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a formidable team with Ben Philip. We were older so had more freedom. We felt

respected by the housemaster and matron. If we crossed a line, we were made aware

of that in a firm and polite way. Ben Philip ensured we were looked after but generally

treated us like adults. The s6 boys sometimes visited Ben Philip's flat and on occasion

Liz Evan's flat in small groups for coffee/biscuits and a chat. Ben Philip was always

approachable and you could always have a chat with him.

7. There was still corporeal punishment while I was at school - a slipper to the backside

if you misbehaved. The belt was also still in use. It was not dished out wily nily - very

much a last resort. Some staff had a lower tolerance for bad behaviour than others. I

never felt bullied or threatened by staff and never feared going to classes.

8. I was very homesick when I started at QVS. The staff were very caring. I remember

my aunt died while I was in p7. The staff were again very caring. I was told about it

with my brother. The school chaplain, John Silcox, was there to support us. He kept

a close eye on me and made sure to include me in what was going on that day. He

ensured that my peers encouraged me to join in activities like swimming.

9. If I had concerns or troubles, I would usually speak to my brother first. He kept an eye

on me. After that, I’d speak to the housemaster. I tended to speak to the housemaster

more than the matron.

10. When I was at QVS in the 1980s, it was still seen as a military school. There was a

chain of command. Prefects were able to punish younger pupils for misdemeanours

- punishments like a lap or the sports field or circuits in the gym. I always felt that if I

got a punishment it was deserved. There was a hierarchical structure at school with

the Haig boys (the senior boys) ruling the roost. Some of them gave off an air of

authority but not in a way that they were feared. I was bullied for a while by a boy in

my year group. It was not overly bad and I wasn't scared of him. He hit me once in

class and I told a teacher about it. The staff pulled him out of class and spoke to him.

I am not sure what else happened there. It calmed down after that and we started to

get along with each other in S5.
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