Scottish Child Abuse Inquiry

Witness Statement of

Support person present. No

My name is ERIEEEEE The suname on my birth certificate is @il and |

was known as Gl when | was in care. My mum and dad split up when we were
in foster care and my siblings and | became known as when we went back
home. | then changed my name through deed poll and became ESillllllabout 24
years ago. My date of birth is || ] ] 1977. My contact details are known to the

Inquiry.

Life before going into care

I was born in Belishill. My mum was | RN =0 v dad was

Il ' have an older brother, |l who is about two years older than me. My
younger brother, _ died when he was eighteen and my younger brother,
I dicd on his eighteenth birthday. My younger sister, i} takes nothing to do
with me. | also have a half-brother, JJJilij who lives in England.

We lived in Newarthill before moving to|| | | I i» Votherwell when |

was two or three years old. || ] 2 the family home where a lot of
trauma occurred. My mum and dad were alcoholics and they used to fight in the house.
We had to run down to my gran’s in our bare feet. My mother's mother stayed at the
bottom of the hill. We would rush down there at 2:00 am.

My father worked at Ravenscraig. He also got a few odd jobs here and there. He used
to be an electrician’s mate and that kind of thing. He used to put up the Christmas
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Records

I've never tried to obtain my records from the social work department. I'd like to get
them, to see what went wrong. When | moved back to Scotland, social workers
became involved. | moved in with my girlfriend and her son. Her ex-boyfriend got the
social work involved. He told them that I'd been convicted of murder. It's followed me
my whole life. | had to get depositions of my interviews for the murder charge to prove
that | hadn’t intended to kiII_I had to burn them.

Lessons to be learned

| don’t think social workers should get involved with family members. When my
stepdad was sleeping with the team leader of Drumchapel Social Work Department,
he was also abusing me and he was abusing my brother.

Hopes for the Inquiry

| hope that the Inquiry can make other people’s lives easier. If children are béing put
into foster care, the foster carers should be checked out. There are some horror stories

out there.

| have no objection to my witness statement being published as part of the evidence

to the Inquiry. | believe the facts stated in this witness statement are true.
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