


to provide answers as far as possible to SCAI questions concerning children whose primary care
originated in Scotland.

This first response was forwarded to SCAI with a covering letter and methodology statement in early
2019.

4. METHODOLOGY RE AN OVERVIEW

As mentioned in Dr Owen’s statement, ROSL appears to have delegated most of its child migration
activities to its Migration Committee, established in 1926 and based in London, originally to support
adult migration.

However, since ROSL had not been able to locate any minutes or correspondence from this
Migration Committee, or its successor the Migration Bureau, research at ROSL HQ, Park Place,
London SW1A 1LR, was therefore largely reliant on the brief reports from the Migration Committee
to be found in ROSL Annual Reports, equally brief reports in the Central Council Minutes of the time
and back editions of ‘Overseas’ magazine (Established in 1917. British Library has all editions).

Other documents researched at ROSL HQ for a general overview of ROSL child migration activity
included those presented to the House of Commons Health Committee’s Inquiry into the Welfare of
former British Child Migrants whose third report was published in July 1998, and a small amount of
correspondence, press cuttings and documents prepared for the Independent Inquiry into Child Sex
Abuse (1ICSA) re Child Migration during 2016 — 2018.

5. METHODOLOGY RE SCOTTISH BRANCH INVOLVEMENT IN CHILD MIGRATION

With regard to child migration involving those whose primary care originated in Scotland, Scottish
Branch reports in ROSL Annual Reports (held at the London clubhouse) were the main source of
information.

However, in early November 2018, a photo album containing over 90 press photos of children
attending tea parties at ROSL HQ between 1949-54 before sailing to New Zealand or Australia, was
discovered amongst items sent to the London clubhouse from ROSL’s Edinburgh clubhouse.

Photocopies of those pictures with captions giving the name, age and hometown of children whose
primary care originated in Scotland were forwarded to SCAI.

Also forwarded was a relevant strip cartoon from the Daily Mirror of March 24 to 29 1952 which
sought to highlight the benefits of child migration to New Zealand and the encouraging views of Mr
Cyril Bavin as mentioned in the recent expert witness report.

In mid-November 2018, further boxes of archives from the Edinburgh clubhouse were searched and
nothing further of relevance to this Inquiry was found.

6. INCORPORATION OF EXPERT WITNESS COMMENTS INTO SECOND ROSL SUBMISSION

In September 2019, ROSL gratefully acknowledged and incorporated the additional information from
Professor Gordon Lynch into a second, amended statement.

The main reasons why this additional information was not in the original submission was that we
had been advised that there was no need to duplicate statements that could be found on the IICSA















Although this is conjecture, the following are possibilities:
Disposal or storage elsewhere due to sale of ROSL properties in London

Between 1925 - 1979 ROSL owned three other properties in Park Place (now reduced to one) and in
1936/7 added a new Westminster Wing to this current London property.

Itis possible in view of WW2 bomb damage, building disruption and the need for extra storage space
in the late 1970’s while no’s 3,4 and 5 Park Place were on the market, that these records were
destroyed if there was no legal requirement to keep them and if it was thought at the time that such
records were duplicated or held elsewhere.

Possible storage of photo album with books at the Edinburgh clubhouse

The Edinburgh clubhouse was purchased in 1930 and a new wing opened in 1975. In the 1990's, it
was considered a potential home for small items such as donated books, other shelf items and a
series of donated wall plaques from London. | understand that the Edinburgh clubhouse had already
been searched for Migration files in the early 1990’s so how the photo album of children attending
tea parties at ROSL London before sailings to NZ and Australia, 1947-1953, came to be stored there,
remains a mystery. A possible explanation is that it was part of a consignment of hard backed books
and visitors’ books sent to the Edinburgh clubhouse from the London clubhouse.

Possible storage off site

Whilst we have searched everywhere possible within our ownership, it is just possible that the
records could turn up in the future in some other location. However, | have not seen any records of
storage facilities outside ROSL premises. In 1997 when organising the ROSL exhibition for the
Commonwealth Heads of Government meeting in Edinburgh, | asked the then DG, Robert Newell,
about the possibility of storing these large panels off site but learnt that ROSL did not have any off
site storage facility due to rental costs. The panels were therefore taken to the London clubhouse for
storage behind the stage in the then St Andrew’s Hall and occasional use at fund raising and other
events.

Although several thousand pages of archive material has been read, it is also possible that with
searchable, digital archiving a new clue could emerge as to what may have happened to them.

12. THE FUTURE

There is now an ongoing commitment to further research into ROSL's role in child migration and we
are working to be able to provide greatly improved searchable archiving for child migrants in the
future. We are very grateful for the impetus and new information that has come from the 1ICSA and
SCAl inquiries and especially for the bravery of child migrants who have shared their experiences.




