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Scottish Child Abuse Inquiry

Witness Statement of

LLB

Support person present: No

i My name is . My date of birth is-‘t 976. My contact details

are known to the Inquiry.

Life before boarding school

2. My mother was_ but she was known as- Her date of

birth was - 1947. She worked as a primary teacher. My father was-

_, born on -1 944. He worked as a solicitor. Both my parents

are deceased now. | was born in Redlands Hospital in the West End of Glasgow. |
have an older brother, | who was born on |l 1974 and a younger

brother,- who was born on _ 1980. My sister, - known as
- was born on_‘l 982.

3. Welived in the |l area of Glasgow throughout my childhood, moving once to
a nearby flat in the same area before | started at boarding school. | attended
I Scoo! before starting at [~ 1981 at the age
of ﬁve._was an independent school for five to eighteen year olds in
I Glasgow. | remained there until | moved to Loretto in 1989. |
completed my primary school education and the first year of secondary school at
I | s then the correct age to start at the senior school at Loretto,
which had a slightly different system with five years in its upper school.
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18.

19.

20.

was that would allow us to get more fresh air. In the same vein, the dormitory windows
were left open all year round. It wasn't a big deal in those days. | don’t think children
feel the cold in the same way as | do now. Nobody really seemed to complain about
it. If it got really cold, we would close the window. The idea was to have a free-flowing
circulation of air in the dormitories, which was probably a good thing with a lot of young

boys.

Staff

In the boarding house there were three full-time staff, two of whom were teachers.
There was the housemaster, who lived in a house attached to Hope House. The
assistant housemaster and the matron had flats inside the house. The first
housemaster when | was in Hope House was Andrew Chapman. He lived with his wife,
Marina, and their young son. In my fifth or lower sixth form, Roger Whait took over as
housemaster of Hope House. The assistant housemaster, Joe Chandler, was new
when | arrived. | don’t think he stayed at Loretto for more than around three years and
believe that he is now a successful teacher somewhere in England. Mr Wetherby took
over from him. There were two or three matrons during my time at Hope House. | can’t
remember the names of the first two, but the last one was called Diane Pringle-Taylor.
She was there for at least my last couple of years.

Quite a few of the school staff lived on campus. The hierarchy of the school included

the headmaster, the Reverend Norman Drummond. Thewas
known as the i . His name was and he was a former pupil

himself. There were probably heads of department, but | didn’t really know much about
the management of the school. There was also the Board of Governors, whom | was
aware sat at the top of the tree, but | wouldn’t have had any contact with them or known
much about them beyond that.

| don’t think there was a uniform view about the headmaster, Norman Drummond. My
personal view was that he was, first and foremost, a formidable and charismatic
speaker from the best traditions of the Church of Scotland. He seemed to have a very
strong and unequivocal sense of right and wrong, which made him a strong leader
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70.

71.

T2

73.

might deal with them at double. The other teachers didn’t attend double and it would
be conducted by the vicegerent if the headmaster was absent.

One of the things that had attracted me to the school was that they had a dedicated
block for design and technology. There were wood and metal lathes, a forge for casting
aluminium, and work benches. That sort of thing fascinated me. | think there was even
a numerically controlled computer lathe. I'm not even sure the teachers knew how to
work that, but they had some great gear.

Reverend Anderson was the chaplain for most of my time at Loretto. He was American
or Canadian. We had a class timetabled during the week when we would go into the
chaplaincy centre with him. He would talk about issues like alcoholism, societal issues
and sexually transmitted diseases. That was one way that the school prepared us for
adult life. | suppose the whole ethos of ‘Mind, Body and Spirit’ was meant to do that.
The school was trying to develop all-rounders, which | think they hoped would be a
good preparation for adult life.

Class sizes tended to be smaller than average. A typical third form class might have
had eighteen to twenty pupils in it, but the classes got smaller as we got older and
specialised. | ended up being in a class of one for music A level, a class of four for
physics A level and a class of ten for maths A level.

Having worked in education a bit, and with the benefit of being an adult, | think there
were two sides to the education. Firstly, the education on offer was good to excellent.
My maths teacher, Dr Adrienne Shepherd, was probably one of the top maths teachers
in the UK at the time. She was absolutely brilliant. She was very strict in the classroom
and she had zero-tolerance of any mucking about. Ken Marks, who was my French
teacher and the head of modem languages, was inspiring to me. SAINGTGTNN: ™Y
-teacher was also excellent in that his enthusiasm for the subject was obvious
and infectious. | think they were excellent because they were passionate about their
subjects and about seeing children learn. A learning relationship is always a personal
thing and some boys may not have liked some teachers, but | don’t personally think
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110.

111.

The lower years also had to collect the food at mealtimes. With the benefit of hindsight,
| actually think this arrangement was a good idea. It taught me to have some humility
and be able serve other people, some of whom | might not particularly like or respect.
| think it was quite a good thing to be able to do. There were children at Loretto, myself
included, who came from backgrounds where they had had to do very little for other
people. For us, | think that having to serve others was probably quite a good
preparation for later life. There may have been some rogue tables where someone
might have taken a dislike to one of the third formers. They might have asked the third
former to go and get more of something, then they’d come back and be asked to get
more of something again. They were trying to assert their authority over them.

Head boys had considerable responsibility. After some meals, they may have led
doubles until the headmaster came in, reading out any notices. They were generally
people who commanded respect. They tended to be a member of the First XV,
relatively erudite, athletic and responsible. They were usually quite reasonable people
as well. A typical candidate would be someone with an older head on young shoulders.
In my year, the head boy was [}l who was a lovely guy. He was in the I
-with me and he epitomised being an older head on young shoulders. | think
another head boy during my time was |l ' ca"'t remember the names
of the other head boys. There was a -something, who was a little bit more
authoritative. They were seen as generally reasonable and responsible, but not
malevolent. They were quite approachable and | think | could have gone to any of
them if I'd had a serious concern about something.

Staff also had sides in their repertoire of punishments, the difference being that staff
sides had to be done on green paper. You had to go and get the green paper after
evening double. You had to ask the either the housemaster or assistant housemaster
for the green paper. That was obviously another way of the housemaster being able
to check how pupils were doing. If | was given three sides by a particular teacher, the
housemaster would ask me why. If a pupil was given a number of sides by different
members of staff in the same day or week, the housemaster would definitely get
curious. Some teachers never handed out sides, other teachers might hand them out
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113.

114.

1186.

on a weekly basis in a couple of instances. Just like the prefects, it depended upon
how strict they were and how willing they were to follow through on warnings.

Other than sides, classroom teachers could give you a detention. | remember having
detention a couple of times, but | can’t remember what for. | wasn’t a serial offender
in any of these things, but | did find myself getting all of these punishments sooner or
later. Detention involved having to sit in the library at a time when other people would
be free. There would usually be about ten people from the whole school who had to
sit there, being supervised by a member of staff for a specified amount of time.

| remember one occasion when we had a -dinner at Fat Sam’s in Edinburgh.
After that, we went back to the house of a mother of someone in the- We had a
couple of supervised cans of lager. Unfortunately, | had a few too many and was sick
on the minibus back to school. Mrgave me a punishment of cleaning his car.
It was probably poetic justice because he'd had to hose down the minibus when it got
back to school. | had to spend a few hours cleaning out his car. | didn’t enjoy doing it,
but | thought it was fair enough at the time.

Any other punishments would come through either the housemaster or the
headmaster rather than a classroom teacher. ‘Gating’ was where someone was
forbidden from leaving the school campus. A step up from that would be ‘rustication’,
which meant you were suspended and had to go home. A typical offence resulting in
rustication might be getting caught drinking or being out of school when you shouldn’t
be. If you were in Edinburgh without permission, you might end up being rusticated.
Being significantly offensive to a teacher in class would potentially be enough to get
you rusticated. The ultimate sanction was expulsion. Rustication and expulsion were
in the realm of the headmaster, who would deal with that personally.

There could also, on very rare occasions, be a whole school punishment handed out
by the headmaster. It might be a whole school run. If something had happened
involving the a large proportion of the school or if there was a general lapse in
discipline and behaviour, that might precipitate a lecture from the headmaster. He
might cite instances of something happening, tell pupils it wasn’t good enough and
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174.

175.

I s parents seemed to be a bit unusual. He had very limited skills in group
socialisation when he arrived at _ These skills hadn’t really
improved much two years later when he arrived at Loretto. | think he found it very hard
to get anybody to engage with him. | don’t think he had access to other kids in any
kind of normal way in his first twelve years. He didn’t have the experience of bonding
with other kids of his own age. To an even higher degree than- | think he
struggled to belong or to be allowed to belong.

-also had a very high voice, which was an invitation for everyone to make fun
of everything he ever said in a very high voice. He was quite musical as well. Mr
who [ oot hi to do some descant solos
in front of the whole school. Here was a young boy singing very high treble in front of
350 rugby-loving peers. The whole thing was a set-up without either- or Mr
being aware of it.-was very shy and timid. When he moved around he
looked hunched over. As an adult, it occurs to me in looking back that he may have
been trying to make himself less noticeable. He really struggled to belong.

I don't think [ was physically bullied at Loretto. I think it was similar to|Jjjjjjj in
that if he opened his mouth, someone would repeat what he had said in a silly voice,
usually high-pitched. It must be absolutely intolerable for that to happen every time
you open your mouth. It would just steamroll any self-esteem you could muster. You
would feel isolated, alone, unsafe and always on the outside of things, looking in. To
varying degrees, | think that was what was happening to all the boys who were known
as the Munch Bunch. Of course, in those days there was nowhere else to escape,
such as worldwide peer interest groups or alternative digital realities on the internet.

176. -wasn’t in my year at that point, even though he was in the same house as me.

| had limited interactions with him. He didn’t form any lasting bonds with anybody, as
far as | could see, and he also ended up leaving the school. | think he left before the
end of fourth form. In my essay, I've written that there were financial reasons for

I <2 ing. so that may have been said. That's possibly the case. |}

-was not only excluded throughout the time he was at Loretto, he had been
excluded the year that | spent with him at_and, | believe, the year
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204. | have no objection to my witness statement being published as part of the evidence
to the Inquiry. | believe the facts stated in this witness statement are true.

LLB
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