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Witness Statement of

FCA

Support person present: Yes

My name is [N 2nd | am known as S} My maiden name was [}

My date of birth is || Il 1961. My contact details are+  known to the Inquiry.

Life before going into care

I was born in || - cdinburgh. My father was || G
I 2nd my mother was | Bl They have both now passed away. | have
two sisters and a brother and they are ||| il o' N Il - B o'

| am the youngest and [JJljis about a year older than me. I'm not sure how much

older | lllland Il are, maybe three or four years.

| don’t have any memories of life with my father and mother, | just know some things
from speaking to my siblings in later life.

| don’t know where we lived, only that it was in Edinburgh somewhere. | later learned
from speaking to [Jijthat when | was one year old and [Jjwas two we all went
into a children’s home for the first time.

Our mother just didn’t have motherly instincts. Dad was a fisherman and [Jjjjijtold
me that when he was away at sea mum used to dope us with something so that we’'d
be asleep while she went out. [JJljtold me that she nearly died from whatever the
stuff was that mum had given her.
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Eventually mum pushed off to America and left all of us. | never knew her and the
only reason | know what she must look like is because I'm told that -Iooks like
her.

As big as our extended family is, none of them wanted to take us in or help and
because dad was out at sea a lot, we were all put into care. I've no idea who would

have organised it, but | would imagine it was Edinburgh Corporation or the social work.

Bl to!d me that | was mainly in care with Il although for a short time | was in a
home at Clerwood in Edinburgh on my own. She and [l had been put to
Templedean Children’s Home in Haddington and they stayed there, while- and |
were moved about different places.

At some stages - and | were put with different foster parents in Edinburgh
somewhere, but | don't remember any of that, the only ones | can remember slightly
were called Mr and MrsThey lived in a tall block of flats somewhere in
Edinburgh, | don’t know where.

| liked Mr [} he was always gentle and kind, but Mrs [[lll didn't like us. | don't
know why. Her son was also in the house and they had a black dog called Mandy,
which | think was a poodle. The house was always immaculate and | remember-
and | slept in a bunkbed and that the room was always cold.

| don’t know how old | would have been or how long we were there, possibly a couple
of weeks, maybe longer, but it was not a happy experience. | don’t think Mrs sl

liked children, although her husband did. He was always cuddling -and | and if
we were watching the telly there was always one of us at each side of him on the sofa.

If it was just Mrs [gill] at home we were either in our rooms or sitting down and not
talking. If we did talk, Mrs would get a bar of green ‘Fairy’ soap, prise our mouths
open and rub our teeth with the soap. She would also lock us in a broom cupboard in
the kitchen. She was a strange person.
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We weren't allowed to stay indoors, we were always sent outside. | remember one
time | was out playing and when | went back [jjfjwas standing at the door wearing
my dress and crying. Mrs had dressed [Jijin my clothing and put him outside
to play. That was mean and | felt sorry for him so we swapped our clothes.

A woman, who was possibly called Mrs Wilson and was from social services, was
often about. | remember she put us to different places and | remember her coming to
the [iEdls to see us. | don’t know if there was ever any sort of child protection order

for us.

When | was about five years old -and | were put into Templedean Children’s Home
in Haddington where [Jjanc [ llllwere. Templedean was a girls’ school so after
just a couple of weeks -was sent to Ochil Towers School in Auchterarder and for
some reason | was sent there with him. [JJlland [ lllstayed at Templedean and

we never saw them again until | was eleven or twelve years old.

Ochil Towers School, Auchterarder
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Leaving Ochil Towers School

107. Dad took-out of Ochil Towers before me, when -was twelve or thirteen. By
that time dad had already taken [Jjjjfjand -out of Templedean as well. | wasn't
even told [JJllwas leaving, he just went one day and- later told me that he hadn't
been told either.

108. Shortly after [l left, a couple of months or thereabouts, when | was probably about
twelve, | left too and was sent to stay with Mr and Mrs [k in Edinburgh. They had

retired by that time and were staying at_ at- in Edinburgh.

109. | think the Surkamps were wanting Ochil Towers to only be for mentally or physically
handicapped children, which is what the Camphill Community is for, so all of us who

weren’t were put elsewhere.

110. I've heard of kids more recently being given money when they left care, but | got
nothing. | left Ochil Towers and was just told to get on a train to Edinburgh, even

though I'd never been on a train before.

111. | travelled to Edinburgh and Mrji2ail picked me up and that was it. He and his wife
had retired by then and | was told | was to stay with them for a few years.
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Foster care with Mr and Mrs at_ Edinburgh

When they retired, the [iZakaal had bought the [JJJlf the offices and some land at

_in- and | think | was with them for between a year-and-a-

half and two years.

It was never discussed with me, nobody asked me what | wanted. 1 must have still
been under the care of the corporation and | believe that the [l were fostering

me, but nobody actually told me and | never saw my social worker Mrs Wilson.

| was there to look after the geese, to drive the tractor, to mow the grass and to look
after the chickens. At that time, the [jkaaiall house backed onto | llPark and
every weekend | was sent up with the wheelbarrow or the tractor and trailer to pick up
all the beer bottles and rubbish that had been thrown in their garden. [f there was a
mess, | had to clean it up.

B th< 258 oranddaughter, was there as well and | always felt | was just there
to make |l ook wonderful. |l was a horrid little girl. One time | found there
was pee on my pillow and | told Mrs -about it. |thought their dog must have
done it, but that night [Jllillaughed and said she had done it. She filled my
schoolbag with cornflakes another day and | got accused of stealing them.

We were both sent to the Rudolph Steiner school in Edinburgh and | loved that school.
It was a fantastic school, except | couldn't fitin and | felt like an oddball there. | couldn’t
socialise properly with the other children. I'd never been taught what to say and what
not to say and the other kids just thought | was weird. | suppose | was, coming from
where | had.

I'm not sure where the school was, but | went there by bus and if | missed the bus I'd

have to walk home. | remember walking past the army barracks, which were possibly

the ones at Redford.
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Mr (Sl used to sit us down to do our spelling. Whenever ] got something
right she was told what a good girl she was and whenever | got something wrong Mr
23l vould slap me across the side of the head.

Dad would come and visit me at the [l and sometimes [Jjwould come as well,

although they didn’t come very often.

The school started saving up newspapers to fund a trip to Germany and | was really
excited about going until, all of a sudden, | was told | was leaving and going to stay
with my dad. Nobody told me why, but by that time Mr and Mrswere old and
they were maybe struggling to look after both [Jjjjjij and I.

Leaving foster care

| was fourteen when | was sent back to stay with my dad and by that time he had a
house at Craigshill in Livingston. [l and Il were there as well and [l was
living with an aunt in Ladywell.

| never saw anyone from the welfare or the social work department. | think that they
must have just left me in the care of my dad and had nothing more to do with me.
Again, nobody spoke to me, although they maybe spoke with dad, | don’t know. |
never understood why | was put there. I'd been in care since | was one year old and
I was put into this family environment, with people | hardly knew.

At firstlland 1 slept in bunk beds in the same room until [l got her own flat and
| got her room.

| was sent to Craigshill High School in Livingston and that was another culture shock.
It was vastly different to the Rudolph Steiner school in Edinburgh and | hardly went.
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It's only more recently that | have been able to look back and realise | was only a child
at the time. I'm still embarrassed, but | am now almost able to accept it wasn’t my
fault. It's only now that | wonder how anyone could ever harm a child as | was.

Reporting of Abuse

I've never spoken to anyone before about what happened to me. | never thought
anyone would believe me. When | was growing up, | was never able to have a proper
conversation with an adult, at school or anywhere. | always felt | was beneath people
and | didn’t think anyone would listen.

Records

Bl 2 | sent for my records and | got some, but I've not been able to look at them.
Bl has read them, although half of what | got was impossible to read. It was like
what | was given was a photocopy of a photocopy and a lot of the rest was blanked
out. They were terrible.

Secondary Institutions - to be published later

Lessons to be Learned

The only reason | have come forward to the Scottish Child Abuse Inquiry is because
what happened to me shouldn’t happen to any child. Children should be told they
have a voice. They should know that they can speak to adults and that they will be
listened to.

| had no help when | left Ochil Towers, the door was just opened and | was chucked
out. There’s much more now, but children should get more guidance. | had no contact
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with social services, perhaps the [iZaaaaldid, but | never saw anybody. Nobody spoke
to me and told me what was happening or gave me any help. | had no life skills when
| left and that’s what kids need.

A child should not be taken out of a place where they will have been institutionalised
and thrown straight into a home environment, My family were strangers to me and yet
suddenly | was taken out of a place where there were rules and regulations and put
somewhere where there was no structure. Children need structure and they need
rules.

Social services had no contact with me when | left at fourteen. Just because a child
is not in care doesn’t mean they shouldn’t be looked after. They should be checked
up on all the time until they are eighteen.

| hope there is a drastic change to the way children are looked after in care. Social
workers have an enormous workload and are expected to have empathy for each
child, but they have no back up. They need to have manageable caseloads and there
needs to be a recognition that children are our future.

Other information

My sister [l told me more recently that our father had paid for [Jlland 1 to go to
Ochil Towers. | don’t know, but | suppose he may have and he may also have got

help from the social services.

| went back to Ochil Towers once and it's still run by the Camphill Community and
looking after children with special needs. | felt so uncomfortable though because
everything had changed.

My siblings and | have all done DNA tests recently and found out that || N s
actually only s natural father. I and | had a different father, but we
never knew that before.
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| haven't spoken to my sister |l in over thirty-five years. She is a narcissist and
-and -don’t have any contact with her either.

Sometimes | wish I'd never gone to Ochil Towers and sometimes I'm glad that | did.
If | hadn't gone, | wouldn’t have the good memories of the childhood that | had, but if |
hadn’t gone | wouldn’t have the bad ones either.

| have no objection to my witness statement being published as part of the evidence
to the Inquiry. | believe the facts stated in this witness statement are true.

FCA

Signed..
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