Scottish Child Abuse Inquiry

Witness Statement of

EXG

Support person present: No

N =X . :
My name |s My surname when | was a child was G ! was baptised

S ' didn't get my birth certificate until | was eighteen and my middle name
isn't actually on my birth certificate. My date of birth is [JJj 1965. My contact details

are known to the Inquiry.

Life before care

My mum’s name was [IEllllland my dad’s name was [N ' vas

the youngest of eleven children. The oldest is [l then there’s I |} I

I B A - then me. Six of us were still staying at

home when my mum died of cancer. She died in the when | was seven years

old. My dad left after my mum died so my elder sister,- tried to keep us all together.
At that time | was at St. Columba'’s Primary School in Viewpark, North Lanarkshire. |
liked school, but | used to follow my older brother,-We were wee buggers and
we'd skip school. We would ask my big sister for money. She’d just got married to

_ She was sixteen and she couldn’t really cope.

When we were initially staying with [[Jfj we had two double beds. N R
--and | were in the one room. There was social work involvement at that
time because they bought us bunk beds. There were five of us and they bought two
sets of bunk beds. | never had a bed. [l was too stinky, Jjhit me, Il and |

fought so | slept in with [ || | |} B]JJ Bl anc ! were just weans. The three of us

could be bad to each other, but we still played and went out and about on adventures.
[l vas the leader because he was the oldest. He was about two or three years older

than me.






10.

| think my brother was at her door to try and get back in the house. Meanwhile, the
teacher kept me behind after school to help with a frieze. | thought | saw my brother
go by the school. My two pals went away and came back. They told me that- was
banging the door, trying to get into the house. Somebody came to the school for me.
It was like emergency foster care. They gave me my dinner. | stayed there until it was
dark and then | went back to my sister-in-law’s. | can’t remember if | was told what was

happening.

| think it was the next day or the day after that | went into a home. It wasn’t long
afterwards anyway. My sister—in-law,- told me that she had split up with my
brother. Social services had decided that there was a risk to me in case[jjjljused me
to get back into the house. Because of that, | was being put into a home. | remember
being really upset when |Jjjjjjtold me. I think | was in shock.

Smyllum, Lanark

| was nine or ten years old when | went into Smyllum. It was ran by nuns. They were
all dressed in black and wore habits. There was a big driveway leading up to Smyllum.
It was out in the country and it had grounds and lots of trees. There was a swing park
round the back. When you went in the front door, there were stairs. When you went
up the stairs, you got into my unit or house. We weren'’t really allowed to use the front
door so we would use the back door. There was another building at the side that was
a different home. It was part of Smyllum, but there were different children in there.

I know that there were three houses. There were different Sisters in charge of the
different houses. | don’t know who was in overall charge. There were other nuns there
as well. There were older nuns, but we didn’t see them. They had their own area. |
could see them having their meals from my bed. Because | have sisters called ||}
and [ | get mixed up about the name of the Sister in charge of my house. |
don’t know whether it was Sister Sisteror Sister.
Sister had a room on our floor and she stayed there all the time. She was always

floating about.



11.

12.

13.

There were staff in my house as well as the Sister. One of them was called RN
She lived in the village, just next to Smyllum. | remember her putting her coat on to go
home at night, so she didn’t stay over. There was an Irish staff member who may have
been called She stayed over, but I'm not sure whether that was just at the
weekends. | once walked in on her with a face mask on and she was lying on her bed.
There were staff who stayed over and staff who didn’t. The staff helped do the dinners
and lunches. They did the cooking and the washing and made sure we were all ready
for school, that kind of thing.

There were about twenty children in my group. | think my group might have been called
Ogilvie, but I'm not sure. The bedrooms on my floor were given colours. The green
room had three children in it. There were twins in that room, | and [N
They were younger than me and they weren't at school yet. They stood out to me
because they reminded me of my brother’s twin girls. One was dark-haired and one
was blonde-haired, just like my brother's girls. There was another girl in that room,
whose little sister, JJJJJJJ;fwas in my room. 1 didn't think she was looking after those
twins well enough and | wanted to look after them. | was missing my wee sisters, my

brother’s twins.

There was a blue room, which had about two or three beds in it. There were also about
two boys’ rooms, but | wasn't allowed in there. | was in the lilac room. The other
children in my group were [l an I ho were sisters. They were at Our
Lady’s High School in Motherwe!l. | lllwas about fourteen and | was the
eldest, about fifteen, sixteen. There was another girl called _ who was also a
bit older than me. | remember she had shingles when | was there because she had to
put powder on it. There was another girl who was older than me, but | didn’t have
anything to do with her at all. There was a wee dark-haired girl of about four, but |
didn’t have a lot of contact with her either.
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52.

53.

54.

We would come home for lunch because the school was on the grounds. Once, we
had Eve’s pudding and | asked for more. The staff said, “Oh, we've found something
Iikes." They made a fool of me. | thought they were going to give me it to see
how much they could give me before | vomited again, that’s what it felt like. | wasn't a
fussy eater, I'd just never eaten rice unless it was rice pudding. I'd never tasted a curry
or anything like that. The smell will never leave me. Never.

Physical abuse

Things happened during the night. Boys on my floor got battered in the wash room.
-was definitely one of them. Jlimight have been battered as well, but I'm not
sure who the other one was. | could hear them being hit with something because you
could hear it swishing. It was echoing. | heard them screaming, “Please, Sister. Stop,
Sister. I'm sorry, Sister.” | would sit on my bed, holding my blankets. | was terrified. |
knew it was -s voice. That happened three or four times in the six months that |
was there. [JJjwas battered at least twice in that time by the Sister. | don’t know
what he was being hit with. -was older than me, maybe ten or eleven. | still don’t
know what any wean could do to deserve that. | don’t know who the other boy was

because all | could hear was the voice and we didn’t have much to do with the boys.

| think one of the times it happened was at the weekend and | just happened to be
there. I'm sure the Irish member of staff was there because her room was right next to

my dormitory.

In the morning, we just got up. There was no sound. | can't remember any sound.
Getting washed and brushing our teeth, nobody was talking. Everything was just so
quiet, even on the way to school.-was there, but nobody opened their mouths.
We didn't want to let on that we knew, but we all knew. There was no way you could
avoid hearing it. Nobody said anything, just head down and get up to school. That was
the way we went, head down, go to school and take whatever was coming. We were
too scared to open our mouths in case we’'d be next. We couldn’t say anything to
anybody. We were like wee soldiers. | never saw any marks on the boys because we
all kept our heads down. I'll never forget it. I'll never forget those boys’ screams.
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every morning. | tell them that | love them whenever they go out the door. There was
no love when | was in care. | was in care but there was no care, nothing. You were put
there and fed and clothed but that was it. You were left to wander about on your own.
You were still lonely in your head. You got used to it. Children in care need to have
love shown to them. They need to be totally protected from all abuse, every shape and

every form of it.

| have no objection to my witness statement being published as part of the evidence
to the Inquiry. | believe the facts stated in this withess statement are true.

Signed...
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