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Scottish Child Abuse Inquiry 

Witness Statement of 

Support person present: No 

1 . My name is but I have been known since my early twenties as 

lltMY date of birth is the - 1962 I am 57 years old. My contact details are 

known to the Inquiry. 

2. I want to tell you about my experiences at Fettes College, Carrington Road, 

Edinburgh where I was a day pupil in the junior school between 1975 and 1976 and 

then a day pupil at the senior school between 1975 and 1981 . 

Life before going to Fettes College, Edinburgh. 

3. My mother was born in India. She came back to Scotland and attended university in 

Edinburgh where she studied medicine. My mother met and married her first 

husband while they were still at university. She was studying in Chicago and had to 

return to Scotland as her husband was very unwell and subsequently passed away. 

She nursed him when he died as he was the love of her life. 

4. My mother then met my father who was a divorcee with three young children. They 

had a quick romance. He was a driver and needed someone to 

look after his children. They had two more children together my sister. and me. 

When I was two they divorced and my mother brought up my sister and me as a 

single parent. Initially I was brought up ,n Falkirk. 
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5. My mother was a GP and had her own thoughts on education. She was very keen 

that my sister and I should get the best education possible. Although I was living in 

Falkirk the first school I attended was Gilsland Park School, Spylaw Road in 

Edinburgh. I would travel there as a day pupil every day from Falkirk. My sister. 

was sent to Cranley Prep School in Spylaw Road, Edinburgh and then on to George 

Watson's School. 

6. I remained at Gilsland Park until I went to Fettes Junior School. My mother was a 

single parent and school fees were very expensive. It resulted with my mother 

having to take my sister out of George Watson's College and send her to Firhill 

School which was non-fee paying. My sister always resented that as she very much 

enjoyed George Watson's. 

7. I was travelling every day and so I didn't make many friends at school but I wasn't 

lonely or anything like that. My mother was very keen for me to go to George 

Heriot's in Edinburgh and she made me sit entrance exams for there and most of the 

other private schools in Edinburgh. I didn't do well in the exams and the only place 

that would take me was Fettes College. My mother moved to Edinburgh and it was 

decided that I would attend Fettes as a day pupil although most of the pupils at the 

school were boarders. It was much less expensive to attend as a day pupil. 

Schooling at Fettes College, Carrington Road, Edinburgh. 

8. When I was at Fettes I was always called- or Miste~ I was never 

called by my first name- I think for that reason in my mid-twenties I didn't 

want to be called -so I changed my name to 111 It was not done officially 

and technically my first name is still -

9. I first attended junior school at Fettes and stayed there for about a year. I was about 

twelve or thirteen then. I think I had to sit the exam for senior school. I don't think 

that I performed very well in the exam but I know that my mother had made a 

complaint on my behalf to the school and I suspect that in light of the complaint the 

school allowed me to go to senior school but I can't be sure of that. 
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10. The complaint involved me being sexually abused by a teacher at Fettes. The school 

did not deal with it very well. I had not performed well in the entrance exam for senior 

school and I had a mild suspicion that my mother may have used this incident as a 

bargaining point to secure my further education at Fettes although my mother denies 

this as being the case. 

11. When I first arrived at the school the Headmaster was called Anthony Chevenix -

Trench. He had previously been the Headmaster at Eton College in Windsor. He was 

a very erudite man who also taught Classics. I thought that he was quite a weird 

person and some of his decisions were very strange. I recall that he once caned one 

of the boys for coming second in his Classic exam when in fact he had been first 

previously. He accused him of slacking off. 

12. The ethos of the school was that you came in as "new men and left as old boys". The 

school pursued an overtly right wing conformist agenda. There was a huge emphasis 

put on self-discipline and these words were used all the time. 

13. I was a member of School House East which was just one of the school houses. The 

man in charge of School House East was a teacher called He 

was well regarded by a lot of the boys who were boarders. He didn't like having day 

pupils as he felt that he was trying to shape all the boys as good Fettesians and he 

had less control over the day pupils. He wanted the day pupils to be at the school 

when the boarders got up in the morning and to leave when they went to bed. The 

only boys I can remember who were also day pupils in my school house were-

- and-

14. I recall that- was uncomfortable dealing with women. My mother who was 

quite a strong personality spoke to- about the time I spent at school as a 

day pupil and it was agreed that I would start at about 8:30am and finish at 4:30pm. I 

had a problem with authority and-had a problem with day pupils so it did 

not make for a great relationship. 

3 



WIT.001.003.0154 

15. When I moved to senior school-arranged for a study miles away from the 

boarding pupils where the day pupils could do their studying. He didn't want day 

pupils and we were made to feel this. He found it easier to control the boarding 

pupils and thought that the day pupils were a bad influence. 

Routine at Fettes College Junior School, Edinburgh. 

First day/early memories. 

16. I don't recall my first day at the school and I don't recall going on any visits to the 

school to be shown round prior to entering the junior school. I don't recall much 

about junior school. I was in a "hormonal fog" and was travelling back and forward all 

the time so my memories of that period of time are not very good. 

Description of Fettes College Junior School. 

17. The junior school was on two floors with long corridors. The classrooms ran off the 

corridors. The classrooms had individual desks and chalk blackboards. I think that 

we stayed in the same classroom and the teachers came to that room to teach their 

subject. 

18. The junior school was surrounded by playing fields where we were able to play 

during breaks. I know that in the senior school there was a large canteen where we 

all ate but I can't remember the dining arrangements in the junior school. The 

he Ju~ior School was called Mr-

Bullying 

19. I did stand up to the bullies and ended up in a fight with one of the main bullies 

whose name I can't recall. On that occasion I was beaten up and although the fight 

was broken up it had no effect on either my standing or the standing of the bullies 

amongst the boys. I heard terrible stories from some of the boys who were boarders 

and were bullied. 
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20. Bullying was effectively encouraged by the school. The prefects of senior school 

were instructed to hand out punishment and to actively seek out other boys to bully 

and to make fags for some of their older friends. They could make another boy's 

existence miserable and actively picked on the weaker boys. Mr
encouraged this behaviour. 

Schoof routine 

21. I was a day pupil at a predominately boarding school. I had to be there at a certain 

time in the morning and couldn't leave until after school had finished in the evening. I 

remember that Wednesday afternoon was Combined Cadet Force day and that on 

Tuesday and Thursday we had games depending on the season. I do not know the 

routine that the boarders lived by. 

Mealtimes I Food 

22. I only ate lunch at school and have no real memories of the quality of the food. 

Clothing I uniform 

23. I do recall that there was a lot of kit to buy before I went to Fettes. There was 

sporting equipment along with school uniforms. I do recall that you didn't have to 

wear a blazer. In junior school you had to wear a grey shirt with a tie that was done 

up at all times, a grey jersey, grey shorts and brown shoes. In senior school you 

wore a white shirt and tie, long trousers but there was no requirement to wear a 

blazer. You had to wear a sports jacket and my friend and I would trawl the charity 

shops in Stockbridge in Edinburgh to find the most alternative sports jacket. The 

school prefects could wear a boater hat as a sign of their status. 

5 



WIT.001.003.0156 

24. There was a Combined Cadet Force and for this you needed to wear the uniform of 

the service you represented which were the navy, army or air force. I joined the navy 

but to be honest we spent a lot of the time on a boat on the Firth of Forth drinking 

bottes of Newcastle brown ale. I know that some of the boys joined the army 

because it was always their intention to go on to officer training at Sandhurst and 

they had to show that they had done well in the Combined Cadet Force. Most of the 

boys in the Combined Cadet Force were not sporting or academically minded but it 

was a way of demonstrating that you were involved in the school activities which 

meant you weren't bullied by your peers or picked on by the school teachers. 

Healthcare 

25. There was a small sanatorium contained within the grounds and there was a full time 

doctor who worked there along with a nurse. The doctor was a joke as he constantly 

mis-diagnosed people. On one occasion he sent one of the pupils who's name I 

don't recall to have a bath when in fact his leg was broken as a result of playing 

rugby. I think that he was a doctor who had been struck off and may have been 

related to another member of staff. I can't recall his name. If you had a real medical 

problem you went to the accident and emergency department at the Western 

General Hospital which was just across the road. 

Discipline 

26. I think that the teachers were responsible for format discipline but some of the 

teachers would take instant retribution for many minor infractions. It was usually an 

opened handed slap or getting your hair pulled. I can't recall a school belt or 

anything like that. 
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Abuse at Fettes College Junior School, Edinburgh 1975 - 1976. 

27. The main abuse that happened to me at the junior school was carried out by a 

teacher called James Wares. Mr Wares was a South African with blonde hair. He 

was a very good cricketer and taught mathematics. 

28. Mr Wares was my maths teacher. He was very violent towards the boys and would 

lose his temper very easily. He would throw the blackboard duster at any of the boys 

who he thought had transgressed in his classroom. He would also grind the 

blackboard duster into the head of the pupils and cover them in chalk. It was very 

painful. He was a first class cricketer and so could throw the duster with great speed 

and accuracy. He was running the risk of taking someone's eye out. It was very 

painful of you were hit. Our class consisted of about eighteen boys and all of us were 

hit by the blackboard duster at one time or another. 

29. Mr Wares would grab you by the hair and pull your head down. He would then 

remonstrate with you by shouting from very close range into your ear. He would do 

this for many different reasons that he considered relevant. There was a very bad 

incident involving one of the other boys called He got very angry with 

him and one occasion he grabbed-hair and picked him up. He was dangling 

by his hair and I recall hearing the hair tearing from the scalp. I think that Mr Wares 

did get into trouble for this. 
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30. He sexually assaulted me on a regular basis and I felt that I had been selected by 

him because I was a taller boy and more sexually mature than a lot of the other 

boys .. He would make the boys stand next to him at his desk to go over the maths 

problem that he had set. We were all wearing shorts. He would start stroking your 

bare thigh and slapping you . I am sure that he was masturbating under his desk. I 

was easily the tallest boy in the class and he would put his hand under my shorts 

and into my underpants. He would fondle my genitalia and insert his finger into my 

anus. This happened roughly every two weeks and he would do this in front of the 

whole class. I was at just the right height for him and at the correct stage of puberty 

so I was the one that was picked on. 

31. On one occasion the rest of the class filed out and he told me to stay behind. He 

grabbed me by the hair and pushed me against the wall. He then put his hand into 

the back of my trousers and inserted his finger into my anus. He appeared to be very 

angry and was shouting something I couldn't make out into my ear. All of a sudden 

he stopped as if he realised that that he could be heard from people in the corridor. 

He then dismissed me and I left the classroom. 

32. I have managed to remember the names of a number of the boys who were present 

in the classroom when Mr Wares sexually assaulted me. I am slightly mixed up 

because they were with me but may not have been in my class at the time. They 

and-who were twin brothers, 

33. I didn't really understand what was happening although I thought that it was a bit 

odd. I didn't realise at the time how badly it would affect me later on in life. He taught 

other classes and his proclivities were well known to other boys in the school. He 

didn't seern to care that the whole class were witnesses to what was happening. In 

my encounters with Mr Wares I always felt that I had been selected and it eventually 

dawned on me that I was being singled out. I found it to be humiliating as it was 

always done in front of the whole class of boys. It fed into the bullying culture. 
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Reporting abuse whilst still attending Fettes College Junior School, Edinburgh 

1975 -1976 

34. I was struggling to deal with the sexual abuse and it must have been obvious to my 

mother. I finally confided in her although I only told her that I had been fondled by Mr 

Wares. She made an appointment to see the junior school- Mrlllll 

35. I also attended this meeting with Mr 11111 She spoke to him first and then I was 

called into the office to provide details. I remember that Mr lillllwrote all the details 

down, I could only tell him that I was being fondled because I was too embarrassed 

about the other things. I think that my mother was with me when I had to give the 

details and I just didn't want to be there as I was too embarrassed. I think that the 

basic account I gave should have been sufficient to identify the problem. 

36. I don't know what my mother was told but I do recall that she said to me that I was 

struggling to be accepted for senior school but and at the time I was lucky to get into 

the school. I suspected that my mother had used this incident to further my schooling 

at Fettes but my mother categorically denies this. I don't know how it was resolved 

with my mother. I did not receive any help or counselling to help me deal with the 

abuse. There was no pastoral care available in the school. 

37. I was asked what I would like to happen and I recall all that I said was that I wanted it 

to stop. I thought that he had been sacked as I didn't see him about for a few weeks. 

About a month later I again spotted him still teaching at the school although he didn't 

teach me. I was quite disturbed by this. I didn't learn what had happened until I made 

a complaint to the school in 2005 and also reported the matter to the police. 
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Routine at Fettes College Senior School, Edinburgh 

38. I joined the senior school after passing the entrance exams which I sat when I was in 

junior school. During my time in senior school I was placed in the remedial class to 

alter my overall attitude to the ethos of Fettes. I felt that because of the sexual 

assault on me in the junior school I was being picked on. This was the school's way 

of correcting my deteriorating behaviour and attitude. The remedial teacher whose 

name I can't recall told me that I should become a member of the elite and would be 

a captain of industry or a world leader. All the boys were told this. 

39. I think that there were between five hundred and eight hundred boys at the school. 

Possibly about ten percent were day pupils. Whilst I was at the school the girls came 

to Fettes to complete sixth year. I always thought that it was done to allow parents of 

girls to meet prospective husband but this is my own cynical view. In sixth year there 

were about 140 boys and 20 girls. The girls had their own house to live in. 

40. I recall that in senior school the boys had study bedrooms whilst in junior school the 

boys were in dormitories. I didn't know much about this as I was a day pupil. I was 

being picked on by Mr- and this all came from my time in junior school. I 

was very rebellious towards the school regime and was put on to Headmasters 

Report. 

41 . This meant that I had to up my game. I would have to meet with the headmaster 

Anthony Chevenix-Trench every month. I would have to go to his house. He had a 

reputation for being a bit odd. He told me that- was trying to get me kicked 

out because I wasn't playing the game. On the first occasion I met him he went over 

what could happen to me with regard about being asked to leave. 

42. On the second occasion I met with him I hadn't made much progress. He told me 

that he was going to cane me with a slipper. I was about sixteen years old and I 

found this quite strange. He patted me on the backside but I don't think it was sexual. 

He then told me to sit down and poured us both a brandy. He gave me a cigar to 

smoke. 
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43. He told me that "I was a square peg in a round hole". He said that there were men 

like me under his command when he was in the navy and they would lay their lives 

down for him so he liked me for that reason. He also knew about what had happened 

to me with the sexual abuse in junior school. 

44. Anthony Chevenix-Trench was a very disturbed character as he had been captured 

by the Japanese during the war. He was tortured and made to do forced labour. He 

had to wear dark glasses because of the torture. When he was liberated from the 

Japanese camp at the end of the war it was his brother that was part of the force that 

freed him and his own brother was unable to recognise him. He did not like far 

eastern Asian people whether they were Japanese or not. I think that he may have 

committed suicide whilst he was at Fettes. I was told this by my mother who had 

learned it from one of her medical conferences. I don't think that his death was 

reported as suicide. 

45. I have to give the school their dues they would go the extra mite to support any 

future plans that you may have had about a career. They had plenty of money and 

facilities to help you pursue any activities that you enjoyed providing you played by 

the rules of the school and upheld their traditions. Fettes College almost certainly 

used their influences in the outside world. 

Houses at Fettes College 

46. There were physical houses where the boarders resided and that was the house you 

would be a member of and represent in inter house games. The names of the 

houses I remember are Moredun, School House, Kimmerghame, Glencourse and 

Carrington. The houses all wore different coloured ties. I was in School House. 
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Non-academic activities at Fettes. 

47. There was a nine hole golf course, a swimming pool, tennis courts, a fives court, and 

squash courts. You also took part in rugby, hockey and cricket which were the main 

sports and were mandatory. You could also join the Combined Cadet Force and 

there was an indoor shooting range. 

48. I joined the CCF and subsequently the sub aqua club. I was also a member of the 

mechanic club which would strip down an old Morris Minor. The mechanic club was 

an an offshoot of the CCF. You had to play sport and I played tennis as it was not 

supervised and I was able to sneak off home I did not enjoy rugby and cricket. 

Religious education 

49. There were prayers and assembly every day. The school chapel had a massive 

organ and it was like a church experience every morning. The music teachers used 

to play the organ. 

School magazines 

50. As I recall there two school magazines The Octobrist and Farrago. The Farrago was 

slightly more risky but both were edited by the school staff and there was nothing 

controversial about them. 

Punishment 

51. There was a "fagging system" for the boarders where the offender would have to 

bring tea or coffee to the prefect in his dormitory they would also have to perform 

domestic chores like cleaning shoes. The alternative to this was doing lines which 

none of the boys wanted to do. As a day pupil my punishment was always doing 

lines. 
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52. The official punishment used by the teachers was the cane. I had Mr- all 

the way through school as he was promoted to the senior school when I went there. 

He was a cricketer and a strong man and he didn't use a cane but instead used a 

four and a half feet piece of dowel rod which was about a centimetre thick. You 

would be told to bend over and put your hands on a couch to stop you moving. I am 

unaware of any official records being kept of the punishments. 

53. On one occasion I finished in first place on a cross country run. The school always 

rewarded sporting or academic achievement. At this time I spoke to -

- and asked if I could do the Pennine Way walk as a part of my Duke of 

Edinburgh award. He said that he would think about it. I crashed and burned at the 

next cross country race and the within two hours- told me that he hadn't 

approved walking the Pennine Way. It was a punishment for failure and he was quick 

to tell me so. 

54. The prefects could hand out "LE" which stood for lines equivalent. When you 

accrued 25 LE's it meant that you had to fag for a day. The school felt that in order 

that this system wasn't abused the person carrying out the punishment would have 

to do it for another prefect and not the one that was imposing the punishment. I felt 

that the prefects just went about looking for younger boys to pick on. 

55. In fifth or sixth year I was placed on "Headmaster's report" which meant that all my 

academic school activities were being monitored and reported back to the 

Headmaster. This was effort to try and get me to leave the 

school. 
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Strange behaviour from teaching staff. 

56. There was a teacher called who came to the school to teach- I 

really liked him. He was a breath of fresh air because he had very good teaching 

schools akin to The Dead Poets Society. I dropped - so I didn't stay in his 

class. I later learned that Mr- had been arrested in Australia for sexual 

abuse. He may have been deported back to Australia. I was aware of too much in 

the way of rumour and speculation about odd sexual behaviour. On reflection I 

conclude that there was a vice ring operating in the school while I was attending 

there. 

57. The Headmaster was a very odd man. He was asked to leave Eton and how did that 

happen? Why did he not deal with Mr Wares? Because I was a day pupil I didn't see 

everything that went on but I was told stories by the boarders that demonstrated 

some very strange patterns of behaviour from the staff. At this time I can't recall all 

these stories. 

Interview for being a prefect 

58. I applied for interview to become a prefect and was interviewed by-

- He asked me what I would consider to be important as a prefect and I 

told him that I thought I would be very fair with everyone. He told me that fairness did 

not come into the equation as I would be required to punish other boys whether I felt 

it was fair or not. It was like a military regime where conformity and discipline 

needed to be enforced. I was not made a prefect. 

Inspections/record keeping 

59. I don't recall any inspections from authorities during all my time at Fettes. I am 

unaware of any official records being kept as far as punishments being recorded. 

There were school reports sent to the parents. 
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School exams 

60. You sat Highers which was the Scottish system but you could also sit A Levels which 

was the system for England. If these exams were set by Oxbridge the school would 

do them and it was then obvious to the universities at Oxford and Cambridge that the 

individual attended a private school in Scotland. In my opinion it was deliberately 

done to assist pupils with placements at Oxbridge. 

Abuse at Fettes College Senior School, Edinburgh 

61. I was caned by Mr-on a number of occasions. He would use a four and a 

half feet length of dowel rod which was about a centimetre thick. You had to bend 

over and put your hands on a couch causing you to straighten your legs. On one 

occasion I slipped and stood up and he hit me on my wrist which left a large bruise 

and was very painful. 

62. There was one incident when I was in the junior common room with the other boys 

which had a large table down the middle. I was asked to slide a tub of margarine 

down the table to one of the other boys. It then erupted into a bullying incident and I 

have no idea why. The boy who's margarine it was suffered from epilepsy and the 

incident was viewed as being bullying. 

63. All the boys were rounded up and taken to Mr- I was the only boy caned 

for my part in what happened. I could see that he was itching to hit me. I felt that I 

had done nothing wrong and couldn't understand what had happened. I didn't realise 

it was the boy who suffered from epilepsy who owned the tub of margarine and that 

the other boys were bullying him. 
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64. I was caned by M-on a few occasions for being late or on a couple of 

occasions for skipping off school. The usual amount of strokes was three. I was told 

that if there was a more serious offence you could be sent to the Headmaster for 

caning he would strike you on your bare bottom which left welts that could take a 

week to heal. All these canings caused extreme pain and could affect your walking 

movement for a few hours. I was probably caned about six or seven time during my 

spell in senior school. 

65. The headmaster had the right within the school charter to give the choice of lesser 

strokes of the cane if the offenders trousers were lowered and it was administered 

on the bare buttocks. This choice would be given to the recipient of the cane. 

66. I recall that-used to say that "this is going to hurt me more than it will hurt 

you". I have no idea what he meant by this. This was a man with a first class degree 

in law from Oxford University and was very intelligent and I just couldn't figure him 

out. 

67. When I told him I was leaving Mr-called me into his study to wish me 

good luck which I found rather strange considering the way he had treated me during 

my time at Fettes. Mr-also told me that he had little life experience as he 

had tried to work outside the academic institution but had quickly realised that he 

could not survive in that world and had retreated back into the institution. He wished 

me better luck in the outside world. 

Leaving Fettes College, Edinburgh 1981. 

68. I left Fettes School without the requisite qualifications required for university. I didn't 

really care and had not applied myself to my studies. I drifted in and out of many 

different jobs over the next ten years and I left my mother's house and travelled 

about the country getting work wherever I could. 
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69. I finally enrolled in a course at Napier College to study photography. I graduated 

from that course in 1991 . I worked in medical photography and I also was employed 

by a photo.graphic studio. I was mainly self-employed. I met my wife soon after and 

now have my own family. When I was ten years in the wilderness I experimented 

with drugs. 

70. I have not kept in touch with the school old boy networks. I have had minimum 

contact with one of my old friends - although I do exchange the odd few 

words with him through social media. I also know that some ex-pupils have had 

problems with drugs and addiction. These people did not conform to the school 

regime and paid the price. 

Reporting of Abuse 

7 1. In 2005 I reported the abuse that happened to me when I was at Fettes to both the 

police and the Headmaster of Fettes at the time Mr Spence. I have a copy of an 

email dated January 2005 to Mr Spence and I think that I reported the abuse to the 

police about six months before that. 

Reporting to the police in 2004. 

72. I reported the abuse that had occurred at Fettes to the police in the summer of 2004 

about six months before I reported the abuse to Fettes School. The police officer 

who spoke to me was a specialist from a unit in the police who dealt with these type 

of complaints. 

73. They were very factual in their interview and told me that Wares was in South Africa. 

They were happy to try and extradite him. I informed them that Wares was mentally 

ill. I couldn't see what good it would do but the police also told me that should Wares 

step back into the United Kingdom he would be arrested. I left the matter in the 

hands of the police. 
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Reporting to Fettes School in 2005. 

74. I was very angry with Fettes and I wanted to make them accountable. That was the 

main reason I complained. Initially these complaints were all made by email. As a 

result of my complaint Mr Spence who was now the Headmaster suggested to me 

that I had a meeting with one of the Board of Directors for the school. 

75. The meeting took place at the home address of Lord McLean who was a former pupil 

and also on the Board of Governors. There was another lawyer present at the 

meeting but I don't recall his name. 

76. When I arrived at the house they asked why I hadn't brought legal representation. I 

didn't realise it was that kind of meeting as I thought we were there just to discuss 

the circumstances. At the time I could not afford to engage a lawyer and I was 

apprehensive because I knew the "clout" that Fettes could exert because they have 

powerful people in high places. 

77. I was very guarded in what I said. All that I wanted to tell them was what had 

happened was wrong and they should acknowledge it. They seemed to take the 

opposite view and they inferred that it was all my fault. 

78. I was told at this meeting that Wares had been at Edinburgh Academy before he 

came to Fettes. I was told that at the time of my complaint Wares was given a 

month's sabbatical and told to sort out his head. The lawyer present at the meeting 

stated that it was nothing to do with sexual allegations against Wares. I was also told 

that the school had changed out of all recognition and that what had happened to me 

could not happen again. I just didn't believe this and felt that the same ethos existed 

and wasn't going to change. 

79. They asked me what I hoped to achieve by making this complaint to the school. I 

hadn't reallly thought about this and it was what I would consider to be a leading 

question. I thought that I had to draw a line under my experiences. I told them that 

first off I wanted a proper apology from the school for what had happened to me. 
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80. I also told them that they should refund all the fees that my mother had paid for my 

education as a day pupil at Fettes. It was a large sum but not as significant as the 

fees paid by a boarder. My mother was a single parent and struggled to pay the fees. 

My sister had been taken out of George Watson's College which was a private 

school and sent to the local school at Firhill because my mother could not afford to 

pay both sets of school fees. There was no follow up to this meeting and I never 

heard directly from them again. 

81. I recently discovered an old email from the Fettes College insurance company 

directed to me. They introduced themselves to me but put the ball back into my 

court. I didn't pursue this any further. I think the lawyer employed by the insurance 

company was called Mrs Abercrombie but I can't recall the name of the firm of 

lawyers. 

82. I felt that it was an attempt by the school to intimidate me and get me off their backs. 

They had picked the wrong person to try and intimidate. I felt that the proposals I had 

put to them were fair. I was very angry that Wares had been dealt with by being 

given a month's sabbatical. Fettes College completely side stepped my complaint 

and did not deal with it. It left other children being exposed to the abusive behaviour 

of Mr Wares and as such they had failed in their duty to other children. 

83. I was told by my mother that Wares went on to another school in the Scottish 

Borders where his family had a connection with that school. I believe that there was 

another incident and Wares went back to South Africa. I do not know the 

circumstances surrounding this incident as my mother was told this by someone at a 

social event. 

Impact 

84. I had to be• bribed by my mother to stay on at school. I spent a lot of time skipping 

off. I showed no interest in studying and as a result did not get enough qualifications 

to go to university. 
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85. As a result of what happened to me and the way I was subsequently treated by the 

school, I was resentful of people in authority. I cannot believe that Fettes school did 

not intervene when allegations of sexual abuse were made to them. All that they 

worry about is their precious reputation. They allowed a sexual predator to continue 

to teach and to go to another school where I believe there were more allegations of 

sexual assault made against him. It makes me feel very angry that this was allowed 

to happen. 

86. I have never achieved what I should have. I am very socially qualified and often 

found that because of my posh accent I was deemed to be over qualified for a lot of 

the more menial jobs I was applying for. I never had lasting relationships with anyone 

as they all ended up badly until I met my wife. It was still the "square peg in a round 

hole". I was in my thirties when I met my wife and this seemed to stabilize me. 

87. I had been using drugs but they were only taken so that I could self-medicate. I knew 

all about drugs and understood what happened when you took them so I was in 

control of rny drug taking. 

88. I am not demonstratively physical with my children because of what happened to me 

at Fettes. I can get angry very quickly. In my work as a photographer and as a scout 

leader I am very aware of the boundaries when you are dealing with children. It 

angers me that I have to question my ability to be involved with children and the way 

I interact with them. 

89. If I have to do something that I want to do I will throw everything into it but if it is 

something I have no interest in doing it I will do the opposite. I have never had any 

counselling although I was offered this by the police and I think that I was also 

offered this by Fettes College. I am reluctant to get any counselling at this time but I 

will always keep it in the back of my mind should I feel the need. . 
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Records 

90. I have never tried to access any records from Fettes. 

Lessons to be learned 

91. It is very cathartic to be able to talk about my experiences although at the time and 

indeed until more recently, there has not been a platform to speak to anyone about 

my experiences. 

92. I don't think that the Fettes College School I attended would survive in the current 

climate of unspections and outside supervision. Teachers nowadays are better 

trained and have a vocation for the better good in education. I wonder if some of the 

staff at Fettes had another agenda. They were able to live in the school and having 

open contact and access to the pupils. It should not be have been allowed to 

happen. The golden rule I follow as a scout leader is to never be alone with a child. 

Always have another person with you. 

93. If someone is convicted of child abuse and serve their sentence when they have paid 

their penalty there should be something available to help them as they have to go on 

and live their lives. Whether that help is psychological or physiological it should be 

made available. 

Other information 

94. I contacted Fettes School in the last three months when I informed them that I would 

be contacting the Scottish Child Abuse Inquiry. I also advised them that I may be 

seeking legal advice regarding what happened to me at Fettes. I really don't know 

what I wanrt to do but I do want to see them squirming as I detest the public school 

system. 
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95. When I contacted the school recently they were a bit more contrite and sympathetic 

to what I was saying. They were sorry to hear what had happened to me but I felt 

their apology from the current Headmaster was meaningless as he was not there at 

the time. 

96. In order for a school like Fettes to exist they must have some sort of moral authority 

to justify itself. It is a business and is run like a business. Back in the day Fettes had 

an ideology which was very right wing. They were very elitist. Nowadays that system 

has gone and they must paint a different impression of themselves. 

97. I feel the schools like Fettes are there to provide people with money the opportunity 

to buy privilege. I am convinced that this is why girls were introduced in sixth year to 

meet people of a privileged class. 

98. I have no objection to my witness statement being published as part of the evidence 

to the Inquiry. I believe the facts stated in this witness statement are true. 

Signed ... 

c:f 111 /2 o r7 
Dated .. . ...... .... / .. 

1 
. .. .... ..... ..... ... ..... .. . . . . .. ... . . ... . . .... . ..... . ......... . .. .. .. .... . 
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