Scottish Child Abuse Inquiry

Witness Statement of

Support person present: Yes

My name is however | am known as My date of birth is Il
-1935. My contact details are known to the Inquiry.

| am married and | live with my wife ]l We have been married for 45 years. We
have a son called and he lives with his partner. They have two children.

Life before going into care

| was born in Glasgow, Scotland. My mother was called || an0 ! 'ater
learned that my father was called_ He died before | was born. My
grandmother looked after me for the first three years of my life until | got too much for
her and she gave me away to the Fairbridge Society. | have no memory of my mother
or of my grandmother. Until my son did some investigating into my life, | thought | was

the only one in the family. | thought that for many years, for most of my life.

| didn’t see my grandmother or my mother again after | was placed in care. When |
was in care, | was always alone, | found it difficult to make friends. 1 felt like the Lone
Ranger. | later found out that my family were looking for me and | feel like every time

they looked for me, | was moved.
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remember seeing on the tour was a beautiful garden which had the British flag made

out of flowers. It looked huge to me.
Journey to Vancouver Island

We boarded a train that night and we headed to Vancouver. It took us about four days
to a week to reach Vancouver. The only thing | remember about that journey was
getting a piece of cinder in my eye and the people accompanying us couldn’t do
anything about it until we arrived in Vancouver. A doctor was there when we arrived

and took the cinder out of my eye.

On the night of our arrival, we came over to Vancouver Island. | don’t have a clue who
the staff were who accompanied us. | know that the staff came to VVancouver with us
but | don’t remember them coming over to the Island with us. We got the ferry over
from Vancouver to Nanaimo. | think we walked onto the ferry and there was a bus
waiting for us in Nanaimo. We were put on the bus straight up to Fairbridge Farm,
which was just outside a town called Duncan. | don't remember if a photograph was
taken of us when we arrived. | understand that there is a photo of us when we arrived,
which | have seen, however | am not able to identify myself from the photo. My son,
has been able to point me out in the photo.

Fairbridge Farm, Vancouver Island

Fairbridge Farm was not far outside of the town of Duncan. The boys and girls lived in
separate cottages. There were about 125 boys and girls altogether on the farm. | never
met any other kids from Scotland when | was there, but there must have been some

there.

Fairbridge was spread out because it was a farm. It had its own dairy farm and
orchards. There were staff who milked the cows but | don’t know what happened to
the milk. They grew fruits and this was picked by their own staff too. | think the farm
covered about eleven hundred acres. The farm staff did not stay on the farm, | think
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they stayed in Duncan. We all stayed in cottages which were named after a letter of
the alphabet. My cottage was next to the hospital. There was an area for the boys’
cottages. The girls’ cottages started across from the dining area and ended up at the
chapel. There were a couple of teachers who had their own cottages and who stayed

down in that area.

Major Plows was the Principal of Fairbridge when | was there. | think there was a Mr

Garnett who was the Principal before him. | can’t remember anybody else.
First day

On my first day on Fairbridge Farm, | think we arrived about early evening. We were
fed and | remember there were laundry tubs for bathing. | remember we were then
taken down to our cottage and introduced to our cottage mothers and then sent to bed.

QDG

My cottage mother was called Mrs | lived with her for the whole time |

stayed at Fairbridge.
Mornings and bedtime

In the morning, we got up, went to the bathroom and we brushed our teeth. We

combed our hair and got washed.

We had our breakfast in the cottage. Most of the time | think it was a kid that cooked
the breakfast. | think we made cereal. | don’t remember Mrs helping to
make breakfast. | think most of the time, the kids helped themselves at breakfast.

We would make our bed and then walk to school. The first period at school was math,
which | hated. Then we had a break about 10 o’clock for recess. We then were taught
whatever the teacher decided to do later that day. It could be science or spelling. |
loved spelling. | remember once being entered into a spelling bee against a school in
Duncan. | lost by one point as | was asked to spell “further” but | had heard “farther”
so got it wrong. | was a little upset about that as | didn’t think of asking which word it

was.
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Mrs \ad - Cottage “O” Housemother

Mrs CEEI vas not my idea of a housemother. | don’t think she should have been
there. She had her own little quirks. | remember a time when | was washing the dishes
and a kid threw something at me. Mrs SREJJl] saw him and she didn’t say anything
to him. | asked her why she was letting that kid throw things at me. She just walked
away back into her office and ignored me. She couldn’t have cared less. If someone
else had asked her, they would've got an answer. I'm sure a few of the other kids felt
the same way about her. You wouldn’t have dared to say something. She would favour

one person over someone else.

[ would always make my bed. It had to be tight and smooth, and either Mrs ECI
or some other kid would mess it up. | told her there was no need to do that. I'm sure

she did it to the other kids as well.

One night, we decided that we had had enough of Mrs [ We built a lean-to
den in the bush area. The staff didn’t know where we were. Some kids brought us food
they had sneaked out of the cottage. She would ask the other kids if they knew where
we were. Mrs had a dog we called her “snort” dog. You could always hear
him coming as he was always snorting. She came looking for us with the dog. She

asked us what we had been eating and we were hauled back to the cottage.

When we went back to the house, the police were at the house and one of the kids
said to the police that if Mrswasn’t so mean then we wouldn’t have run
away. They said we should be notifying someone. The kid said that we would be
ignored. Mrs stopped us going into the bush after this.

| don’t think you could open your mouth to tell anyone how you felt as they wouldn’t

have believed you or they would have ignored you. | don’t think that was fair. | shouldn’t
let it get to me after all these years, but it does.
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There were about fourteen or fifteen kids in the cottage and two or three of the kids
were picked on. It wasn't funny. | was picked on by some of the boys in the cottage
who thought they were tough. | didn’t retaliate as | would've ended up in the corner.
That was another of Mrs GRSl o unishments. We would either have to pile wood,
do housework, do the dishes or stand in a corner.

You didn’t dare swear, even if that is what you wanted to do, or you would have ended
up with being made to pile extra wood or do some housework. | never complained
about Mrs SRl at the time, | should've said something but | didn't. We would've
been ignored anyway. | don’t know what her problem was. She seemed to have it in
for different kids. | had the same housemother until | left and | was there for about
three or four years. | was thirteen, nearly fourteen when | left.

| don't think Mrsever went on holiday as | don’t remember getting any
replacements. The girls seemed to get on great with their housemothers.

Visitors/inspectors

| don't remember seeing any inspectors or anyone official looking. No-one came to
speak to me. The Inquiry are the first people | have considered speaking to about
Fairbridge.

| feel like that | was moved on all the time so relatives couldn’t contact me. | was told
at the time that relatives were not allowed to contact me when we came over to
Canada. | can’t remember who told me. | was told they were not allowed to write us
letters. | understand that before | left, my granny found out where | was and | was
moved again. | don’t know how my Granny found out where | was. To me, it didn't
make sense. | had a family, and | was being bounced from pillar to post. | just don’t

understand why that happened.

Life after Fairbridge Farm, Vancouver Island
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The Canadian Pacific Railway bought the farm at Fairbridge. My understanding is that
they bought all the property, everything. Fairbridge were trying to place the kids in
foster homes and they asked me where | would like to go and what would | like to do.
| can’t remember who asked me. | said | would settle for a farm or a ranch. After about
a month, | was told that a Mr and Mrs.:vere looking to adopt a kid. They had two
sons of their own and they lived on a ranch in Princeton. | had no idea where that was
and was told it was on the mainland. | only knew Duncan and Fairbridge so | had no

idea where | was going.

| was told | was leaving and that a welfare guy would meet me on the other side on
the mainland and drive me to Princeton. | was introduced to the family. At first | felt
homesick as | was used to being surrounded by other kids. | told myself | just had to
get on with it.

Life with the- family, Princeton

When | went to live with Mr and Mrs [JJJlf my life just seemed to settle down and it
was perfect. | just got on with the work | was allocated and [ got to it straight away.
They were very nice people and there was always food on the table. The only
stipulation was that | had to stay there until | was eighteen.

My jobs were to bring in the wood, then bring the cows in. | would clean the udders
and put the machines on them to milk them. | had to clean the bottles. In the morning,
we would deliver the milk from the night before. We would put the milk in the creek to

keep it cold overnight.

| slept in the bunkhouse and the-fami[y slept in the main house with their own
kids. There was another cabin where the other staff slept. We ate in the house with
the family, but | wasn'’t a big eater. There was a man | called ', he was Italian.
He caught me squirting the cat with milk straight from the cow’s teat. He swore at me
in Italian and threw an axe at me. | understood what he had said and | told him that |

knew that he had sworn at me in Italian. When he threw the axe at me, | had closed
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I have worked all my life and | taught myseif how to drive vehicles and how to fix them.
I am proud of what | have done with my life. There have been a few screw ups. But
once | made up my mind | was going to do something, | learned how to do it myself. It
was all trial and error. | have been able to show my son all about fixing cars and | am

proud of that.

Lessons to be learned

I think that if anyone is going to send children to other countries, then the government
should step in and make sure that they are not beaten and picked on. It's not the kids

fault they were born.

The families should be fully checked out and those families and other relatives should
abide by those rules. They need to check out what kind of family they are. To me, it
can ruin a child's life. If it wasn't for my own wilipower, to fight things off then | might

not even be here. | decided to put my foot down and get on with life.

Family information and records should be kept and looked at. | just don’t want what

happened to me to happen to anyone else.

Other information

I have no objection to my witness statement being published as part of the evidence

to the Inquiry. | believe the facts stated in this witness statement are true.
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