise the name, yes.

Do you remember the individual from St Ninian's?

From Falkland, no, I don't, no, although I think
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170

In his transcript he tells us about an incident that he
said involved yourself and that's at TRN.001.006.0765.

At line 12 he tells us that he swore at you and then
he ran away and he goes on to say:

"He then chased me from the dining rooms up to the
brother's -- the social worker's office. I went in
there because I didn't know where to run in the home and
they cornered me in there and I must have then got
punched and kicked for quite a while and I remember it
was pitch black and I remember howling and screaming and
I just wanted away."

He goes on to describe the nature of the attack and
that he was badly beaten and injured. I think you are
again aware of these allegations. Did this happen with
this individual?

No, no, it didn't happen.

Do you think this is a case of mistaken identity, he's
thinking of someone else?

It could be, it's possible.

He goes on towards the bottom of page 0766 when he's
asked at line 24:

"Question: Did you see how he behaved towards other
children?

"Answer: He was the same with them. He didn't just

single me out. It was just his way and everybody knew
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171

he had a short temper."

You would say that doesn't describe your character?
Not at all, no.

The last person's evidence I want to put to you is the
person whose name you see is Alan on the pseudonym list,
if you look at the list.

Yes.

You recognise that particular individual?

I recognise that from _ that name.

But you don't have any recollection --

Of the person at the time, no.

If I take you to what he said in evidence in the
transcript, it's at TRN.001.006.0712.

Towards the bottom of that particular page, he
describes an incident where he says that you gave him
a beating:

"He pinned me to the sofa and he was punching me
about my head and body because I was so upset and angry
I wasn't getting out."

And he goes on to say that he had injuries. Did
that happen?

No.
So again, either he's mistaken you for somebody else or
he's making it up; these are the options?

I can't comment on that, really.
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Did you listen to accounts of abuse, in particular

focusing on Brothers Farrell and Kelly?

I did.

Were you surprised at what was being said?

More than that. Shocked, I think.

We know that there were convictions of both brothers.
Did you have any inkling at all that anything of that
sort was taking place at St Ninian's when you were there
as a NN

No, not at all.

What shocked you?

Well, I think the level of abuse that they were found

guilty of shocked me, and also the amount of sexual
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abuse that appeared to have happened, that shocked me.
I think you tell us towards the latter part of your
statement -- this is on page 17, WIT.003.002.1381 --
that:

"Having listened to the trial, listening to the
trauma of some of the complainants, the level, number
and detail they were able to provide, left me believing
that there had to have been some abuse."

Was that the conclusion you came to?

That was the conclusion I came to, yes.

But you go on to say that of course at this time you did
not stay on the premises.

I didn't, I didn't stay overnight.

Overnight, yes. You have already told us what your
hours would be, from 8 until about 6.

Roughly 8 to 6, yes. It wasn't rigid.

As you've already said, you spent quite some time off
the premises in connection with your various
responsibilities.

I did, vyes.

MR MacAULAY: Very well, John. Those are all the questions

A.

I have for you. I think I've covered all that I've been
asked to ask that would be relevant to you and thank you
for coming to give your evidence today.

Thank you.
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LADY SMITH: Are there any outstanding applications for
questions of this witness? No.

John, those are all the questions for you today.
Thank you very much for coming along to elaborate on the
written statement that you provided so carefully to us.
That was very helpful in both respects, both to have
your written evidence and your oral evidence today. I'm
now able to let you go with my thanks.

A. Thank you.

(The witness withdrew)

LADY SMITH: Mr MacAulay.

MR MacAULAY: My Lady, that's all the evidence for today.
Tomorrow we have three witnesses, two by video link, so
that will have to be managed in the morning.

LADY SMITH: Yes. These are video links from two different
places as well, so they can't run seamlessly one into
the other.

MR MacAULAY: We'll have to have a break in between, and
we have another witness to come for the afternoon.

LADY SMITH: A 10 o'clock start with the first video link.

We'll start again at 10 o'clock tomorrow morning.
In the meantime, I'll adjourn.

(4.15 pm)

(The ingquiry adjourned until

Friday, 21 June 2019 at 10.00 am)
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