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Fort Augustus Abbey was a voluntary unincorporated association. On 20
May 1936 a trust deed was registered which set up the St Benedict's
Abbey Trust. The beneficiaries of the trust were the members of the
community. The trust deed does not make reference to the running of
schools.

The land and buildings of Fort Augustus Abbey occupied by the monastic
community belonged to the Lovat family who gave the right to occupy to
the monastic community on a 999 year lease. The land and buildings
within which the Priory School was run was owned by the community. The
title was held by the Abbot, Prior and Bursar of the Fort Augustus Abbey.

When Fort Augustus Abbey was supressed the land and buildings at Fort
Augustus Abbey reverted to the Lovat Estate, while other assets and land
were transferred by a Deed of Gift by Fort Augustus to the English
Benedictine Congregation Trust. That occurred in 2010.

i. Were there any changes in the legal status of the organisation since it
was founded?

Yes.

iii. What, if any, material changes were there to the legal status of the
organisation?

Fort Augustus Abbey was a voluntary unincorporated association. On 20
May 1936 a trust deed was registered which set up the St Benedict's
Abbey Trust.

The Trust became insolvent and the community dispersed in 1999. There
was a suppression of the monastery under Canon Law in 2001. The Trust
remained in existence only to deal with any claims. The Trust was wound
up by the Scottish Charities Commission in 2011. It now has no legal
existence.

iv. ~What was the legal basis which authorised or enabled the organisation
to become responsible for the provision of residential care (including
foster care) for children in Scotland?

Fort Augustus Abbey established the schools independently. They
provided a service in return for remuneration from the parents of pupils.
The legal basis for the provision of care to the pupils was contractual. The
schools were not under the authority of a local education authority. There
was no statutory legal basis which authorised the organisation to become
responsible for the provision of residential care until the Education
(Scotland) Act 1980 which required independent schools to be registered
with the Registrar of Independent Schools. The Secretary of State
appointed an officer to be the Registrar of Independent Schools in
Scotland.
























































































