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Those children, adults today, Theyse young people deserve nothing less than a full recognition of what i:
happened to them and an apology for what happened to them. They should not have been abused, they were
badly wronged. Such abuse ofvulnerable young people whenever or wherever it took place is utterly
deplorable, completely inexcusable/unacceptable and was inexcusable.

Presiding Officer

We should be eternally grateful to those who, despite their pain, have brought to our attention what
happened to them.. Let's be thankful but not complacent that Tthere is now a much greater awareness in our
society that such abuse of young people can happen. It is that recognition of the potential for abuse that has
led to alterations to the statutory and regulatory structure in which establishments operate and how we
monitor them, But simply changing the legal framework for protection is not enough.
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Much of the abuse we are now aware ofhappened many years ago, butit It therefore falls to this generatio�
of Ministers to say quite clearly that where young people were abused when being looked after this was
utterly completely unacceptable.

Presiding Officer

.That is why l want to take the opportunity today I offer a sincere and full to apologyise on behalf of the
Government in Scotland and the people of Scotland to those people who were subject to such abuse and
neglect; who did not receive the level of love, care and support that they were entitled todeserved and who
{]
have carried that burden all of their lives.
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)V1y strong hope is that for many this recognition that they were wronged and this apology on behalf oftbe
Government in Scotland and their fellow people in Scotland will help them as they move forward in life..

Others will also want to c.onsider whether they ought to apologise for any abuse which took place in the
homes for which they, or their predecessors, were responsible and I strongly encourage them to do so.
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