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Clontarf. There was no protection over the back. of the truck and the journey must

have taken about three hours.

Life in care — Australia
Boys’ Town, Bindoon, WA
General

Bindoon was run by the Christian Brothers and was in a valley in the countryside. It's
a big place with lots of ground all around. | have photographs of the place which show
the work the boys did. We boys built half the place while | was there,

1 would guess there were about three hundred boys at Bindoon and probably fifteen
monks with five or six lay staff. There were also some nuns and one of them looked
after the infirmary. The monks dressed in black robes and looked like Dracula.

Brotherwas-and the other Brothers included Brotherjéetdl Brother

R Grother ERl-nd Brother ERkl Brother Bl vv2s GG

Those Brothers were real criminals who should never have been allowed to do what
they did.

First day at institution

| have never forgotten my first day at Bindoon because | had fo use the toilet and it
was starting to get dark. One of the Brothers, | don't know which one, was hiding in
the dark with the lights dimmed right down. | turned round and saw him dressed up in
his black robes and got such a fright that from that day onwards | never wanted to go
to the toilet when it was dark. Instead | ended up wetting my bed most nights.

Mornings and bedftime
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Emotional care/support

| couldn’t go near the Brothers if | had any worries or concerns, | didn’t trust them.

Work

"We boys at Bindoon were used as slave labour. While | was there the main building,

which was Brother pride and joy, was finished. The building had three floors,
with dormitories on the left hand side and verandas outside, which had beds on them
as well.

My work involved lifting bags of cement and taking it on a wheelbarrow along the
scaffolding. There was no health and safety. Maltese boys who were staying there
had covered the floors in terrazzo tiles and another of my jobs was to clean the tiles

up.

We were shown what to do by the older boys that stayed there, | remember one of the
older boys was called There were no adults involved in the work, although

| think one of the Brothers would be watching over us.
Pocket Money

We were given ‘two-bob’ a week for all the work that we did. At that time | thought that
was great. We used to go to the lolly shop in the school and buy chips or whatever

with the money we got.
Running away

| ran away from Bindoon a few times and ended up hiding in the bush where | had built
a little den with [ I ond = couple of other friends. It was built well so that if
it was raining we wouldn't get wet. We would steal a chicken and cook it in the den

and sometimes be away for a night or two.
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When we went back we’d get the biggest flogging of our lives. We'd get the strap and
we'd get booted and everything.

Nature and frequency of abuse

If the Brothers couldn’t keep us in line we'd get a flogging. They all had leather straps
hanging from their belts, which were about sixteen inches long and an inch thick, with
strips of lead in them. They used to hit us with those straps and it used to hurt really
badly.  They loved doing it, that's how they were.

Most of the Brothers liked Hitting kids. Boys were physically abused by the Brothers
all the time. All the Brothers were the same, Brother Brother Brother
R =nd Brother [ Another Brother, Brother [[Riil] used a wooden cane
all the time that had a steel rod inside.

After we'd washed our feet in the Roman bath, before we got in the shower, we'd have
to get our feet examined by Brother [{Rlll Nine times out of ten | hadn’t cleaned
behind my ankles and before | knew where | was he’d whack my ankles with his cane.

One day, while | was working in the dairy and just before | knocked off, Brother [zl
asked me to shut the barn gate. | did and when | went down the next morning Brother
accused me of not shutting it. | think he was just trying to pick on me because

he was that sort of man.

He tried to corner me so | picked up a pitchfork and warded him off. | dropped the
pitchfork and ran away, straight into Brother He asked me what was wrong
so | told him and he grabbed me by the arm and took me back to the dairy.

Brother [ERMI then appeared and they shut the door and gave me the biggest flogging
of my life. They even booted me in the head. | was black and blue for about four

weeks afterwards.

The Brothers had pet boys who were a bit older. One of them, who was a couple of
years older than me, was called _ He's dead now. These boys would
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come round our beds at night and touch us sexually to warm us up for the Brothers.
A lot of times | would get out of bed and hide under another bed. Sometimes | would

run away to my den in the bush.

This went on for about four or five years until | was brave enough to stand up for
myself.

| saw the older boys going to other boys beds as well, but | didn’t take much notice of
what they were doing. | wasn't really aware of other boys getting sexually abused, but
| know now that there were.

A couple of times Brother iRl and Brother tried to manhandle me sexually,
most of the time | managed to get away. | provided details of what happened to me
to the Christian Brothers when making a further application to them for redress. | have

provided a copy of this claim to the Inquiry. | confirm that the facts stated in it are true.
Reporting of abuse

| never reported anything that happened to me. | couldn’t, there was no one to tell. If

| had said anything to any of the Brothers I'd be flogged again.

Deaths of boys at Bindoon

| believe there were about five boys killed at Bindoon while | was there. One boy had
been sliding down the balustrade when he fell off and banged his head on the cement.
The other four were accidents while the boys were employed as slave labour.

My friend _was killed at Bindoon. A few of us boys were loading bags
that had been getting washed in a dam onto a cart. There was no Brother there to
supervise us. The cart had two big wheels and we were the horses. -had been
sitting on top of the bags on the cart when he fell off and one of the wheels ran over

his neck.
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| told one of the other boys to go and get one of the Brothers while | stayed withjjjjil}
When the Brother arrived they took i to the infirmary at Bindoon. As far as | know
Il /25 never sent to Royal Perth Hospital, he was kept in the infirmary. He was in
a coma there for three-and-a-half weeks before he died.

It was all hushed up and | don't even know whether any family he might have had in
Scotland were ever nofified. Like a lot of things with the State Government and the

Christian Brothers it was swept under the carpet.

None of the Brothers ever asked me how | was afterwards. | wasn't given any support

at all.

Life after Boys’ Town, Bindoon

There was no preparation for life once we left Bindoon, There was a carpenter's shop
and a mechanic shop and | went there sometimes and learned some stuff, but that
was it. | look back now and think my head wasn’t screwed on right when | left. | drank

a lot and | got into a lot of fights.

| left Bindoon in 1959 and stayed with some people called in_

at Mount Lawley, for about nine months. They were terrible, just like the Christian
Brothers. | would get up at five o’clock every morning and spend the day working my

guts out. |did all the heavy work and their son did nothing.

The Welfare were supposed to check on me while | was there but they never did. The
Christian Brothers never did either. They just couldn’t be bothered.

One morning | didn’t get up and the woman came to get me. We had words and they

sent me on the train to Perth, telling me | had to meet someone. It was all lies and |

ended up with nowhere to go.
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Other matters for relating to migration

| am aware that there were inquiries into child migrants by the British Government in
1997 and also by the Australian Senate in 2001 and 2002. | never took part in either
of those.

| know that there were apologies from the Prime Ministers of the Australian
Government and the British Government, but the Christian Brothers have never.

apologised.

Impact

The fact that | never got an education and Bindoon said they had no record of me

stopped me getting a job at the BP Refinery. | was pretty upset about that.

| have had bad neck pains for some time now and one of the bones is actually out of
joint. | wonder now if that is a result of getting beaten so much. Particularly the beating

| got from Brotherand Brother[{RM in the dairy.

My Redress WA statement which | have provided to the Inquiry provides details of the
impact that my experiences at Bindoon have had on me.

Final thoughts/Lessons to be learned

I go back to Bindoon now and again to put flowers on my friend‘_, grave.

| had to get permission to do it and had to get escorted by security because | believe
some of the boys had been smashing the Brothers' graves. | took a photo of-
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