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Scottish Child Abuse Inquiry

Witness Statement of

FDP

Support person present: Yes.

My name is [iSS GG v date of birth is [ 1954 and | am

presently 63 years of age. My contact details are known to the Inquiry.

Life before going into care

| have five sisters and two brothers. They are, from the oldest to the youngest,

I S o s she s known, [IIEEEEE I e I anc
B ro was known as | ! never knew [ ' don't know what

happened to him. My wee brother [Jjjj died when he was a baby.
| was five when | was put into care and | have no recollection of life before | went.

My first memory is of being in a home somewhere with my sister - but that's

about it. | don’t remember my natural mother and father at all.

My first real memories are when | was in foster care at ||| GGG

Gardenstown.

Foster care at_ Gardenstown
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B o @ small farm just outside Gardenstown. As well as the
farmhouse, there was a stable block, a barn for the beasts, old railway carriages for

the hens and a tractor shed.

| remember being in the living room with a table full of food. After speaking to my
sisters, | now know this must have been our first day at || | |} I ' don't
remember anything else about how we got there or why we were there.

The only other thing | remember from that time is mum telling us we had to call them
mum and dad. | think we must have been calling dad “sir” or something. Their

names were but I've always just called them mum and

dad.

| don’t think | even knew at the time that all these other girls were my sisters, | was
so young. | never knew anything about - my youngest sister. She came to live
with us a wee while later. | think it was mum that told us we were sisters and that
Il \as coming to live with us.

My first impression of mum was that we had to do what we were told. She told us
that if we didn’t do what we were told, we would get put back where we came from.

It was probably not long after | started school that | realised we were all in foster

care.

Routine at || GGG G2rdenstown

At the start of every day, my sister- and | would have to do all the housework as
soon as we got up. -was less than a year older than me and we had to beat the
rugs, do the dusting and whatever else needed cleaning. At the weekend we would

take all the rugs out and polish the vinyl floors.
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After the housework was done we would go to school. When we came home from
school, we would have to change our clothes, do our homework and then do work on
the farm again.

My older sisters had to sort the beasts on the farm out. Once I'd been at
I o' cbout a year, | was sent to work outside as well. Me and [l
would have to do the turnips or whatever else needed done. As- andgot
older and left, we had to fill their shoes. There was quite a lot of beasts and we
would have to feed them all.

In the summertime | had to look after the hens and the geese that were sitting on
eggs ready to hatch out. | would have to check they were alright and feed them.

When it was time to do the hay, dad drove the tractor and trailer and we would have
to put the hay on the back. Dad would drive it round to the yard and we would have
to take it off the trailer and make it into stacks.

If there was a lot to do, mum would tell us that she would make us a big meal at
night. If we didn’t get everything done though, she wouldn’t.

Sleeping

| slept in the same bedroom as- -and - -slept in a pull-

down bed that came out of a cupboard. There was two bedrooms up the stair, but
we weren't allowed up there.

Toilet

Right across from the front door of the farmhouse was an outside toilet that mum and
dad used. We weren't allowed to use that, we had to go to a wooden hut with a toilet
in it that was further away. | remember we would have to empty it into the “midden”
in the middle of the steading, where all the farmyard manure went.
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If mum and dad ever went away, which wasn't often, we would all be left there.
-was left in the livingroom with the door locked. We were all in the kitchenette.
One time-opened the locked door and handed out pancakes and jelly to us.
Mum found out because - told her and that was the end of - being
favoured.

| knew from early on that mum and dad weren’t our real parents, but | used to think
that at least they were doing more for us. At times when it was bad though, | used to
think we might have been better off with our real parents. At least they might have
loved us. | knew we were only there to do the work. There was no warmth or
affection from mum or dad.

Contact with natural parents

| must have heard about my natural mother from my sisters. We knew it was a bad
thing to speak about her though, so we would talk in secret. When-went to
school she was adamant she wanted to be called (RIS rot Il | suppose
that was because she had been so young when she came to join us.

Mum, told us that our natural mother never wanted us. A few years ago | got
hold of my records and they say that our natural mother had contacted the Social
Work Department a couple of times but mum never told us.

Medical attention

| don’t remember seeing the doctor or the dentist much. When | was about eight-
and-a-half though, | chopped the ends of two of my fingers off on a machine for
turnips. - and me were putting the turnips in the machine, which had an on-off
switch at the side. It was known as a “thrashing” machine and had a blade at the
bottom. The turnips went in the top and after we had finished | saw there was a wee
swede stuck at the top. | reached up to take the swede off and -switched the
machine on. It was only when | walked away that | saw all the blood and the tops of
two of my fingers were off.



52.

53.

54.

55.

56.

57.

WIT.001.001.6940

| went to tell mum and dad and got taken to the hospital in the back of a car with
mum and dad’s daughter- | went to Aberdeen hospital and was kept in for a
while. After that | remember going back and forward to the hospital with mum for
check-ups.

Abuse a S G denstown

We were treated like slaves by mum and dad and the local folk looked on us that
way too. We were just young girls. Before us, mum and dad had other foster kids
and when -andleft, they took on more. We were all just there to do the
farm labour. Some of the other foster kids were only there for a short time, we were
the only ones that were there all the time.

We knew we were different to everybody else and we were “homey bairns”. By that,
| mean nobody wanted us and that was why we were put there. That's what mum
and the kids at school used to tell us. She told us all we were good for was being
chained up in the barn with the beasts. If you get told that enough you believe it.

My oldest sister-used to beat -whenever she wet the bed. She would
hit me sometimes too, if | didn’t do what she was telling me. | used to think she only
did it to make things easier for herself. Mum knew what was happening, but never
did anything about it.

Il /25 never called by her name, she was called “Stinky” by us all. Mum told us
to call her that because of her wetting the bed. We were only doing what we were
told, but | still feel bad for calling her that. She was my sister and it wasn’t right.

Mum never hit us, but as a punishment she would make us stand in the corner with

our hands behind our backs. Sometimes we could be standing there for hours.
Another punishment was to stand in the midden with a bag over our heads. Again
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My records do say that our natural mother had said that she was happy for [l and

Rl to adopt us, but that [fil] didn’t want to. | suppose that would mean she
wouldn’t get any more foster money.

Other information

| have no objection to my witness statement being published as part of the evidence
to the Inquiry. | believe the facts stated in this witness statement are true.
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