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Scottish Child Abuse Inquiry

Witness Statement of

FES

Support person present: Yes. _

My name is My name as a child was[EIEEGEGEE 2"c My
name as a child in care was [ Vv date of birth is [ 1959. My

contact details are known to the Inquiry.

Life before going into care

| now know that | had four brothers and three sisters. Their names were |||}l I

- - --and - We lived in Falkirk with our parents-

and ||l Vv parents were alcoholics and were a danger to us so we were

removed from their care. My brothers were sent to a home in Dumfries and my

sister, - and | were sent to Weedjngsha"_ Secondary Institutions - to be published later

Secondary Institutions - to be published later
Secondary Institutions - to be publisheq My sister_was adopted as a baby.

Fostar caro - [ W .
| can’t say the names of my foster parents, [EIECINNGE <o | il refer to

them throughout this statement as him and her. As a child in care, they made me call
them mum and dad. Also living in the house was her partner ||| | | |l

| remember going to her house when | was five. | went in a black car with a woman. |
don't know who this woman was. When | got out of the car there were three girls and
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a woman there. | remember feeling terrified. | didn’t have any personal possessions
with me. We were all given a sweetie and | ate mine. The other girls kept theirs and
they made a fool of me. Two of the girls were her granddaughters, il and
. = the other girl was another foster child called [N I v2s 2
year younger than me. [Jllllwas a year older than me and || lllwas the same
age as me.

My foster parents lived in a three bedroomed bungalow which was situated in the

countryside. It was known as || | I 't had a big garden and a
driveway. It sat in the grounds of ||| G hich was part
of |GG ey oot the house because the farm brought
money in for the ||l He was |-t the farm. She didn’t work.

The bungalow had a porch. There was a bathroom and a kitchen on the left and the
living room was straight ahead. The bedrooms were down the hallway. She slept in
one bedroom with [Jlj who was her boyfriend. He lived in the house with her
throughout my time there. He was all right to me. He used to tell me not to cry for her.
Her husband, Jllland | slept in the other bedroom.

Routine at the [SRCl

She got me up because he was at the farm early. From the age of five | had to light
the fire and make up his bed. Then | made her bed. [JJlishowed me how to split sticks
with an axe and how to light the fire. | had to set the table for breakfast and make
breakfast for the four of us. After this, | got washed and ready for school. After school,
| got changed and set the table for dinner. | did other chores like dusting and hoovering.
| made sure there was coal for the fire. After dinner, | did the dishes. ||} didn’t
do any chores and | don't remember her being hit. We didn't really get on. | N
did what she needed to, to survive. After the chores it was bedtime. You had to sit
on her knee for a prayer then kiss her on the cheek. | then washed and went to
bed and waited for him to come to bed.
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asked me if | wanted to be adopted. When | met my real parents they thought | hadn’t
been adopted because they hadn’t signed anything.

My sister came once in a big black car before she went to Canada. She wanted me
to go out for a meal with her but | didn’t go because | was frightened. | regret that to
this day.

Birthdays/Christmas

I never had a birthday. |JJJJJll did but | didn't. The first birthday cake | had in my life
was when | left home and got married. | got one thing for Christmas but [l oot
lots. One Christmas | got roller skates. | loved those roller skates. One year |||l
and | got watches on a chain. She lost them before Christmas and accused me of
taking them. | got hit and she kicked me on the leg when | fell on the floor. She must

have found them because we were given them for Christmas after that. | hated those
watches because | was punished for something | didn't do and she never apologised.
On Christmas Day | set the fire but she made breakfast and Christmas dinner.

Healthcare

| don’t remember ever being sick although | must have been. | remember visiting the
GP but | don’t know what for. | do remember being taken to the dentist and having
five teeth taken out at the one time.

Abuse at foster carers, I . -rbert

| was beaten most days if | didn’t do something perfectly right. | was slapped for not
eating cold custard or tapioca which | hated. | was slapped for being sick when she
forced me to eat the desserts. She would slap me on the face and head. She also hit
me with a belt but this was on the legs. She always hit me on the legs until | had welts
on them. She used to belt me on the legs because the marks would be hidden by
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trousers. Sometimes | had to lie in bed for a couple of days to hide but | still had to do
my chores. One Sunday | was in the bath and she saw marks on my legs and she
asked me what they were. When | said they were from the belt, she hit me so hard
that my head hit the bathroom wall.

| was beaten if | didn’t clean the house properly. She used to hide things like a feather
or pin to see if | would pick them up when | was cleaning. | was belted if | didn't find
them and move them to where they should be. She was always trying to catch me out
to see if | cleaned properly. This still affects me to this day.

Every second Sunday, he took us to Edinburgh to visit his sisters. One Sunday when
we came back she said | had forgotten to wash the potato pan even though | knew |
had washed it. She put my hand on the hot cooker and burnt the palm. She said |
would never forget to wash a pan again. She then kept me off school for two or three
days to hide the blister.

One day | found a five pound note when | was playing in the woods. | gave it to her
thinking this would make her happy with me. She slapped me because she said | had
stolen it out of her purse. | used to cry and she used to say ‘Nobody wanted you, your
parents didn't want you, we don’t want you and we might send you back.’

One Sunday, because | wanted my hair cut to fit in at school, she cut my pigtails off
and cut all my hair until | had hardly any left. | took || | | @ I
because | wanted to die. They found me at the bottom of the garden. They made me

drink milk to make me sick. She asked her son whether she should get an ambulance

but he told her not to in case the police became involved. She belted me and her son

Il took me to his house for a month until the marks went away and my hair grew.

On my return she said | had done it to draw attention to myself and she punished me

again.

Bl s'ept in the room with me and I I 2 | shared a double bed
and there were two single beds. He used to come to the bottom of the bed and pull

me out by the legs. | used to tuck my feet tight up hoping he wouldn’t get me. My feet
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