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Scottish Child Abuse Inquiry

Witness Statement of

HKX

Support person present: No

1. My name is and | am known as. My date of birth is [JJjj

-1955. My contact details are known to the Inquiry.

Life before going to boarding school

2. |was born in St Andrews and grew up in a small farming village |||~ Fife. !
lived with my older brother [llland our parents. My father's name was |||
I and my mother was called_ (née -). My father
sailed in the merchant navy and he could be away from home for months at a time so
my mother would often sail with him. It made sense for them to send both -and
myself to boarding school.

3. | attended the local primary school in our village from years P1 to P3. It had good
teachers and | received a sound basic education. Children from the village school
would normally move on to secondary education at the nearby high school in Methil,
but my parents considered that to be unsuitable for us. The next nearest school would
have been in Cupar, but it wasn’t practical for us to get there on public transport from
my village.

4. The local village GP told my parents he had the same concerns about local education
and was planning to send his children away to boarding school at Morrison’s Academy
in Crieff. My parents decided to adopt the same solution, sending my brother-to
that school in 1953 when he was aged eight. .was at Morrison’s for ten years,
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14.

15.

16.

recognised some of the behaviours and the stories in that book. When | took my own
children to the cinema to see the first Harry Potter film | quickly spotted many
similarities to my own experiences and had strong feelings of déja vu. There are many
things in that work of fiction which fit with my experience, but many things which do
not. In the Harry Potter World the maturity of the children and their engagement with
adult staff does not reflect my experience at the younger age of eight.

To me, and in my memories, Morrison’s had a sombre, dark and unfriendly feeling. A
threatening place but with a lot of positives mixed in amongst it. When | started at
school | was already very tall for my age and felt very awkward as | overshadowed my
peer group. _ By way of example, in my first year
at primary school, P1, the school had to bring in a desk from the senior school for me.
That always made me the subject of fun as | was so tall, physically ungainly, not sporty,
and socially awkward

Another issue for me was that [JJjhad attended the school from the age of eight in
1953 and had been there until the |l of 1963. Our times at the school never
overlapped. He had been_in the same boarding house for his last two
years and there may have been some scores to settle. He told me more recently he
didn’t approve of the physical thuggery and tried to put a stop to it, but it had clearly
come back by the time | started at the school. I'm not sure that my difficulties arose
because | was-s younger brother. | think the bullying was institutionalised and |
was picked on because | was tall and awkward, and too immature to stand up for
myself. The mentality seemed to be that because | was bigger | must be tougher than
the rest of the junior boys, so the brutality was scaled up to match my size.

| was allocated to a boarding house called Dalmhor. It was about a quarter of a mile
up the road from the school and is the last building on the access road to the Crieff
Hydro Hotel. It was a medium-sized boarding house accommodating between thirty
and thirty-four boys. | recall there being three principal staff members: the
housemaster, the house matron, and a cook. The house master was Mr (IR
who lived in an annexe to the boarding house. He seemed relatively young to me,
even as an eight year old. He was possibly in his thirties or early forties. He was
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43.

45.

46.

47.

48.

| started at the school in P4 and even at that young age | was in different classrooms
for different subjects and we had to run from one classroom to another when the bell
rang. | was well taught through old fashioned methods. We were expected to absorb
the facts the teachers told us and not challenge them.

The curriculum was very focussed on traditional subjects. While in the junior school
(P4-P7) | remember studying English, Mathematics, French, History and Geography.
| won the class academic prize in S1, but got hell from other boys who thought | didn’t
deserve the prize because | had excelled at maths, physics and chemistry. Not proper
subjects in their eyes because it didn’t involve writing essays. Although it had a
science department, the school was not strong on sciences.

It was a very old-fashioned curriculum. | had wanted to study German in S1, but the
timetable didn’t allow me to do that if | wanted to study science. | was forced to take
Latin, a subject in which | had little interest and ended up hating.

The teachers were mostly male, and included many of the boarding house masters.
The History teacher, Mr Williamson, had been house master at Dalmhor in my
brother’s early years at the school. Mr who | think was the-teacher,
was housemaster at Dalmhor in my brother’s later years. | think the housemaster in

my time, Mr , was the-teacher.

There were many teachers who were not associated with the boarding houses, and
not all were male. | had a female class teacher in S1, although that was rare in the
boys school. The head teacher was a man called J E G Quick and he was head of the
school for the whole time | was there. -had been in-class at the school.

School finished at 3:30 or 4 pm. Then we were expected to take part in sports or go
back to the boarding house. | wasn’t sporty, but | was reluctant to go back to the nearly
empty boarding house because | feared finding myself alone with some of the older
boys. As a result, | often stayed on at the main school building.
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101.

102.

103.

104.

Particularly in my first year, we were often punished when we didn’t understand what
we’d done wrong. Often, behaviour that was normal and acceptable at home turned
out to be against the rules of the boarding house. We were given lines or sometimes
‘slippered’ to encourage the absolute adherence to rules and forms of behaviour.
There was little engagement from adults and most guidance was provided by the
prefects. The seventeen and eighteen year old prefects were not always good at
explaining things to eight year olds, and we often would not understand or accept why
our behaviour warranted severe punishment. Looking back, we were expected to turn
into functioning adults the moment we stepped through the door. This expected level
of maturity is portrayed in fiction like Harry Potter, but didn’t exist in reality.

Most of the time punishment was sufficiently unpleasant to teach you to not repeat the
behaviour, even if you didn’t fully understand why it was not allowed or appreciate why
it warranted such severe action. However, there was a clear distinction between what
was seen as controlled corporal punishment and uncontrolled bullying. Corporal
punishment was a threat that lurked in the background, although it was only exercised
intermittently. Bullying was a constant threat, with incidents happening weekly if not
daily.

Most of the real trouble for me had ceased by the time | was twelve. There was a
gradual sliding scale, as you got older you got bigger and you learned the rules. There
was a perception that the little boys were a nuisance and junior boys were not viewed
in a supportive way by seniors.

There was one prefect, || ]l who was particularly bad, sitting immediately
to [l s ‘et in the 1968 photograph, and I kept out of his way. There was a
small group of two or three boys who were a problem in the boarding house. Most of
the older boys just ignored the juniors, but a few were supportive. | remember lan
Leighton (known as ‘Leafy Leighton’) as being good. We always tried to be near the
good older boys, because we regarded them as protection from the troublemakers.
There was no threat, in my experience, beyond physical bullying. When lessons were
over | didn’t want to go back to the boarding house after school and would delay it as
much as possible. It did have an effect on me.
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108.

106.

107.

108.

| suspect to some extent the staff didn’t know what was going on between the younger
boys and seniors in terms of peer abuse. The house master deferred to the prefects
who then told the senior boys to keep an eye on what the younger boys were doing.
Mrwas too far removed from what was going and lived in the annexe and
we only saw him regularly at mealtimes when he was with the prefects. | think there
was an acceptance of a hard regime. Sometimes, the bullying was perpetrated or
condoned by the prefects who weren'’t going to tell the house master.

I've spoken to my brother about the house masters and it seems they were on a
varying scale of good and not so good.-spoke very highly of Mr Williamson who
was house master in his earlier years. Mr Williamson was lovely and so was his wife
and they were supportive. Then there was Mrand-got on fine with him,

but by then -was an upper school pupil. My house master was Mr [N and
he was a very cold fish and | didn’t warm to him. [Jfjsaid he got on ok with.

| heard a story from my brother that some of the boys before me had got so fed up
with Mras the previous house master that they had got a dog turd and
wrapped it up in newspaper, set fire it to it and left it on the doorstep of his annexe.
Then rang the doorbell and ran away. came to the door and saw this blazing
newspaper and stamped it out. The boys weren’t going to do that toif they
thought he was wonderful.

Leaving Morrison’s Academy

I left Morrison’s in 1968 when | was aged thirteen. This was because my parents
moved to Edinburgh, where wider family Iived.-lived there too. Alternative
education options were now available for me and day school also cost less money.
There was also limited subject availability in Morrison’s. It was a relatively small and
traditional school. | was interested in sciences and | wanted to learn practical,
technical, engineering topics and Morrison’s couldn’t offer what | wanted.
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123.

124.

125.

of emotional development in that closed community. My wife says it took her years to
re-programme me in my view of life and the way | related to people. There was a big
gap in how | looked at life and reacted to situations as a consequence of my schooling
and my upbringing.

Hopes for the Inquiry

Some people will have been scarred for life by their school experiences, much worse
than | had, and | hope they get some kind of closure from this Inquiry. I'm well
acquainted with PTSD from my father and his war time experiences on the Atlantic
convoys during the second world war. He carried his memories with him.

| know there are a lot of headlines about sexual abuse, but there is also a lot of
emotional damage caused by physical abuse and bullying of the type | experienced.
While | managed to put my experiences behind me, | understand that many were not
able to do that.

Other information

| have no objection to my witness statement being published as part of the evidence

to the Inquiry. | believe the facts stated in this witness statement are true.
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