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Scottish Child Abuse Inquiry 

Witness Statement of 

HUGH McGOWAN 

Support person present: Yes 

1. My name is Hugh McGowan. My date of birth is- 1948. My contact
details are known to the Inquiry.

Life before care 

2. I don't remember much about my life before care. I later found out that I was
sent to Quarrier's Homes when I was 23 months old. I was put there by my mother,

after approaches by the Salvation Army and the Royal Society for 
Prevention of Cruelty to Children. I don't know who my father was. He is not named 
on my birth certificate. 

3. My mother and I lived in a Salvation Army hostel in Glasgow. It was called the
- I understand that my mother worked for the Salvation Army for no pay but
she was given board and lodgings. The Salvation Army wrote a letter to Quarrier's in
May 1950 asking them to take me in. The letter described my mother in very
degrading terms. It said that she was a "useless dirty type" and that her parents did
not want to have anything to do with her. There were offers of adoption for me but
my mother had refused these. The Royal Society for Prevention of Cruelty to
Children had also written to Quarrier's on 29 May 1950 asking that I be placed there.
The letter said that my mother was not capable of looking after me on her own. I
have passed a copy of these letters to the Inquiry.

4. 46 years later I found out some information about my mother. I got this
information with the help of the Child Migrants Trust. I think my mother must have
looked after me for almost two years. One letter described me as a "very fine child".






















































































