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that time. Then | had a part time consultancy contract with the Scottish Bible Society,
developing “Conversations,” a contextual bible study resource.

From 2003 to 2007, | was a member of the Archdiocese of Glasgow Ecumenical
Commission. From 2007, | was the General Secretary for Action of Churches
Together in Scotland, known as ACTS. | did that until | retired on 28 March 2014.

| left the Marist Brothers on 1 June 2015.

Moving to St Joseph’s College, Dumfries

The Provincial told me one weekend in the summer of 1975, that | was moving to St
Joseph’s College. | think Brother Ogilvie was the Provincial at that time. | wasn't given
a choice and was just told | was moving.

| wasn't formally employed in a school so | was free to be moved by the Brothers and
there wasn't a lot of discussion about it. That approach changed later on, and all later
posts were discussed and | was able to negotiate with the order.

| think the reason for the move was because Brotherwas leaving St
Joseph's College, but | can’'t now be sure if that is a clear memory. He may have been

the boarding master who | took over from.

There was no interview process before | moved to St Joseph’s College. The place had
a proper teaching system with teachers so my role was to be one of a boarding master
and not that of a teacher.

There was no vetting or checking process at the time. | suppose the vetting process
was that if there were concerns about anyone as a Marist Brother then they wouldn't
be allowed to continue their annual vows.















66.

67.

68.

60.

70.

71.

72.

73.

WIT.001.002.7095

The mids area was made up of two dormitories. Brolher whose name was

as in charge of the larger dormitory, and | was in charge of the

smaller section. | slept in a very small room within the smaller dorm.

Nobody explained my role to me. was in charge of the mids’ dorm in my first
year there so | would have just watched him, and learned almost by osmosis. | also
learned a lot from the weans on how to run things as they knew the routine.

AKV

I could have asked or one of the other Brothers if | wanted help but there was

never any need to because it all ran fairly smoothly.

A lot of the older Brothers would have had experience of boarding schools through
being in the juniorate and so would have been familiar with it. | didn't have that
experience but | don't think | noticed at that time.

I didn't get any training or guidance on what kind of atmosphere to create in
dormitories, or what was appropriate or inappropriate. | think it was an unspoken rule
that you didn’t get too close to anyone, but that was just something | knew from my
earlier training with Marist Brothers.

| didn’t get any training during my four years at St Joseph'’s. | didn’t really have a
supervisor or mentor. If you had a problem, then you would just go to the headmaster.

In my second year there, | took over all of the mids and became the principal boarding
master. By then the numbers of boys had fallen, so only the big dorm was used. That
remained the case for the next three years that | was there. | remained the principal

dorm master for the mids and slept in the room within the big dorm.
| unofficially taught some classes, on a part time basis, which | started as soon as |

arrived there and did for the four years | was there. It was only a light timetable. Most
of my time was taken up as boarding master.
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When | arrived at the school in 1975, | remember that ENSII vas Brother
| can’t remember his first name but his family name was[I3Il} He was primarily

He was very old-school and had spent much of his time

teaching there.

SNR

Brother kil took over as in 1977 and he was easier to work with than

MMK

If any matters arose about the boys, | would usually be able to deal with it. There was
one occasion where there was a serious fight in the mids’ dormitory between two boys
and one of the boys was injured. | called the head master who took charge. The injured
boy was taken to hospital. The boy who caused the injury later left the school. | don’t
know whether he was expelled or if his parents removed him from the school. That
was unique. | don't recall any other incident where a boy had to be taken to hospital in

similar circumstances.

| didn’t have a close working relationship with Brother |2 RS A'though
| taught English, | didn't fit into any of the school structure because | wasn't a formal
teacher.

| think there were about six Brothers who taught at the school. There was a small
differentiation between the Brothers in that you had the teaching Brothers and the
“worker” brothers. The latter did the gardening and housework. In some places that
caused issues. | think the older, worker Brothers, resented it.

Of the Brothers who taught at the school, there was Brother Francis, who was known
as “Big Frank” and he taught geography. His real name was Julian Harrison. | know

from the list of names | have that he was Brother Francis John.

Brother Damian taught French, and Brothe might have iaught- and was

also _Mas a sensible, wise man.
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Brother &l who was one of the retired Brothers in the big mount, would have given
individual tuition to some kids who were struggling. There may have been other retired
Brothers who tutored some kids.

There were about fifteen to twenty lay teachers who came in from outside to take
classes. The lay teachers | remember are Steve Neil who was the head of English,
and Judy Faid, also taught English. Judy lived in a house within the school grounds

aught-, John Dames taught a science, Paddy Cairney took P.E. and
later became deputy head teacher. There was also Mary who taught French, and Meg

Grierson who taught maths.

AKV
Mona was the teacher for the primary class, and_ was-
-teacher.

There were two young maths teachers that came at one time. One married the art
teacher who left his wife. The other married the science teacher. Life could be

complicated there but interestingly enough, it passed without too much comment.

There was an English teacher who married the head boy of the school a couple of
years later. She was only recently qualified, and the boy was only three or four years
younger than her. | didn’t pick up on it at the time but they got married a few years

later.

The director at St Joseph’s was Brother Damian, who also taught French. As director,
he was officially in charge of the community, which included all the retired Brothers
who lived at St Joseph's. The director’s job was to look after the house, keep the books

and do the ordering. Brother [ wasfor a period.

Damian was a bit of an odd man and always dressed in full soutane and his cape,
which was very 19% century. He was a bit grumpy and we weren't friends. He was ok
as a director and things ran smoothly. One of his boasts one year was that he never
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left the school grounds from the beginning of the school term to the next. | remember
being aghast at that because it sounded ridiculous.

Brotherwas one of the older Brothers who had been there for decades. He
was in charge of the wee rec and took sports. He was a worker Brother and so didn't
take classes. The information | have tells me he was there in 1975, but he isn't
mentioned in 1876 or 1977. He may have been given a sabbatical. He was also sick
and in hospital at some point. | know he didn't die that early, but | don't remember
when he died.

There was a chaplain and a retired priest in the community who would say mass on a

Sunday.

There was also domestic staff. Mrs Wylie was in charge of the domestic kitchen
arrangements. She was quite a formidable woman. There was a whole cooking staff
as well. At the weekends, some of the local teenage girls would also be around doing
cleaning. That led to some interesting scenes with the third and fourth year boys. It
was nothing to write home about but I'm sure some love was struck.

There was a gardener, as well as a matron who covered the role of a nurse, but | can’t

remember who she was.
Retired brothers

The retired Brothers who stayed on the ground floor of the big mount had worked at
St Joseph's for large parts of their life. They were quite resentful as they could see the
boarding school, which they considered to be all things Marist in Britain, was about to
dry up and close behind them, and be handed to the local authority. | didn’'t spend
much time talking to them because they were just bitter and wanted to tell old stories.

The retired Brothers did have contact with the senior boys as they were in the same
building as them. They would also have had contact with the younger boys as some
of them watched over the evening study period, and some of them offered extra tuition
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to the boys who needed extra support for certain subjects. There were situations when
they would also be around the grounds, when they ran the tuck shop or helped out
with something.

There would be no reason for the boys to be in the bedrooms of the retired Brothers.

The retired Brothers | remember were e and jiad These were their given

religious saints’ names.

The children at St Joseph’s College

Familiarisation

| presume there would have been interviews with parents before children started at
the school. | vaguely remember parents being shown around the school but | was
never involved with them. | met very few of the parents. Very few parents came to the
school other than for initial visits.

There was no formal introduction process for the kids when they started. They would
just be shown where they would be sleeping, but | don’t remember who by. Then they

would just learn the way of the school from the other kids.

There were kids who joined in third and fourth year, but you never asked the kids about

their background or home lives. It wasn’t the done thing.
Daily routine

The kids woke up in the morning at 7.30 am | think. | got them up in the morning. | just

came out of my room and shouted: “guys, time up!”
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We didn’t have a ‘you must shower today’ routine, but the kids used the showers in
the mornings, after games and at night times. They used them when they wanted to,

usually after games, and it was fairly relaxed. It wasn't supervised.

I don’t remember any of the boys having a problem with body odour or anything so it

was fine.
Mealtimes and food

When | first arrived, | didn't eat with the boys but Brother did as he was the
main boarding master for the mids. | think | must have eaten with the Brothers in the
community.

When | took over in my second year, | ate with the boys. | sat on a slightly elevated
podium at the top of the dining room so | could see them all.

The wee rec, inters and mids sat together. There would be another Brother at the other
side of the room for the inters. The senior recs sat separately from the other three
recs.

The boys sat six to a table and there would be six portions of everything on the table
already set out.

| remember being appalled because the boys would run in and scrabble to get the
food, and clear everything from the table and eat it within five minutes, before flying
out the door again. This means that if you were the sixth to the table, you might not
get anything.

When I took over, | decided | wasn't going to allow this, so when they ran in to wolf the

food down, | halted them and made them wait for a couple of minutes, before letting
them go to their tables.
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for all the work that one of the boys had done, as he went there once a week for a

year.

154. These kids would go on to have families of their own and have jobs in the community

like bus drivers and other useful jobs.
Sports and leisure time

155. The boys did play football, cricket and rugby. They also did rowing. The football and
rugby teams were quite well thought of.

156. | was the rowing master for my first year at St Joseph's, but | am not a sportsman. |
would drive them to regattas.

157. |don't remember any organised activities and clubs. There might have been a chess
club, but 'm not sure. | don't really remember there being board games around. | am
not sure if they had access to books and a library in the school. They could use the
library in town or buy their own magazines in town. | rarely saw anything inappropriate.

158. | know the previous before | arrived, Brother s had been the
one to start allowing boys to leave the premises outwith school hours. He had loosened
the reigns a bit.

159. During my time at the school, the kids could go out at break and lunch times, and for
part of the evenings. They had to ask me first and | would make a note of who was
going out and where. They had to be back by 9 pm.

160. The favourite place they liked to go was the college café. | once wandered down to
the college café because | thought it would be very noisy with so many boys there.
There was nobody there, so they must have been elsewhere, but that was ok. |
presumed they were somewhere nearby smoking or whatever. It is not that | closed
my eyes to it but no problems arose from it. There was virtually never anyone late back
so it worked.
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After the chat, | gated the boy for a fortnight. That meant he wasn't allowed to leave
the school gates and go out. This was quite significant because a lot of the boys liked
going out. As he turned to leave the room, he said “| don’'t go out anyway,” and | said
“I know.ll

It was gently dealt with and | didn’t have that problem with any of the boys again. That
boy probably got brownie points with the lads as well for doing it.

The discipline wasn't bad at St Joseph's. The school ran smoothly. I'm sure there
would have been disagreements here and there. There was not a lot of lip from the
boys. There was probably a couple of teachers whose discipline was poorer than
others, in that they couldn’t control their class. Judy Faid was one of them and Brother
Julian the other. Brother Julian was liked but chaotic as a teacher. The lay staff were
good overall.

When | taught the kids from Lochside, the discipline amongst the boys was not good.
They taught me a lot about teaching.

| don’t remember the belt being used much in class, but it would have been used
sometimes. 1think any teacher could belt the boys, but | don't think that happened very

often. It was either infrequent, or otherwise | missed a lot.

If a boy was really bad, | imagine he would have been sent to the head teacher, but |
don’t remember that happening.

On one occasion, in my first year at St Joseph'’s, a group of boys in the mids paid
another boy to shave his head, which he did. Brother was in charge at that
time, and he decided to belt the boy who had shaved his head and all the boys who
had paid him to do it.

lined the boys up and he called me through to help with the discipline. The
boys were lined up in two Iines,belted one line and | belted the other. . That
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was the only time | was asked to give the belt and | didn't like it. | think it brutalised the

teachers as well as the kids. The belt was not common in St Joseph’s.
204. |do not remember the belt as an everyday form of punishment.
205. |don’'t remember really having to discipline or punish much.

206. Towards the end of my last year there, the fifth and sixth years were having a disco

and | was trying really hard to convince Brother MFY RS , to let my
fourth years go to it as well. He said no.

207. During the disco, | was in my room and one of the boys came to get me and say there
was a flood in the shower room. Somebody had turned the showers on and flooded
the shower room, the corridor and all down the stairs.

208. Ididn't get angry easily but | was very angry because the boys were misbehaving while
I had been working hard to allow them to go to this disco.

209. | chased the boys away and was using a shovel to try and collect the water. Brother
MFY

hen turned up behind me and said something to me. | didn’t know it was him

and | turned around with this shovel and almost clocked him with it. He sent me away

and told me not to come back for a few hours.
210. hen took over the situation and armed the mids with mops and buckets to clean
it up. | think that was the right thing to do. He disciplined the mids, and also me, in a

way. There was a kind of comical element to that.

211. | don't know what other Brothers would have used as a form of discipline. There was
a routine that the kids followed and | don't think discipline was a serious issues.
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It was more down to me to ask if | thought something was wrong. Usually the kids
would say no. | remember talking to one wee boy once who was not himself, and it

turned out his parents were threatening divorce.

| left St Joseph's College in 1979, and in 1980, the school was taken over by the local
authority and they appointed a new head teacher who had experience of running a
comprehensive school. This meant that Brother[[igfJfjwas not the first

but remained as the. The school remained a Catholic school but

not all the boys were Catholic. About half of them weren't.

As much as it was hurtful that (gl wasn't the SAMIIIII when the local authority

took over, . | think it was right that they brought in somebody who knew about modern
schools. Iastrole had been at a school in Nigeria so it was good

that somebody with more experience of the Scottish system came in.

Marist Brothers

The organisation of the order is separate from the Catholic Church, but if the Catholic
Church decides that an order is not approved of anymore (because of sexual
misconduct or anything else), they can supress it. The order can only function within
the Catholic Church and if it has the approval of Rome or the local Bishop.

There had been occasions where the local Bishop falls out with a person or an
organisation, and the bishop says that you have to move this person or close the

institution.
When people see a religious order, they see the Vatican but there is a huge gulf there.

What happens within the order is the order’s responsibility. This seperation is not built
in as a buffer. It is a different way for a group of people to express their faith.
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Brother was Irish and was there for about thirty years. He was one of the
older group of Brothers who had been there forever and for whom the college was his

life.

He was a gruff Irish man. I've wondered what training and education he probably got.
He was probably brought over from Ireland and put in charge of looking after the wee
rec. He also took over arranging the sports. He was ok, but we were never close.

| never saw much of with the young kids. He was maybe a bit shouty, but |
never heard anything about him or any suggestion about him that gave me any cause
for concern. Anyone that looks after wee kids needs a medal because even the well
behaved ones are hard work. | often felt sorry for him doing that job with the young
kids for thirty odd years.

srotter A
MFI
| am being asked about Brother_ | only knew of one Brother

when | was there so it must be the same person. The doesn’t mean anything
to me. | think his family name would have been &l He was retired when | was at

St Joseph's and had heart issues. | never heard anything about him that caused me

concern at that time.

Brother Germanus

| don’t remember Brother Germanus being there when | was there but | can see from
the list of names that | have that he was at St Joseph's the first year that | was there.
He probably supervised homework, but wouldn't have been in charge of the kids or |
would have remembered him. | remember him from Largs where he was the tailor so
made the soutanes and things, but was never in charge of the kids in St Joseph’s.
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259. Brother was very much retired and would have been in his eighties, |
think, when | was there. | never saw him with children, but he maybe did som<jjjjil]
tutoring. He would have been around for mass and things too. | was very disappointed
and saddened to hear about him being an abuser as | would have put him down as a
good old man.

260. | was disappointed to hear about Brothe MFT

. He was part of the older group of
Brothers, and was about ten years older than me. He may have been about 35 or 40
at the time | was in St Joseph’s. He ran the inters when | started, and he ran a tight
ship. | think he did a lot of shouting but | am not sure. He might have taugh-
but | can't be sure. There was nothing about him that gave me cause for concern at
the time. | didn't know him that well but we didn't need to as we worked quite
separately.

Provincial Council and abuse allegations

261. |think | was on the Provincial Council from 1981 to 1984, 1986 to 1987, 1987 to 1990
and 1990 to 1992. | may also have been on the council in some period from 1994 to
2000. These dates would need to be checked with the Marist Brothers.

262. From memory, the Provincials | recall were_
_in the early 1990s; Brother Ronnie McEwan in the late

1990s; Brother Jacques, who was Dutch, therafter; brother Joseph McKee from about
2006, and then Brother Brendan Geary from 2009 until 2019. These dates are not

exact, and exact dates could be obtained from the Marist Brothers.

263. | cannot remember details of Provincial Council meetings and the exact dates of when

| would have first heard about allegations of abuse against certain Brothers. It think it

38



264.

265.

266.

267.

268.

269.

WIT.001.002.7123

MFY SNR

was during the time that Brother was These would have been
historical ones that the police had brought forward and were looking into. That is how

the council began to deal with certain allegations .

I came to know of the names of certain alleged abusers, but | was not actively involved
in any discussions surrounding allegations of abuse when | was on the council, or any

decision making with regards the same.

| am not sure if previous Provincial Councils would have known about or heard of
allegations of abuse. If they had, | am not aware of any discussions or records kept

about it.

It would have been in the time of Brother Ronnie McEwan and Brother Brendan Geary,
that a more professional and pastoral approach would have been taken in dealing with
allegations of abuse in Britain. When approached by the police, the Brothers sought
to be co-operative, open and transparent to help with investigations.

| think the Brothers in Britain led the way to being open and transparent in dealing
with abuse allegations, instead of being hostile and in denial.

| heard about a Brother James Stephen whilst on the council. | think he was a retired
Brother at St Joseph's when | was there as a boy in the 1960s. He had ran the tuck
shop there way back in the 1960s with a woman, and | had heard that he had fathered
her child. That might have been a rumour. There had been work done in the order
offering pastoral care in the form of offering him counselling, and support, but | don’t

know the details.

Whilst | was on the council, | heard about Brother Damian being an abuser, but | don't
know details of allegations. | heard that his nickname at St Joseph's was “feel your
balls.” He helped out in the tuck shop and apparently things went on there but | don'’t
know details.
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270. Damian was the Director when | was at St Joseph’s and | never heard anything like
this about him when | was there. He was a bit odd and grumpy but | never thought
anything of it.

MFI who was one

271. | also heard about allegations of sexual abuse against Brother
of the retired Brothers when | was at St Joseph’s. Again, | don’t know any details of

allegations as | was not involved with investigation.

272. was a retired-teacher at St Joseph's when | was there, and he may have
helped tutor some of the kids but | can't be sure. | knew from my time at St Joseph's,
thatwas popular with the past pupils, and they would come and visit him at the

school.

AKV

273. | heard about and the boy,-and | remember being

shocked. | don’t remember when or how | came to know about this. | think it was
already a police issue when | heard.

274. It brought back a memory of my time at St Joseph'’s. One night, towards the end of the
year, but | don’t remember which year, Bmther had said that he was taking
-outfor dinner. | remember thinking it was a bit odd. | remembel- looked
at me and he clearly was anxious about something but | didn't ask him, and it just
passed. | think -was about to leave St Joseph’s at the time but | am not sure.

275. When | heard about the abuse -suffered at the hands of Brothe years
later, | thought back to that incident and that- was trying to tell me something
and | didn’t pick up on it. | still feel guilty about that.

276. When | started at St Joseph's and was in the smaller mids dorm,- would have

AKV
been in the big mids dorm with Brother as his board master. | never saw
anything that gave me cause for concern.
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277. | may be guessing but | think Brotherhad moved from the mids to the seniors
at the same time that- had moved from the mids to the seniors.

278. | had been a student with Brothein Marist House, Glasgow. We were very
different and didn’t share attitudes to politics and royalty; he enjoyed being a Tory. He
was, however, very good fun and a good cook. We got on ok but weren’t close.

279. | don't know who would have known that things were going on back then, but
sometimes | look back and wonder if | was stupid or naive and how could | not have

known that anything untoward was going on.

Other allegations of abuse

280. More recently, | learned about the abuse by | wasn'’t on the Provincial
Council when | learned about this. | think | heard about it in conversation from another
Brother.

281.

| was shocked when | heard about it_and from colleagues because-

_and had been in community with him in Glasgow. He

was engaging and humorous. | was shocked to hear about him being an abuser, as
was a lot of the Marist community. He was not at St Joseph's with me.

Police reporting

282. | haven't been part of any police reporting or investigations.
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