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Sexual abuse.

There was a senior boy who was one of the school
prefects. He was a member of the First XV and one of
the headmaster's golden boys. He had power.

One day he caught me masturbating. He walked in,
smiled and whipped out his own penis. He said, "Let's
do it together." From that moment onwards, he had me
bang to rights because he could use it against me. It
continued throughout my limited time at Fettes, probably
one year. At first he would make me masturbate with
him. Then he moved to me to masturbate him and engage
in oral sex. It happened in our free time. There were
certain places at school that he would tell me to go to.
A wooded spot against the wall in the grounds. The
boiler room. A little hut tucked away from sight or in
his study.

In the fourth year I was moved to a study room that
I shared with another pupil. We were both misfits so
I think that is why they put us together. The senior
pupil grew in confidence and the abuse escalated. He
started having anal sex with me. I got through
underpants as a result of the injuries I sustained.

I would bleed from my back passage after. I would cut
up strips of towels to mop up the blood. Nobody really

gqueried why I needed new pairs of underpants. I would
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throw the soiled ones onto the refuse dump at the back
of the house. I just told matron and my parents that
I had soiled myself.

The abuse by the senior pupil was common knowledge
among my -- among the senior pupil's peer group. The
way people treated me changed considerably. I became
known as the senior pupil's 'bum boy'. It made me
untouchable. The bullies backed off. 1In the showers,
everyone would steer clear of me.

It was a confusing situation to be in. I was in
this strange bubble of quasi-affection. There was this
cool older boy showing me special attention. I was
marked out as someone special. The fact that the
bullying backed off was proof in itself that I was
special to him. I began to guestion whether it was me,
whether there was something wrong with me. Later years
taught me differently, but I still see him as a product
of the system at Fettes rather than a predator.

Leaving Fettes.

The psychiatrists at the Sick Kids Hospital had
written a report detailing their findings on me. The
doctors had made me do a battery of tests every day.
Some of the tests were diagrams of girls and boys.

I don't think I told them about the senior pupil, but

they must have known that improper relations were going
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on. The report went back to my parents, the headmaster
and my housemaster. I don't know what the school said
to my parents. I know that the issue of homosexuality
cropped up. I think they decided to keep the matter
in-house within the four walls of the school.

Following the Sick Kids' psychiatrist report, my
days at Fettes were numbered. I was what I refer to as
ghost-trained. 1In the prison service, if a prisoner is
problematic, there is a practice of suddenly moving them
from their usual prison to a new one. No explanation or
warning is given. That is what happened to me when
I left Fettes. MNo one explained anything to me. I was
taken home by my parents and banished to my room. I was
not allowed to leave my room and I was an embarrassment
to everyone.

Reporting of abuse at Fettes.

I never really shared what was going on at Fettes
with anyone. I didn't feel that I could say anything.
It would have been against all of the unwritten rules of
the institution. The attitude was: you just don't
grass. 1 ran away after the first year and again after
that. When I was returned to school, I was given lines
as a punishment. I never told anyone why I had run
away.

When I shared a room with the other pupil, it did
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cross my mind that he could have been suffering from

a similar physical and sexual abuse to me. It would
have explained his bed-wetting. I never discussed
anything with him or any of my peers. You just didn't.
The attitude was that you should grin and bear it. It
was your fault.

Although I never told the teachers what was
happening, it seems unlikely that they did not know.
Society knew about homosexuality in those days, even
though it was illegal. The school did not want to
acknowledge that it existed, certainly not within the
school walls. The attitude was: it doesn't belong here,
therefore we don't recognise it. It was a subject that
just wasn't talked about. Staff like matron must have
realised something was going on. The number of
underpants I went through alone should have rung alarm
bells. At the Sick Kids Hospital, the psychiatrist made
me do so many tests every day. Some of them involved
diagrams. They too must have known what was going on.

The first time I have spoken about my time at Fettes
and the abuse I suffered is when I got in touch with the
Ingquiry. It is the first time I have told my family
about the full extent of what has happened to me.

Life after Fettes.

When I left Fettes, I was sent to another school in
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North Yorkshire. My father would never have sent me to
such a school if I hadn't left Fettes under such
circumstances. The headmaster was a man called John
Reid. He was a very gentle man. If you did something
wrong, you would be quietly spoken to. The headmistress
was great and taught English. It was her teaching that
gave me my underlying love of books.

In comparison to Fettes, the Yorkshire school was
like night and day. It felt like heaven. Nobody was
privileged for no reason. If you were punished, the
prefect involved would be involved in the punishment
too. If you had to dig a hole in the school grounds,
the prefect would be digging too. There were no
pointless punishments like lines; all punishments were
for the good of the community. We addressed teachers as
'Mr', 'Mrs' or 'Miss'. They did not have to be referred
to as 'Sir'. There were sometimes up to three meetings
a day. At a meeting, a person would talk about a worthy
cause like missionaries in Africa. There was space and
there was quiet.

Although I was much happier at that school,
academically I went downhill. I still have my school
report which has phrases like 'doesn't take
an interest', 'careless', 'sloppy', 'doesn't

concentrate'. I must have been okay at the core
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subjects as I managed to scrape through my O-levels.

I got into the local crammer in order to get the results
for university but I did not do well and I did not apply
to university.

I joined the army but I was not a good socldier.

I do remember the army being a doddle in comparison to
Fettes.

I wanted to join the Probation Service but
I required some academic gqualifications. I went to
learn nursing and thereafter sat the Probation Service
test. I passed the tests and was sent to London for
training. The training in London was brilliant and
taught me a lot. The knowledge I gained from the mental
health nursing and the Probation Service training has
helped me to learn that the abuse at Fettes was not my
fault.

I am now retired and have a grown-up son and two
grandchildren.

Impact.

I have feelings of total hatred towards Fettes and
all that it stands for. I have a massive dislike of
unearned privilege. I don't have any friends. I just
don't make friends with people outside of my family.

I am happy with that. It's safe. I have been let down

by others too often.
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I have never considered attending formal
counselling. I have self-counselled in a sense. The
mental health nurse training and the Probation Service
training focused on other people's behaviour and their
victims. It was very supportively taught. From what
I learned, I was able to make sense of what happened to
me.

In the Probation Service I had to work within clear
guidelines. It had a certain discipline that I liked
and needed. The prison setting was very similar to the
setting in Fettes. There was the same hierarchical
structure and the same kinds of sexual relationships
between inmates. My experiences and training all seemed
to work together. I can't be sure where my knowledge
has come from, whether it was acquired from my
experience or acquired from learning or both. I never
reached the higher ranks in the Probation Services.

I was much too much of a pain in the arse. I was always
asking 'why?' if I was asked to do something.

I felt like an embarrassment to the family. My
mother's uncle was gquite a high-profile homosexual. My
father was horrified by him. I know when I left Fettes
he thought, 'Oh no, not another one'. He was even
horrified by my brother going into acting and me going

into nursing in later years.
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I know now that my father was trying to do the best
for me. He was an emotionally cold father. He never
hugged me as a child. The only time he ever gave me
a hug was when I was an adult, at my step-mother's
funeral. I still blame him for sending me away to
boarding school. When my father died, he left me
a letter. It referred to me as his 'number one son'.
That's when I realised that he had been trying to do the
best for me all of those years.

My father sent my two brothers to Fettes even after
what had happened with me. My father had been bullied
at his boarding school and his attitude was that a bit
of bullying 'made a man of you'. I never discussed my
experiences with my brothers.

I think the institutional part of the problem has
probably been halted. Schools have much greater checks.
Homosexuality is no longer so taboo. No one could
really blackmail me into being gay any more. Having
said that, there will always be those that are bad.
There will always be those that are good. And there
will always be those in between. I think the lesson is
that abuse doesn't stop, it just changes form.

I think it's important that whistle-blowers have the
freedom to come forward. There must be protections put

in place to protect them. I never had the guts at
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school to stand up and say what was happening to me.

I felt unable to say anything as there was no protection
provided. It went against the ethos of the school to
grass and I was terrified that the abuse or bullying
would get worse.

I suppose the biggest lesson for the Inquiry to
learn 1s that anyone coming forward with allegations of
abuse, adult or child, needs to be protected from the
repercussions.

I have no objection to my witness statement being
published as part of the evidence to the Inguiry.

I believe the facts stated in this statement are true."

My Lady, the statement is signed and it's dated
13 February 2018.

LADY SMITH: Thank you. It's 4.05 now so I think we can
give you a break, Ms Bennie. Thank you very much for
what we've managed to cover this afternoon.

MS BENNIE: Thank you.

LADY SMITH: Mr Brown.

MR BROWN: My Lady, tomorrow we will have one live witness
and then, I'm afraid, a host of read-ins; just the way
it has fallen.

LADY SMITH: I appreciate that. I'll rise now until
tomorrow morning; one live witness, a number of

read-ins. Just to say, as I'm sure many of you

179



10

2k B

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

appreciate, there are witnesses who, for all sorts of
good reasons, are not able to come and give live
evidence, but we have statements signed by them and we
see to it that they're read in so their evidence is made
public, as it should be. Thank you very much.
(16.07 pm)
(The Inguiry adjourned until 10.00 am

on Wednesday, 24 November 2021)
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