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Scottish Child Abuse Inquiry

Witness Statement of

CCB

Support person present: No

My name is SN Vv date of birth is [ 1974 My contact

details are known to the Inquiry.

Life before going to boarding school

I was an only child for |l years before my sister was born. 1lived with my
parents in [ llrear Glasgow. 1 went to the local primary school. There were
lots of teachers’ strikes and so on going on at that time. | think that was part of the
decision not to send me to the local secondary school. That, in combination with my
dad having been to Merchiston, resulted in the decision to send me away to
Merchiston as a boarder. | was eleven when | went to Merchiston. | left the local
primary school after primary seven.

| don’t remember there being much discussion about whether | wanted to go. | don'’t
remember being particularly keen on the idea of being sent away. | do remember
that there was an interview before | went to Merchiston.

Merchiston Castle School, 294 Colinton Rd, Edinburgh

The school is in the grounds of Colinton Castle. Merchiston is all boys. There were
not many females in the school. There were some female teachers. It was a very
masculine culture. The school had houses separated off from the school building
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the corridor to the room where the baths were. The room was very ‘spartan’ and the
window was open.

| think the bath was already filled. JRB was there. He was standing there kind of in
the corner. He was there with his towel on. He was naked apart for the towel. |
don’t know why he was there with just a towel on. | don’t recall him speaking much
but that might be just my memory. There was quite an atmosphere of sternness and
coldness. There was definitely not a sense of “Oh, morning . Let's get this over
with. 1 don’t want to do this”. | then had to get into the bath. | can’t remember how
long | sat in the bath. My recollection is feeling really cold and numb. | was
shivering. | was vulnerable and naked. | wasn't enjoying the experience. | wanted
to be let out. | recall begging “Can | get out now?” and was told “no you have to stay
in”. Obviously | hadn’t been punished enough because, for whatever reason, |
wasn’t allowed to get out. Presumably after what had passed | was allowed to get
out. | remember getting out, shivering, and going to the locker room to get my towel.

Looking back on this as an adult, | believe that there was a power relationship
between him and me as an eleven year old. | wasn’t physically touched nor was |
made to touch him. However, | do believe that there might have been a sexual
element. It is kind of hard for me to justify why | think this, but | believe he quite
enjoyed having a naked eleven year old boy beg for him. | think he enjoyed the
power he had over me. There was almost an enjoyment for him in watching me
shivering and begging. It was certainly quite an austere experience. Looking back
at it now it would have been quite possible, in that situation where nobody else was

around and him enjoying the power thing, for things to have gone further.

The cold bath thing was certainly there as a punishment. | don't recall JRB talking to
me about it. It may have been threatened but | just don’t know.

A school friend has recently told me that he and another boy also received cold
baths. He said that after that he tried to have lots of cold baths. He thinks, looking
back, and he is not sure why, that might have been some sort of coping mechanism
for him.
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| suspect that any outcome of the Inquiry may be viewed by the school as not
applying to them. | don’t know what the answer is to that but that is what | anticipate.
| would hope that there is a change that it is viewed by the school that this stuff
matters. It isn’t just someone whinging. These things have a real effect on people.
There are real long term consequences.

I'm very interested in learning what has happened. The fact that JRB committed
suicide has led me to wonder what actually happened. That’s gone round in mind.
Almost for my own peace of mind | want to know what else happened at the school
and whether or not it was just me.

| have no objection to my witness statement being published as part of the evidence
to the Inquiry. | believe the facts stated in this witness statement are true.

Signed...
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