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PE1351
Dear Sirs,

We have read the submissions to the Committee by a number of the parties and FBGA would
like to provide feedback on some of the comments made by some of the parties.

ICSSS, In-Care Survivor Service Scotland

FBGA fully supported and welcomed the ICSSS service being funded and implemented for
survivors through our work and engagement through the subgroup.

Despite some initial teething issues, which were not wholly unexpected. FBGA understand from
feedback that we have been provided from Quarriers survivors who are service users of ICSSS
that they have counselling and other support services available- The feedback we have
received has overall been satisfactory conceming the ICSSS service.

The Scottish media did raise some issues and questioned the take up rate of the service users
in an article 15th March 2009. FBGA contributed comments to this article, due to

misquotes which were viewed as critical, by others including by one of the petitioners. FBGA
subsequently resolved any misunderstanding with the management of ICSSS. At the time one
of the petitioners was very complimentary about the ICSSS service provider and expressed this
view in a series of emails. So | am somewhat surprised by the critical comments expressed by
the Petitioners concerning the ICSSS service.

FBGA requested in discussions in the Subgroup a fully integrated survivor service with a
psychologist available within the service. However this part of our proposal was not
implemented. Many survivors have PTSD and other mental health issues which we understand
have not been properly assessed in any of the processes to-date.

Cross party working group on survivors of childhood sexual abuse (CPG)

FBGA raised the issue regarding the inclusion and representation of a broader spectrum of in-
care survivor representation on this group and National Reference group on numerous
occasions with the civil servants. As we were very concemned that it was not fully representative,
also the 2 Petitioners who were on the NRG and CPG were from the the same institution.
Quarriers and other in-care survivors from other institutions were clearly not represented on the
NRG or CPG. Subsequently a subgroup was set-up.

Subgroup,

| understand that this subgroup arose from our representations to the Scottish Executive and
Chair of the National Reference group and the CPG.

This subgroup was in our view a good and positive process which was initiated and set-up by
Scottish Executive in 2006. It was inclusive of a number of survivors including FBGA and an
independent Quarriers survivor and the 2 Petitioners. Discussions were sometimes difficult and
robust but allowed for an open and transparent discussion on the survivors issues and what
type of service was required. FBGA provided detailed proposals to the subgroup on what type
of service we believed would work in practice. We believe it provided a forum for a robust
discussion and a process which resulted in the ICSSS service being funded which the majority
of the survivor representation on the subgroup including one of the petitioners and FBGA
supported in a vote. The other petitioner did not attend the vote due to ill health.
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Any and all processes set-up to be available for all survivors from the various institutions. All
institutions in Scotland where there is alleged abuse to be fully and properly investigated

separately. No aggregation of survivors, refer to our previous submission to SHRC 22/06/2009
on this specific issue.

The historical abuse issues concerning Scotland while difficult are not insurmountable as
demonstrated by good practice in other countries. There has to be the constructive engagement
of the victim-survivors from the various institutions and the political will to resolve the issues.

Yours Sincerely

David Whelan
FBGA

www.fbga.co.uk



