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I wrote about some of the things that had happened to me 

in those letters to my mother . There ' s no reference to 

that in any of the paperwork I received . It ' s almost 

like Fairbridge was like a prison wh ere all 

correspondence is vetted when it comes in or before it 

goes out . 

'' I don ' t think I ' ve got all the records that relate 

to me . There is absolutely no mention of any of the 

trauma I suffered and yet there should have been . 

I recall writing home about my refusal when I arrived to 

call the cottage mother ' mum '. Later on, when the 

bullying and abuse happened, I wrote home about that as 

well . 

''There is nothing in my records about that and there 

was no correspondence back from my mother about it 

either . There is also no mention in my records of the 

time I went to the nursing sister and told the 

housemaster about the physical and sexual assaults by 

the older boy . 

"The Child Migrants Trust got sums of money from the 

Australian and UK Governments for child migrants to got 

back and visit their families in the UK and I have been 

back twice . 

" I had lost touch with my family , more through my 

own fault after my first marriage broke up , and 

140 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

unfortunately I never did meet my mother again . 

" In the early 1980s I got a phone call out of the 

blue from my big brother . He was letting me know that 

our mother had passed away and I made up my mind that 

I was going to save up and go back for a holiday . 

I went back in the mid- 1980s and stayed with my brother . 

It turned out that we got on like a house on fire . 

I toured around a bit and met my two half- brothers and 

had a great time . 

" I also met my stepfather and he told me he still 

had some of my letters that my mother had kept . He made 

no mention of there being anything in those letters 

about the abuse . I never asked him either. 

" I went back to the UK in 1996 with my second wife 

after we married . That trip had been funded by the 

Australian Government through the Child Migrants Trust , 

although I never claimed anything for my wife . She is 

from the UK and therefore we spent some time meeting her 

relatives, but we also met more of my own . Until quite 

recently I never knew anything about my father , but the 

Child Migrants Trust had managed to trace some cousins 

on my father ' s side in Dundee and we went to visit 

them ." 

Now to paragraph 169 : 

" I keep in touch with my brother and I brought him 
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out to Australia when my younger son got married . He 

loved it out here . It ' s fortunate that we got on so 

well and we still Skype each other fairly regularly . 

" I took part in the Redress Western Australia Scheme 

and I was paid $45 , 000 . To me the Redress 

Western Australia Scheme was the biggest insult . The 

scheme should have been about someone genuinely 

recognising things happened that shouldn ' t have in 

a time when people should have been aware . I consider 

the apology offered by the Western Australian State 

Premier Colin Barnett was a purely political gesture . 

"At first it was announced that redress would be up 

to the sum of $80 , 000 , but when it came time to pay out , 

the state announced they couldn ' t afford that and it was 

reduced to $45, 000 . In addition, further conditions 

were added that had to be satisfied before any redress 

was granted . 

"Around that time, the State Premier ' s son was 

verbally abused and he was awarded $28,000. In 

comparison to that , to offer $45, 000 as redress was an 

insul t after what happened to some of the kids at 

Fairbridge and Bindoon . 

"Then the State Premier stood up in Parliament and 

said this all happened a long time ago and it was time 

these people got over it and moved on . After that 
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announcement , one of his ministers got drunk at 

a wedding , drove his car home and crashed into a number 

of other vehicles . The State Premier ' s response to that 

was this man was under a lot of stress and should be 

given a break . 

" I feel that the National Redress Scheme lacks 

genuine intentions and it has left a bad taste . It 

keeps getting postponed, decisions are not made , and in 

the meantime people who suffered are dying . 

" I have not decided whether I will participate 

in the Australian National Redress Scheme . I ' m unsure 

whether I want to go through it all again and get the 

knife turned once more . 

" I don ' t feel an apology from government changes 

anything . I would be very sceptical that any such 

apology was genuine . 

"About two weeks ago , I received a letter giving me 

notice that the current Prime Minister of Australia is 

going to give a apology in Canberra . The letter invited 

me to go on a ballot to be invited across to hear the 

apology . This too is just insulting . 

"There has never been an apology from Fairbridge , 

despite them knowing before I even arrived that things 

were happening . In 1930 there was a report into 

what was happening at Fairbridge and after that there 
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was a fact - finding mission on behalf of the British 

Government , led by a Mr LJ Ross . The Ross Report issued 

a blacklist on which Fairbridge Pinjarra was number 9 . 

My friend has a copy of that blacklist . 

" I am led to believe that this blacklist was buried, 

but even if it was, they were aware what was happening 

and they weren ' t doing anything to make sure it didn ' t 

happen again . They allowed it all to continue . 

"Robert Excell was an atrocious and notorious 

paedophile who had been a boy at Fairbridge before me . 

He was eventually deported back to Britain for his 

crimes and has passed away now . I made mention of 

Robert Excell in my redress statement in order to show 

that there had been other incidents and that it is 

impossible to believe that no adults at Fairbridge 

perceived the risk posed by the older boy who abused me 

to other children . Fairbridge knew this sort of abuse 

had happened in the past and they should have been more 

vigilant . 

" I consider myself Australian because all my 

formative years were spent here, but I feel great 

loyalty to Scotland . I do feel , however, that I don ' t 

have a true peg to hang my jacket on . 

" I ' m a naturalised Australian citizen and had always 

been under the impression that that right was automatic . 
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What I have since found out is that the rules were 

changed in 1949 , after which you actually had to apply . 

Someone may be a resident, but that didn ' t mean they 

were an Australian citizen . 

" I ' m aware that some former Fairbridge kids went 

back to the UK and stayed more than three years and 

weren ' t allowed back into Australia because they hadn ' t 

become naturalised . 

" I became naturalised in 1996 when I got married . 

My wife pointed out the facts and t he disadvantages of 

not doing so to me , so I applied and paid the required 

fee . 

" I now have an Australian passport and receive an 

Australian pension . Similarly, I can access any social 

welfare benefits should I so require . 

" I don ' t know whether I blame the abuse for not 

achieving my ambition to be a teacher , but I was so 

angry when I left Fairbridge I wanted revenge . I felt 

such aggression that while I was still 16 I developed 

a plan for doi ng harm to the older boy who abused me . 

I know for certain that had the opportunity arisen, 

I would have gone through with it . 

"Not long after I ' d left , somebody obtained some 

guns and by accident I s hot another guy . Fortunately 

enough , the guy was not seriously i njured and it was all 
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dealt with by the police . There ' s reference in my 

records to the incident . I was put on probation and had 

to report regularly to the child welfare department . 

I took up martial arts after that , which helped me deal 

with the aggression . 

"We were never taught social etiquette at Fairbridge 

and received virtually no education in social skills . 

We were never told what was correct . We were always the 

outsiders from Fairbridge, looked on as second class 

people . Even today I feel awkward or hugging other 

people. To me , kissing somebody has sexual 

connotations . 

"About 20 years ago I had to get my right eardrum 

replaced . Whether that was a consequence of the 

perforated eardrums I had six months after I arrived at 

Fairbridge I couldn ' t say . One of the causes of 

perforated eardrums is being s l apped and I certainly 

never had a problem when I left Scotland . 

" I do believe that my experiences have made me 

rebellious and in some ways made me not go for the goals 

I perhaps should have . The education we had was such 

that I grew up without a great deal of confidence in 

myself . For a time I would stay in the background and 

be the quieter member of a group . 

" I regret not being there when my grandmother died 
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or when my mother died . I had been up at granny ' s a lot 

and had spent a lot of time with her . 

"We all have to walk our own roads . We ' re all 

different and we all handle things differently . I could 

never tell anybody else what to do or how to cope with 

their trauma . I have always been one who ' s kept things 

bottled up . That ' s possibly not the right thing to do , 

but it ' s what I ' ve done to cope with the memories of the 

abuse and that ' s what I ' ve tended to do throughout my 

life. 

" I understand that it is possible that if you take 

a cross-section of society, the same percentages of 

abuse being committed will apply . Being aware and 

putting safeguards in place to ensure it doesn ' t happen 

is what is required . 

"World history shows that abuse such as I suffered 

is going to happen . Trained experts need to work out 

how to speak to children and how to get information from 

them . Children will often be reluctant to talk for fear 

of reprisa l s from their abusers . It is not easy for 

children to make the first move and to speak up. 

" I have no objection to my witness statement being 

published as part of the evidence to the inquiry . 

I believe the facts stated in this witness statement are 

true ." 
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The statement was signed by Gregson 22 March 2019 . 

LADY SMITH : Thank you very much , Ms Rattray . 

I take it that ' s it for today then , is it? 

MS RATTRAY : Yes, my Lady, that concludes the evidence for 

today . Tomorrow morning we start at 8 . 00 . 

LADY SMITH : Yes . 

MS RATTRAY : There will be three oral witnesses and , if time 

allows , further read- ins . In addition to that , I think 

the decision has been made not to sit on Friday . 

LADY SMITH : That ' s right . We won ' t be sitting on Friday 

because it looks as though we ' re going to have made 

sufficient progress by the end of Thursday and we hadn ' t 

lined up any definite oral witnesses for Friday, so that 

all makes sense and I ' m sure people will be glad to hear 

that. It will be relayed to those who aren ' t here and 

I think that will go on the website today . 

Thank you . I ' ll adjourn until tomorrow morning at 

8 o ' clock . 

(4 . 04 pm ) 

(The inquiry adjourned until 8 . 00 am 

on Wednesday 11 March 2020) 
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