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Scottish Child Abuse Inquiry

Witness Statement of

BTL

1. My name is SRR 'y date of birth is | °53- Vv

contact details are known to the Inquiry.

Life before going to Loretto School, Musselburgh

2. My parents were called |Jfjanc || BB They were both born and raised
in Newcastle. | was also born in Newcastle and lived there until | went to Loretto. |

attended a private prep school called Ascham House which was not primarily a
boarding school but did weekly boarding for some pupils and | weekly boarded there,
| think, for my last year before | went away to Loretto.

3. | have a sister who is quite a bit older than me and she attended an independent day
school.
4. My uncle attended a public school which was a Quaker establishment but apart from

him | think | was the first person in the family to go away to school. My parents chose
Loretto because on a family holiday when | was very small they encountered a family
whose children were at Loretto and my father was very impressed with how polite
and well behaved they were. That is why, primarily, they decided to send me there.

b. You had to pass the Common Entrance Exam before you could go to Loretto. | can’t
remember if | was twelve or thirteen when | went. | had a trip to Edinburgh with my
mother to buy my school uniform but | can’t remember whether | visited Loretto prior
to starting.
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had been an international rugby and squash player or certainly a very good rugby
player and sportsman. By the time | got there he was getting on a bit and in some
ways a little past his best but he was an extremely honourable and nice man. | didn’t
have a massive amount to do with him until | was further up the school but | would
say he was completely irreproachable and it is slightly to my regret that | wasn’t at
the school when he was absolutely in his prime. | don’t have any criticism to make of
him. It was a privilege to be under the authority of a man of his integrity.

Below the headmaster, there would have been a deputy headmaster, then
housemasters, deputy housemasters, heads of academic departments and a similar
hierarchy on the sporting side - particular masters being in charge of particular
sports. There were also a school and four house matrons who looked after the
domestic and housekeeping side of the school and houses.

For classes, the teachers stayed put and the pupils moved from classroom to
classroom. The academic block was quite compact so we didn’t have to go far.
Inevitably there were a few duff teachers but there were also some extremely good
teachers. Across the piste, | would say the standard was pretty good.

As you went up the school and your curriculum narrowed you did the subjects which
most interested you and those tended to be the ones which were best taught in your
particular case, depending on your proclivity for Arts or Sciences. | ended up doing
History, English and Spanish (which | changed for Ancient History, after a year). |
would say my senior school education was particularly good.

My housemaster SESIIIII otherwise known as | tauot I He

was bright and a good teacher who loved his subject. On an academic level he and |
were never on the same wavelength because | think he thought | was a rather
indifferent student. He was particularly good with the really bright students. The -
I tcacher | remember was Paddy Orr — he also had a good teaching reputation
and had worked in the state sector.
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The chaplain was called Gus Wright. He was a delightful chap but he wasn’t a great
teacher.

Later on up the school, my history teacher was Peter Lapping. He went on to
become headmaster at Sherborne. He was inspirational as a history teacher and |
had great respect for him.

Alan Thompson was Head of Languages - he was eccentric but delightful. He had an
extremely nice wife.

Byron Jones was Head of Chemistry. He was also a nice chap and | think he was
quite a good teacher, although | never shone at Science.

Gavin McDowell was to become, with good reason, a ‘school treasure’ and spent
most of his career at Loretto. He taught physics, was single and did a great deal,
extra-curricularly. Sailing was his particular interest. He was okay as a teacher but |
didn’t shine on the Physics side.

The -eacher was He later became housemaster of

Seton House. He was a Lorettonian as a boy and spent the vast majority of his

career, there. He is still alive and runs the_ He is a very nice

chap. He was probably perfectly okay as a teacher but |Jffvasnt my subject.
As a housemaster, he had a different style to \gli§ He didn’t have jiislill s
insouciance but he was an honourable and decent man.

The Head of Art was called Arty ‘B’ (Baxter).
Hierarchy of pupils

On the pupil side there was a head boy, a deputy head boy, school prefects,
including heads of houses, and house prefects. The heads of house and house
prefects had an element of supervisory responsibility within the boarding houses.

The responsibilities of the school prefects and head of school were wider.
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Routine at Loretto
First day

My father had just had a heart attack before | was due to start so a friend of the
family took my mother and | up there on the first day. | was a bit apprehensive when
| arrived. | was a young boy and this was the first time | had been properly away from
home.

The school had recently undergone a major house-building and refurbishment
programme. | was in Seton House which was newly built. It was extremely attractive
and the welcome was good so | was pretty impressed.

My housemaster and the deputy housemaster welcomed us. | remember there was a
reception/tea party for the families whose boys were starting in that house. That was
held in the housemaster’s private accommodation which was very attractive. il
the Seton Housemaster and his deputy, Cliff Sparks, a chemistry teacher,
welcomed us. Cliff was a young, single man at that time. | think he later left Loretto
but returned a couple of years later as housemaster of Hope House. He was
replaced as housemaster of Seton by Norrie Porter and later Gus O’Connell, both
pleasant, young, married men with young children.

| can’'t remember how | was introduced to the school more broadly but | don't have
any adverse memories of it.

Sleeping arrangements

In Seton, there was one dormitory which was very small and only slept about five
people and the biggest dormitory slept no more than twelve. You rotated each term
so that you were never in the same dormitory or with exactly the same boys for more
than a term at a time. The third form entry level dormitories were probably the
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coals where the process relies on memories dimmed by the passage of time and
judges social norms which, anyway, have changed, by the standards of today.
‘Abuse’ plainly has existed and may still do so at some establishments. But speaking
from my own experience, | do not believe that its occurrence, particularly in the long-
ago past, warrants a denigration of the benefits bestowed by the sort of education
that | was fortunate to enjoy. There is a sector of the educational and political
establishments which dislikes private education, especially public schools. To
discredit the ‘private education’ and the public school system on the basis of
incidences of serious abuse at a minority of establishments would, | believe, be

unwarranted.

That is why | have chosen to take part in the Inquiry. | have mentioned this to one or
two friends who were old Lorettonians and to others, including one person who
attended another similar school. | emailed Loretto to let the school know that | was
initially going to take part but had changed my mind because of logistical difficulties. |
did not receive any response. | subsequently decided to take part when | was
informed that the interview could be conducted remotely.

It is vitally important that abuse of whatever nature isn’t tolerated. Had my wife or |
had any suspicions or concerns that it prevailed at Loretto when our children were
there, we would not have hesitated to withdraw them from the school. | believe my
own parents, had they ever had those concerns, would have taken exactly the same
view in regard to me. | had a very close relationship with my parents and | would not
have hesitated to tell them had there been anything which concerned me as an
individual at Loretto at that time.

I have no objection to my witness statement being published as part of the evidence
to the Inquiry. | believe the facts stated in this witness statement are true.

BTL



