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Scottish Child Abuse Inquiry

Witness Statement of

FEQ

Support person present: Yes

My name is My date of birth is -1 973. My contact details are
known to the Inquiry.

| am single and live alone, I have no children. My mum is ||| G
I ) ooc s I | ave seen my dad once in about

forty years and my mum for about seventeen years. | don’t even know if they are still

alive.

| have a half-brother, _who is three years younger than me. | also

have a step—brother_ and a step—sister_

Life before going into care

| was in care from a young age because my mum was in psychiatric care. I'm not
sure of the exact details of my mothers’ mental problems. My father was also heavy
handed, particularly with my brother, not me, which led to my parents splitting up.
That was when | was about nine or ten and me and mum then moved from Irvine to
Musselburgh.

| had been in trouble with the police in Irvine. Then when we moved to Musselburgh,
| was criminally active straight away and my mum couldn’t cope with that. | started

going about with older people. | got in trouble from age seven onwards.
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| was robbing houses, breaking into pubs, stealing cars and motor bikes and stealing
all the time. | have never physically hurt anyone with my criminal activity. It was all to

get money to help my mum.

| don’t have much recollection of any social work involvement but | do remember
mum wrote to them when we were staying in Musselburgh. | did see someone then
and | recall being in foster care umpteen times but only for a short time. That was

before my long term care in Haddington when | was twelve.

The ] foster care

Initially, in about 1985, when | was about twelve, | went from our home in
Musselburgh to foster care in Gifford. That was with the [JJjfamily who were

pleasant enough. It was only for about four to six months until | could go longer term,
to the [kl in Haddington.

As | say, Mr and Mrs [JJJij were fine. | don't think that they trusted me and | got
blamed for things | didn’t do, but it was nice enough. It was my first time in a small
village.

That was arranged by my social workers, Ray Harris and David Philpot. | do
remember a panel and being told it was to address my criminal behaviour.

I never saw my mum for about five years after | went into care in East Lothian. I'm
not sure if that was because she was ill or what.

JHEABRO foster care

Atter the Il family, | was taken by the social work to (RNt

I - Haddington. That was long term care and | was with them for about
three years, until | was sixteen.
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It was that looked after us and did everything. Her husband -

was an architect and worked a lot of the time. They had two daughters:-was
one, she was older than me and was adopted. | forget the other daughters name but

she was about a year younger than me.

| was still getting into bother with the police when | moved from Gifford to

Haddington. That continued all the time, really.

Routine at (NI
The Rkl Were quite strict. _more or less took a back seat and

L ran things. She was heavy handed and tried to inflict rules. | was used

to doing what | wanted with my mum, so that was all new to me.

When | say heavy handed, she hit me, to stop me ‘carrying on’. Mrs sl once hit
me across my head and pushed me backwards against a pile of chairs. That was
because of my criminality. Her daughter- stopped her and that never
happened again.

| had no discipline at all from my family life. | ran away from the [l house at
least four times.

| don’t remember getting any letters from my mum, but | know it says in the records
that | was getting them. | had a photo taken of me in my cadet uniform and that was

sent to her.

There was no direct contact. The only thing | remember was running away once to
try and see her but | was picked up by the police and taken back to the.

| don’t remember any official contact with my mum either. If there was, | would have

remembered that. | was completely cut off from her.
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| don’t blame her cos she’s that mentally ill, she completely abandoned the situation
of having a son and a family. Her mental problems have deprived me of a father and

caused me a lot of problems.

I've since spoken to my father and he told me that my mother disappeared with me

and when he found her, she told him to go elsewhere.

Thefamily were strict but it was a proper family setting. | couldn’t really get
on withbut-was alright. The main affection or kindness would be from

their daughters, who treated me nice. It was good at Christmas as well.

You've got to appreciate | was criminally active all the time and there was things |
knew they couldn’t find out about. To do with local criminal activity.

B id let me smoke cigarettes, so long as | smoked outside and kept the

cigarettes on top of the fridge. She tried to structure things, which was fair enough.

The main thing was that | feel | was more tolerated, than guided. | think that was
because of how long | had been criminally active. It was like they couldn’t wait for me

to turn sixteen to get me out the house, and that's how it turned out.

| had my own room and | spent a lot of time out with my mates. We were into

poaching and stealing cars. Just to rally them about and then dump them.

| do reckon the [izaaialcared but there is an incident that gl allowed, that was
indicated at the High Court during Michael Lowrys’ trial. You see the used to
go to Germany on holiday but never took me away with them. | usually stayed with

other carers when they went on holiday.

Yet, (RSN 2/'owed me to go away with Michael Lowry and his two children to
Butlins in Ayr. | know _wasn’t happy about that and said that to the
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police years later. G2al allowed it. | don’t know if the social workers even knew about
that at the time.

It was for a long weekend and the sexual abuse by Lowry just continued on that

holiday. That was when his two kids were there as well.

| don’t know why [Elwould let him take me on that holiday. They didn’t like one
another. | don’t know what reason Michael gave but he asked and she agreed.
| was fourteen then and his other sons would have been about six and eight.

I Loy was found guilty of that as well in the court case.

Food and hygiene

K did all the cooking and always took care of the food. We had all the

meals at set times. | went to the meals and | was well fed.

There were two toilets at the [kl 't Was a three bedroom house and a proper
functioning house for a family. That wasn’t a problem.

| don’t recall having to see a doctor or dentist ever, but Mrswould have
arranged that if I'd needed one.

Schooling

| remember getting a taxi from Gifford to Musselburgh Grammar when | was staying
at Gifford. When | was staying in Haddington with the family, | was at Knox
Academy.

As far as | remember, | never sat any exams, as soon as | was sixteen | just packed
it in. 1 did go to school but | skived as well, any chance | could get. | can honestly say
that I'm lucky | can read and write.
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| once got the blame for breaking into a cupboard at the school, where sweets were
kept, but it wasn't me. That used to happen, I'd get the blame because they knew |
was criminally active.

| don’t think | was a problem at school, I'm quite a reserved person and placid at

times. | prefer to keep my head to myself and get on with things.

There was never any attempt at school to understand why | ran away. That was
never addressed, not once.

| have no recollection of any social work visits when | was in foster care.

Work

| did work on a milk float in and around Haddington. | also had a paper round. I'm not
sure if | got pocket money but [ would buy any clothes | needed. She had
a social work allowance.

Leisure time

| would spend time in my room listening to music or playing electronic games. | was
allowed out until nine at night and | would have to be in by set times. I'm sure |

always stuck to that.

When | was out and with my pals, if we weren't getting into trouble, we would
sometimes go cycling. We would cycle in and about Haddington.

| also joined the army cadets from fourteen to sixteen and | enjoyed that. | was
helping other kids with training and was good at it.
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Religion
Religion was not part of the (RSl life or any of my immediate family’s lives either.
Birthdays/Christmas

At Christmas | got presents, just like the two daughters did. The Gaall had two
sons as well who lived away from home and they would visit at Christmas. | felt part
of the family and included.

The good memories from the [ialia house were from Christmas. They got me a
bike one year. | really appreciated that and being treated as part of the family at

those festive times.
| have no recollection of any birthday celebrations.
Running away

| ran away from foster care with the [l family about four or five times. The first
few times were only for a day or so but | remember the last time was for about a
month.

| would have stayed with friends in Haddington when it was only for a day or so. The
friends’ parents would want me to hand myself in, so | would. Sometimes | would get

into bother and the police would take me back.

| just wanted to get away from the situation. | wanted to get away from the abuse and

Michael Lowry. | never told anyone for sixteen years about that abuse.

| would get grounded and have my trainers taken off me by (RSN out | would
still run away. No one would ask if anything was wrong. Nobody seemed to care. Not
the social work or anyone, tried to find out what might be causing me to run away.



54.

55.

56.

57.

58.

59.

60.

61.

WIT.001.001.6182

The fourth time | ran away | went to my sisters bed-sit in the West End of Edinburgh.
| eventually handed myself in to the police but | was still taken back to the in
Haddington. That must have been about five or six months before my sixteenth
birthday.

| have no recollection of any panels for the running away. | don’t recall meeting with
the social workers and talking about it at all. | was usually just grounded for a few
days.

Running away didn’'t stop Michael Lowry abusing me, it still continued. It wasn’t until |
was crying in the flat above the snooker club, that he stopped.

Abuse at The Sl foster care

| can’t remember how long | had been at the before the abuse started.
Before | moved in with the [kl family, they fostered a boy called I

B He was also a victim to the same perpetrator as me, Michael Lowry.
Michael bragged about that to me. It didn’t come out until years later at the trial but |

think el suspected Lowry was abusing boys.
| didn’t know for sure but, looking baok,and Michael Lowry detested

each other with a venom. The only reason | could think of was to do with abuse.

She would be very stern and raise her voice whenever Michael Lowry’s name was
mentioned. | just feel that she had her suspicions and maybe just didn’t have any

proof. | don’t know that for sure though, it's just me presuming.

The first thing was, that | got friendly with_who was Michael's-

was at Knox Academy in Haddington. | used to get invited to their house for tea and
that and | got to know the family.
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It made me feel dead, really dead. | had no feelings at all. | felt nothing for him. He
didn’t say anything. That's the scary side of it, | can’t recall a conversation. That's
how cold it was.

| remember one time, | walked into Michael Lowrys’ office, and | just meant to give
him a fright by kicking his door open. When | walked in, he was sitting masturbating
and | laughed at him. He got up and slapped me full force across the face. Then he
proceeded to sodomise me.

Once, when he was sodomising me he bragged to me about doing it with | llll
_ It had been going on for so long with me that | presume he thought he'd
won me over to his way. So | suppose | got the best out of a bad situation with him

admitting to doing it to | | GG

There wasn’t any connection between the iRl family and Lowry. They knew one
another but there was nothing but complete animosity between them. | think the fact

I 2 ¢ e were both in their foster care was more than just a
coincidence.

I think Michael Lowry was deliberately targeting children in care with the knowledge

that they might not have someone to turn to.

There were pals of mine in Haddington that had their suspicions about Michael
Lowry. They said to me that if he touched me they would kill him. | never said a word
though.

| bumped into one of my old pals from Haddington about twenty years later when |
was in a psychiatric ward. It was either ||| | | | |GGG | to!d him about

Michael Lowry and the abuse and he said they all knew | had suddenly changed.

So if my pals all knew how come the social work and my foster parents never picked
up on any of it.
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So something made me think that that behaviour might be suspected of me. I'm not
joking, | was hitting my head full force off the wall in my cell to get that thought out of
my head.

It was a relief to find out that | was sane and to get out of there eventually. | don’t
know what the diagnosis was. | thought | would never get out of there. That was in

2001 and it was a turning point for me and the last time | was in prison.

My lack of understanding about the abuse and its effects led to my criminal activity. |

spent seven years, on and off, in prison.

Reporting of abuse at the (Rl

When Michael Lowry was doing what he was doing to me, | couldn’t tell my friends. It
was too embarrassing, they might think that | was like that.

| have told some people, some care helpers and some friends, but years later and

you have to be careful as they don’t understand the depth of it all.

Michael Lowry did tell me to keep my mouth shut so | didn’t tell my foster carers.
Maybe if they had come to me and asked, | would have broken down in tears, but
they didn't.

| would say, at that time, | was fearful of Michael Lowry. He just dominated the whole

situation and controlled it all for his own needs.

| never told anyone about the abuse for sixteen years. It wasn’t until 2001 when | had
a bit of a breakdown and it all came back to me that | reported it. | told my
Community Psychiatric Nurse about it and | was told to tell the police.

| gave a statement to a detective officer, Stevie Sutherland, | think that was his
name. That was in 2002.
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The tell-tale signs should be there straight away with such a crime as this. These
should be known and they should be picked up on when a kid automatically
changes. The adults have to be aware of it.

| have no objection to my witness statement being published as part of the evidence

to the Inquiry. | believe the facts stated in this withess statement are true.
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