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Scottish Child Abuse Inquiry

Witness Statement of

EKQ

Support person present: No.

1. My name is [SNNEGEGEGEE My date of birth is || 1965 My contact

details are known to the Inquiry.

Life before going into care

2. | was born in the Eastern General in Leith. My mum was called _and she
was fifteen when she had me. Her family is from Bathgate. My gran was the only adult
in the family who knew of my existence. She was my mum’s mum and | don’t know
her name. My Auntie, my mum’s sister, also knew about me but | don’t know how she
found out. Her name was - but | don’t know her second name. My biological sister
is [l and | discovered her years later. | had two illegitimate sisters as well.
| have met them both as an adult.

3. Forceps were used during my birth and | suffered brain damage of some description.
| don't know what it was but my paperwork classified me as a “mongol” and as
“spastic”. They said that | had lots of “mongol and spastic features” and for that reason
the doctors said that | shouldn’t be put up for adoption. That caused problems when
the social work tried to find a family to take me on. | was placed the Church of Scotland
Adoption Agency.

4. My mum didn’t have anything to do with me from birth. She was offered at least twice
to hold me but she refused and she didn’t ever hold me in hospital. | was born and

then | was taken away from there. The social worker was in contact with my mum but
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11.

12.

13.

My records tell me that the dad worked in the hospital, in the boiler room. They also
say that the mum was a larger lady who was kind and loving. They had fostered over
one hundred children. | know from my records that the mum passed away on .
I 197 . She had undergone a mastectomy after which her health deteriorated.
My records say that there were other children in the house. There was me and | was
supposed to be a “mongol”, there was a partially blind boy, a disabled girl and a baby.
| know from my records that the social work wanted to take me away and leave Mrs
-with the other kids but she fought against that. Church of Scotland wanted to
put me in an “institution for retards” in Stonehaven.

| know from my records that my big sister, Miss [Jjiocked after me on a short term
basis until the Church of Scotland found another foster family. | stayed with her until
the 19 August 1971.

| do remember going to another family and that was when my horrible experiences
started. | was five years old when | went there. The family were called the
and they were from Blackburn. The foster parents and their kids were horrible. My big
brother in that family was called -and my little brother was cailed- | felt that
my identity was being taken away from me because | am and they had

both of my names. | was known asand their son was_ -

was three years old and -was six years old. | thought that we were closer in age

but | have found their ages in my records. | can’t remember the parents’ Christian

names. As soon as | stepped into the family | felt rubbish.

| can’t remember being at school prior to that but | started school in Blackburn. | think
| was there for a year. | didn’t remember the name of the street that the family lived on
but | did a Google search recently and | did see the house. | could see the dad walking

from the garage to his house but Google had blanked his face out. | have now found

out from my records that they lived at_in Blackburn.
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| don’t know if it's a good idea or a bad idea but since | have come back to Scotland |
have gone round my childhood homes in my car to remind myself of where | was. |
have been down that street in Blackburn. It’s the street directly opposite the-

-in Blackburn.

The social worker was Dylis Wood. She was English and she was involved in my life
later on as well. At that point she was a young female and she didn’t have any kids. |
believe that she was at the start of her career as a social worker.

My brain is telling me that the family managed to cover up a lot of things when the
social worker visited and they managed to portray a nice, loving family. | remember on
one or two occasions | was given a wash or a bath and new clothes when they knew
that the social worker was coming. Normally | was running around the house in a
horrible, dirty vest and pants. | was lucky if | was in vest and pants.

| have seen my records and there is no evidence of any abuse in them. The social
worker says, in the file, that that they showed up at the address and there was no one
in the house on numerous occasions. There is a record of two occasions when they
showed up and had no response. On the 27 August 1971 there was no one in and
they left a calling card. On 30 October 1971 they say that, after several visits, they
eventually managed to meet me and Mrsat home. On one occasion the
social worker investigated with neighbours and spoke to a neighbour called-
She told them that | was left in the house on a regular basis.

On another occasion the social worker arranged to come and take me to the zoo but
Mrsforgot all about it and went to Whitburn to deal with a family matter. She
claimed that if she had known what it was for then she would have been in. The social
worker's comments indicate that she wasn’t sure if that was genuine or not. | can also
see from my records that Mrs applied for clothing and bedding grants
because apparently | wet the bed. She applied in March and in October there is an
entry from the social worker saying that she hadn't done anything about it. Mrs
EHR was struggling because | wet the bed and the social work were not doing

enough.
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22.

Abuse at The [l Family, Blackburn

It was back in the seventies and the mother of the family wore massive cut-glass rings.
| still have a scar in a personal place thanks to her giving me a bath on one particular
night.

For me personally that family is the worst family of my entire life. | was treated like a
dog at times. | ate my dinner off of the floor, while the rest of the family were at the
table. | remember standing in the bedroom naked while mum and dad were having
sex. | was locked in the house when the family went away on day trips. | remember
being naked in the coal cellar at the back of the kitchen but | don't remember how |
got there.

| was bullied by the boys and all of my toys were taken off of me. The older son
encouraged the younger one to do things to me and | wasn't allowed to do anything
back. He got the younger one to hit me, take my toys and take my sweeties and |
couldn’t do anything. At school the older son got his pals to call me names and bully
me as well. When we came home once we got into a fight. The big brother told me
that if | called him mum “mum” again then he would kill me. | remember there being a
large group around me when that was said.

| don’t know what else to say about it but it was the worst family | have been to. | think
they were local to that area and there was an extended family who lived round about.
Other family members came into the house. Neighbours were aware of me because |
kept running away and they came out to help look for me. The neighbours didn't act
on anything but | don’t know how much they knew of what was happening. | ran away
quite a few times but | can’t say exactly how many times. | remember being in fields
and bushes. Apparently the police were involved. | was taken back to the family and
they made up some excuse about why | had run away. | know that happened once but

| don’t know if it happened more than that.
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| remember one day | had run away and then | came back and hid in the garage. | was
right at the back of the garage. All | remember was the dad of the family standing on
the back step telling everyone else to “leave the wee bastard alone, he’ll come back
when he’s ready”. As far as | know no one knew that | was in there. | remember the
garage door being opened and then closed again but | was hiding so | don’t think they
saw me.

| don’t remember being in the house with the family very often. | remember being in
the house when someone chapped at the door. | wasn’t allowed to answer the door
but | ran upstairs and looked out of the window. There was a social worker sitting in
there care doing something and then they drove away. | don’t remember anyone else
being in the house on that occasion. On another occasion a postman chapped on the
door while | was in the house. | was sitting at the bottom of the stairs, close to the front
door, crying. Again | think that | was home alone. The postman posted the letters and
then ran away.

Leaving The [ESREIF amily, Blackburn

| don’t remember having too much interaction with Dilys Wood in the home.
All I remember is that one day she came unannounced to the house. It was early
morning and | should have been at school. Next thing | knew, | was taken away from
the house in the afternoon. | was black bagged and taken away from the family that
afternoon. Black bagged means that everything was thrown into a black bag. My
records say that it didn’t happen that way and that Dilys came on the Tuesday and
then gave Mrsa few days to get things sorted and | left on the Friday. That
is not the way that | remember it. It also says in my records that The were
told to put some photos in with my things for me to take with me. The social worker
has written that there were plenty of photo of the other two boys but hardly any of me.
Dylis Woods highlighted in my notes that she was concerned that | had not been at

school when she visited on the Tuesday.
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Wallhouse Children’s Home, Torphichen

Secondary Institutions - to be published later
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90.

Leaving Wallhouse Children’s Home, Torphichen

91.  Social work felt that | had spent too long in that unit so | was transferred to a smaller

family unitin Cumbernauld. | had been in Wallhouse for too long and they couldn’t find
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- -had been getting jealous of me being there. | didn’t see what -

had done as nasty, | saw it as her protecting her position in the family. | was stepping
into that position and she wasn’t comfortable so she was doing what she was doing to
get rid of me. She won. That was how | felt at the time. | think my upbringing was such
that | didn’t believe that | belonged to a family, families weren'’t for me and | deserved
to be in care.

Leaving The || llFamily, Livingston

| don’t remember the name of my social worker at that point but her first name might
have been Elaine. | approached my social worker when | wanted to be moved. | felt
there were too many conflicts between - and myself to make it work properly. |
wouldn’t say there was anything over the top but there were niggling things here and
there and, at fifteen years old, | wasn'’t prepared to go through that. | stayed with the
I o' about a year two months, until | was fifteen. | was hoping to go back to
Cumbernauld or a unit like Cumbernauld.

Firhill Children’s Home, Edinburgh

Secondary Institutions - to be published later
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Leaving Firhill Children’s Home, Edinburgh

35. |wasn’tin Firhill for that long and then | was moved to Uphall Children’s Home. | think
| was only placed there for a few months because it was the only place that was
available when | wanted out of the_

36. Iwas black bagged again. | was aware that | was moving but | wasn't given any boxes
to move my things. | was just given a black bag to pack up my things. | didn’t have a
lot of things but | had more than I'd previously had and everything was just being put
in black bags. As far as | was concerned that was part of being in care and at that
point | didn’t see anything wrong with being black bagged.

Uphall Children’s Home, West Lothian

37. Secondary Institutions - to be published later

38.

30
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Life after being in care

56. |don’t remember when | moved out of the flat but | remember that | had had enough
and | decided to go and live with the ||l the family of my best friend from
school. My friend’s name was |||}l V< had been friends from the first
time I was at Deans High School. He was the only person at that point who | could say
was a true friend. The family discussed it with me and they were happy with that so |
settled down for a while. We moved from Livingston to South Lanarkshire and that’s

where | met my first wife.

34
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behaved when he was in that position. | have heard stories about his private life from
friends that | do not want to repeat.

Records

| have my first set of records somewhere in my house, although | don’t know where. |
feel there were periods that didn’t touch on my childhood. There were no great details
about the iSRSNI o* Why | was taken out of there. There were no details of any of
the abuse that | had claimed had happened to me.

| received a second set of records, my full files, in 2020 and while there are more
papers in those folders but a lot of information that has been blanked out. It is hard to
see that there are missing sections. There are sections blanked out of my second set
of records that | can read in my first set of records. | think there must have been a
change in data protection laws after | received the first set. There is still no record of
any abuse and | personally think that the abuse would have been hard to miss.

In my records | was classified as a “mongol” at birth. My biggest issue was that they
used that word when describing me. | am a pretty intelligent guy with all my faculties
and when | was younger | was exactly the same. | wonder why they used that particular
term to describe me? They also use the term “spastic” to describe me and say that |
need to go to a “spastic unit.”

Lessons to be Learned

Every kid is an individual and they might not be old enough to decide what is good for
them but they are old enough to know what they are going through and they need
someone to talk to. They need someone to trust and open up to which | was never
given. | did have my Auntie Jean and while | was there we discussed things. Apart
from her, Paula Bell and Dylis Wood | had no one in my life and | had no one that |

could always turn to because they came and went. Someone who has their parents

38
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78.

from birth to death can turn to them all of the time but kids in care don’t have that. |
didn’t have someone behind me to tell me when | was doing something wrong and to
guide me. I'd like to think there will be someone for kids to turn to throughout their
lives. | know that is a big ask but something like that would be beneficial to the system.

The other thing | have issues with is that there are no photographs of me throughout
my childhood. | have two photos of me and that does hurt me. One if from Halloween
at Wallhouse and the other is taken with the_ | was only given the second
one recently, with my records.

| would like to think that no kid in the future has to go through what | went through in
the system.
Other information

| have no objection to my witness statement being published as part of the evidence
to the Inquiry. | believe the facts stated in this witness statement are true.

EKQ
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