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Scottish Child Abuse Inquiry

Witness Statement of

CKD

Support person present: Yes

My name is My date of birth is - 1964. My contact

details are known to the Inquiry.

Background

| spent my early years in Oban with my mother ]l my dad |l and my two
sisters [JJllland Il Ve moved from Oban to Immingham for my dad’s work and
stayed there for about eight years.

My father was an alcoholic and was also addicted to a host of prescription drugs for
most of his working life. His behaviour in those days was not great at all, but it was
hidden from us extremely well. We were out at school most days and when we weren’t
at school, my mother would put us out in the mornings and lock the door behind us.
My dad was in a mess and my mother did her best to look after him.

When | was about nine and a half, my sisters and | were sent to boarding school so
that my mother could focus on frying to get my dad’s behaviour under control. -
was around twelve or thirteen at the time and |Jilffwas about eleven.

| went to New Park School and |||} and-went to St Leonards School, both of
which were in St Andrews. The schools weren't officially linked but a lot of boys at New
Park had sisters at St Leonards, so New Park was like the brother school to St
Leonards. The two schools have now merged.
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Food

The food was absolutely brilliant. There were two or three choices for breakfast and it
was a buffet-style service, so you didn't have to eat any food you didn't like. We got
things like Lorne sausage, black pudding and smoked bacon. It was such a contrast
from New Park, | thought | had moved into the Ritz.

Junior school

| joined Fettes in the junior school and went into Malcoim House. This was in 1976 or
1977. There were a lot of different houses all over the grounds. The housemaster,

lived in Malcolm house with his wife. || GcEzINGGE
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when she had to be, but she was a really nice lady.

Malcolm House had a nice, homely atmosphere. | genuinely felt as though people
actually cared about my wellbeing. | was badly behaved when | first arrived, and Mrs
I had to get a grip on some of the things | was doing. [ could be fairly
strict too, but he would sit you down and talk to you and ask you why you were
misbehaving. He'd then suggest other things for you to do. One of the things | took up
after a conversation with him was squash. He suggested it as | had all this energy to
burn. In the early days, | calmed down a bit and towed the line but it didn’t take long
until | reverted to type.

Senior school

| don’t know whether this was an official policy, but most of the houses seemed to
have somebody you could go to if you had concerns. | got on amazingly well with a
master called Mr[SERINI e used to call him il He was in charge of JJijj and
he brewed his own beer. We would go to see him on the pretext of organising the next
Il trip and we'd drink his beer with him. It was a completely different environment
from New Park. There certainly were some fierce Masters, but there were people
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around at Fettes that you knew you could go and talk to if you were having a terrible
time. | find it hard to understand that two schools operating in the same era could have

had such maijor cultural differences.

| went off the rails again when | was about thirteen. My parents were having difficulties
which led to them getting divorced. | didn't need that to happen, as | could really have
done with some guidance then. | was constantly in trouble and was behaving so badly,
| was actually taken away from Fettes. My father took me out half way through my
fourth form, and | was put into Reigate Grammar School in Surrey. | was very upset to
be taken away. | had formed very strong friendships, some of which continue to this

day, and | felt alone again without my friends.

Given where | had been, Fettes was a joyous period of life for me, even though | was
being naughty. So | did a deal with my father that if | passed all my O-levels with flying
colours, he would send me back to Fettes. | got myself back there and then behaved
incredibly badly again.

Luckily, | had a housemaster,, who protected me and a pal of
mine towards the end of my time at Fettes. was pretty fearsome. If he beat

you, you'd feel it for at least a week but he didn't beat many people. He never beat
me. There were times when the headmaster wanted to throw us out because we did
things you just couldn’t do. | was never privy to the conversations between the

headmaster and but my very strong feeling is that stood up for
and protected both of us, for which 1 am grateful to this day.

Fagging

There were two types of fagging. You were a fag to a prefect and you were given tasks
to do for the prefect, such as washing their boots or rugby kit. No-one really abused
that. The prefects used to keep an eye on one another and would take a prefect aside
if they did abuse it. The theory of it was that you would know what it was like to be at
the bottom of the pile, and you would remember how that felt when you reached the

top and were a prefect yourself.
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Life after school

My time at Fettes had been really happy, but educationally it was a disaster. | passed
five Highers and failed three A-levels. | had put myself down for medicine, so that was
no longer an option with the results | got. | had quite a good ability to talk my way out
of things, and Mr sat down with me and said that | should be a lawyer
because of how | talked when | was in trouble and stayed cool when the headmaster
was after my liver. You could get a “value equivalent” conversion for the Highers, but
| was just slightly short of the grades | needed so | went to Guildford College and did
two more A-levels in a year, which | passed with two ‘A’s. | then did a law degree, my
Law Society finals and qualified as a solicitor in the City of London.

| was very lucky that | met my wife i on the first day of my career in London. She
has been by my side and helped me all the way through ever since. We have two

fantastic sons.

impact

To this day | suffer significant lasting effects from the abuse. | have always had an
issue with anything that makes me feel constrained in any way at all, and that's
because the abuse | suffered was very constraining. Ever since my school days, the
feeling of being constrained has triggered a reaction in me to get free of it. It doesn't
have to be a physical constraint. This was problematic throughout my school days
because there were rules. The moment someone at school said to me that | wasn’t
supposed to be doing something, I'd find a way of doing it.

Somehow, | have ended up in one of the most competitive work environments in the
world and | have never really accepted that | have to go to work at all. | think | should
just be allowed to lark about and ride my motor bike and go skiing. This is relevant
because for me even having to go to work is a constraint. It's not that | am lazy or that
| struggle to conform. There’s something very deep inside me that makes me not want
to be constrained in any way. It can be the simplest thing. For example, when there
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harbour. If there had been anything wrong, there is no question | would have been
able to tell her.

Fettes also had house tutors who called you in and asked you mainly about academic
matters, but the conversations would be a bit more wide-ranging and they'd ask
questions about what activities you were getting involved in at school and who you
were doing those with. There were also masters Iike and s . Whether
it was by design or good luck, there was access to people at Fettes whom | felt
genuinely had my best interests at heart. That would have been a life-line for me at
New Park.

| had absolutely nowhere to go at New Park. Even if they'd had a button on the wall
with the words on it, “If you need help, press here”. That or something equivalent would

have been a life-saver for me.

| hope the Inquiry looks at organisations that got it wrong and identifies what was in
place or was not in place to enable abuse to happen. In my view, the entire set-up at
New Park enabled these things to happen. There was a culture of secrecy and the
circumstances made it possible for me to be peeled away from the pack without
anyone even noticing, or turning a blind eye if they did.

| think people in my situation would agree that the Inquiry can’t make it better for us. |
never expect to be better. My objective is just to manage it better. The reason | have
come forward is to help the Inquiry find ways to reduce the likelihood of this happening
to young people in the future. | can then walk away thinking that | tried to get a positive

out of something that was really not good at all.
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127. | have no objection to my witness statement being published as part of the evidence
to the Inquiry. | believe the facts stated in this withess statement are true.
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