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The organisation’s knowledge of this impact comes from their inter-actions with
complainants and, in a more general way, from the literature on child sexual
abuse published by psychologists, psychiatrists and others.

iii. What is known about the impact of abuse on the families of
those children cared for at the establishment who were abused,
or alleged to have been abused?

In the case of the two instances referenced in 5.7 (i), family life seemed to be
seriously affected because of an inability to sustain relationships. Some of the
factors that have been identified — depression, low self-esteem, loss of trust and
loss of social skills — would have contributed to the inability to sustain
relationships.

iv. 'Where does the organisation/establishment’s
knowledge/assessment of that impact come from?

This knowledge comes from the reports on the interactions between the
organisation’s representatives and the complainants.

5.8 Known Abusers at Establishment

i. Does the organisation/establishment know of specific abusers,
or alleged abusers, of children cared for at the establishment?

Records at the headquarters of the European Province of the Christian Brothers
identify convicted abusers as well as those against whom allegations have been
made.

ii. If so, what are the names of the abusers, and/or alleged
abusers?

The names of convicted abusers are two former Christian Brothers:
e John Farrell
e Paul Kelly

The names of those against whom allegations have been made are:
e deceased former Brother (allegation of sexual
abuse);

e Brother allegation of physical abuse);
e deceased Brother (allegation of physical abuse);
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e deceased Brother Gerard Ryan (allegation of sexual and physical abuse);
e Brother
e former Brother

L

Mr.

. lay teacher, |

There were two Brothers in St. Ninian’s at the same
time. It would appear from the alleged abuser given by the
complainant that the allegations pertain to Brother Gerard Ryan and not Brother

I v ho is also deceased).

Regarding
the complaints against them were made through the police and the police did
not inform the Christian Brothers of the names of those who made
complaints/allegations against them or dates or periods of time during which the
abuse was alleged to have taken place.

iii. For each of these persons, please provide as much as possible of
the following information:

e the period (dates) during which they are known or
alleged to have abused children cared for at the
establishment

a. former Brother John Farrell - 1980 — 83,
b. former Brother Paul Kelly - 1979 — ’83,
c. former Brother (deceased) 1960 - 1962,
d. Brother — no date/year confirmed

e. Brother (deceased) — 1970 -’72,

f. Brother Gerard Ryan (deceased) — 1971 — °75,
g. Former Brother — 1970 — “71.

e the role they had in the organisation/establishment
during the period of abuse and/or alleged abuse

Former Brother John Farrell was a staff member at St. Ninian’s in the latter part
of 1980 and became Headmaster from 1981 — *83.

Former Brother Paul Kelly was a staff member at St. Ninian’s from 1979 — *83.

Former Brother was a staff member at St. Ninian’s from

1960 — ’62.
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Brother as a staff member at St. Ninian’s from 1959 — “66.

BrotherP was_ at St. Ninian’s
from 1970 - °7/3.

Brother Gerard Ryan was a staff member at Ninian’s from 1969 — 76 before
I o 1976 50,

Former Brother (SN v 2s 2 staff member at St. Ninian’s from 1970
— 83 both as a Brother and after receiving a dispensation from his vows.

e where they worked prior to, and following, their
time at the organisation/establishment

Former Brother John Farrell had worked in Christian Brothers schools in South
Africa before being transferred back to the English Province in 1977. He spent a
short period in Falkland before pursuing a course of studies in St. Acquin’s,
Twickenham. He was transferred back to St. Ninian’s, Falkland, in September
1980 where he became Headmaster in January 1981. After the closure of St.
Ninian’s in 1983, John Farrell was transferred to the Christian Brothers’ school
in Plymouth and then to Lucan, Co. Dublin. He received a dispensation from his
religious vows in 1987.

Former Brother Paul Kelly had worked in Christian Brother schools in
Plymouth and Liverpool before being transferred to St. Ninian’s in 1979. After
the closure of St. Ninian’s he worked in Christian Brother schools in Stoke and
Plymouth and was dispensed from his religious vows in 1996.

Former Brother had worked in Christian Brother

schools in Blackpool, Crosby, Birkenhead, Altrincham, Liverpool (St.
Edward’s), Stoke and Gibraltar before his transfer to St. Ninian’s in
1960. He returned to St. Edward’s, Liverpool,

Il aftcr being removed from St. Ninian’s in 1962. It is not clear from the
records if he resumed his teaching career in St. Edward’s. He was dispensed
from his religious vows in 1965.

Brother R 2ppears to have spent short periods of time teaching in
Christian Brother schools in Bristol and Plymouth before pursuing a degree
course in mathematics after which he was assigned to St. Ninian’s, Falkland, in
1959. After leaving St. Ninian’s in 1966 he worked in Christian Brother schools
in Liveiool, Liberia in West Africa, Gibraltar and Sunderland. He [ Gz

St. Anne’s, Liverpool in 1988. He continues to live in Liverpool.
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Brother (deceased) worked in the Christian Brother’s

Industrial School in Letterfrack, as well Christian Brother schools in Trim and
Tullamore (Ireland), before transferring to the English Province in 1966. In

England he worked in St. Edward’s, Liverpool, before—
_ St. Ninian’s from 1970 — “73. He then attended the tertianship

course (a year of spiritual renewal in Rome) before returning to work in
Christian Brother schools in Gibraltar, Liverpool and Bristol. He returned to

Ireland in 1981 and worked in Christian Brother schools in Dublin (North
Brunswick Street) Dublin, Dundalk and Swords in

1992.

Brother Gerard Ryan worked in Christian Brother schools in Altrincham,

Crosby and Gibraltar before being assigned to St. Ninian’s, Falkland, in 1969.
D - ¢ Nivico's from 1976 - 80, After loaving S,
Ninian’s, he became Superior and Headmaster of the Christian Brother’s school
in Yekepa, Liberia from 1981 — ’88. After that he worked in Christian Brother
schools in Sierra Leone and the Ivory Coast.

Former Brother worked in Christian Brothers schools in
Edinburgh and Gibraltar prior to being assigned to St. Ninian’s Falkland in
1968. He was dispensed from his religious vows in 1972. He resumed work in
St. Ninian’s in 1978. He was to take up employment in Starley Hall School, Fife
on leaving St. Ninian’s in 1983.

e the knowledge sought or received about them by the
organisation/establishment at the point of recruitment,
and while they were at the establishment

All of the people referenced in the previous section joined the Christian
Brothers as postulants in their mid to late teenage years. Character references
for each of them would have been sought from various people (school
headmasters and members of the clergy) at that time. Before being assigned to
St. Ninian’s, they would all have been well known to members of the Provincial
Council of the English Province.

e any information sought by, or provided to, future
employers or third parties after they left the
establishment, including regarding abuse or alleged
abuse

There is no record of any information sought by, or provided to future
employers or third parties after the people in question left St. Ninian’s. As
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former Brother John Farrell became a priest in the diocese of Motherwell after
leaving the Christian Brothers, it is presumed that the diocesan authorities
sought references from the Christian Brothers regarding his suitability for the
priesthood.

iv. Were known abusers, or alleged abusers, of children cared for
at the establishment moved from one establishment run by the
organisation, to another establishment run by the
organisation?

Apart from the previously mentioned instance of former Brother
there is no reference in the available records to either known or
alleged abusers during the life-time of St. Ninian’s (1950 — ’83). Hence, the
question of anyone, with the exception of K&s | being
transferred to another establishment run by the organisation because of
allegations of abuse does not appear to have arisen.

v. If so, why was this considered to be appropriate?
It is assumed that the reference relating to m‘that he could
not be trusted with children’ was the reason for his removal from St. Ninian’s.
I Thcrc is no reference in the records as to whether he returned to

teaching in St. Edward’s, Liverpool. If he did, one presumes that the decision to
allow him to return was based on advice at the time and that due

supervision was exercised by his Superior. Eventually,

was released from his religious vows in 1965 and left the congregation of
Christian Brothers.

vi. If so, what process of monitoring/supervision followed at the
new establishment?

The only case about which we have any knowledge is the one cited above.

5.9 Specific Complaints

i. How many specific complaints of abuse of children cared for at
the establishment have been made to the
establishment/organisation?

The best estimate of specific complaints that can be given is 13. Six of these
relate to Paul Kelly and two to John Farrell. The other five complaints on the

115



CBR.001.001.0149
116

Christian Brothers’ records relate to particular complainants which will be
identified underneath.

For each specific complaint, please answer the following:

ii. Who made the complaint?

The six complaints against Paul Kelly were made by the following former
residents of St. Ninian’s #
E_, ,

Regarding the complaints on record against John Farrell, one of the
complainants is unknown and the other is
The omplaint agains: R < v > I
The complaint against Brother was made by_

The complaint against Brother was made by
e

The complaint against Brother Gerard Ryan was made by David Sharp.

The complain;w is being pursued by the executors
of the estate o (deceased) — date of death,-2016.

ili. When was the complaint made?

Five of the complaints made against Paul Kelly first came to the attention of the
Christian Brothers on 14/06/2002. The complaint made by [
came to the attention of the Christian Brothers on 21/09/2016.

The first complaint against John Farrell came to the attention of the Christian
Brothers on 01/07/2013. The complaint made by jhais
ame to the attention of the Christian Brothers on 21/09/2016.

The complaint made by [N -<+ins: R - <<

18/09/1998 on the Christian Brothers’ records.

The complaint by_against Brotheris also dated
18/09/1998 on the Christian Brothers’ records.
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The complaint against Brother was made by email on

01/09/2014.

The complaint made by David Sharp to the Fife Police first came to the
attention of the Christian Brothers on 30/10/1998.

The complaint against Mr. by the executors of the estate of
ﬁdates from 05/01/2016.

iv. Against whom was the complaint made?

The identities of both complainants and those against whom complaints have
been made are given in 5.9 (ii) and 5.9 (iii) above.

v. What was the nature of the complaint?

Four of the six complaints on record against Paul Kelly relate to physical assault
while the fifth complaint (made b is of a sexual nature. The
complaint made by states: “whilst there he

was abused”.

The complaint by the unknown complainant against John Farrell is of a sexual
nature. The complaint made against him b_is

similar to that made against Paul Kelly: “whilst there he was abused”.

The complaints made by _relate to sexual abuse on the part of
and physical abuse on the part of Brother S G

The complaint made by against Brother

relates to physical abuse.

The complaint by David Sharp against Brother Gerard Ryan relates to sexual
abuse.

The complaint against Mr. by the executors of the estate of
iis of non-specified sexual abuse.

vi. When/over what period was the abuse alleged to have taken
place?

The complaints against Paul Kelly and John Farrell relate to the periods 1979 —
’83 and 1980 — ’83 respectively. The complaints agajnsth
and Brotheru relate to the period 1960 — *62. The complaint against
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Brother [ relates to the period 1970 —72 and the
complaint against Brother Gerard Ryan relates to the period 1971 — *75. The

complaint against Mr. relates to the period 1970 — *71.

vii. What was the organisation/establishment’s process and
approach in dealing with the complaint?

The only complaint that seems to have been made directly to the Christian

Brothers was that which came by email from h He sought

information as to why Brother _Was transferred from St. Ninian’s in
y exami

1973. Brother Edmund Garve ned the relevant records of the English
Province which merely indicated that Brother [BHD RV going to Rome

on a period of spiritual renewal. There was nothing to suggest that Brother
departure from St. Ninian’s was linked to abuse of any kind on his
part. EAS v 2s furnished with this information and nothing further was
heard from him.

All of the other complaints/allegations came initially to the Brothers either
through the police or after the police had been informed.

viii. What was the organisation/establishment’s process and
approach for investigating the complaint?

The Christian Brothers’ approach was to facilitate police investigations by
providing them with any relevant information in their possession. Once they
knew that police investigations were taking place, the Christian Brothers felt
that it would be inappropriate for them to try to establish contact with the
complainants.

ix. What was the outcome of the complaint following that
investigation?

The principal outcome of the police investigations was the High Court hearin
in Glasgow in July 2016 from which issued the two convictions i
i referenced in 5.8 (ii).

With regard to the complaints made aiainst former Brother

Sl (deceased) and Brother these complaints were initially
processed through the Archdiocese of St. Andrews and Edinburgh who notified
the Fife police. Brother S. F. Hall of the Provincial Council, English Province,
engaged with in pastoral outreach but was advised to exercise
caution as it was possible that legal proceedings would be issued against
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Brother Eventually, the Brothers were notified by the Procurator Fiscal
at Cupar that no proceedings against Brother Were being pursued.

The allegations against Brother Gerard Ryan also reached the Christian Brothers
initially through the Fife police, on 30/10/1998. This allegation seems to have
gone into abeyance until 2010 when David Sharp made contact with Brother
David Gibson of the Christian Brothers, European Province. A number of
emails were exchanged between Mr. Sharp and Brother Gibson preparing the
way for a meeting which took place between them on 14/02/2011.

x. Did the organisation/establishment provide a specific response to
the complaint?

In a letter to David Sharp dated 21/03/2011, Brother Gibson provided him with
the name of the Christian Brothers’ solicitors and advised him that any request
for compensation would have to be processed between a solicitor acting on his
behalf and the Christian Brothers’ solicitors. Brother Gibson also sent a cheque
for €500 to Mr. Sharp to compensate him for out of pocket expenses in
connection with their meeting and apologised to him on behalf of the Christian
Brothers for all the hurt he had suffered.

xi. If so, what was the form of response e.g. apology, redress,
pastoral response or any other type of response?

Contacts between David Sharp and the Christian Brothers continued and a
further meeting took place between Brother Edmund Garvey, Province Leader,
and David Sharp on 13/11/2015. Brother Garvey reiterated Brother Gibson’s
apology on behalf of the Congregation as well as the Congregation’s position
that requests for financial compensation could only be conducted through their
respective solicitors.

xii. If there was no response, why not?
The response was as outlined above.

xiii. Was the information/content of the complaint passed to police?
The Christian Brothers’ records indicate that all of the complaints with the
exception of that made by [GASNIII were known to the police before they
reached the Christian Brothers.

xiv. If not, why not?
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The issue raised by I sccmed to have more to do with seeking
information than processing of a complaint.

5.10 Civil Actions
i. How many civil actions have been brought against the
organisation and/or establishment relating to abuse, or alleged
abuse, of children cared for at the establishment?
No civil actions have been brought.
For each such civil action, please answer the following:
ii. 'Who brought the action?
No civil actions have been brought.
iii. ~When was the action brought?
No civil actions have been brought.
iv. Against whom was the action brought?

No civil actions have been brought.

v. What was the nature of the abuse, or alleged abuse, to which
the action related?

No civil actions have been brought.

vi. What were the names of the persons said to have, or alleged to
have, committed abuse?

No civil actions have been brought.

vii. When/over what period was the abuse said, or alleged, to have
taken place?

No civil actions have been brought.
viii. How did the action progress?

No civil actions have been brought.
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The organisation has been informed by the police about complaints of abuse on
four occasions.

In relation to each known complaint to the police, please
answer the following questions:

ii. 'Who was the alleged abuser?
The organisation received two different notices of complaints in 1998. The
alleged abusers were [l Brotherand Brother

Gerard Ryan.

The organisation received notice of complaints in 2002 against Paul Kelly and

MHG

In 2013, the organisation initially received notice of a complaint against John

Farrell. It appears that it was this investigation which led eventually to the
commencement of proceedings

iii. Did the police conduct an investigation in relation to the
complaint?

The police contacted the Christian Brothers about the complaints made as part
of their investigation.

iv. If so, who conducted the investigation and when?
The organisation was informed by the police about complaints in 1998, 2002
and 2013 (onwards to trial in 2016). All investigations were conducted by Fife
Police.

v. What was the outcome of the police investigation?

The organisation was advised by the Procurator Fiscal at Cupar that no
proceedings were being pursued against Brother [N

It appears that matters were not pursued against Paul Kelly_ in

2002 but, as per 5.12 (ii)) a police investigation in 2013 resulted in the
commencement of proceedings
which resulted in a high Court trial in

2016.
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