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Scottish Child Abuse Inquiry

Witness Statement of

Support person present: No

My name is . My date of birth is -1953. My contact details are

known to the Inquiry.

Life before going into care

| was born in Dunfermline maternity hospital. My mother was white and my father was
a black service man from the United States, who was stationed in Scotland at the time.
My understanding is that my mother thought it was going to be a longer term
relationship than my father did. My father had no option but to return to the United
States.

My mother had two previous children, who were white, to two different fathers. They
were farmed out to various aunts and uncles and kept within the family. She was
somebody who didn’t think too much about the long term consequences. She was
seen as flighty and a bit irresponsible by the extended family. When she took up with
a black man and produced a black baby, the extended family were horrified. She had
already had two previous “miscalculations”, but that was okay. Those children wouldn'’t

stick out because they were white. They couldn’t farm me out.

My mother had no option. She was told that this was a step too far and that this black
boy was too much of an embarrassment. People would look not only at the mother but
at her parents. It was too much for them to handle. Pressure was put onto my mother.
She had to get rid of this sore and the sore was me.
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Aberlour Orphanage, Aberlour, Speyside

| went to Aberlour in 1955 when | was about eighteen months old. My records from
Aberlour and the care authority, Edinburgh Corporation, indicate that the corporation
was in control of major decisions in relation to what was going to happen to me. They
decided to place me in Aberlour. Aberlour was seen as a long term residential
placement. Children were not expected to leave until they reached the age of majority,
which was fifteen at that time. The expectation was that | was going to be there until |
reached the age of fifteen, get myself into some sort of employment and that would be
it.

There’s no doubt that Edinburgh Corporation were in charge of me and not Aberlour.
Edinburgh Corporation were seen by Aberlour Orphanage as having full control. Not
only did they pay the fees to Aberlour, they also determined what would happen to
me. They called the shots in terms of placing me there and removing me from there.
According to my records, they removed me against the advice of Aberlour Orphanage

at the age of eleven.

The orphanage wasn't a huge building, but it consisted of a number of large houses
interconnected by virtual tunnels. You could walk from one house to the other. These
big houses were built around a sort of village green. It was a complex of about fifty to
sixty acres, including the farm land. The houses were divided depending on age and
gender. The girls had their own separate, large houses. The boys had their own,
separate, individual large houses. In the centre was the school. Within this, boys and

girls graduated into various large houses depending on age.

The children in Spey House were all long term during my time there. If I'd stayed at
Aberlour, I'd probably have moved to Gordon or Jupp house a year or so later at the
age of twelve. They were houses for older boys. | would have stayed there till the age
of fifteen. If you were seen to be academically gifted, like a boy called
you could be entered into the grammar school. You would then be allowed to stay in

the orphanage until you were seventeen.
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matter was not reported to the police and RS resioned in[ 1959 That
information was not previously known to me and | have been given a different take on

his departure by members of the board.

Reverend Leslie was a completely different kettle of fish to Dean Wolfe. Reverend
Leslie was appointed primarily to close the orphanage. There was no prospect of any
closure with Dean Wolfe. He was absolutely wedded to the continuation of the
orphanage and its mission, which was the transformation of individual lives for the
better, as they saw it. That was based on the mission statement compiled by the
founder of Aberlour Orphanage, Canon Charles Jupp, who lived between 1875 and
1911. The mission statement was: “Every child has the ability and indeed the right to

grow up and flourish in society, notwithstanding the origins of their birth."

Dean Wolfe knew the children and was very involved with them. There were hundreds
of children and his memory of them and contact with them was formidable. This is on
record. If you look at the narratives_of the care staff and those who were
connected with the orphanage, such as the doctors and individual suppliers, they have
all said that his memory was simply formidable. He was adored not only by the staff
but by the children. He knew all the children and the children knew not only him but
also his dogs. He always had his dogs with him and sweets in his pockets. The children
used to run up to him like he was the pied piper. He was a constant presence. He

walked around the houses.

Reverend Leslie had no such interaction with the children. He was completely devoid
of social niceties. He was a formidable, hard backed reverend and he saw himself in
that light.

Dean Wolfe was very child centred. His life revolved around the children of Aberlour
Orphanage and around continuing the orphanage. Reverend Leslie’s contact with the
children was minimal. His priorities were manifestly different to Dean Wolfe’s.

Reverend Leslie priority was that he was there to do a job, the orphanage was too big,
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In order to try and equip those individuals with skills at the point of majority, you needed
to import into the staffing structure individuals who carried such skills.
had great skill and knowledge in car mechanics. The boys loved all of this stuff. Ron
Aitchison learnt about cars and the buying and selling of cars through
That set him up. There was continuing contact between Ron and aﬁer
Ron left.

Ron admired , who was one of the house masters. He'd re-started the
scouts. He wasn’t Ron’s house master, but he kept in continued contact with him after
he left Aberlour. Ron was not only attracted to him because of the scouts, he was fun
to be with, personable and a wise character. He also travelled extensively and Ron

used to go with him after leaving Aberlour.

Child care was not part of the interviewing of staff. | would say that the overall need in
terms of the male staff would be the skill set that they had. Childcare was not too much
of a priority. The wardens would rely on the female side to provide that. The male
would be for discipline, skills and keeping order. | think it would be primarily be down
to the females to provide the nurturing, caring side. | have a horrible feeling that
R was on his own in his house. Not every house had a house aunty or a
house mother. Cardno was head of Gordon’s house. It may well be he was the only

house parent at his time.
Princess Margaret’s nursery

Dean Wolfe decided that he wanted to have a nursery building solely for nursery
children. It was basically unfair to have infants and babies in a building with much older
children. He managed to get the money from donations to get it built. Initially, | was in
Princess Margaret’s nursery school. It still stands. It is currently the Dowan’s Hotel.

That was where | lived as a nursery school child.

If you look at photographs of the children in the nursery they appear to be, as | was,
happy and content. They were definitely well cared for. Aberlour received fees for

individual children from placing authorities, but they were minimal. The fees were not

8




34.

35.

36.

37.

WIT.001.002.2402

enough to keep the organisation flowing. It was totally dependent on filling the gap
between the fee element and what it cost to run the establishment. A huge amount of
time was spent on keeping a positive public face because that in turn generated the

additional income needed to keep the organisation going on a day to day basis.

| can understand the view that an organisation totally reliant on donations might
produce lovely images when there is grime and dust behind the scenes. My

experience, and what you see in _ is that the

pictures of the nursery school were how it was. | was very happy in the nursery school.
I've only_of the individual children who lived at Aberlour in my time,

The resources Miss Heap and her nursery nurses managed to find, through Dean
Wolfe, were used to create the surroundings for children which made it quite a joyous
place to live. For example, Miss Heap talks about the furniture, which was specially
made for children, and the wall paintings, which were painted by hand and were

scenes from adventure stories.

Huge amounts of effort and dedication went into the nursery, so much so that when
the Dowan’s Hotel was renovated recently they discovered some of the original
paintwork on the under surface of the walls. | was given a couple of copies of the
paintwork. It is indescribably beautiful in terms of the care and the dedication that was

taken. This is an indication to me, in addition to my own personal experience, of the

level of care provided to us. This is not just the experience of-

-1'5 ilustrative of what Miss Heap and her team were dedicated to doing with
the children who were there. We came from all walks of life. Usually, we were in a very
distressed state when we arrived at the nursery in terms of our previous life

experience. Miss Heap cared for us individually. She was very interactive.

A _ was in a very poor physical state. He had been
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badly injured, deliberately, by his parents as a baby. Miss Heap and her team reared
him and cared for him in a way where they could get him physically better. He was

there at the same time as me.

38. AJP fifty years Iater_ we recognised each other. The
interesting thing about o experience is that it illustrates time in intensive care. We

39.
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41.

were all very abused and usually very, very sad. There’s a picture of me with Miss
Heap shortly after | arrived. It gives an indication that something is not quite right with
me. You can see that the work involved in transforming individual children’s lives is

enormously complex. Miss Heap and her staff really did try.

The upper age of the nursery children varied. Some children were not physically or
mentally able to go into the school system until later. | was there until between six and

seven and then | moved on to Spey House. There were others there of a similar age.

Routine at Spey House, Aberlour

Mornings and bedtime

Our day started very early. We'd be up getting washed, getting breakfast and doing
chores. We didn’t see much of what was being done to anybody still in the bedroom,
in terms of people getting cleaned up by staff after wetting the bed. | can’t recall

anything specific being done to children who wet the bed.

Doctor Caldwell spoke of staff not handling the issue of bed wetting well.® At that time,
bed wetting was dealt with by putting a child who wet the bed in a cold bath, but | never
witnessed that. | never heard of any children being humiliated with wet sheets for

wetting the bed.
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Washing/bathing

There was no restriction on bathing in Aberlour, although we were told when to go.
We didn’t bath individually. There was a big bath and two or three people would be in

the bath at the one time.
School

The school was the Aberlour Orphanage school, but essentially it was accountable to
educational authority. Aberlour Orphanage was overseen by Dean Wolfe, who was a
regular visitor to the school. The headmaster of the school was Tommy Robinson. He
was also the farmer.

Most children were schooled within Aberlour, but there were exceptions. We were
taught to read and write and were given a viable education, but that was essentially
the expectation. The gifted ones were not catered for. That was recognised by the
orphanage and they had to go elsewhere.

The gifted children went to the grammar school in the community. was
very gifted and he was seen to be gifted. The education system was simple at
Aberlour. If you stood out academically, you were basically streamed and given extra
attention by the teachers.was the first child from Aberlour who got his leaving

certificate.

I've always enjoyed school and I've always enjoyed learning. | was just so pleased to
be at school. | had a good relationship with the teachers

Visits/Inspections

| never saw a visiting children’s officer. | cannot recollect any visiting officer, apart from
when | left and Miss Talbott came to collect me. She drove me some distance in her
car, possibly all the way to my foster home. She was the Edinburgh Corporation’s
children’s officer with responsibility for children placed by Edinburgh in Aberlour. She
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There was no disincentive orchestrated by the orphanage to dissuade my mother or
any of my extended family from visiting me. Had they expressed a desire to visit me,
it may not have been welcome but it would have been accommodated. | know that

because of the way Aberlour operated when | was there.

The view at Aberlour, influenced by Canon Jupp and flowing through various wardens,
including Dean Wolfe and Reverend Leslie, was that the children came from
impoverished areas. They were “contaminated” by slum life and by the “miasma” of
those particular areas. They saw their job at Aberlour as transforming these individuals
into “more righteous individuals”, clean of those adverse influences that they came
from. Although such a perception existed, my extended family did not wish to know
me regardless of any philosophy that Aberlour Orphanage adhered to. The orphanage
did not encourage family contact, but if my family had made efforts to contact me

neither the corporation nor Aberlour would have blocked it.

There was never any conversation about where | had come from or my older siblings.
| assumed | didn’t have any siblings. It would have been disclosed on my application,
but | didn’t ask because | had no reason to. What | knew was that | was surrounded
by family. My family were the other children. That was what | knew. My life revolved
around what | knew, which was Auntyand Spey House. That was our life and
that was what we all concentrated on. We were in a special place, cut off from the
world outside. We had nothing else to compare it to. My life began at Aberlour.

In my records, in between what | cost and what had been bought for me, there were
one or two snippets of information added to my records. There were entries made by
the administrator. No information was given to the day to day carers about the
background of the children. The circumstances that led to a child entering the
orphanage would not be given to the primary carer. There was no information to
discuss with children, so the staff were not able to tailor their approach to a particular
child based on their background.

Essentially, the view of the dean and the board was that each child was a tabula rasa
when he or she arrived. It was Aberlour Orphanage’s job to imprint on this clean sheet
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of paper, this new person that they were going to be moulding, shaping, influencing
over the next ten to fifteen years. Most of the children were there for that period of
time. It was a conscious decision that the less said to the care staff about the child’s
background, the better. It was seen as best practice at the time. Aberlour Orphanage

was seen as a sort of light for others to follow.
Healthcare

If we weren’t well, Aunty would make a reference through the Dean’s office
about a boy needing medical attention. A call would be made to the doctor in Aberlour
to have the child examined. There was a small infirmary on site, as well as a nurse.
Doctors were called in from outside. Doctor Caldwell was a GP in Aberlour.

When | was around eleven years old, | was attacked by another boy in Aberlour House
and cut my hand. | don’t think the infirmary was operational when that happened. |
remember the cut was quite deep and there was blood everywhere. Whether | was
taken to the doctor or the doctor was called in, | don’t know. There’s nothing in my
records about that. | don’t know whether there were separate medical records, which
Doctor Caldwell retained. There is some medical information in my records, such as

immunisations.
Running away

| would say that running away happened infrequently. When it did happen, it certainly
rang bells right round the orphanage amongst the boys. It was talked about like other
things which the boys thought were significant. Ron Aitchison talked about running
away and telling everybody that he went to have tea with the Queen. Some children
did run away and never came back. They were never found. If that had happened to
somebody in Spey House, | would have known all about it but it was general
knowledge that this happened.

Towards the end of Aberlour, the age ranges of the children tended to alter. During

my time, when | first came to Aberlour, the bulk of the children who arrived were very
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AJF
told me:

Aunty
“There was no real guidance from management of the orphanage in terms of care of
the children. If there was a problem you could approach someone and ask them about

it, you know, but you were more or less left to get on with it and that was it.””

She told me how staff managed to deal with diverse issues without specialist help or
training. She was under the impression she wasn’t allowed to use corporal
punishment, but she wouldn’t have done so anyway. There wasn't specific guidance

or training on that.

No-one has interviewed as many former residents of Aberlour Orphanage_
_as | have. Those individuals, including members of staff such as
Doctor Caldwell and people who supplied various goods to the orphanage, are
basically the sole fountains of knowledge left, in terms of how things were done. | think
a lot of the day to day operation of the orphanage, in terms of care and discipline, are
exactly as Aunty has said. You made it up as well you could and you talked to

other staff members.

That chimes with the likes of Doctor Caldwell. He talks about some of the staff. | got
the impression he was also talking aboutwithout naming any names.
He talks about the different time period between Dean Wolfe and Reverend Leslie. He
felt that Dean Wolfe was a very good leader. In relation to discipline and the conduct

of staff, he said the following:

“The orphanage staff were not very well paid, that was my impression. And there was
one or two | felt were sort of ne’er do wells which | wouldn’t name, but | have no
evidence whatsoever of any suspicious events and | was very close to the police and

would have been aware.”®

18







81.

82.

83.

84.

85.

WIT.001.002.2413

Deaths of children

One day, we were all visiting one of our favourite play areas, Linn Falls. None of us
could swim. At that time, there was no swimming pool in Aberlour, or it may just have
been built. The expectation would have been that we didn’'t go anywhere near the rock
face. There were thirty young boys there with one adult in charge.

It was a beautiful day. | can see it now. Several boys deviated from the pathway and
got onto the cliff. One of the children was climbing up the cliff side overlooking the
waterfall. It wasn’t very high to an adult, but it was very high to a child. Unfortunately,
he slipped and bumped his head against the rocks on the way down before hitting the
lower waterfall. He became trapped under the water. Upon hearing the screams of the
children, Auntytried to go into the water to get to where she thought the boy
was. She couldn’t swim either. She would have drowned had she not been hauled out

by one of the larger boys there.

It was tragic. All the boys of Spey House were there, so we were all party to it. | didn’t
see him fall, but | saw his clothes floating up to the surface. | saw Aunty [l try to
rescue him and being pulled out of the water by the older boy. Divers had to go in take
the boy who died out. He was well under the water.

The boy who died was a loved boy. There was something about him. All children are
innocent and fun to be with. He had a certain excitement and innocence. He drew you
to him. He had siblings at Aberlour, although | think they may have been older because
I don't think they were at Spey House. He was much loved by everybody at Spey
House. His death had a major impact amongst the boys of Spey House, which has
never left us. There is nobody who was at Spey House during my time who would talk
of their time at Aberlour without mentioning this boy.

| interviewed Doctor Caldwell [ il He said that accidents were a big problem
and that every other year a child would drown in the Spey or the Linn Falls. | wasn’t

present when any other deaths occurred, but | was aware of them. That was why |

20
















100.

101.

102.

103.

WIT.001.002.2418

Following [ G (2o to the aging former residents of

Aberlour, | am profoundly appreciative of those members of staff who really put

themselves out. was a weakly child. He had been bullied. was

seen as a bit of a saviour. | used the phrase grooming when | spoke to ||| Gz

e

Reporting of abuse at Aberlour
By children

Although a lot of our activities centred around Spey House, we went to school and
church with other houses so we met other boys. Periodically, we'd be at various socials
with other boys from other houses so we talked to each other about things. The only
contact with girls would be in class, when you might be sitting together, and in church.
We weren’t allowed to speak in church. There would be staff making sure there was
minimal contact between boys and girls. It was rigidly segregated. | don’t think any of
the boys would know what on earth was happening in one of the girls’ wings and
likewise the girls wouldn’t know what was happening to the boys.

There was nothing out of bounds in the course of boys’ conversations. We talked to
each other as peers. Certain boys seemed to have a close relationship with certain
members of staff. During my time at Aberlour, there was no doubt that amongst the
boys living at Aberlour, it would have been general knowledge who was having a
sexual relationship with whom. In my interviews with some individuals who were
resident at Aberlour, | keep on asking myself why nothing was done about it when it

was so self-evident. It wasn't hidden. It was quite obvious.

“always had a parade of boys going to his room in the evening. Staff
lived in the same house as the boys. Boys would wake up and see what was going

on. They were young and they wouldn’'t say anything in case they got into trouble.
They would try and keep their eyes shut and pretend they didn’t see anything. It wasn’t
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Mk | don’t think it would have come to

If it wasn’t for the stance taken by Aunty
light. | don’t know why there was an apparent reluctance to pursue the matter in the
way Aunty wanted. My own view is that she wanted particular action, such as
immediate removal, and somehow this was not being listened to or acted upon until

the ultimatum was given.

The core staffing at Aberlour, including the head office, was very small. There was one
main carer, an aunt or an uncle, maybe with one junior assistant helping out at
mealtimes or going on an outing or whatever. Therefore, it would be unusual if the
core staff did not know each other or about each other quite well. They may not have
liked each other or interacted with each other, but they certainly knew of each other.
Staff members would most definitely know about other staff members through the
rumour mill or what they heard from the boys. It would be very easy for staff to hear
what was happening in someone else’s house. Whether they paid much attention to it

or not is another matter.

It's important to differentiate between the time of Dean Wolfe and the time of Reverend
Leslie. There was a marked difference in how the orphanage was run. Under
Reverend Leslie, the orphanage was being prepared for abolition, its destruction,
selling and moving the kids on to small homes. That was the priority. The idea of public
profile was still significant but it was not important as far as continued funding. There

was less of an imperative to watch the public profile.

Each warden left their individual mark on the orphanage. This is quite important in
terms of the history of Aberlour. It wasn't really addressed by Miss Abrams in her
wonderful book, The Orphan Country. It's something that really needs to be noted. If
you go through the life and works of each of the wardens, you'll see this come to light.
The two wardens in my time were Dean Wolfe and the Reverend Leslie, the last
warden of Aberlour Orphanage. | was suggesting that each left a very different mark
on the orphanage. That mark may well have influenced decisions, such as whether
individuals were referred to the police on account of alleged misdemeanours with

children at the orphanage.
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When Reverend Leslie was confronted with the news about possible allegations of
sexual abuse in Spey House, his response was not what Auntyexpected to
hear. | was asked whether there might be a reason for that reluctance, such as the
reputation of the orphanage or looking for alternative ways of easing the situation
without public damage. | would suggest that the two wardens I've spoken about would
have handled it in a different way. | think Reverend Leslie’s reason for disagreeing
with whatever Aunty was saying was not due to the public profile of the
orphanage. Although that may have been a factor, the orphanage was already

scheduled to be closed. Therefore, continuing support of donors was not a priority.

In Dean Wolfe's time, apart from the basic nurture and care of children at the
orphanage and getting individuals to come to the orphanage from referral agencies,
his primary concern was public profile and the donations which depended on that
profile. | would suggest that if Dean Wolfe had been confronted with allegations of
sexual or physical assault on children, the primary response would have been to have

the alleged offender quietly removed from the orphanage.

There was no prospect of Aberlour Orphanage closing during Dean Wolfe’s time. It
was his life’s work. He felt the orphanage was doing a very positive job. Right up until
his retirement, a major issue for Dean Wolfe in light of possible negative comment,

would be the impact that might have in terms of potential donors and reputation.

| think that is a view that would be supported by a significant number of former child
residents who have kept in touch with Aberlour Orphanage since leaving and certainly
from my interviews with 23 of them. When it was reasonably clear that something was
not quite right with a member of staff, based on _ta[king to
people that know rather than my knowledge as an eleven year old, what would have
happened and did happen is that there would be a quiet exodus of the individual. The
primary idea would obviously be to stop the damage immediately and to quietly
remove the instigator of the damage. Public profile and donor contributions were
central to the successful operation of the orphanage. It was a factor continuously in

Dean Wolfe’s mind.
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Dean Wolfe got involved in a lot of fights with individuals who would decry the
orphanage. But in terms of children coming first, in my view he would most definitely
have bowed to Aunty He would have got rid of the problem quietly. Aunty
wanted the house father out of the house. She didn’t necessarily want the police to be
brought in. | don’t think Aunty would disagree with my view of how Dean Wolfe
would have handled it. | would be surprised if there were a significant number of cases
of child abuse at Aberlour in which the police were involved during Dean Wolfe's time.

Custom and practice would have been the quiet exodus of staff.

Leaving Aberlour

My records indicate that moving me at the age of eleven was against the wishes of
Aberlour Orphanage. There was no information given in advance as to when a child
was going to leave and it was very abrupt. For example, Auntywould be given
a phone call or note, saying that the child needed to have their things ready as they
were leaving the next day. She was given literally hours' notice. She was very upset
about that.

My records noted exchanges between Aberlour and the local authority. One of the
exchanges in my records relates to the abrupt and unacceptably short notice given to
Aberlour by the referral agency about my departure to my foster family. It's quite
strongly worded. My records don’t shed any light on why the decision was taken by
the placing authority to remove me from Aberlour. Aunty [Silll] was just told that | was

leaving.

Auntywas not involved in my exit, apart from preparing my clothes the day
before | left. She would have gone to room nineteen to get me a suitcase. It had some
clothes in it. | didn't spend any of my pocket money in Aberlour. | used to change my
pocket money into pennies and put them in my piggy bank. The only thing | had in
addition to my clothes was my piggy bank and maybe a face flannel.
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the person the letter was addressed to. said that after he left, he tried to
contact a friend at the orphanage. The letter was answered by the warden and the
letter was not given to his friend."® It stuck in his craw. That was his family. | don’t think
he ever got back in touch with the person he tried to write to. | think it was the same
individual who had saved his life by rescuing him from the Falls when he fell in.
Differing tenures tended to result in differing ways of relating not only to donors but

also to the child who had been in your care.

AJSIAJT
e anct e A

Miss Talbot took me and my suitcase to Loanhead. | arrived at Loanhead and was met
by two rather elderly individuals, Mr and Mrs They may have been
younger in body than they looked. The foster mother was fairly stout. She had arthritis
and she found it hard to move around. When | was in my fifth and sixth year there, she

ended up sitting by the window, hardly moving all day, looking out of the window.

The house was a council house in a terrace split into upper and lower apartments.

Virtually everybody in _was living off the state. It was that sort of

neighbourhood. There were other relatives living nearby. Mrs daughter,
I 'ived with her husband and two children, who were younger than me. They were

regular visitors. They had an indication as to what was happening within the foster

home. Mr and Mrs had a son,-who lived quite distance away with

his wife. He was in the army. He came to visit periodically for a couple of days. They
also had a son, - who was younger than- He lived about three doors up

from our house.

There was also an adopted black boy, whose name was ||| | | QNN He was a
month or two older than me. He was big and very strong and sporty. He was very
sociable outside the house. He was absolutely adored by Mr and Mrs
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He was absolutely wonderful. Being at Sunday school brought back to me some of the
feeling that | had at Aberlour.

Family contact

169. My family were quite shameless about the fact that they had no contact with me. There
was no expression of regret later on in life. When | was in the foster home, my elder
sister, -, wanted to see me. She was living with one of the aunts and she
wasn’t too far away. | was about twelve or thirteen. She was about a year older than
me. Somehow, a visit did take place between my sister and myself when | was twelve

or thirteen.

160. |looked forward to the visit and enjoyed it. | had somebody | could call family. We went
out somewhere. My sister seemed to enjoy the visit. My aunt complained to the social
work department. According to my records, my aunt complained because people
would think that | fllrad a black boyfriend. As a result, she didn’t want any more
contact. | had minimal contact with my social worker, but it's noted in my records that
I was very upset about it and was asking when | would be able to see-

161. | heard about my eldest sister,- through- | didn’t know about her before

[
Visits/inspections

162. In the period before | left the foster home, there was very little contact with a social
worker. | don't even know who my social worker was. The only time | ever saw
chocolate biscuits was when visitors came. It was quite a large family and relatives
used to visit. There was one relative in particular who used to visit from England. The
used to make a fuss of him and there’d be chocolate biscuits and cakes.

| never saw such treats unless somebody “special’ was visiting.

163. One such special visitor was the social worker. One discussion sticks out in my mind.
| knew somebody special was visiting because | saw the biscuits. | wasn’t told who
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was coming. | remember on this occasion the social worker was sitting in the living
room. She was having a chat with me in front of the foster mother. The foster father
was never really involved. He was in his bed. She was asking me how things were
going. | never discussed school with the social worker. | wasn’t going to say it was hell
in front of the foster mother. There may have been one or two complaints from the
foster mother. It was all very sort of standard stuff, “Thank you, It's good to see
you're doing well.” That was it. It was very brief.

It did have an impact on me. | was beginning to think it would be nice to work with
people. | said to myself that I'd do a damn sight better job than this social worker. It
gave me a very strong feeling that this person was supposed to be looking after me,

nurturing me and she had no idea what was happening.

I remember another visit from a different social worker. It was after my aunt had
complained to the social work department about my sister’s visit. The social worker
talked to me about it. When she came to visit, | asked when | was going to see my
sister. | had enjoyed the visit. | was told words to the effect that | wasn’t. There was no
explanation as to why. It was all very matter of fact. It's noted in my social work records

that | was upset or distressed, so | must have showed my emotion at that point.

There was no difference in the way my case was handled in the course of my time in
foster care. My records don’t change either. It was all very minimal. The feeling that
came across to me is that it appeared to the social workers that things were okay. |
wasn't causing any problems, | wasn't fighting and | was doing reasonably well at
school. My school records were passed directly by the school straight to the social
workers, so the social workers knew that | was doing okay. Although the foster parents
weren’t happy with me and | was there under duress, they couldn’t find any reason to
fault me and complain to the social work. Basically, it was a success as far as they

were concerned.

The social work department was happy to let the arrangement continue. | was causing
no grief in the foster home. The foster parents complained about me using too much

electricity, so | used candles for years. They complained | used too much hot water for
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use complaining or talking to the social worker because | couldn’t go back. In terms of
placements, it was better the devil you knew. | didn’t want to create a ruckus and then
get moved somewhere even worse. | wasn't prepared to take the risk because | was

damaged enough.

Eventually, and it took several years in the foster home, | began to work towards

getting out. | made a decision to make the best of what | had. School became

increasingly more important than trying to invest time and energy into trying to make
. . 3 4 AJSIAJT

the family respond in a loving and nurturing way towards me. Mr and Mrs -

never struck me, but they made life very difficult for me.

| was trying to study. There was somebody dying in my bedroom, spitting all the time.
| had a foster mother who was not wildly disposed towards me. Her daughter, || il
sensed that things were not quite working but there was nothing she could do. |
remember talking to her about this at one stage and she said words to the effect that
there was nothing she could do because | wasn'’t living in her house. She didn’'t want
to interfere. The foster mother was a matriarch. She ran the household because the

foster father was out of it most of the time.

The foster parents indicated their displeasure that my path might be different from
I ! oot a complaint from the foster mother that | was using too much electricity. |
studied at the kitchen table. | was trying to do the best | could. | was doing reasonably
well, but | worked really hard. She came in one day and shut the lights out. | started to
use candles. She couldn’t complain about that because | was buying them. | remember

my school books were spattered with candle wax.

| was directly threatening to thebecause | was challenging their way of
life. They hadn’t been to university and were living in fairly poor circumstances. They
were saying to me, and it came out in a number of comments during exchanges, “You
think you're better than us because you're studying.” My interests were seen as
directly threatening and somehow critical of them. My presence was increasingly seen

as an indictment of what they had achieved and who they were.
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No matter what | did, and | can see myself trying very hard to allay these suspicions
at times, they found me threatening. | never, ever boasted. | didn’t tell my parents how
well | was doing at school. They never asked anyway. | knew that whatever | said,
they'd find it threatening in some way. They would think | was trying to put them down.
That never happened. They came to that themselves and made it clear in their day to

day interaction with me.
Death

Other than the boy who died at Linn Falls, my first experience of death was when |
was at Loanhead primary school. One of my peers was playing in a building site. He
found a bulldozer on the site. He went in and started the engine. He took off and it

crashed. He was very seriously injured and he later died.

My foster father died when | was in my last year at school. | was just about to go to
university. He had given up several years before. We barely spoke during my entire
time in the foster home. That was just the way he was. My foster father was lying in
state in an open coffin in the living room. | had never touched a dead person. He was

clammy and grey and looked very different to when he was alive.

We went to the graveyard and a handle of individuals turned up. It was a very important
moment in my life. | was coming up for eighteen and | was saying to myself, “Is this
what you get when you die?” | honestly expected things to shut and crowds to come
out and say goodbye. | was taught a very valuable lesson by my foster father’'s death
and his funeral. | still pay Mr and Mrs my respects and visit the graveyard

at Loanhead.
Running away

There were a couple of occasions when | did decide to run off. That was never a
possibility at Aberlour. It never crossed my mind there. Mr and Mrs [t SN
- used to visit periodically. There was no real relationship between him and me.
It was very infrequent contact.- must have been informed by the foster mother
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that | wasn't easy to look after. | was in the kitchen and -came in and tried to be
the dutiful son. He had limited social skills. He was fairly typical of that period, a very
army, sergeant major type. He said | was upsetting his mother. He was going on and
on and on. | had a pan in my hand. There was nothing in it. | threw it down and decided
to leave the house.

Thewere very startled. They'd never seen me angry. I'd already worked
out the consequences of getting angry and not to go there, but on that occasion | just
blew it. | just felt I'd had enough. | took off. | left the house just with the clothes | was

wearing and disappeared. | disappeared on my way to the Pentland Hills. | knew the
would be trying to come after me. | kept on walking.

Several hours later, | realised they'd follow me. | thought | recognised-profile.
He hadn’t seen me yet, so | hid under a hedge. It was- Eventually, | made
myself clear in his sight and | was basically dragged back to the foster home. They
wanted an explanation. With myself, | was extremely clear. | felt that | was in the right,
so | didn’t need to explain myself. What was done was done. It wasn’t going to have
any impact or change the way they related to me. | decided | wasn't going to bother.
Eventually, | ended up in bed and tried to get some sleep. In the morning, | was back

at school.

There was no discussion with them about why I'd ran away. We had no relationship
at all. | was there under duress on their part. | was a source of income. In their minds,
there’'d be no need for any discussion. | think-understood what had caused the
upset and was surprised it hadn’t happened before.

Abuse at the et

| can’t recall ever being struck in the foster home. | do remembering being in the room
that | shared with the foster father. On this occasion, the foster father would have been
sleeping. | remember being in bed one day when | was fourteen or fifteen. I've always

been a light sleeper. | felt a hand on my privates. | think it happened late at night. |
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suddenly got up. | wondered what it was. My foster mother was beside the bed with
her hand under the covers. | didn’t complain. | think | asked what was wrong with the
bed or whether she was tidying up the bed clothes. It wasn’t accidental contact. Her

hand was underneath my pyjamas, directly on my penis.

There was clearly an element of sexuality there. That's the only occasion | can recall
that happening. At the time, | was just surprised. | didn’t see it as sexual. It was only
after years and years of social work and hearing various stories that | realised it wasn't
right. | never spoke to the foster mother about it. | never told a social worker. | looked
back and saw it in a different light.

Leaving foster care

In my final year at school, | was accepted for university and for halls of residence. |
was so pleased | got the grades necessary for entry to a new chapter in my life. | was
in -in the Pollok Halls of Residence. | stayed in halls of residence all year
round throughout my time at university. | never stayed in Loanhead overnight again.

Between the ages of 18 and 21, there was always something which was called
subvention. Legally, | may have hit the age where Edinburgh Corporation was no
longer involved. | didn't have a social worker from the age of eighteen or any visits.
From my extensive archive, it is interesting to discover one or two notes that were sent
to me at various points. It was a partial allowance from the Edinburgh Corporation to
help keep my body and soul together. | was at the University of Edinburgh at the time.
They held a continuing financial responsibility for me. They gave me a regular sum,
either every quarter or every six weeks. They sent it to me to assist in my well-being.
It was like a continuing “care allowance”. | wasn't in care, but it was part of their

responsibility until such time as | had finished what | was doing.

One of the individuals who [ interviewed -was Al He was quite
an academic at Aberlour. He stayed there right up until his late teens. He was also
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the top actually. | now have my own business in life-coaching in Canada. | continue to

do doctoral work.

Professional observations on social work practice and placing children

SN idin't know.

She wasn't even there when | left. Aberlour wouldn’t ask the question. They were

Nobody asked me how | felt about moving to the foster home. Aunty

receiving a fee. They had been told by the placing agency. They had no authority to
question the decision. | was really quite surprised to see the note in my records about
Aberlour’s concern. Ultimately, the decision was made. If somebody had sat down with
me and asked what | wanted, there’s no doubt that | would have said | wanted to stay
at Aberlour. | would have said that had the question been asked.

In my professional experience, if a child stated at a conference that he didn’t want to
be moved from a residential setting into foster care, if the conference is one which has
the best interests of the child and puts the child at the core of decision making, you
would listen very carefully to what the child is saying and secondly, explore gently the
child’s meaning in terms of the decision. You would ask what it is about the residential
setting that makes him want to stay. You're not questioning or coming across in an
inquisitorial way. You're trying to explore the meaning the child has about wishing to
stay where he is. You wouldn’t do that with a whole lot of people sitting around, gaping.
Once you've explored that, you'd go back to the team. It's a collective team decision.
The team would then have to decide whether in the light of their decision, they can

seek to accommodate the child’s wishes.

I've seen in practice situations where a child is wedded to a particular setting, for one
reason or another. That setting may not be seen as being as helpful to the child,
according to the professionals working with that child. It's about exploring with the child
what's causing this weddedness and then working out if it's damaging in any way how
that could be managed in a way that alleviates the feelings of concerns amongst

professional.
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I never had a childhood. That agedness was brought home to my children when | was
rearing them. When my children were in their early years and in their teenage years,
they actually taught me what it was like to be young. They showed me what children
do, what they get pleasure from and it was really insightful. | remember taking them
to France with my wife. We went up the Eiffel Tower. My kids, being kids, wanted to
run up and run down the steps. | was this sort of safe, sensible adult, but of course |
joined them and ran up and ran down. | felt wonderfully excited, | felt childlike and we

enjoyed it so much we did it again.

That is an example of as an adult male, a family man, with children,
discovering what it is like from his children to be young, because | was never young
before. That developed into lovely holidays where we had fun altogether and |
discovered more and more what it is like to be youthful. | never was that as a child and
the parental agency is culpable for that tragic loss. | recovered it and | have great fun
with my grandchildren, all six of them. They are very young, all under seven and so it
is exciting. But when | am with my grandchildren and also with my own children,
Aberlour is never far away. | am drawn back to my chronological childhood and my
chronological youth and there was no youth there, | was always old. | don’t criticise
that and | am not pining for it or crying at night because of it, but it is a fact. It has made

me very successful and that is why I've reach the top.

After several years in the foster home, | decided that | wanted to get out on my own
terms and that was through education. Everybody on my street was either on benefits
or working in the mine. That became fairly clear to me over the first couple of years in
Loanhead. | did not want to go anywhere near the mine. | had my foster father's
spittoon, the spitting and somebody dying in bed over a lengthy period of time to
remind me. And so | said to myself that it wasn’t for me. Therefore, school became
even more of a priority. It was an exit for me. It was an opportunity for me to try and

get the grades that | needed to ease my way out of the foster home.

My own experience of social work service as somebody in care was simply appalling.
That did have an impact on me. It prompted me in the direction of social work as a
career. | felt that | could do a much better job, drawing upon my experiences.
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Final thoughts on Aberlour Orphange
Observations on former residents of Aberlour

There has been, amongst the former residents of Aberlour, an attempt to set up some
sort of social media circuit where we can make it more formal as opposed to individuals
doing their own thing. An example of this was - who was a former resident,
and _ who was her husband. They tried to set up a circuit whereby
individual former residents could contact them and send them whatever information
they had about their stay at Aberlour. They pulled together hundreds of photographs
relating to the children, youth, buildings and surrounding countryside of Aberlour
Orphanage. They organised these into a publication of booklets before circulating
them amongst individuals. They kept that going for a period of time, but regrettably

publication ceased a number of years ago.

To my knowledge, the only website currently operating designed for former child
residents of Aberlour Orphanage is of very recent origin, titled 'ex Aberlour
Orphanage', set up by a former child resident of the Orphanage, It is
on Facebook. | am a member of this website. It's about a page of text from former
residents of Aberlour talking about their experience or possibly sharing a photograph.
In the last couple of weeks, there was a post asking if anybody could remember the
names of the individual large houses around the village green. There was some
confusion about what the names were and then it was sorted out. That is essentially
how it's been done, primarily by individuals with one or two attempts to make it a little
bit more “systematic”.

In addition, there is occasionally direct contact between former child residents of
Aberlour Orphanage and Aberlour Child Care Trust, primarily facilitated through Anne
Black. There is also direct contact between some of us as former child residents with
others in our circles of friends and family. | have an extensive network due to decades
of research on Aberlour Orphanage and of those of us who lived and worked there.
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In my talking with Ann Black and staff members of Aberlour Childcare Trust, which is
the successor body to Aberlour Orphanage, | think it was felt by the organisation that
it wasn’t within their purview to create an official vehicle for former residents of Aberlour
to make contact and find out something about themselves. That completely surprised
me so | said to myself that before | died | would make sure that | had something on
record, shared by as many former residents that | could make contact with, so that our

experiences weren't lost.

An example of why that is so important is He was knocking on his late
eighties when he died a couple of years ago. He was a very successful man. After his
experience at Aberlour, he became a journalist. He then started a law degree in his
thirties. He became a top circuit lawyer and public prosecutor in Australia. He and |
met in Australia when | was doing research. He said to me that Aberlour was his life
and it made him the success that he was, with the support that he got.

v told me that when he died, he was going to be cremated and his ashes
would be placed in St. Margaret's Church. So said, he died and his ashes are in St.
Margaret's Church. We don'’t do things like that without a reason. What he was saying
to me and what he was saying by his ashes being in St. Margaret's graveyard was,
“Aberlour was so important to me, as was this church, that | want my ashes to rest
there on my death. My ashes are going to be partly in the graveyard at St. Margaret’s

and partly thrown into the River Spey by my three children.” It was in his will.

This was the significance of place and of Aberlour. These individuals are aging. The
youngest would be about my age. There's not much time to get these stories out..
I | intcrviewed a number of former residents,
some who were there at the same time as me, and other people who had connections
to the Orphanage. | selected some of those interviewed ||| GGG
_ The interviews are all recorded and | still
have them archived. | R
]
L —

_That’s what they told me in 2012 when | interviewed them.
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and so | am talking from profound experience. You've got to have time for that. | look
at my family members who are social workers and doing lots of excellent work and |

think, “Where is the time?” They have got no time.

| have no abjection to my witness statement being published as part of the evidence
to the Inquiry. | believe the facts stated in this witness statement are true.
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