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and toilets, same as ours. You passed the toilet and went upstairs where there was a
huge boys playroom. They had a divider so that if the staff wanted it to be quieter for
the younger boys they used this and the bigger boys had the other half of the room. |
was in the Elves initially and we shared a playroom with the Robins and the big girls
had the room at the end.

In the hall, on the left was our massive dining room. As you came out there were two
pantries, where we did all the washing up. As you came out there was a kitchen and
scullery. Right at the back were two laundry rooms.

There was a huge staircase that took you up to the next floor. From the stairs you go
up and to the right was the Elves room, which was a dormitory of six girls. Next was
the Robins room, which was a dormitory with eight girls in it. There was an adjoining
door that led to a room where a member of staff slept. The aunties that looked after
each dorm. There was auntie auntie June, auntie Jasmine and Hutchy, who
was a member of staff, she looked after me. Along the corridor was the Pixies room
then Marmagee’s entrance to her flat where we didn’t go. After this was auntie
Jasmine’s bedroom.

There were two boys rooms, senior boys and middle boys down a back staircase.
The big boys had two rooms. As you go towards the back and down a few stairs
there were two boys dormitories. On the first level was the Pixies bathroom and a
toilet on its own, then the Elves bathroom. You went up a flight of stairs and there
was most of the staff, a sewing room and the senior girls rooms. When you were old
enough you got your own room. | was an Elf initially, then in the Robins, then the
intermediates, then in the seniors. The staff addressed me as Veronica. It was
always first names.

The boys and girls were separated at night to sleep, but after tea time and once
you'd polished your shoes and done your homewaork we all played outside together.
My gang were boys and girls. There was ESIEG. 2oy
McFarlane, now Myles, IR I 2~ I ' < < d<ad now, and
._was also one of the gang.
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There were between 28 and 32 children in Baicary. Gl came having stayed with
her mother, who was on her own and mentally challenged. She took her out, put her
back in, out again, then back in. il Marjory and | are still in touch on Facebook. |
am still in touch with 4e4 too.

| had a period out of the home. | was fostered but | don't like to talk about it. | was
away from Balcary for about a year to eighteen months. | hated the foster carers. |

didn’t have any say about foster care. | was five. It was Barnardo’s decision.-

Fostor Care — r . i R I -
My foster carers were Mr and Mrs They stayed at_

-, Perth. They were Salvation Army people. They were as false as can be. |
was sort of hurt, maybe not physically, but | was hurt enough. | wasn’t allowed to eat

with them. | ate in the kitchen and they ate in the dining room. When | returned to
Balcary | was suddenly wetting the bed and wetting my pants. | wouldn’t let anyone
near me, but it went over their heads and it was put down to me just being a haughty
child.

The lived in a prefab. They had a daughter called - who was the
same age as me. You came in the back door and there was a kitchen, then the living
room, then [l bedroom, my bedroom and then theirs. Mr [l had a thing

about the bible. | had to read it for hours. | couldn't read a word.

Abuse at Mr & Mrs EEEE I @t

Mrwas handy with his belt. The worst thing he did was, he used to put his
penis just inside my bum cheeks. Nobody picked up on it. Anyone who had half a
brain, who worked in social work nowadays would pick up on it. Why would | come
back and start wetting my bed twice a night.
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| have no idea how old thewere. He was a big man to me. He's bound to
be dead by now. The abuse happened when | read the bible at the dining room
table. His wife and [Jflfwere in their rooms. | have no idea if she was aware.

Leaving foster care

| left the because | decided to run away. There was a shop on the top of a
hill and | went there and stole a box of cornish mivvies. | sat on the road eating them
thinking how | was going to get to Hawick. Mr must have called the police
and they picked me up. I've hated him all my life.

Gladys Fraser, my welfare officer took me away from them. | remember | came
home from school and she told me to get changed and pack my things. | was taken
to Douglas House at the Sick Children’s Hospital in Edinburgh. A psychiatric unit. It
had a big walled garden.

| was in Douglas House for about nine months. We stayed in the huts at the back,
There was a wonderful lady there called Sister Meechan and she put me next to her
office because | kicked off as they only had a cot for me. There was no way | was
sleeping in a cot, trapped. So she got me a bed. | saw a psychiatrist while | was
there,
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the naughty table, you had to sit at if you didn’t eat your meal. Marmagee was
always present at meal times apart from tea time.

Washing / bathing

35. We bathed six nights a week. On a Sunday, the Lord’s day, we would have a strip
wash before church. We were separated to different churches as not one church
could handle us all. Then we went to bible classes, then we'd come home to dinner,
the disgusting roast beef. We then got a story and had to sing choruses and hymns
all night.

36. You didn’t share a bath, everyone had their own bath time. But | could sit and chat to
You could talk to your mate while they bathed. The staff supervised bath times
when you were younger.

Clothing / uniform

37.  We didn't wear a uniform in Balcary. We did have school uniforms, at primary and
high school. | remember it was a green and yellow tie at primary school.

38. We would all go up to the sewing room and get kitted out with all our holiday clothes.
| waited three years for an outfit | really liked. || 20 it first. but | finally
gotit.

School

39. You'd do your chores then go to school. | went to Drumlandric St Cuthbert's primary
school. | had went to Hawick High school during nursery years. | got dissentry then
and when | went to hospital Cookie Pollock was there with her burns.

40. | stayed at Drumlandric until the end of primary then went to Hawick High school. We
walked to school. It was about a mile and a half. | always remember walking with my
mates. As we got older we would jump on the bread van that delivered to the home,
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Healthcare

We had access to doctors and a dentist. | hated the dentist. He'd come to the home

and give you a small filling with no pain relief.
Running away

I ran away once with We went into the town. A police car came and we hid
behind a van. Then | heard the police man call my name. The van had moved and
we didn't know. We were taken back to the home. That was when the Barron's
came.

Bed Wetting

| was a bed wetter. | started when | was nearly six. Every morning they would make
the bed wetter's wash our own sheets in a big Belfast sink, put them through the
mangle and hang them up. All the beds had rubber sheets on them. | wet the bed
twice a night. First time by ten at night and another time by morning. | was a bed
wetter until | left the home. There were four of us that wet the bed, ||| | | NGz

Misswas the only one who punished me for wetting the bed. She rubbed my
face and someone else’s in the wet sheets. She wasn't there long. Miss

wasn'’t an auntie. She wasn’t what we were used to but she didn’t stay long.

Friends

My friends in Balcary were the- - who killed herself,- who
had a mental age of seven, and [ who is an alcoholic and
who has a phenomenal memory. In my room was ||| | GGz T
and Marjory McFarlane. In the big room there was- -nd

_— was our friend too. He is black and we wanted to

know if his blood was red, so we all cut ourselves and became blood brothers. When
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he arrived he was crying because it was mince, tatties and peas for tea. | ate it for
him and we became friends. I'm still friends with [Jfjrow.

CClll and | were partners in crime. We'd arrange to go out at midnight and go
fishing. We went to the new police station that was being built and 1 climbed on the
crane there. Fijoulled the handle and as a result | have a scar on my leg.

Sl s mother went off and worked | i~ A merica GiEi came
back. | think her mother killed herself in the end. ||l AR
I -is name was [l He was at Baicary too. | didn't have a lot to do

with him as he was in the younger group. | went to visit EElil}in Sighthill, in

Edinburgh, when 1 left the home. She was with her mother. | just wasn't comfortable
in the house at all. Her mum was nuts.

We would go out at night to go fishing or swimming in the river. There was a salmon
run up there. Then we'd go back to the home. Usually we would get back in no
problem. When we went to the police station to play on the buildings EuZ4all was
convinced the flying squad were after us. We started running, two of us lost a slipper.
We just ran. We climbed up the kitchen, ran up the roof and climbed in the window,
then up the back stairs. [al !l over and got us caught.

Balcary was my home. || || here were rabbits and a cat and

Dobby the donkey. We used to ride Dobby. We did terrible things to him. Sometimes
we gave him a couple of victory V' sweets on a Saturday and he would jump and
dance all over the field. Most importantly there was Bruce, a golden Labrador. | told

him many stories.

During the day Marmagee was always there as well as about four staff. One for each
dormitory. They stayed in adjoining rooms from the dorms. There were no relief staff.
| would have noticed a stranger. They were all nice but Marmagee was the best one.
| had no problems with any of the staff except Miss with the wet sheets. | was
between eight and ten years old when she did this.
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Marmagee was there until | was about eleven or twelve then Stuart and Joan Barron
came. They are both dead now. They took over Marmagee's flat with their child.
Everything changed. For a start, we had a man, which was unusual.

For a short while there was a couple called ma and dad Walker who came to
Balcary. | think they came to see if they'd take over from Marmagee. To see if they
were suitable. You couldn't expect children to call you mum and dad when they've
only had Marmagee. We didn’t want to call them mum and dad. They were only
there a couple of weeks. | can’t remember when they were there exactly.

Auntie Jasmine Thompson is still in touch with us on Facebook. Mrswas the
housekeeper. She did all the sewing and sorted all your clothes out. She used to
chase us and say she'd ‘malafuster’ us if she got a hold of us. That's the only time
I've ever heard that word.

Discipline

| got the belt at school for being mischievous. You got the cane if you were naughty
at Balcary, or Bruce the Labrador's lead. Marmagee carried this out. One time | got it
on the bare bottom, well not the bare bottom but thin pyjamas. This was when we
were caught hanging out the window watching people coming to a ball. You got ten
seconds of it. | never touched my toes, my first thought was to protect my head. The

belt was worse.

The Barron’s didn't use a cane. They would embarrass you in front of everyone by
making comments about you, snide remarks. They didn’t stand a chance because
we hated them before they entered the home. They were taking Marmagee’s place. |
can honestly say he never lifted his hands to me. As far as | know he didn't believe in
the cane.

One Christmas | was in the office. | came out and Dr Methwin turned up and asked if
I'd stolen the telephone money. | asked why I'd take the telephone money and she
said, “Well, somebody stole it". This was before Christmas. In [ JJJljor my
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birthday she was still going on about it. She spoiled my day out. She eventually

apologised as she found out an older boy, _ had taken the money. |
had been in the room with him.

Abuse at Balcary House Children's Home, Hawick

| didn’t see myself as being abused while | was at Balcary. | didn't see the cane as
abuse. Everyone got it. We waited outside her office and went in one by one. | had
good friends there. The only thing that was bad was the thing with Miss nd
the urine soaked sheets.

The only person that seriously abused me was Mr EICJ] ! was so terrified that he
was going to push his penis harder. | think subconsciously | started peeing the bed

because | thought if | was so dirty nobody would touch me down there.
Leaving Balcary House Children’s Home, Hawick

| left Balcary when | was fifteen and a half. | was excited. | didn’t want to stay at

school. | sat my exams for the general education certificate. | left the home and Mrs
Fraser, my welfare officer, arranged for me to have a Mrs Mac something teach me
typing and a Mrs Petrie who put me through my English ‘O’ level. The first job | had

was in the mill in Hawick, which | did for a week. That was enough.

| was initially put into a rough hostel in Edinburgh. Martin House in Albany Street.
Miss Etheridge ran it. She was wonderful. | was in a dormitory again. | lived there

and learnt a lot of bad habits. | was there for a while. | was definitely out of control.

Secondary Institutions - to be published later
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Secondary Institutions - to be published later

While | was at borstal, Mrs Petrie, who took me for my English ‘O’ level asked
Barnardo's if she could be my main carer. So after that | spent a lot of time with her.
This started when | was at Guthries. She was my friend from then on. Her and her
husband. She came to see me every week. | wasn't abused in the borstal. | can’t
ever remember going to court but | may have.

| was in Martin House on and off for a couple of years. Barnardo's were meant to be
responsible for me until | was 21 but | never asked them for anything.

Life after being in care

| went to London and was staying at a Barnardo’s hostel. | worked for a solicitor
called Ellict McVie. | went back to Scotland because of a man, - who was
married. After a while | ll2sked if | was still with i} 1 told him | was so he
asked me to go on holiday to Germany to get away from him. | went to Germany with

-and met [ my first husband. | was twenty years old.

I saw-for six months, got married and we were together for sixteen years. |
have two children to him. -is my oldest, she is 43. My son[JJillis 41. | have
5 grandchildren and a step grandchild. The bedwetting gradually stopped. It stopped

completely when | got married. | was in a much more comfortable place.
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Records

| applied for my records about fifteen years ago and a social worker came down with
them. They were appalling. | asked who half of them were for. They weren't true. |
ripped them up and threw them in the bucket. When they changed from microfilm to
computer some people’s records were mixed up.

Lessons to be Learned

The only thing where | was concerned was that they should have known there was
something wrong with me when | came back from foster care. | was always arguing.
| was wetting the bed, wetting my knickers. These things should be picked up in a
child.

Other information

Since this has come up with the Inquiry, and Marjory and kil have texted me, it's
brought a lot of it back. | went to a reunion at Balcary last year. They are all going
back. I'm not.

| have no objection to my witness statement being published as part of the evidence

to the Inquiry. | believe the facts stated in this withess statement are true.

Signed | ... ........................cucneennntanneierneanns
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