DocusSign Envelope ID: 4D04B298-5840-43B1-BBEB-0644B42E67F7

Scottish Child Abuse Inquiry

Witness Statement of

PYK

Support person present: No — Section 21 notice

Personal Background

1. Mynameis My date of birth is ||| 1957 My

contact details are known to the Inquiry.

2. | obtained an LLB degree from Dundee University in 1982. | became a Writer to the
Signet in 1986, as well as a Notary Public in the same year.

3. On completing university in 1982, | joined -solicitors as a trainee. In 1985 |
worked with_solicitors, in Dunblane, before returning to
- | became a partner in 1986, and senior partner in 2009 which is my
current position.

Role of Clerk to the Board of Governors

4. | began my role as Clerk to the Board of Governors at Loretto school in - I
retired from this role in- My full-time employment throughout has remained as a
solicitor in Edinburgh. My role as Clerk had no defined hours. | was expected to give
of my time to discharge my duties as Clerk. Those duties and responsibilities as
Clerk were to maintain, update and circulate the principal list of governors and
master list of committee memberships. | had to write to new governors when
appointed and when they retired, and ensure all key players and agencies were
advised. Each autumn | had to draft and adjust with key players, dates for the
following calendar year for Full Board, General Purposes and Finance meetings. |

was also responsible for maintaining a list of retired governors who needed or
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28.

29.

not know the extent of their remit or powers. | do not know what the selection
process for prefects was.

Abuse, be it physical, sexual or psychological and emotional

Whilst Clerk, and bearing in mind the passage of time, | would advise, (a) | recall
hearing about an instance of bullying in the junior school in 2001, when some pupils
bullied a pupil called |||} ' don't know the exact circumstances; (b) |
recall hearing that a pupil called _reported that he had been grabbed by
the BRI 2 | con't know when this was
exactly, approximately the late nineties. | 20 said that SR hac

remonstrated with him about losing an exam paper; (c) | recall the Head reported
that two boy pupils got into a fight on a ski trip abroad in 2003, and the boy who was
attacked, || nccded hospital treatment. The board was told that the

attack followed_ sexual advances made to a girl pupil.

It would be correct to say that | was not aware of abuse taking place, albeit
occasionally the Head(s) would periodically report to Governors that they had dealt
with a serious disciplinary matter. Children never spoke to me personally about any
abuse. If other pupils witnessed abuse happening, then they would have obviously
been aware, but they did not speak to me. The only incident | can recall, where
hospital treatment was required, was the incident involving _ During
my time as Clerk | cannot recall any sanction or punishment which would constitute

abuse.
Supports and reporting of abuse

As Clerk | wasn't involved either directly or indirectly with the provision of support
and/or reporting of abuse of pupils. | did not have direct contact with the pupils.
Within school the pupils could speak to a number of individuals, including his or her
tutor, and to a teacher or housemaster or housemistress or matron. There was a
Director of Pastoral Care and then a Child Protection Officer within the school, who

oversaw pupil welfare. Latterly, | recall that abuse helplines were promoted, should a
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33.

34.

35.

36.

There was a third meeting between me and the police, when they took a formal
statement from me on Guy Ray-Hills in 2001. They wanted to know when he had
been employed by the school. | do not know if the police made other visits or what
they would have been for. | honestly cannot recall what else SN schoo! may
have reported to the Police. | do recall that the school co-operated with the police in
full over the Guy Ray-Hills complaints. The Head would have contacted the local
police station, then it was Dalkeith | believe. | do not recall if Lothian and Borders
Police issued a formal report into the Guy Ray-Hills complaint. | recall that he was
charged by the police whilst living in England, but | do not think the trial was
completed. | think that his old age and ill health were factors.

When Don Boyd's OL article was published in the Observer about Guy Ray-Hills,
and his complaints and concerns were aired, having liaised with the police
then wrote to parents, but also to OL’s, who had been in the Nippers, i.e. the Junior
School, when Guy Ray-Hills was a teacher there. Such OL's who wished to make a
complaint about Guy Ray-Hills were asked to write a letter in response to me as
Clerk, and | would forward any such letter received to the police, unless the OL
concerned expressly told me not to forward their letter on to the police.

| am currently aware of ten letters that were written by OL’s in response, six to me
and four to | believe that two OL’s got in touch with the police,

and _ _also raised court proceedings against

the school and such proceedings were handled on the school’s behalf by Simpson
and Marwick acting for the school’s insurers. | believe that _did not
continue with his court action. | understand that the criminal proceedings against

Guy Ray-Hills were abandoned in 2003 on account of his age and ill health.
Role of Clerk to the Board of Governors — Specific questions

| honestly cannot recall the circumstances of any stabbing at the school nor can |

honestly recall an incident in the Pinkie Gallery in the late 1990’s.
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44.

45.

46.

47.

Pupils who were in the Nippers when Guy Ray-Hills was a teacher were all written to
by and asked to write to me, if they so wished. The purpose was to advise
that the school were treating the comments made by Don Boyd very seriously and
that it deeply regretted what had happened and asked that if anyone wished to make
a complaint of abuse, to write to me. As | mentioned earlier, | received some letters.

The ones that | am aware who wrote were,__-
-and Three who wrote confirmed that they had been
seriously sexually abused by Guy Ray-Hills, these were- -and

_. The others referred to wholly unacceptable behaviour by him. They
felt that the headmaster of the junior school, Hamish Galbraith, must have known

about Guy Ray-Hills behaviour and what he was ‘getting up to’. They were very
critical of the school in not recognising what was taking place and taking appropriate
action.

Some of the former pupils provided statements, | have letters from

-wrote to me too, but | don’t hold his letter. -_and -

-wrote to | hold the letters, or copies of them, of the former
pupils who wrote to me, except-

At least one OL, had made a complaint to the police. The school was
advised that the whole matter and all further investigations were then in the hands of

the Procurator Fiscal. The Chairman of the Governors, Alan Johnston, got in touch
with Hamish Galbraith, who had first been a teacher and latterly headmaster of the
Nippers whilst Guy Ray-Hills had taught there. Hamish Galbraith wrote back in full to
the Chairman with his response to the abuse that had been outlined, and his full
recollection of Guy Ray Hill's time at Loretto and thereafter. | have a copy of that
letter dated 29 August, 2001.

As already advised, | provided a formal statement to the police confirming that Guy
Ray-Hills had been employed by the school and giving as much background

information that | could. Other than receiving letters from OL'’s, | wasn’t involved in
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51.

52.

53.

54.

55.

General

Back in 1966 there would be about 75 Nippers and 240 in the senior school. Latterly
the Nippers took in more pupils, but | think the senior school remained at 4 boarding
houses of 60 in each, hence 240. Girls didn’t come to Loretto until 1981.

In 1966 the age range was from eight to eighteen years old. The Nippers were eight
to thirteen, the senior school thirteen to eighteen. Most Nippers went on to the senior
school, so pupils tended to stay at the school until they were eighteen. | don’t know
what the ratio of children to staff was when | was at the school and | don’t know if it
changed while | was there.

While | was at Loretto, Hamish Galbraith was headmaster of the Nippers. In the
senior school it was Rab Bruce-Lockhart. My housemaster in the senior school was

initially then it was Peter Lapping.

External monitoring

| honestly don’t know what inspectors or officials would have come to the school
between 1966 and 1975. | don’t recall inspections, but it was a long time ago. | don’t
recall any inspector or official speaking to me.

Discipline

When | was in the Nippers discipline was administered by the Head of the junior
school and teachers. In the senior school the prefects administered routine discipline
for matters of lesser severity, with the Head and housemasters dealing in particular
with the more serious disciplinary issues. The Head, housemasters and prefects all
administered disciplinary beatings when | was at school. Beatings involved being
caned over the backside. It hurt, the pain stung and could be very sore. | imagine if
you were caned very hard you would be injured, but in the main you were left with

bruising.
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Supports and reporting of abuse

68. | was aware of pastoral care at the school and recall that you could speak to a
teacher or matron in the junior school. In the senior school you could speak to the
housemaster or assistant housemaster or matron. Indeed, if you got on well with a
teacher you could speak to that person too. Back in the sixties and seventies |
cannot recall what if anything, was actually promoted by the school regarding who
you could speak to.

69. It was along time ago, but | do not recall a culture of not feeling that you could speak
to someone in a position of authority if there was a concern. The Headmaster of the
junior school, Hamish Galbraith, was | recall, approachable and a very fair and good
Headmaster when | was there. Pupils did, | recall, speak to staff if there was an
issue.

70. Guy Ray-Hills aside, some pupils would not feel confident about reporting bullying or
abuse. | think they would have been concerned about repercussions about
complaints about fellow pupils, which is a known and typical worry for the
complainer. | honestly don’t remember if | reported any circumstances or concerns
during my time as a pupil there. | also can’t recall, given the passage of time, the
circumstances of another pupil reporting concerns. | cannot recall what or if written
or unwritten policies, guidance or instructions were given to us.

Guy Ray-Hills

71. 1 have already commented on Guy Ray-Hills. He taught me French, he was a
popular teacher and his lessons were fun, but then | was only nine years old. | had
no idea whatsoever that, as it transpired, he was also sexually abusing some pupils.

CRW
v

CRW
72. taught me in the junior school, | cannot recall what subject. As far as

| remember he was a competent and fair teacher. | do not recall any concerns.
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73.

Helping the Inquiry

The culture now at Loretto, especially from a pastoral point of view, is so very, very
different from the sixties, seventies and the years before that. Having been a pupil in
both the junior and senior schools, | do not recall thinking that the school had a deep
rooted problem with abuse. It was very unfortunate that some pupils were bullied.
Having educated my - children at Loretto, in both the junior and senior schools,
my wife and | were very happy with the care, welfare and education provided, not
just to our children, but to our children’s friends there too. The pastoral care of pupils
is paramount and Loretto has, like similar schools, evolved and adapted to make
sure that pupils are both educated and well looked after.
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