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Scottish Child Abuse Inquiry

Witness Statement of

BLL

Support person present: No

M BLL BLL .
1. Myname s el e s.ame MRl was my married

name and | haven’t used it for some years since | was divorced. Most of the time | use
the family surname of My surname at birth wasGRalll My date of birth is|lli
I 1974 My contact details are known to the Inquiry.

Life before going to boarding school

2. I was born in Malta which was where my dad was stationed and | spent only a few
months there before we returned to Scotland. | then grew up in Nairn, a small seaside
town not far from Inverness. | am an only child. My dad was called ||| and
he was in the RAF. My mum, who is called - was a nurse and then later on a
midwife.

3. | went to Rosebank Primary School in the local town. The secondary school in the
town didn’t have a good reputation, both academically and socially, and | was a very
bright child. With my dad being in the forces the air force would pay towards the
boarding fees so if the parent is moved about the child would still have a continuity of
education. When | was aged nine it was decided | would attend Aberlour School with
help from a RAF bursary.

4. | was the first and only person in my wider family to go to a fee paying school. | was
aware at the time that my parents were paying some of the fees for me to be at the
school and | don't think | ever really thought about it. My parents didn’t have any
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10.

1.

12.

13.

seen to be outside a lot doing physically hard things and outward bound activities.
There was also a sense of community and working together as a team.

There was a lot of status attached to going to both schools. | was teased for being
local and having a Scottish accent when | was first at Aberlour. | was told by other
pupils that | was from the gutter quite a few times, because | was from Nairn. | had the
shit kicked out of me, metaphorically, from the day | started.

| don’t remember there being any physical bullying. A couple of boys were nasty. One
boy who was Greek told me | came from the gutter because | was local. | had more
acceptance from the girls to start with, | did have friends, and probably more within the
music community. My surname of didn’t help me as it could be used to rhyme
with other words. | changed it by Deed Poll to Gasllll] when | was twenty-six.

The teachers must have heard and seen it happening, but | don’t remember any
teachers getting involved. The only teacher who mentioned that sort of thing was at

Gordonstoun and he was- This would have been in
1989 or 1990. He was reading a lesson when we were studying for_
- He talked to the group about character assassination and it was bullying that
he really meant. It felt like he was referring to someone specifically, but he didn’t

mention anyone.

We were all housed in one building. | have a memory of one side of the school having
dorms for boys and the other being dorms for girls. | think the boys were on the north
side and their rooms got no sunlight. It was very cold in winter and we had to sleep
with windows open all year. We had glasses of water by our beds and we had
competitions to see if the water froze overnight. The boys always had the most frozen
water. It was considered good for our health and well-being to sleep with the windows
open.

The kids were split up into houses, but not in separate buildings, for competitions. The
houses were named after lochs and mountains. | was in Rinnes and there was a house

called Clover. The houses were mixed gender and mixed age groups.
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51.

52.

53.

54.

was much more physical and power orientated. Junior boys were treated as slaves
and errand boys for the older boys.

| don’t remember how involved the school was in that and if they turned a blind eye.
In Aberlour it was a small school and we were all in one building, but in Gordonstoun
it was different as the school was spread out over large grounds and there were loads
more kids in six or seven boarding houses. People could get a away with a lot more
there than they could in Aberlour.

Abuse at Aberlour School

My abuser was called He was a_and was in the

school because he was a family friend of the headmaster and everyone knew that. He
was aged nineteen or twenty when he came to the school from_ It was

a status thing having a_ at the school. For some reason he
also took |GG c/asses.

He wasn'’t at the school when | started there at age nine and he joined later and had
been there a few months or a year before we went on the expedition. | remember in
an.class he made us stand in The Octagon that was a one room classroom. We
had to all stand up with our arms outstretched in front of us and then our hands had to
be turned down towards the floor. We had to stand like this with our wrists down for
about ten minutes because he thought it was funny. That's the only memory | have of
him taking an. class. The school had no-one to teach -and they chose him
because there was no-one else. There wasn’t a -environment at the school. |
suppose they had to meet a curriculum need.

GRS led an expedition of a group of around ten or twelve children that |
went on. | always thought | was aged twelve when | went on this expedition, but my
lawyer has told me that | was thirteen. The expedition was to the middie of nowhere.
My lawyer and the police have told me we were near to Loch Maree and | have seen

a photograph of a loch. On the expedition it was just him as the leader and the only
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59.

60.

61.

62.

63.

The next day no-one would speak to me. We were on a long walk the next day. | split
off from the group and spent a couple of hours on my own and was really confused. |
walked to the top of a ridge with a steep face and | considered chucking myself off it
and did nearly fall off, and panicked. | made my way back to the group where they'd
set up camp. No-one else spoke to me for the rest of the six days of the trip and | didn’t

speak to anyone.

| remember we reached a point where there was a village nearby. A boy, [}

- in the group needed to call home anddecided he needed to take

this boy to the village. One of the girls who was in the tent,- went with them.
The lad in that group gave a detailed statement to the police about what happened
that day and thattook them to a pub to use the phone and bought them

alcoholic drinks. He also told the police thatand-were in some

sort of relationship. It tuned out | f was the girl the same teacher was grooming
and abusing within the school itself.

I o= 2 statement to the police in 2013 to corroborate my story. [N

_ She considered she was in a relationship with him at that time. | didn’t
know when we were in school that she was in that situation with him. | understand

_I think there something like Stockholm

Syndrome to this type of abuse.

I o chestrated the bullying when we were back at school. She was jealous.
That night on the camping trip she left the tent and she knew what was going on. She’d
then spoken to the other kids. They all knew. We were in tents and they all heard it,
there was noise. For the next six nights | assume there would have been other children
in his tent overnight, | don’t remember. | know | didn’t sleep with him again in his tent.

She sent me a message through the police around the time of the investigation to

apologise for what she’d put me through. When we were older she once said to me
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64.

65.

66.

67.

that we had something in common, | asked her what that was as | couldn’t think of
anything. Then someone else came into the room and the conversation ended. Many
years later | was at a wedding in Scotland. Another girl from school said she'd seen

-and she had changed her name and she wanted to talk to me. This was
before the police investigation_ I've never been able to get in
touch with her and | don’'t even know what her name is now. The police found her
difficult to find as she’s changed her name three times.

After the expedition | was at Aberlour School for another few months. He would corner
me in school and say ‘you will die before me’. He said it several times. | have no idea
what it meant. | don’t know if it was his way of intimidating me so | wouldn't tell anyone.
After | left the school he continued to work there when | was at Gordonstoun and | saw
him at Gordonstoun a couple of times with groups of kids from Aberlour. After that |
think he went into the army.

| found a photograph of me recently that was taken at a ball, a 50" anniversary ball,
and I'm with my dad in the photo and there is a photo of me alone that my dad must
have taken. He was so proud of me and he looked so happy and | looked terrible. We
were standing together on the steps of the school. | found the photos just the other
day. I'm in a ball gown with my hair up and smiling, but my eyes are just dead. | hadn’t
even remembered what | looked like. | do remember at the ball | was so scared of
seeing ES there and | didn’t want to go.

| thought of all the years | didn't tell anyone because | thought I'd made it happen and
it was my fault. Now | see these photographs and | see a child. | didn’t tell anyone
about what happened to me until my daughter was twelve and it was the realisation of
looking at a twelve year old child that made me realise | had been a child and so
young.

The bullying from the other gins,--and a third girl called [ started

immediately we got back to school. All of them were on the trip. One of them, -
has been in touch recently. She gave a statement to the police in 2013. She has also
been very helpful and has spoken to my lawyer in the last few months. At the time they
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68.

69.

70.

7.

72.

would make up songs about me and him. | don't know how much everyone else,
including teachers, saw and heard of that.

Leaving Aberiour School

| don’t know if any of my teachers from Aberlour noticed a change in my demeanour
or should have. The difficulty was that there was only a few months left of prep school
and my behaviour could have been put down to being a teenager.

In the summer after the expedition Aberlour had this historical medieval day with
costumes and we hiked and then we cooked outdoors at a castle. | remember being
there and seeing in a corridor, at Aberlour, Mr Gardiner, one of my favourite teachers,
talking toand being jovial and buddyish. | remember being pissed off at
that.

That summer | went on holiday with my mum to Skye and | was moody all holiday
because of what had happened. She got cross and complained | ruined her holiday.
Then | was seen as being a moody teenager. She’s horrified now that she knows what
had happened.

Gordonstoun School, Moray

| went to Gordonstoun for a visit before | started and we’d been there as a school from
Aberlour for musical events.

| was in Hopeman House. It was central in the school grounds. | can’'t remember the
names of all the houses, but Hopeman and Plewlands were for girls. For the boys
there was Duffus, Round Square, Cumming House and Altyre House. There was also
the main Gordonstoun House in the centre which was a big stone house. Off to one
side of the main house was the building called the Round Square which is a circular
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136.

137.

138.

139.

There was a diagnosis of Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder by Dr Nick Cooling, the
psychiatrist attached to my legal team. His assessment of me two or three times now
has been severe clinical depression and PTSD. The defenders in the civil case argue
there is no proof of PTSD from the rape and the PTSD could be caused by my dad’s
death and the iliness of my baby.

Reporting of Abuse

| reported the sexual assault to the police in 2011 or 2012. | was added to a Facebook
forum by an old school friend. Everyone was talking about their experiences of
Gordonstoun. For a while | sat there reading their accounts and | didn’t want to talk

about it. There was a woman on there, called s

in the group whose job is
connected to Police Scotland and she is involved in child protection. She was at
Gordonstoun and she’s a couple of years older than me. The people on the forum
were told that if we disclosed toﬁthe issue would be taken forward. | thought about
it for a while and looked at my daughter and | realised how young | was when | was

assaulted and | decided | needed do it.

| disclosed tﬁnd she took it to the child protection team in Police Scotland. Then
an officer called DC Karen Colbran got in touch with me. Then they asked me to speak
to an officer near to where | live to give a statement. My interview was videotaped and
sent onto Police Scotland. | then had to pick him out of a video line up. It was so bizarre
because of the time lapse. | wasn't confident that | would recognise him. Then | saw
his face on screen and | had a physical reaction. | really couldn’t believe it, on one
level | still wasn't sure, but my subconscious knew it was him. | couldn’t drive home
afterwards as | was physically sick on the side of the road.

When the police investigated in 2011/12 they interviewed most of the people who were
on the camping trip. it was such a big thing for me as | thought no-one would believe
me or take my side or even remember anything. The police told me they spoke to ten
different people from that trip.
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140.

141.

_ The police told me a bunch of stuff that they

had uncovered that | had no idea of. It was mind blowing to me. Aberlour School had
moved out of Aberlour House and moved into a newly built house in the grounds of

Gordonstoun. They were still functioning as Aberlour House the preparatory school.

Eventually they closed Aberlour House. When they moved, their records were
destroyed in a fire.

142. When Detective Alan went looking for evidence he was told it had all been destroyed
in a fire. However he did spent several weeks looking through boxes of papers in the
loft in the main Gordonstoun House. During that period of time he found a single piece
of evidence that proved | was at Aberlour House at the same time as He
might have found the psychiatrist's letter in that search which should be in
Gordonstoun’s records. Otherwise my legal team obtained it through their work. |
remember they phoned me two or three years ago to tell me it had been recovered. |
couldn’t believe that in all these years | didn’t know that the school knew. My lawyer
has a folder that is full of stuff that they or the police have found.

143.
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144.

145.

146.

147.

| also started a civil case for compensation around eight years ago. It wasn’t something
I'd gone looking for. Other people from Gordonstoun, such as the guy caIIed
who was in the Alex Renton article, got in touch with me as a few of them were going
with the same legal firm, Drummond Miller, on a Criminal Injuries Compensation
Authority (CICA) claim. That is separate from the civil claim. Then | was told you can’t
pursue both CICA and civil claim, or at least if you get money through one you can’t
from the other. I've had days where | think | don’t want their money, but | need the
money, but | don’t want it. | want the justice more than anything else. My case is setting
precedent and the money aside, it's an important thing.

We had to change legal firms because of a conflict of interest with Gordonstoun. Then
| instructed Slater Gordon on a civil claim and that is ongoing. There was a legal debate
in October and it was decided in my favour so we could have a proof. Then the defence
lodged an appeal. | think it came as a surprise to the defence to know the extent of
the evidence my legal team and/or Police Scotland have uncovered. In particular the
document that proves the psychiatrist informed the school that | had disclosed a rape.

In April 2015 the journalist Alex Renton wrote an article for the Observer entitled ‘Rape,
child abuse and Prince Charles’s former school’, about abuse at Gordonstoun. A guy
| went to school with called (el was pictured at the top of the article. He's a bit
younger than me. The article was largely about me and | was referred to as-
throughout.

There is a paragraph in there about the teacher called Kevin Lomas referred to above
that notes during the sixteen years he worked at Gordonstoun he had a reputation for
inappropriate sexual activity and he was known for fumbling attempts to kiss girls with
his tongue. Kevin Lomas was jailed in 2008 for sexual offences against young girls at
a tutoring school he ran in Oxfordshire.
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148.

149.

150.

151.

Lessons to be Learned

There need to be clear and obvious roles for people who are approachable to children.
How can we ensure we have trustworthy adults looking after children in the first place.
Even with Disclosure and Barring Service checks, there is only so much you can do.
People need to be trained in safeguarding. I've had that for the music teaching. | have
over the years myself reported concerns to the appropriate person who's role that is.
We do ultimately need to look out for our teenagers and know them well enough that
we see changes in behaviour.

Teachers wouldn’t be allowed now to take a group of children on a trip alone. It is not
a thing anymore. When | was teaching in a school, whenever there was a school trip
there would be a risk assessment and there had to be a certain ratio of staff to children
and various other things.

In the last few years Gordonstoun have made a big effort to tell us how different things
are now and how much they think of the welfare of their children. | hope that's true.
The boarding school culture has traditionally been a terrible environment, certainly in
a boys-only environment. Gordonstoun was at least co-educational and perhaps it
wasn’t so bad. | would never have sent my own children away to school, but friends of
mine have and their children had a nice time.

Other information

| have no objection to my witness statement being published as part of the evidence

to the Inquiry. | believe the facts stated in this witness statement are true.
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