Scottish Child Abuse Inquiry

Witness Statement of

HKZ

Support person present: No

My name is NG 'y date of birth is 1950 and |

am presently sixty-eight years of age. My contact details are known to the Inquiry

Life before going into boarding school

My dad, |} \v2s bom in Fraserburgh in 1899 and was therefore an
older father when | came along. It was his second marriage. He was a general
medical practitioner in Royston, a mining town in Yorkshire.

Dad was a very reserved fellow and Mum,- was a ‘genteel’ lady. She owned
a laundry in Yorkshire and was quite socially conscious. | have one sister, ||| ]l
I who is two years younger than me.

We were a relatively well off, middle class family and had a nice looking house in the
town there. Dad had done well in medicine.

We had another house, - on the Yorkshire coast, which was a beautiful
place and that's where |l and | were brought up. Dad didn’t want to bring his
second family up in a grotty old mining town. It was a bit isolated in the big house at

_ Mum especially was a bit restrained with regard to who | was allowed to
go and play with. The result being that | had few friends, and did not learn much about
social matters before going to school.
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The problem | had all along was that | was a very bright kid and started my schooling
very young. It was different times in those days and going to boarding school was
considered the right thing to do. | asked Mum once why they had sent me and she
told me it was just what was done.

| was seven when | was first sent to boarding ‘prep’ school, which was at Terrington
Hall near Malton, East Yorkshire; an all-boys school. -was sent away to a
school in High Wycombe and then a ladies’ college down south somewhere.

| was the youngest boy at Terrington and started in the second form. Although | made
friends there, it was an enormous change to be boarding and not seeing my parents
for most of the year.

The XMl 2t Terrington was not married and | remember he had a medical
condition that affected [Jilif ! don’t recollect his name. In retrospect some of his
actions could be seen as questionable, and | don’t think he would have got away with
his behaviour these days. He may have been a paedophile, but | might be quite wrong
and he might have had the best of intentions. | had no contact with the school after |
left.

He used to get us little boys into his study in the evening when we were in our pyjamas,
sit one of us on his knee. He would then fiddle around with our genitals and tell us
what each was. This happened quite a few times. He would also spank us by taking
our trousers down and hitting us with a slipper or a cane across the buttocks.

None of this meant anything to me as a kid and that, | think, was the problem. It was
the normative behaviour. He never said anything about us boys not touching each
other and as little boys growing up we played with each other sexually. None of us
thought there was anything unusual about it. It was all terribly innocent and | cannot
recall there being any strictures against it.

After Terrington, in 1963, | was sent to Loretto School in Musselburgh and stayed there
until 1967. | went up in class by a year when | started at Loretto, which meant | was
12 years old when | was put in a class with a bunch of fourteen year olds.
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and | was accepted into their society for the person | was. Nobody cared if | was non-
sporting, there was no censure for being clever, and | could express myself freely.
This, | think, is the person | would have become at Loretto had | not had the
unfortunate experiences as a 12 year old and afterwards.

| certainly do not want to ascribe all my later problems with depression, insomnia,
social phobia and so on to my experiences at Loretto - that would be unreasonable
and would ignore the contemporaneous effect of my family upbringing. However |
would say that my experiences at Loretto laid the foundation for a difficult adolescence,
which may have contributed, and certainly did not help, with problems in later life.

| am well aware both from my reading, from the media and my from professional
experience with damaged adults in the prisons and in general practice that my
experiences pale in comparison with the abuse suffered by many others, and | do not
seek to hold up my problems alongside theirs. Nevertheless the events | relate above
did happen to me at Loretto, they did have consequences, and | think they should be
recounted.

Other information

| never came across any of the boys who abused me at Loretto again. | didn’t have
much to do with the place after | left and | have no idea what happened to them.

I have no objection to my witness statement being published as part of the evidence
to the Inquiry. | believe the facts stated in this witness statement are true.

Signed....

Dated.........
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