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B 2 the housemistress in College West. She was a member of the pastoral
body and had no academic duties. Her role was to care for the students in College
West and to monitor their academic progress. She was in regular communication with
the teaching staff.

College West consisted of students in the senior school. | don’t recall how many girls
were in College West but | don’t believe that it was a large number. | don’t think that
boarders and day pupils were dealt with any differently from one another.

Abuse at Fettes

Things started to deteriorate from the very beginning. Fettes holds itself to a high
academic standard within the context of secondary school education. | believe that |
was admitted due to my academic prowess which | had exhibited by obtaining 16 ‘A’
grades in my Standard Grade and Intermediate 2 exams — the Scottish equivalent of
GCSEs.

The Fettes system is a well-oiled machine which was new to me. The fact that |
struggled to acclimatise to their system for whatever reasons, but | think primarily due
to my personal disposition, caused the staff and students to rapidly develop a number
of negative assumptions about me which led to quite a damaging experience for me
at the school.

| believe that | did not conduct myself in the way in which they would have liked: |
committed small errors, which they obviously deemed rather significant, here and
there at first. | wouldn’t always complete my homework and sometimes, when |
completed my work, it was a bit sloppy. | would also arrive late to class on occasions.
These were the small defects in the way that | carried myself which certainly needed
to be rectified.

However, their response to these blunders committed by a new student was very
intense and rather disproportionate to my actions, almost as if they interpreted my
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case of overt racism and the fact that the other students accommodated his behaviour
was rather strange. It signified a collective bias held by many students._
was an ostensibly well-liked student who boarded at the school.

One weekend a student hosted a party, possibly at his home. | would rather not name
him since | consider him to be a sound person of good character, as such | don’t want
his name to be involved in this Inquiry. The students were there drinking. A female
student in my year group, whom we all considered to be black, was also at the party.
During the event,_started kissing a bust. This girl asked him, “Why are
you kissing an inanimate object?” to which he replied, “You're an inanimate object,
nigger”. Having spoken to her recently, I've now become aware that she doesn’t
consider herself to be black.

Staff

I've always been passionate about [Jilj 'n every educational institution which |
have attended — excluding Fettes — my _teachers and professors had
a very favourable opinion of my capacity in the subject. It was different in Fettes where
a lot of the staff held many biases, many preconceived notions, towards me. |
remember, as part of the IB (International Baccalaureate), we had to complete an

I | decided to write || o2rer and ! asked my [

teacher, Mr Gl to supervise me for this endeavour.

When | approached him with a number of ideas which had in mind, and a pile of books,
he expressed surprise that | read a lot. This surprised me as he had no reason to
assume | was not well read, un-educated or ill-informed. On another occasion, every
student in the class had to read from a paragraph from a particular-which we
were studying at the time. One white male student read out a passage which happened
to contain the word “nigger”.

If that word is used as a part of a literary work, | don’t necessarily have a problem with

it, but the teacher immediately looked at me and stared at me for several seconds,
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which caused some of the other students to look at me as well. It was clear that he
quite strongly associated me with the N-word and | felt very awkward. That felt strange
as | had been in other academic settings in which that word had been used as part of
the educational material, but neither the teachers or students had dared look at me
after the word had been uttered.

The staff also seemed to have a problem with my academic ambition. They considered
me to be too ambitious. My housemistresses had spoken with my teachers about the
particular universities to which | intended to apply. These happened to be respectable
and reputable British universities. My English teacher sat me down and spoke with me
about this fact. He said, “I don’t think you're quite at that level” and asked me if any
members of my family had coerced me to apply to such reputable institutions.

On another occasion, my male [Jjfjteacher, M-Sl was explaining the function

of the_ to us. He then turned to me and said rather

bluntly, “that’'s why you look the way you do”. This was quite unnecessary.

Another time, during a class about [ l} ! asked how many | here
were on average in the |l He riciculed the question. |l was in the

class and this teacher allowed-to ridicule me after he did so himself. Instead of
dissuading -from ridiculing me, the teacher was actively encouraging it.

On another occasion, this teacher asked the class a question and chose me to answer
it. However, every time | began to respond,-would begin to emit animal noises.
After my third attempt to answer the question, | decided to remain silent.-then
laughed and this teacher remained silent, failing address the matter.

There was also an Art teacher who had said during my absence that | was deluded
with regard to my academic ambitions. | became aware of this incident as one of the
students who had been present at the time relayed it to me.

My I teacher, was an extremely biased woman. Once my

performance began to ameliorate, more specifically after | had performed well in two
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oral examinations, she announced to the entire class, “If Saffy can achieve this grade
any of you can. We didn’t think Saffy was capable of this grade when she started at
the school”. She then said, “Sorry, Saffy”, which told me that she was quite aware of
the inappropriate nature of her comment. Throughout my two years, she continued to
predicted me a low final grade, barely a pass grade, despite my promising scores in
various examinations. When | asked her why she did so, she replied, “The oral tests
are only 5% of your final grade”.

It was clear that she was deliberately electing to take a negative approach towards me
instead of perceiving my grades as a promising indication of my capacity. | asked her
why she had predicted me a low effort score — effort scores are awarded as well as
academic scores — since | had clearly made an effort to achieve such grades. She
replied, “It doesn’'t quite make sense to give a student a low academic grade and a
high effort grade. It has to be uniform”. She had obviously already engineered the
situation against me by giving me low academic grade, despite my strong oral

examination grades.

| had good reason to suspect that her own biases led her to grade my mock
examinations harshly. | believe that she afforded me lower grades than a non-biased
teacher would have when presented with my papers. | know this because | presented
one of my mock examination papers to an external examiner for whose services | paid
a fee and with whom | was not personally familiar. The grade which this external

examiner awarded me was higher than the grade had given me.
The comments which he made on my papers were also significantly less negative

comments. One could say that this might have been coincidental,
but | would disagree.

| find it strange that would fervently berate me in her classes for
exhibiting a poor capacity to acquire [ Bi] when | subsequently attended

university in [l where 1 studied |l an¢ completed academic modules
in [l exreriencing no trouble picking it up under the helm of professors

who had no issues with my performance. | am now || ' would like

to make it clear that the respectable final exam grade which | obtained at Fettes in the
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I 25 not as a result of Mrs SISHEEE teaching, but despite it. | was also

recently informed by a fellow alumnus of the school that he developed PTSD from Mrs

L ching

It was very clear to me that nearly all my teachers thought that | was essentially
intellectually incapacitated. While many of the students overtly called me stupid, dumb
and idiotic, especially | il the teachers also fuelled this narrative and certainly
prescribed to this notion which | can surmise from the way in which they treated me.

| approached my History teacher for assistance on my essay after lesson. He was
usually one of the more humane teachers. However, on one occasion, instead of
helping when | asked him for assistance, he expressed a semi-concealed derision
towards me. He laughed at me and mocked me under his breath, saying, “Well | don’t
know if there’s anything | can do, there’s nothing | can do with you, you know”.

My- teacher, Mr is the husband of the_ | also

believe that he held some pre-conceived biases. On one occasion, he stared at me to
ascertain my reaction when another student had said the N word. In my opinion,
associated me with the N word. It made me feel uncomfortable and | became aware
that the other students had noticed that he was looking at me. | felt unprotected.

My male - teacher, Mr didn’t properly handle any of the inappropriate
occurrences at all. | don’t think that these people are defective because they are racist,
they are racist because they are defective. These people are not good people and are
very closed-minded, which is why they exhibit racism, misogyny efc.

| don’t recall the Art teacher’s name. She had curly, grey hair. The female-

teacher, should receive anti-bias training.

| did not witness ||l exhibit the sort of behaviour which he afforded me to
others._exhibited bizarre, rude behaviour to others but he was particularly
brutal to me. He was once suspended for bullying another student on Facebook.
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QWR — Housemistress

S | my housemistress, wanted to arrange a meeting with my father concerning
my behaviour and academic standing. She called me into her office and asked me if
my father could speak English. | was shocked by this. My father is a Consultant
Vascular Surgeon, he has graduated from The Royal College of Surgeons and has
worked for the NHS for over 25 years — of course he can speak English.

Instead of supporting me and taking a sympathetic approach towards me, she would
take me into her office several times a week and strongly criticise me, always putting
me down. It almost seemed as if it were a sport for her and that she thoroughly enjoyed
it. There were times when | cried in her office and it seemed as if she simply wanted
to break me down. She was trying to convince me that | was academically poor, as if
she was personally offended by my academic ambitions. It was as if every error | made
excited her. Almost every day like clockwork, she would write my name on a board,
call me in for a meeting and harshly censure me.

She, herself, described the treatment | was received at the school as being punched
in the face. She said to me, “You should change your behaviour as you don’t want to
keep getting punched in the face every day”. Not only was this unprofessional
language but it demonstrated to me that they were aware of what they were doing.

On Sport’s Day, | was in my sport’s kit and | was talking to my English teacher. | didn’t

realise that ks

was nearby trying to speak to me. She suddenly started
shouting at me in a mad pitch. She was quite psychotic. Everyone became silent, an
entire pitch full of at least one-hundred-and-fifty of people. | was paralysed and
frightened. Nobody has ever shouted at me in that manner. This was in my final year
when she wasn’t even my housemistress at the time. | was later informed that even
those boys who had been racist towards me felt sorry for me, which tells you how

crazily she screamed.
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would never ask me what was wrong with me, she would just tell me what
was wrong with me. She would say, “You're building quite a reputation for yourself at
this school, you're making the teachers very angry”. When | first arrived there, she
said, “Female students never perform as badly as you have, it's always male students.
You have set quite a precedent.”

| was once informed by a fellow female student that she had witnessed

eavesdropping on a private conversation between one of NN students and
an individual — | don’t recall exactly whom — who had been assigned the task of

gathering evaluations from students in Mrs. house regarding her performance
as a housemistress. | was told that she apparently had her ear pressed up against the
door in order to hear exactly what was being said. This clearly constituted an immoral
breach of privacy and perhaps she didn’t trust that her students would relate only
positive things.

During my first academic term at the school when my performance had dropped from
that which | was accustomed to at prior schools, kM Put me on what is called
supervised invigilation. This means that any free periods which | had were obligatorily
to be spent in a room under the supervision of a member of staff. However, even once
my performance began to significantly ameliorate, decided to keep me on
supervised invigilation. She kept me on supervised invigilation for the entire time that
| was in her house — one year. This was apparently not the norm.

My fellow students in my house expressed surprise and confusion that she continued
to keep me on supervised invigilation since this was apparently not usually done after
a student’s academic performance begins to improve. | was told by a white, female
student in my house whose academic performance was dropping that had
given her the choice of supervised invigilation, however | was never given a choice.

| was certainly aware of my performance dropping, and it was very largely down to
what was happening to me at that school. | felt threatened at that school and | was in
a constant state of fear because these people openly disliked me. They possessed a

strong animosity towards me which was very manifest. The teachers were ready to
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decolonising their curriculums. They stated that they would use this reform as a
catalyst for real change and Fettes was one of these schools.

| then noticed that Fettes posted a number of pieces on their website in support of
“Black Lives Matter” and publicised their various equality societies and committees. |
also saw on the website that virtually every third picture was of an ethnic minority
student. SN my former housemistress and [ of the pastoral body at Fettes,
posted various messages in support of racial equality, particularly black equality, on
her Fettes-afﬁiiated- page. | found it absurd. | felt that somebody had to speak
out about the farce that Fettes was making of anti-racist activism. In my opinion, Fettes
is possibly one of the last institutions in this country which has the right to present itself
as some sort of modern establishment advocating for equality.

| read about former Fettes pupils who had attended the school decades ago, who
had suffered horrendous sexual abuse and had contacted the Scottish Child Abuse
Inquiry. | found some of these testimonies very shocking so | read further into The
Inquiry and decided to come forward and give a statement relating to my time at
Fettes.

Impact

My experiences at Fettes, the unremittingly intense systematic racism that |
experienced for two years had a significant effect on me. It had a psychologically
traumatic effect. | held the false belief that studying at a university in-wouid
present me with the opportunity to flee from such memories and the accompanying
painful sentiments, but | was unable to do so. While in - | sought professional
help from a psychologist, a mental health clinician, in order to overcome these
experiences that continued to haunt me during my time in -

Subsequently, my undergraduate studies often figured as a period of intense pain as
| struggled to overcome this difficult past, however | was ultimately awarded my degree
with Honours. Once | returned to the United Kingdom in order to pursue my Master’s
Degree at UCL, | was further unaware of the effect that returning to an educational
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