Scottish Child Abuse Inquiry

Witness Statement of

FHO

Support person present: No

My full name is | My date of birth is I 1973 and my

contact details are known to the Inquiry.

Life before going into care

| was born in Stobhill hospital in Glasgow and then | was raised between being in

care and at home. My mum was _and my dad was-

| was the third youngest of thirteen children. From oldest to youngest my brothers

S [ re—————

There must be a year or so between each of us.

I = the oldest, she's in her sixties now, and she's been through so much
as well. | always remember a conversation between my mum, my dad,_

and[l} that [l should have stayed in the house and [Jfffshould have

been taken out the house.

| didn’t know what happened to -but | found out later in life that she was
taken out the house and that she went to Edinburgh and Quarrier’s to stay.

My earliest memory of my mum having a house is at_on the

south side of Glasgow. | was always full of anger as a bairn. Everything was fine
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13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

When | was about seven or eight Claire Mullen came to the house with the police
and we were taken away because my mum had left us without a babysitter. It was
meant to be my sister-that was babysitting us all, but she'd left that down to

my sister |l and gone upstairs to the [Jhouse. That left B ith
I - ¢ yself. Someone must have phoned in and reported

that and we all ended up getting taken away by the police.

We were all taken to Easterhouse police station and locked in a cell. My mum, -
and -were there as well. It was me that opened the door to the police at the
house and my mum gave me a beating at the police station for doing that. That was
in the cell and | had to be taken out and put in another cell, it was that bad.

Then we were all sent to Maxton House children’s home. We went in a minibus. My
mum was with us to make sure we settled in okay and so she knew where we were
going.

Maxton House, Bridgeton, Glasgow
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52. | remember my mum coming to Maxton and telling us all that she had a new house

at | Gasoov and that it was a five bedroom house

and we were all going back to live there.

Life back at home - | R G'asoov

53. It was at the start of the summer holidays in 1980 that we left Maxton. | thought that
would be a brand new fresh start for me and that things could get better. We got the
house all done up and after the summer | went to ] ]l primary school, | was in
primary 6 or 7.

54. | can't really remember what it was that happened but things just got worse for me,
once we got home. Mum started battering me again. She was trying to get my
brother-to hit me but he would come in to my room and tell me to kid on |
was greeting. Between us we would pretend he was giving me a battering.

55. One time my mum gave me such a beating | was covered in bruises, my head was
all lumps and my face was red raw. She would grab me by the hair, she would slap
me and punch me and kick me and then she would whack me over the head with a
brush. She hit me with the brush on my head, on my back and on my legs.

56. She would also hit me with the mop, the shovel and the poker for the fire. She just

battered me all the time and | never knew why, | didn’t do anything.

57. No one at school would have known, no one asked, and there was no one | could
have talked to. | didn’t think anyone wanted to help me and no one ever asked.
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83.

84.

85.

86.

87.

88.

89.

General

stayed vith R - I - G'ascov. Thei

sons, and -also stayed there SN was in his mid-twenties, and had a
big nose, we called him ‘beaky’. [ was slightly older, | think, and he was totally
blind.

There was also _and_staying there. She was a toddler

about a year and a half or two years old, | remember she had long red hair i}
was just a wee baby. They were both fostered by the [N

The house was an old tenement close with three bedrooms, it was all on the one
leve!. | were in one room,and- in another and | think
wee i was in the third room. Il was in a cot in the livingroom. | remember
she got taken away when | was there.

| was in foster care with the for about two months in 1987, but | can’t
remember all the dates exactly, because | just kept getting shipped about. | didn’t get
a chance to meet pals or anything like that, because as soon as | met anybody, the

next thing | was getting taken away again.

| just stayed on at |l secondary school when | was with the [N
family. | just went there to take the piss out the teachers, | just wanted away from the

place.

B i vash my clothes, make me something to eat and give me my

pocket money but | more or less brought myself up in that house.

They all said things about me all the time. would say things like ‘no wonder
your mum didn’t want you’ and ‘no wonder your dad’s dead’. Then [l started
saying those things as well.
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90.

01.

92.

93.

94,

95.

| think my mum was telling them things when she visited, because | just stayed
outside when she did visit. She didn’t come round often but she did come in taxi’s
sometimes and | would stay away. My mum was a horrible wee woman, and | wasn't

going near the house.

My mum accused me of having sex with other bairns and was telling
all things like that, saying | was a “wee midden” whatever that

was back then. EESHEEEGEGE to!d me all that.

Abuse in Foster Care |
both liked to drink a lot of alcohol. They drank every

weekend in the house or sometimes they went out to the |JJfffamily. They were

related in some way and they lived in the next close and were foster carers as well.

EEEEE 2 just a pure beast. He asked me if | knew how to kiss a boy
then said he would show me. | said | didn’t want to be shown, but then he started to

kiss me. He started touching me. Everyone else was out the house and it was just

me and G

He kissed me and touched me in places | didn’t want to be touched. He tried to have
sex with me but | didn’t want that. He had his hands inside my clothes and he asked

me to strip down but | didn’t do that. He had all his clothes on when he was doing it.

did that in the house and he also took me to Anstruther caravan park and
touched me up in a caravan there. We were at the caravan park for a week’s holiday.
He tried to have sex me with there as well, but | told him no. | wasn't like that, |
wasn’t brought up like that. He kept forcing himself trying to kiss me but | wasn’t

having it and | kept pushing him away.
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96.

97.

98.

99.

100.

101.

102.

Reporting of abuse in Foster Care -—

RE]fe] FHL-FHU about [Nl touching me after we came back
from Anstruther caravan park, but they didn’t believe a word of it. They didn’t want to
believe it and called me a Iiar.denied it and kept on denying he did anything to

me.

After that [ \'<re always telling me my mum didn’t want

me, and no wonder as | was just a born liar, stuff like that. They started to be like that

because of me telling them about their son.

| went round to see Marie Valente, my social worker, and she was the only one who
believed me. | had a man social worker at that time, Tony Brannan, but | didn’t want
to tell him in case | wasn't believed, so | walked round and got to speak to Marie

Valente.

I told her Gl had sexually assaulted me twice and she believed me.
Marie got me moved out that house and that was when | got put into Fairfield.

| was too embarrassed to say anything to any teachers or anyone at the school,

because of the stigma and the comments people would have said.

Leaving Foster Care - AN

| went back to stay with the family for about two weeks after | had told
Marie Valente about the sexual abuse. | was scared to be back there. | was scared
to go to sleep in case [ came creeping into the room. Nothing else happened

though.

Marie had said to me that because she wasn't my social worker that she would need
to contact Ruckazie social work department to get me moved. | don’t know what

happened about that, no one ever came and asked me any more about it.

16



103. Marie was writing things down at the time [ told her. | said it had been sexually
abused twice, in the house and in the caravan at Anstruther Caravan Park near St.

Andrew’s, and she was writing that all down.

Fairfield Children’s Home, Sherbrooke Avenue, Pollockshields, Glasgow
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161.

162.

163.

164.

Life after being in care

165. After Fairfield | moved to a flat that the Independent Living Project got for me in
B | 25 getting battered about by a boyfriend | met called [

I actually met him on my last ever holiday when | was at Fairfield.

166. He was brilliant for the first few months then one night he came in and something
just wasn't right. He was on drugs or something and he started punching me and

kicking me. After that | didn’t want anything more to do with him.

167. He stayed in a hostel called_in Partick, Glasgow. He was on

drugs and constantly full of drink and he physically abused me several times. He was

sleeping with other women as well.
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210.

211,

212.

213.

People need to be held liable and accountable for what they have done to children in
care. You need to get to the truth and get people to admit what they’'ve done to
young people.

They have to do proper checks with the police, to stop these monsters working with
kids. | don’t care what it takes, they should all be investigated, even if they've kicked
a dog, they need to be investigated before they can work with children.

People working with kids need to be up to scratch and they need to start stripping
kids down in front of people, to make sure there’s no marks or bruises.

Other information

| have no objection to my witness statement being published as part of the evidence
to the Inquiry. | believe the facts stated in this witness statement are true.

FHO

I NO NN - <o st e s S s

Date. 0. [] . /ZO RO o .
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