DocuSign Envelope ID: B1BAA1F7-E263-49AB-912F-31CD967374A6

Scottish Child Abuse Inquiry

Witness Statement of

CRD

1. Myname is S Vv date of birth is [ 1948. My contact details

are known to the Inquiry. My qualifications are ||| il O ED (Reading).

Background

2. | have been Assistant Director of llllat Wells Cathedral School, Director of ||l
at Leighton Park, Director of [Jjillat Wells Cathedral School and Director of | Il
at Loretto.

Employment with the school

3. IwasESIIIEE - Loretto from 1988 -2000. | was involved in the
development and delivery of the -curriculum in line with the statutory English
Curriculum at all key stages and had engagement of ||l teachers and
maintenance of individual teaching programmes.

4, I had involvement with all pupils in the school in_

5. | was GTCS (General Teaching Council for Scotland) registered and was interviewed

with my references being followed up. | completed a probationary period.

6. | had a weekly individual meeting with the Headmaster, Rev Norman Drummond by

whom | was appointed to discuss primarily,_which involved the
1
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10.

whole school. When the Headmaster changed and Keith Budge took over these
meetings stopped though | continued to meet with the deputy head Richard Selley
on a weekly basis. There was no training out with full staff in- service provision.

Policy

| had no involvement in the forming of policy within the school

Strategic planning

| was not involved in the strategic planning within Loretto’s. When the Headmaster
changed there was a shift in curriculum emphasis and certain subjects were given a
reduced profile including - Design and Technology was removed from the
curriculum. Some land and properties owned by the school were sold off. An all-
weather sports pitch and new computer centre were the product of Appeals | think.

Other staff

It was common in Public Schools in those days for the to appoint
the part time_teachers. | was responsible for the terms and conditions,
as well as hourly rates. Liaison with parents was through me which included billing
for the lessons given and adjudicating the occasional dispute regarding fees.

Recruitment of staff

I was only involved in the recruitment of| Bl teachers directly though I did
participate in the selection of a full time -Assistant which was a Headmaster’s
appointment. My only knowledge of recruitment policy and recruitment practices was
that | wrote the job description for a nev\- Assistant.
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Mid Lothian Councils until the first of both arthritic knees and their replacement
operations forced my retirement.

50. The reason my contract at Loretto was terminated was posited as professional
misconduct but beyond insinuations, there was nothing of an unprofessional nature
in the Headmaster's efforts to discredit me. One statement for example thought |
was ‘slimey’ whilst another reckoned | had searched their wastepaper basket. The
School was very reluctant to take this to a Tribunal.

51. Atthe time, Loretto was in a desperate situation financially and the Headmaster
removed Design and Technology from the curriculum and the staff who taught it.

52.  Avaluable Scottish painting from the common room was sold off, along with a former
pupil's Victoria Cross, staff housing and part of the sports field. As an expensive
member of staff, | too felt part of this ruthless personal survival strategy.

53. | hardly recall this staff member and think | only worked at the school at the same
time as him when | first started at the school. | do not know how old he was. He
taught only in the Nippers though | have no idea what subject he taught.

54. He was simply a member of staff of the Junior part of the school on a separate
campus from me. All | recall about him was his elegant moustache. He was a nice
man who appeared to do his job with efficiency and energy. | did not know him
socially and had no significant professional contact with him.

55. 1did not see him teaching the children though | may have seen him on playground
duty so couldn’t really say how he was with the children. | did not see him discipline
children so cannot say how he did, or if he did, discipline children. | did not see him
abuse children or hear of him abusing children.

QRO
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56.

o7.

58.

59.

60.

61.

I would not recognise ERSIEGEGEE =d | think our time at Loretto’s

overlapped near the end of my tenure at the school. | don’t know what age he was
but he wasn't old. He was a [l teacher. To me he was just another member of
staff and our roles didn’t overlap.

| remember nothing about him and heard nothing about him. | really didn’t know him
at all. | never saw him with any children and would only see him in the staff room.

| did not see him discipline children so cannot say how he did, or if he did, discipline
children. | did not see him abuse children or hear of him abusing children.

Helping the Inquiry

Maybe Teacher Training or staff induction provision should give more emphasis to
Child Protection. Nowadays social media platforms are forums for the sharing of both
true and regrettably disingenuous information. | think schools should include
programmes of learning which provide unequivocal guidance regarding the
responsibilities of and behaviour towards all parties, whether teachers, pupils or
support staff.

There could be more thought given to the role of parents. Peer to peer bullying
probably constitutes the bigger threat to children’s’ welfare at present though it must
be remembered that Boarding Schools are now very often rather more day schools

with a boarding element.

| have no objection to my witness statement being published as part of the evidence
to the Inquiry. | believe the facts stated in this witness statement are true.

DocuSigned by:
CRD
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