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Scottish Child Abuse Inquiry

Witness Statement of

EIG

Support person present: Yes

My name is SN however, when | was a child, | was known as |l

My date of birth is [l 1968. My contact details are known to the
Inquiry.

Life before going into care

| was born in the Rankin Memorial Hospital, Greenock and taken back to [Jjj

I - Greenock. | lived there with my mum and all of my brothers

and sisters. My brothers’ names were---and- | have always
known ||l sl My sisters were [Jjanc ] ! was the youngest. | don't

know my brothers and sisters dates of births, however, [Jjwas the oldest and | would
say he was about twenty years older than me. After [JJJj it was I then it was

- or- then- -was nearest in age to me and there was a year or

two between us. It was four boys first and then four girls.

| had a sister called [Jlfwho died before | was born, on |l 1966. ! was told
about her by my best friend’s mum. | am not sure what age-was when she died
but | think she was between three and six years old. | don’t look at my file because |
know a lot of things.

My mum’s name was |||l and her maiden name was- My dad’s name
was_ There was a man called [ who my mother had an affair

with and | believe that he is my father. We think my eldest brother [JJjalso belonged
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Grosvenor Road Children’s Home, Greenock

Secondary Institutions - to be published later




Secondary Institutions - to be published later

Leaving Grosvenor Road Children’s Home, Greenock

20. We weren't there very long and one day they told us that we were going out for the

day. | told [Jijj and |} we were going out and | was happy, however, ||

and [Jilils car went up the hill and my car was facing down the way. | was in the
back seat crying because | was in a different car. | didn’'t see my sisters for nearly two

years after that.

21. My brother |Jjjlj was up on the hill because he knew what was happening and [Jjjij
ran away. [Jjhad tight ginger curls when he was a little boy and he just stood
there. | see [Jjnow and he remembers it as well. We have spoken about it as
adults. | won't forget that but we couldn’t do anything because we were all helpless
children. [Jjjnew that we were going out in the cars.

22. Two people took me away in the car but | don’t remember their names. The car drove
about and they couldn’t take me to wherever they were going to take me so | ended

up going to the N back i I

23. | anc Il vere passed about a couple of times in Greenock before they went
to Quarriers in Bridge of Weir. | know that now but | didn't know at the time. They had
a bit of a rough time from what | have gathered. | couldn’t understand why they went

somewhere and | never went with them.

Convalescence Hospital in Drumchapel



Secondary Institutions - to be published later

Greenock

28.  The foster parents were il and i and they would have been in
their forties. They died around 2003 when they were 72 but | wasn’t allowed to go to

the funeral. Their deaths were announced in the paper but my name was not
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37.

Washing/bathing

When | was little | had to share a bath with_and_ We had to share

the hot water and that's how it was in ||| | | | | I

Healthcare

| wasn't well when | was a little girl. My sister, ] died with the illness that | have.
In those days they couldn’t cure it. | was in and out of Yorkhill as an inpatient when |
was a little girl and | didn’t always have visitors because it was quite a distance to

come and see me and because of the money situation as well.

When | was young | met Rod Stewart in the lift at the hospital. He had come to visit
the sick kids. | was ill and | was in a bed being transferred. | had to be protected in a
tent because | was quite sick. | was in incubation and no one was allowed near me. |

was in a special ward because sometimes | was very sick when | was little.

I was up and down to Yorkhill Hospital a lot as a little girl but they got me on medication
so | didn’t have to go as often. | ended up going to hospital with my foster mum every
three months, then six months and then once a year. | saw Professor Hamilton at
Yorkhill and he was good to me but he would spend time with my foster mum and |
would need to go out of the room to the play area. After the appointment we would go
to the café for a treat before we went home. We had to go from Yorkhill to Kelvingrove
and then from there to Glasgow Central to get home.

As | got older, when | was thirteen, my foster parents told me about my parents and
they told me that they died. They sat me down and told me things but we didn't speak
about grief. There was no counselling. | was just to fit into daily life.

When | was at school | used to self-harm to ease the pain. My friend [JJjknew |
was doing that. Thenever knew | was self-harming and | used to cover it
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38.

39.

40.

41.

very well. Other people around me never knew because | was too frightened to tell
people in case they went round to fight with the [l

Clothing/uniform

I moved school when | went into foster care and | had to get a new uniform. | was
excited to get new clothes. | had to go to the special shop in the town to get it because
| was a special child. | didn’t know at the time that the special shop was social services
providing clothes for me. | knew they gave us a slip of paper and | got my new uniform
and new shoes.

When | first moved there the [l bought me things to make it look good but, as
time went on, | never had the things the other kids had. | wasn't dressed like the other
kids at school. | didn't know at the time that the [Silislill] Would have been given an
allowance for me. When | was ten or eleven my sister-told me that.

I had asked i} if she wanted to meet my foster sisters ||| | N =N

because they wanted to come to Quarriers and meet them. | asked if | could bring
them but she said that she didn’t want anything to do with them. | said that they were
ok and that | had met her brothers and sisters at Quarriers but she was adamant that
she didn't want to meet them. She told me that the [Sliiaallll Were given money to
look after me but | was badly dressed. That hurt me. | had no one to go to and no one
to turn to. My friend -was my rock when | was growing up. She was my best friend
and still is. She was a friend from ||| SN Hovwever. my friends could
only do so much because | was under the care of the social services and it was heart-
breaking for people to see what | was going through.

When | was older | was given a slip of paper and it would tell you what items you could
get like a pair of shoes and a jacket. Whatever | needed was on the piece of paper but
you could only get one of each thing on the list and you could only choose certain
things because that was what social services paid for. | couldn't go to the shops my
friends went to. My friend -went to “What Every Woman Wants” to buy clothes



42.

43.

44,

45.

and she would let me wear her things but | had to change before | went back the
| would probably have been grounded if | had gone back in her clothes.

Religion

My family were Protestants. My mum was a member of the Orange Order and my
father was a Mason. My foster parents were Catholics. Not long after arriving at the
I was baptised a Catholic and about a year and a half later | made my Holy
Communion.

| went to St Mungo’s church to be baptised. | was given a little pink dress with tassels
down the side of it. It was a really pretty dress. | couldn’t reach the font because of my
height so- the eldest brother, lifted me up. Father Fergus and Father Mcllroy
were there and they had to put the water on me to baptise me. It was against my
wishes, it should never have happened and | will never forget it. | don’t have a picture
of that, | have nothing of my life.

My foster mum would take me to see the Sisters of the Poor. The school took us there
to give us an insight into what life would be like if we wanted to become a nun. We
met Sister Mary Bernard, who was from Sussex, when | was in Lourdes we became
friends with her. My foster mum and dad used to send packages of things like sweets
to her when she was in Sussex. She later died when | was living in London. | used to
phone the convent because she always stayed in my heart from when | was young.

We started making plans and they prepared me to make my Holy Communion. | was
given my dress and | had a blue velvet cape. Sister Mary Bernard gave me a parasol.
I made my Holy Communion when | was eight and | was given lots of gifts like crosses.
On our Communion Day we went to the school hall. There were lots of sandwiches
and cakes and you could have as much as you wanted. All the kids sat at a big long
table.
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Father Fergus and Father Mcllroy were both there. They were really nice priests to
me. They knew | was a Protestant and they tried to help me through my religion which
I struggled with. | never told anyone that because | was afraid as a little girl.

| remember after it my brother- came to where we lived and he was giving them
abuse because | had made my Holy Communion. | remember him doing it and | was
so scared. | was told to go in the back bedroom so that | couldn’t hear the abuse he
was shouting but he was right to do what he did because he was my big brother. It
was out of his control because | was already baptised but he was venting his anger.

| had to go to mass every Sunday and | had to say my prayers. | was naughty in Chapel
because | didn’t want to be there. My brother,- would get drunk and come and
shout at the [iESMI Pecause they had moved me to a Catholic school.

When you live in_Protestants and Catholics used to row all the

time. There were very few Catholics that lived there. It was a very serious thing in my
childhood. | wasn’t allowed to speak to certain people if they were Protestants. Kids
were always fighting with each other outside the school gates. It would be disturbing
for anyone but it was very disturbing for me because | was Protestant at a Catholic
school and, at the same time, | was baptised Catholic, knowing | was Protestant.

Schooling

| was moved to St Mungo’s, which was a Catholic school, when | went to stay with the

My old school had been local and this was a bit longer to walk to. | was sent
to a Catholic school because the [l were Catholics. | was just told that | was
moving school but the reason was not explained.

My best friend [Jfwent to St Lawrence’s Primary School which was also a Catholic
School. | could never understand why she went there and | went to St Mungo’s. |

wanted to go to the same school as|JJjbut the [EiiSalll Wouldn't let me. They could
have sent me there and | think my life would have been better if they had let me go
there. | met people at St Mungo’s but | felt like an outcast because | wasn’t dressed
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52.

53.

94,

like the other kids. People made fun of me because of the way | was dressed. My
clothes were very old fashioned. _ and -were dressed very old
fashioned as well. Years ago they had blue and yellow banana coats which you could
turn inside out and you could wear it blue on one side or yellow on the other. It was
quite a trend and | wanted one. | needed a coat the next year but they got me one
from the cooperative and it was way out of date by the time that | got it. | had to try
and fit in but | was embarrassed because | had free school meals. The other children
went out for their lunch and went to the bakers but | never got that.

When | started at St Mungo’s | became friends with _who is a long
standing friend. | wasn't very good at school because of my home life. | didn’t always
get to do cooking in school because | didn't have money to buy the ingredients. My
friend [Jjhelped me out and she would give me money. She bought me food when
| didn't have food from the [l One day | came in and my foster dad asked me
how | got money for the cooking stuff at school. He used to collect twenty pence pieces
in a sideboard with a key in it but he always left the key in it. | used to steal the 20
pence pieces out of it. As a kid | didn’t know they were being counted so sometimes |
took money out of there.

| stole off-a few times and she had to ask me why. | needed sanitary towels and
| was ashamed to tell people. | didn’t want to tell my foster mum because | knew that
they would say that they had no money. As | became older things got tighter for my
foster family. There was only one wage coming into the house. [Jjjjjjand | spoke
about it in 2019 and | apologised for doing it.

We used to give to the “black babies” on Fridays. You had to give a penny on Friday
and you would be given a baby and your penny would go to helping that baby in Africa.
My teacher, Mrs Barclay, was good to me. | didn’'t always have pennies so she would
slip one of the leaflets to me. | wanted to help the children in Africa but | was too scared
to ask for things as a little girl.

Clubs /organisations
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I went to the youth club when | was older but-always paid for it. She looked after
me. The [l didn’t know that | went to those clubs.

Leisure time

| wasn't allowed to go further than the front of the stairs at the house. They used to go
crazy at the things that | used to do. | was always getting into trouble and | was very
mischievous.

Birthdays and Christmas

Just before | turned fifteen social services got me a new bed and a new wardrobe. |
loved reading Enid Blyton when | was young. | loved sitting up and reading through
the night so | was told off. On my birthday once my foster dad bought me a lampshade
to read because he didn’'t want me reading in the dark but | had to put it off at a certain
time.

One Christmas | was given two dollies. | got a black baby and a white baby and they
were twin dolls. | was able to keep them. One Christmas | got a stocking and an apple
and an orange. That was the kind of things you got. -and -who were in
Quarriers would always get lots, they got record players and things like that. | would
get a new dressing gown.

Personal possessions

When | went to thel had clothes in a black bin bag. When Mr & threw
me out he made sure that | went out with that black bin bag.

| didn’t have anything to remember my family by. | have a photo of myself in my uniform
in my mum’s house that someone gave me. They told me that they gave me it because
they thought that | deserved it because | had nothing. | have one photo of me as a
Catholic and one photo of me as a Protestant. The [} "ad @ camera and they
took pictures but not often.

13



61.

62.

63.

64.

65.

Trips and holidays

| was taken to Lourdes when | was between seven and nine years old. | thought St
Mungo’s Church had paid for it but it was social services. We went on a coach and a
plane to get there. My mum went with me and we went with the Diocese of Paisley.
Only a few people were picked to go on the trip and | was picked. It was a pilgrimage.

| was pushed about in a wheel chair with a hood on it. We stayed in the Royal Hotel.
Lourdes was just a beautiful place to go to and it was a memory that made me want

to travel as an adult. | met a lot of sick people and people who were dying.

Social services used to pay for the to take me to Girvan. We went to a bed
and breakfast and it was the same place every time we went. | didn't get a holiday
every year. It was just me and my foster mum and dad that went. At the time | didn’t
realise that it was social services who paid for those holidays.

Family Contact

My friend, [JJJJJj said our iife as friends was amazing and we did have a good life in

—but | had to live with the memory of what it was like when | was

living at | ] with my family. | knew what was going on and neighbours were

always telling me not to forget that | had |||} ] =< Il They would

start to tell me things like where [Jjffwas but | would ask them to stop because the
were coming. | was never told about my family when | was in their house

and | wasn't to hear this.

- and -Iived in a big house In Quarriers called cottage 33 and it was like
going from a hell hole to Buckingham Palace. Auntwas their housemother in
Quarriers and she used to go to Macro which you had to have money to go to back
then. There was Auntand Uncle-and they were very posh. They had a
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67.

68.

69.

cloakroom in their house and all of the children had their names up. | asked if | could
have my name up but | wasn't allowed. | went into the playroom and each child had a
big cupboard with their name on it. It was really lovely. | asked Aunt [l if | could
come and stay but she said that | wasn’t allowed to. | asked in front of the social
worker.

During my first visit to see-and -we had to stay inside the really posh,
big house. | had travelled through Kilmacolm to get there which was even posher. We
had to sit in the front room with the social worker. | don’t remember who the social
worker was. During that visit | was given a guided tour of this beautiful big home.

When | visited | would only be there for between two and five hours. | would ask if |
could come back next week but | knew that | wouldn’t be going back next week and it
could be between eight months and a year before | visited them again. It was a long
time. Sometimes | would have lunch with them but | never stayed for dinner. When |
was there everyone had their own chores to do but |JJjijand Il would be let off
lightly when | was there because | was only there for a couple of hours with them. Aunt

Bl vas quite good at letting them do that. [Jij and I vere the apple of
the mother’s eye.

On one occasion | went to the house at Quarriers with the social worker, who | think
was Jan, but | was turned away at the door. They said that | couldn’'t come in and see
them. | think [l was out and a couple of minutes later -came to the door. |
asked why | couldn’t see my sister because | could see her there and | was told that it
wasn't as easy as that. | had to book an appointment to see my sisters and then sign
in at the gate. | had booked an appointment that day but my appointments were
sometimes cancelled for whatever reason. | don't know if social services hadn't
booked the appointment. It happened on a few occasions that | would be turned away.
| only saw them once a year if | was lucky.

Just before the [ilEMI threw me out, when | was fifteen, | went up to Quarriers for
the day.-was a couple of years older than me and she had a job. She was
about seventeen and she worked in the hairdressers in Quarriers, training to be a
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70.

71.
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73.

hairdresser. | went that day and-wanted to buy me sweeties because | loved
sweeties. She wanted to be like a mum to me.

We never spoke about what was happening to us but | would get upset when | had to
leave. [Jij anc [l wou'd be taken away so | didn't upset them. Their mum
would be very stern with me about it and she told me that | couldn’t be like that and |
needed to stop it. She didn’t want that happening to her two daughters as she called
them. | think their mother put a stop to me visiting. Somewhere along the line between
her and social services someone has failed me because we should have been kept
together. | can't see why | couldn’t be with them in Quarriers. Social services didn’t

take me as often as they should have.

| don't even know how | ended up with the [l Il sid that her mother and
father in Quarriers tried to get me but | don’t believe that for one minute. They had a
huge house in Quarriers and they could have fitted me in there easily. -and
- had their own bedrooms so | could have fitted in one of their rooms.

- knew she had big brothers but she wasn'’t interested. | don't know if the mother
brainwashed her and she doesn’t want to talk about it. | fee! [JJllanc |l rave
been brainwashed by what happened to them. They had a completely different life. |
have never been a jealous person but | can’t understand why | never got to be with
them, even as an as an adult now. That is a hurtful subject for me. Why we never got
kept together.

I had one sleepover with them in the whole time that | was there. | went to church while
| was at Quarriers and when | went home | was grounded for a month for going to a
Protestant Church. | shouldn’t have done that because | was Catholic. That was when
| was eleven. We had a nice time because we went to the wee shop. -and
I -2d pocket money and they treated me to sweeties. They did their best for me

when they could see me.
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had happened but she did take me to the hospital in the end. | had to beg her and run

out of the house to get her to take me to see my big sister.

The mum, Aunt Gaallll told me that | couldn’t go into intensive care and | pushed her
out of the way. - was in the bed and she was bandaged from head to toe. She
was going to theatre and she hadn’t been there for long. She was only there for a few
hours. She was very drugged up. She remembers me being there. | put my arms round
her and told her that | would buy her sweeties when she was better. | told her that |
loved her. | never saw-for eighteen months after that because she went away
to hospital in Canniesburn and she had a lot of serious operations. She was in

intensive care before they were able to transfer her.

When the social workers came | would ask if | could go and see her but they said that
| couldn’t go and visit her because of all the operations she had. She had a lot of skin
grafts. They had to rebuild her shoulder and arm. She can’t use her arm anymore.

~ Greenock to Canniesburn was a long journey in those days and | couldn’t have told

you where it was. They told me it was far away.

| did eventually go to Canniesburn Hospital and | brought[Jjjjja magazine and some
sweeties. The social worker took me in the car but | was only allowed there for an
hour. That was all | got with her because she was not well. That was a hard visit to get
because her mother didn't want her seeing anyone. Her mother wanted her to get
better which | understand but | was her little sister and | struggled to see her as it was.

| never saw [Jiffor the whole time that [Jffwas in hospital. [l had told me
that [Jij doesn't know that | was able to go and visit her and that she would be

very distressed if she found out because she wasn’t able to be there with her. She has
nightmares over that.

| saw the social worker twice in the eighteen months and it was on the second visit

that | had to ask if they could they take me to see [JJij ! asked to go the next day
but they said it wasn’t as simple as that. | don’t know why it wasn’t a phone call to
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89.

90.

91.

| went up there that very night and | had to knock on eight flats to get to the right one.
'll never forget [Jjs face when he saw me. He took me into his wee flat and he
had lots of money which he was telling me to take. He was drunk and he told me that
he drank every night to kill the pain. He told me he was happy that | had found him
but he said the [l Were bad people because they baptised me a Catholic and
he didn’t like that. He said that he had tried everything that he could to get us all
together but social services turned him and my other brothers away.

They went to Quarriers to see their sisters and were turned away which was on
record. Apparently they turned up drunk but | believe they weren't drunk. They made
mistakes as young men because there was no support to keep the family together.
- has suffered a lot and was on the streets for quite a few years. | told him that |
would come and see him again and he said | could come whenever | wanted. | was
too scared to tell anyone that | had seen him but | was really happy and | told- |
showed her all the pennies he had given me. | never saw- after that for quite a

few months.

| had already found- and he was trying to get me to go and find -who we
knew was in Kilwinning. | tried on several occasions. | started getting the envelope
for the Chapel and stealing the money out of that because there was a pound in that.
| was putting a bit of paper in the envelope to put in the basket because the
trusted me. | was stealing it so that | could use the money to try and get
two trains to get to Kilwinning to try and find-

-used to come with me and she helped me with the money at times. We used to
laugh on our way down on the train. Kilwinning wasn't a very big place in those day
but everything was big to me. We randomly knocked on doors but we had to be
careful in case someone phoned the police. If | had been taken back to the

then | would have been grounded.
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When | got there | knocked on doors in several areas. If | went one month | might not
go for four months so | had to remember where | was going back to. | knew [Jjjfjwas
a painter and decorator so | was able to describe him that way to people. | eventually
knocked on a woman’s door who thought she might know who | was talking about
and she said he lived ten minutes away. | asked her if she would take me but she
couldn’t. She told me the name of where he was and - who was with me, said

that she would remember it. | just went to the door one day and there he was.

He lived in a nice white house and it was beautiful where he lived. | never thought |
would find him but | did. He was amazed that | had found him. He said that he hadn't
given up on me and that he knew where | was but because of everything with social
services he hadn’t been allowed to see me. He said he didn’t want me to forget that.
He told me that he was leaving for London in a few weeks.

He died in London.-went and took care of it and he told me about it. | can't tell
you how old | was when [JJJdied but | was very young. He had been an alcoholic
and he never hid that from me.

| have my memories of Jand whilst they are sad memories, | treasure them. He
told me the same as [Jfjand [} that they had tried to keep us together but it
was very difficult and social services never supported what they were trying to do.

-was about eighteen when my parents died. He was getting married when all
this happened. | wanted to be a flower girl at his wedding but the had to buy
the dress and they wouldn’t so | couldn’t go to the wedding. | don’t know the dates of
when this happened.

| knew |l was an alcoholic and he was on the street in Greenock. He and his wife

lost their house because of their drinking. [Jfand his wife moved away after they
lost the family home. He had lived two closes away from me but he wasn't to be
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99.

100.

101.
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involved because | wasn't to be involved with anybody. He got drunk but that was
because my mum and dad died.

| went to [Jlfs grave with my foster sister ||  lllland she told me not to tell
anyone we had gone there because she would get into trouble. | think | was nine or
ten when we went. She told me never to forget coming there and to remember the
spot. | used to go up and try and find it but Greenock Cemetery is the biggest in the
UK. We used to go up there and play hide and seek. We would try and find the graves
but we couldn’t because it was like trying to find a needle in a haystack when you are
a young kid.

There were two local cemeteries, Greenock and Port Glasgow, but they were both
big. We never knew that we could have gone up and asked someone. When we saw
the gravediggers we used to hide because we were in our uniforms so they could
report you to the school.

Social services made no effort to keep me in touch with my family and | only knew
what people told me. | wasn't encouraged to write letters to my siblings.

Supervision oversight / inspection by fostering authority

After a few days of being at the [l s house | met Miss Hibert who was my first
social worker, she was really nice. | knew my sisters weren’t coming back when | went
to the The social worker said that | would be going to see my family but that
never happened.

Miss Hibert would come and check up on me. When | first went to the |kl She
was there for a few years. She was very prim and proper but she was lovely and she
cared about me. She came to see me quite often when | was a little girl. When she left
it was different and everything changed for me. Miss Hibert never sat me down and

spoke about my family, she was more interested in what was going on and whether |
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was settling. She wanted to know where | slept and she was the only social worker
who wanted to know that. | don’t know if it was because of what had happened to me
but she wanted to do everything she could.

| think Miss Hibert was the transition lady for me moving to the [iiiSall2nd then she
told me she was leaving and | would get a new social worker. | didn’t want her to go
but she told me she would get someone as good as her. | had quite a few social
workers after that. | think my next social worker was Sheena but | can’t remember. Jan
was when | was older and there was a gentleman but | don’t remember his name. |
never had him for long and he moved on. | wasn’t comfortable having a man as a
social worker and | wouldn't speak to him. | would rather speak to a lady that was how
| was when | was younger. Jan was my second last social worker. The social workers
would come and visit me at thes home after school. Kathy Dickie was another
social worker that | had at another stage.

Relationship with foster parents / other children

| called my foster parents mum and dad. | was asked to call them mum and dad
because it was easier. Just before my Holy Communion, ||| to'd me to call
them mum and dad because | wasn’t going back home now and this was my home. |
asked if it would be ok and she said it would be fine so | just called them mum and dad
after that. | knew they weren’t my mum and dad but | felt ok calling them that at that
time in my life. They weren't really affectionate, they were just mum and dadlto me.

| didn’t feel | was treated different from their own children. When | first went there
they spoiled me. Everything was a big shock. When | went into the room the two
foster sisters came with me. ||l 2'ways came with me and she mollycoddled
me when | was a little girl. She was the big sister to me that [JJjjshould have
been. | always felt safe with | il because she used to take me out in my
pram and she was good to me. She was my safe haven.

Discipline
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120.

121.

| left the house at about ten past seven with my black bin bag. | was crying and asking
him not to throw me out. | was scared he was going to push me down the stairs as |
left. That is why | never looked back, because that is a memory that | have to keep in
my life. A couple of weeks later | was sixteen. | didn’t see what people saw, they told
me that thetook me in for the money. | didn’t see that but sometimes you
don’t know. It wasn’t the mum.

| walked up_and a lady called-asked why | was out at that

time in the morning with a black bin bag. | was trying to hide at the bottom of the
close because | knew that my foster mum went for the morning papers every
Saturday. | was peeking out to see if she was coming.- shut her window and
came storming down the close. She told me to tell her what was going on so | told
her that he had thrown me out. She said that they couldn’t throw me out because |
was under social services so | showed her all of my clothes in the bag. | asked her to

be quiet because | was scared.

| saw my foster mum coming and she gave me five pounds but she told me that she
couldn’t be seen speaking to me because he would kill her. | asked her where | was
going to go but she had to go. It was lucky that she did go because my foster father
had followed her. | was up in- by that time and we were watching from her

window. He knew- so she opened the window and asked him how his morning

was.

122. -told me to go to the social services but said that she couldn’t take me because

she couldn't walk far. | took my bag and said that | would go. | headed down to the
town and | put my head down away from people. | got to the police station and asked
them where the social service’s building was. | was given directions to Dalrymple
Street at the other end of the town but before 1 went there | sat outside the back of
the police station and cried. | sat under the fire escape where no one could see me. |
left my bag there because | just didn’'t know what to do. | eventually got up. | didn’t
know who to phone or who to talk to, my head was so messed up.
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134,
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| went in and the woman asked how she could help me. | went upstairs and the office
was on the right hand side. | told her that my foster parents had thrown me out.
When | told her that she asked what she could do for me so | explained that | was
fifteen and a half years old. However, again she asked what they could do? | said
that | would need to speak to my social worker but when she asked me who that was
and | couldn’t tell her. | couldn’t have told her what day of the week it was never mind
who my social worker was. | tried to explain to her that | needed help because | had
nowhere to live. She asked me where | lived and | told her again that | didn't have
anywhere to live. | wasn’t being difficult but | was messed up because my head

wasn't in a very good place.

Eventually she went and got someone and they came down asked me my name and
details and then asked me to wait. | sat there for twenty minutes or half an hour while
they tried to sort things out. | was really worried they were going to go the police and
I would go to a home for naughty kids. | asked to go round the corner to the baker’s
and they said no because | might run away. | had to wait for a social worker to come
and take me round the corner to the bakers even though they hadn’t cared about me
for the last 48 hours. They took me to the bakers and bought my lunch for me. They
took me back and | sat in a chair for the rest of the day.

At half past three they told me that they had nowhere to take me. They couldn’t find
a home for me and they told me that no one took children my age. | said that | could
go back to-s. | phoned-and then they spoke to her as well and told her it
would be for the next twenty four hours. She said that she would take me.

Social services took me from Dalrymple Street to -s. They had a chat with her
and then | stayed there. On Tuesday | phoned-to tell him where | was
because he wanted to know what had happened. He said that | should go to the
doctors and prove that | hadn't done anything with - He said that he had been
to the house and that my foster dad was really angry with me.

On Wednesday | had to go to a meeting with the iRl " their house. | didn't
want to go but | had to because there was quite a few people going to it. | don’t know
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who all the people were. | refused to stay with them because | could never trust them
and the relationship had broken down the day he threw me out. | went back to
-s on Wednesday night and then we agreed that | would move in with my foster
sister, | = cioht wecks later she told me that | had
to leave because her husband didn’t want me there. | think it was her who didn’t
want me there. | was over sixteen by then. When -threw me out the
neighbour upstairs,- heard us arguing and she took me in. She had heard me
saying that | had nowhere to go and asking where | would go. She told me that |
could come up. | stayed with her for a few days.- sat me down and said that
she needed to send me to social services because | was still under their care and

she could be arrested if she kept me there.

On my sixteenth birthday the [l wanted me to go and see them but | told
them | wouldn’t see them. They had all of my birthday presents and | told them to
shove them where the sun doesn’t shine.l had to go to the dole office and arrange to

get some money and sort out my address for national insurance.

| stayed with-for a few days and then | went to see social services but they
said that they couldn’t help me because | was sixteen by this time. | explained that |
had nowhere to go and that | was staying on someone’s sofa. | had to go back a few

times and then they got me a board and lodgings in Port Glasgow.

| boarded with a woman cailed-who worked in the -- loved her

men and at the weekend she brought them back to her home. Sometimes it was two
men and | had to listen to that at night from my bedroom. | had to pay to stay there
and the money that | earned went to- | had a job and | had to walk to work in
the morning and then walk home at night.- used to make me packed lunched to
take with me during the day and she was good to me that way. | went out to my
friend -s but- didn't let me stay out. She worried and she did care about

me. Social services just left me in Port Glasgow and that was it.

Life after being in care
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him and be part of his family but he said no. | asked him not to reject me and that is

what happened.

| get very upset and | cry every day behind closed doors where nobody sees. | cry
when | go to bed at night because | don’t want my son to see me crying. | don’t trust
people. Thewere people | trusted because | was put there by social
services. They are both dead now. | know they were strict Catholics and he thought |
was having sex but he had no right to throw me out. He should have phoned the

social services and asked them to come and get me.

| tell people that | trust them but | don't. | tell Fran | trust her but | don't. You have to
tell people you trust them but | don’t. Fran has helped me along the way in my life
and when | say that | don’t trust her it's not that | think she will hurt me or fail me. |
don’t want people to hurt me because | have too much pain inside me that | have to
live with every single minute of my life but | don’t show people how | feel inside.

| speak to Lyndsey who is a counsellor that | found through Future Pathways. Lynn
at Future Pathways looked hard to find Lyndsey for me. It is the first time | have
spoken to a professional about this. | was too afraid when | was younger. | tell
Lyndsey all of this but she gets it as it comes out of my head on the day.

| don’t want another child to go through what | go through now. | have suffered every
minute of every day of my life because all | see are families and | can’t escape from
that. The best counsellors in the world or a million pounds couldn’t replace what has
been taken from me. | can tell you the things that | miss but the feelings that | have
on a daily basis are not nice. | sometimes wish | wasn’t born because kids grow up
with their mum and dads. | have suicidal feelings. | go to bed at night and thank god
for getting me through the day. When | get up in the morning | say thanks for getting
me through the night. Sometimes [ think, take me in the night, out of the cruel world
that | live in. | hate life but | live it and | make sure that | live it. | tell my son when |
die that he will have lots of stories about my life because he will know who | am and
the good things people have to say about me. | didn’t have stories of my family.
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My son doesn’t need to know or have the burden that | have had to carry. He has
only child syndrome. If he plays me up then he has a dad to go to and he has
friends. | have a lovely son. People tell me they can see me in him. We do have our
moments but | have a beautiful son who the didn’t even want to know.

| am a good mum and | haven't let what they did to me destroy me as a mum. | have
done well because | have done the opposite to what my foster father taught me. I'm
not a strict mum but I've kept my son off the street and away from drugs. I've kept
him on the right track.

My experiences have impacted on me as a mum. My son loves playing golf, football
and going out with his friends. They love nothing more than going out and having a
drink. I clash with him when he is drunk because | see my brothers.

| like going to the pub and | used to drink years ago. | got into the pub trade and |
became a bar manager which changed my attitude in life. | was never a big drinker
because it never really appealed to me. |Jjjanc [l don't drink either and
they say that's because of what has happened to them. | know that's what has
happened to me. | don't drink because of what | have seen. | saw more of life with
my brothers than my sisters did and they had a lucky escape from what | saw in
Greenock.-lived far away but | never thought-would be where he is today. |
never thought he would be an alcoholic but | understand his trauma.

173. |Jis locked up somewnhere and social services won't tell me where he is. They are

not allowed to tell me even though | am his little sister. It's all to do with Data
Protection. Fran has touched base with the social worker for me as well. | phoned
and was told that they are moving him away for his own protection. | tried ringing the
social worker a few times but | gave up because | can’t put myself through more
pain. | had been phoning her for about four weeks and | was leaving messages but
she never got back to me.
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Later that year, when | was thirty six, | got ovarian cancer and they offered to phone
my parents and | said that they had just died. [ Jficame down to look after
me but we later fell out. | haven’t seen her for about ten years, maybe longer.

| always say to people when they are rude that, until they have walked in my shoes
and walked my path, they can keep it. People tell me how strong | am but they see a
front. They don't see the Iovelywho is hurting inside and who just wants a hug
from her big sisters. Some days | have to tell myself to pull myself together and
some days | just want someone to tell me that it's alright to be upset and to cry as
much as | want but | can’t do that because | don’t want to go back to those bad days.

| have missed all the wee, silly things that people don't realise are important in life.
There is no amount of money that will give me my family back, my Christmases with
them, our birthdays together and our play days. | suffer a lot at Christmas and
birthdays, the pain can be excruciating.

| do have good long term friends who phoned and texted me support before | spoke
to the Inquiry. My first friend when | moved to London was -but she moved
away and | struggle with that. | do go out with people but it is not enough because
they are not my family. When | go to parties | don’t stay because | see families and |
am not part of that. | sit and wonder why | can’t have that. I'm not bitter or jealous
and | try to go and show my face. | have explained that to some of my friends and
then they realise that family celebrations are something that | never had. | never had
that opportunity and | never made the decisions about that as a child. | could never
have a big party and invite people. | had a fortieth and there was a big turn-out of
friends but there was no family. That was hard for me

What happened to me doesn't just affect me. It affected my brother's and sister’s
children and their children. | didn’t spend Christmases with my family but my
nephews and nieces never had that either. There is a whole generation of families
wiped out. It is not just me that has been damaged. My nieces and nephews have
been damaged and then they have kids. It is like a row of dominoes that has been
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knocked down. My sisters’ children have family from Quarriers and they know who |

am but I'm not the auntie who is included.

| will never be the person that | should have been. | live with so much in my head. |
tell myself that I'm not bad but | must have done something bad in life for this to have
happened to me. | feel like | have been rejected my whole life. | know in my heart
that | will never get closure but | have been able to share it now.

| was gifted with a memory and no one can take that from me. People can steal from
you but they can’t steal your memories and no one can take those from me, not even

social services.

Reporting of abuse

| went to Police Scotland and | wrote a letter. This letter was sent to them on the 22"
January 2020. | wrote it a few days before | went in for surgery to have a tumour
removed from my adrenal gland. | went into hospital on the 30t.

| headed the letter “Historical Neglect — Letter of Complaint”. In the letter | said “l am
a fifty one year old, white, Scottish female who was placed in the care of a foster
family called the As a young child of five years old | was separated from
my brothers and sisters. Our parents had died. | originally contacted the Health and
Social Care Partnership Inverclyde for support in the hope of accessing my personal
file to be told there was not one, | don’t exist. | was actually placed in Grosvenor
Road Children’s Home from |JJJlunti [ 1973 before being placed with
foster carers where | remained approximately from five to fifteen years of age. At the
age of fifteen years old foster carers put me out of their home. The out of hour’s
social work services in Glasgow failed to support me and social services left me in
supported lodgings. The lady frequently had gentleman callers.”

This is just a rough idea of the letter | sent out. It gives you a brief idea. | went on to

say the placement didn’t last long because the woman was leaving. | said “| was ill-
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Other information

247. | have no objection to my witness statement being published as part of the evidence

to the Inquiry. | believe the facts stated in this witness statement are true.
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