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Scottish Child Abuse Inquiry

Witness Statement of

QAH

Support person present: Yes

vy nae o R 'y meicen nams was

My date of birth is [l 1939. My contact details are known to the Inquiry.

Life before going into care

| grew up in [ when it was still a small village. There were only 2000
inhabitants back then. | lived there until | got married. Then we bought a small house
in Paisley. My parents had twelve children altogether. | was the fourth youngest. |
went to primary school in -and secondary school in. | left school when | was
fifteen. | worked at a factory called JP Coates in Paisley for twelve years. | worked in

the office. | only left when | got married.

| always wanted to work at Quarriers. | knew Quarriers because | used to ride my
bike up around the village when | was growing up. | would tempt myself to go in and
ask them for a job. There were Quarriers adverts on at Christmas. | would watch
them with my mum. | would always tell her that one day | would work there.

When | was married the Quarriers advert came on again at Christmas time. It was
the Director of Quarriers speaking towards the camera. | said to my husband-
that | would love to work there. He said “What's stopping you?” | said “Well I'm
married now“.- said that he didn’t mind. | couldn’t believe my ears.
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or 3 months. Their role was to inspect the unit to ensure the unit was running
smoothly. This included the checking of our routines and ensuring the house parents
had the support required. If there had been a problem, | felt that Qarriers Social work
would be there to assist me or the children. Quarriers were always there and around
but there were no formal arrangements to inspect the cottages, other than what I've

said, that | can remember.
Healthcare

Dr Morris was the medical doctor for the children. Dr Davidson was a medical doctor
too but he was mainly involved with the epileptic children. There was a matron based
on site too. The children had a medical examination every year in the Elise Hospital.
At some stage the procedure changed and the children had to have their medical
examinations at the local doctor’s office. Alternatively the local doctor would come to
the cottage to do the children’s check-ups. The children were all individually seen. |
think legally it had to happen.

If there were any medical issues they would be dealt with by Matron McCreath. She
was based in the Elise hospital. If a child had measles or an infectious disease |
would take the child up to the hospital to prevent it from spreading to the other

children. The Elise was open every day except Sunday.

No child ever died in our cottage from ill-health or otherwise. There was a little boy
who had died in Cottage 33 before we arrived. His brother and sister were still there

and we cared for them. They went home to their parents eventually.

Recreation

The children were all part of one family and we would all play together. If the children
wanted to go out of the cottage with each other they could. It was a big village and

there was always something going on. There was a youth leader called
who was fantastic. The children could go to the sports centre or the youth club after
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the child was |8 I thinwas eighteen when she left us.

She was the last person to leave Quarriers.

| think Quarriers re-thought closing down the cottages and in fact decided to continue
using the cottages for large families.

Allegations by C NG

QBX was known as when she was at Quarriers. When she

QBX

married she became and then she re-married and became

QBX

We brought up like she was our own child from the age of three until she

was eighteen. She had come to us at the age of two or three. had two
sisters that were living with us. The social work department had gone through their
records and discovered that was their sister. The social work had
apparently forgotten about S and left her in a homeopathic hospital. They
asked us if we would takeand look after her and we said yes. We didn’t

have a vacancy but we took her in as an extra child.

that are contained in her
QBX

| have been read certain allegations made by [

statement to the Inquiry. My response to each allegation are as follows:
says in her statement to the inquiry “For a long time, | believed that two of the girls in
the house called - and - were my older sisters and all the others were
my foster sisters and brothers. That's what | was told and, apart from sharing a room
with my actual sisters [ and I, | was kept away from them. | think it was
because they had leaming difficulties. | didn’t have any kind of relationship with my
sisrer- when | was there because | wasn’t really allowed to. The other children
all knew who they were related to”

That is just not true. That is absolute nonsense. She even slept in the same room as

her sisters, as per our policy of keeping siblings together. When we first found out
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about being in a homeopathic hospital, we took- her older sister, to
meet her there. time in the hospital is referred to in the Social work report

dated 1993 at the 4" paragraph down on page 6. This report is in the bundle
prepared for the inquiry. We always told her who her sisters were.

She also says “/ eventually found out - and - were my real sisters
when social services gave me my birth certificate to show that | was related to them.

Even after that, Mrs \utill ./sed to say “But they’re not really your sisters because
you're different”.
That is absolute nonsense. was always aware that they were her siblings,

they shared the same surname. | know she’s also made an allegation that her and
her sisters were always treated differently because of who their mum was. | don’t

know how she can say that but also say that she didn’'t know who her sisters were.

says “My sisters and | were always the black sheep in the house and were
treated differently from the others. | don’t know why that was. It might have been
because my birth mother- was brought up in Quarriers and wasn’t highly
thought of. | think she caused a lot of trouble growing up and then turned out to be
an alcoholic and abuser. | don’t know if we were treated differently because of [}
or because we were abused and damaged children. Perhaps the other children

came from more respectable backgrounds. | just don’t know”

Nonsense. All | can say is nonsense. The photographs in the bundle show that she
was treated the same as others.

QAH iy 3
' showed favouritism towards my foster s.rsters-

-and- She didn’t allow me or -to be bridesmaids or to go to
my sister - wedding. We were still at Quarriers at the time. She had a say
because she paid for the wedding. - was the bridesmaid and - and

- went to it”

She goes on to say “‘Mrs

16



74.

WIT.003.001.7667

Nonsense. -was a bridesmaid at - choice. It wasn’t a big wedding.
-and | paid for the wedding because they couldn’t afford anything.- wanted
- They were quite close and of similar age. The girls weren'’t there because
nobody else was there. It was his mum and dad, -and |, his brother who was the

best man and- That was it.

9. says ‘1 wasn't allowed to get my ears pierced or have stylish clothing or

76.

i
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79.

hairstyles. My sisters and | were dressed in horrible clothes. When | was fifteen and
sixteen my weekends consisted of singing in a choir, which | was forced to do.
Others in the house got to wear fashionable clothing, have their hair cut stylishly and
got the latest gadgets. | remember being so excited about getting a spiral perm when
| was thirteen and | told everyone at school about it. | ended up with a hairdo like an
old woman in Coronation Street, as Mrs wouldn’t allow me to have it done.
- was allowed to get it though. | remember bursting out crying when | saw my
hair. Maybe Mrs got more money for looking after the others than she did for

n

us.

Quite honestly that is what it is all about. Money. It's what she thinks anyway.

Everything you have said there | don't recognise at all.

She also says “/ don’t remember anything special for my birthday — 13, 16th, 18th —
there was nothing. Other children were treated far better on their birthdays”.

They all got a birthday tea and birthday cake. The pictures in the bundle show that
there was birthday teas for children. There'’s also a photograph in there, under tab 2,
of her smiling with her Christmas present one year.was never treated any
differently.
QB says “Mrs was quite an abusive and aggressive person. | was
frightened of her. It's only when you grow up, you realise that the way she handled
situations was not normal. | did realise she wasn’t a nice person when | was younger

but | didn’t have anyone else”.
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That's awful.

s says “If you didn’t do what Mm wanted, you got sent to your bed.
The lights were put out and no one was allowed to come to speak to you. You never
got any warning. There was no counting to three as you do with your own children; it
was just straight to bed. Other routine punishments were clips round the ear, wee
nips, elbows to your body and wee slaps.”

That is not true. “Clips round the ear or wee slaps” never. Never once did | lift my
hand. My first training with children was at the Girl Guide cadets. They taught me
how to get attention from children and never once to lift your hand to a child. |
babysat for the Minister and never once did | lift my hand. Never to any child. | have

all these grandchildren. | wouldn’t dream of it.

She says “She used to smack me on the back of the head with the hairbrush if | said
“Ouch” when she was brushing out a knot.”

If you look at the photographs you will see thathardly had any hair at any
time so she hardly had any hair to brush let alone anything else.

“She would say “I'll give you something to cry about” and hit me. She was famous for
that. She did that to my sisters aswell’.

Lies. I'm sorry but that is all lies.

— says“She hit me one time outside the C&A shop in Glasgow because |
didn’t want the skirt she was getting me.”

| don’t remember ever taking her to C&A in Glasgow. It wasn't a shop | ever took the

children. The cooperative in Paisley yes. That's where they got a lot of their clothes.

But we never ever went to the C&A.
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She also says “It was a big horrible old fashioned thing. When she got me outside
she took my pants down and smacked me on the bum because I'd made a scene in
the shop. | was thirteen years old at the time. | think | reported it to social services
but it's not in my records.”

That's lies. I'm sorry. How would anyone smack a thirteen year old in the street? The
social work never spoke to me about her it simply didn’t happen.

e says “She smacked me hard across the face when | was fourteen for being
cheeky. | reported that to social work but nothing happened”.

Of course it didn’t happen. | don’t think the social worker even came to see her when
she was fourteen. They never spoke to me.

She also says ‘I remember running away four times to get away from her. | hid in the
graveyard. | was gone for about two or three hours each time. There is nothing in my

social work records about that”

There is nothing in the social work records because it didn't happen. There was one
time when she was sixteen. She told me that she was going out to see this boy that
she had met earlier. The general director was coming down the avenue. He said to
her “Where are you going?” and she told him that she was “just going out to meet
some friends”. She didn’t come back that night until about 8 pm. | was worried sick.
When she did come in | asked her where she had been. She said “Seeing a friend”.
That was it. She never ran away. She had nothing to run away from. She had
everything.

s says “Although Mrs didn’t know - personally from her time at
Quarriers, she knew of her. She always used to say fo me “You're going to turn out
Just like - You'll never be any better than her, you're a ‘no-user”. A lot of other
people at Quarriers said that to me too”
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Yes a lot of other people did say those things. | didn't know her mum. Her mum
came up to see maybe four times in all of her life. | never knew anything
about her mum except that she was brought up in Quarriers. | only know that
because one of the work men came in to the cottage and said “Oh no, that’s-
[l standing there looking at you”. | said that I didn’t know ||jfjand he said
“You don’t want to know her”. At Thanksgiving every year former boys and girls used
to come down to Quarriers. One woman said to me “Is that _ daughter? |
pity you. She was in our house and gave us a terrible time.” That is all | know about

She goes on to say “When people say these things you start to believe them. She
also used to say to me “No wonder your mother and father never wanted you.” A lot
of the things she said were really hurtful.”

Lies. Her mother was never visited. | think | can count on one hand the number of
times- came to visit. There were people at Quarriers who knew that
mother was - who had also been a child at Quarriers. She left before | started
working at Quarriers. | understand that people did used to say things about her
mother, but my response was always to say “That is very unfair. | don’t think you
should say that about her mother, it could be very hurtful”. That was my reaction. |
thought it was unfair to say anything about her mother. She was only a wee girl and
she didn’t know her mother.

One time that- did visit that stands out in my mind was when she turned up with

a black eye. Our boys were all whispering “Oooh she’s got a black eye” and poor
wee - said “She’s only got one”.

e says “‘Mrs |Gl thought of me as a troublemaker. It says it in my records

that | was a problem child. That came from her not social services. It’s in the records
that | had to be told repeatedly what to do, that | was unpopular with the older
children in the village because | meddled in everyone’s business. | was only nine at

the time. It seems from my school records that | was great there though.”
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It's rubbish. I'm sorry, that’s all | can think of to say. | never referred to her as a
problem child. | knew that she was quite clever at School and we always supported
her in that.

She says ‘I tried to tell Mrs for a long time that | was being bullied at school

but she never believed me and used to say that | was talking rubbish”.

That's not true. There was one time when | was sent for by the headmaster of the
school. He said that was getting into a bit of bother in school. He said that
she was hanging around with a crowd and they were obviously not her “type”. He
said that she was “obviously in a different class from them”. By “different class” |
think he meant that she was copying the people that she was working with and
getting herself into trouble at school. He never said what the trouble was. He said he
knew what her upbringing was and that she was in the wrong company. He said that
she had been with the school for a few years so | think she was about fifteen. I'm not

sure.

QBX says “l was bullied because of how | was dressed and wasn't allowed to do
things after school. | used to have to give the bullies my dinner money and do their

punishment exercises. | used to skip off school because of it.”

It's the first I've ever heard of it. The school got on to me when they thought they saw
a change in her so | think they would have got in touch if she was dodging school.
She was as Port Glasgow High School which was quite a strict school.

She says “In third year a girl punched me when | was standing at the bus stop and |
battered her. | had to learn to stick up for myself. | tried to explain to Mrs Saullthat
this was one of the people who had been bullying me for three years and she said “I
don’t care, you're such an embarrassment”,

That's not true. | didn't know that [ggSEEEI and this gir | hac fiohts or
anything until two or three days later. It must have happened on one of my days off.
If it had happened when | was there | would have known. | spoke to||| | | [ |GGz
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and she said “| don’t know what she was playing at”. | think_got SO
fed up of listening to she gave her back what she deserved. That's all |

know about that.

She says “She [Mrs|galllll] was more interested in herself than me. | got put to bed
and wasn'’t allowed out, which didn’t really bother me as it meant | got out of doing
church stuff for a week.”

109. was desperate to go to church. Church stuff was when we all went to

110.

L

112.

113.

church together. They all loved church in those days. The minister there was all
geared up for children. The place was packed to capacity upstairs and downstairs.
People from Kilmacolm. People from Bridge of Weir. They all came and joined the
morning service on Sundays. We all went. No one ever refused to go. The service
was geared around them. They all quite enjoyed the church services.

i says “l remember sneaking a pair of Bermuda shorts into my bag to wear
to school on a roasting hot day. Everyone in my year was wearing them at the time
and | had to wear a skirt which came down to my ankles. | thought | would be the
bee’s knees that day and no one would bully me because | would be wearing the
same as everybody else. Mrs Gaalknew what | had done and rather than coming
to me she went to the headmaster and | was called out of class to his office. There
she was sitting in his office with my school skirt, which she made me put on. When |
got home that day she went on about me being an embarrassment to her and how |
was going to end like my mother”.

Where did she get them from? lIts lies. | can’t accept this. | never lifted my hand to
any of those children in all my life.

QAH

She also says “/ remember reporting to social services that Mrs had smacked

me across the face when | was fourteen.”

| didn't do it. | just didn’t do it.
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She goes on to say “Other people had already made reports about her. It’s in my
records. | don’t know who | spoke to. They spoke to her but nothing happened. |
believe some of the younger generation after me reported her too but nothing was
done either. Mrs Gallis very manipulative and could convince people that others
were liars. People thought she was a good Christian woman. Also, | had been made
out to be a problem child who caused trouble so that’s how she could get around it.

QAH

But why was | a problem child? Did anyone ever think about that? Mrs would

make me out to be bad so she could look good.”

Unbelievable. Absolutely unbelievable. | always knew that she could make up stories
but | never thought they were as evil as that.

S goes on to say “My records show that | reported Mrs|gaalllagain to social
services in 1990. | was seventeen.”

A man came to the door one day. He said that he was from social work and wanted
to see where slept, what room she had, to look at her clothes etc. |
had to show him her bedroom where she slept. He said it was fine and that “It was
time she was out”. | just looked at him and thought “Oh well”. Nothing else was said.

| then got a phonecall from the social work in Renfrew to come down to see them

and to take with me. | didn’t know what | was coming for. By this time
had gone to Renfrew and met this guy who beat her up on several

occasions. She wouldn't listen to any advice to not go near him. The social worker
was asking about her and when she was going back home. He asked if | would take
her back home with me. | said “Yes but only if she gives up the boyfriend. I'm not
bringing her home if that guy is beating her up”. The social worker spoke to her in

front of me and said if he’s done it once he will do it again. Why are you
allowing it?”. She argued with him. | said I'm sorry dear, your room is

there, your bed is there but | am not entertaining that man”. And that was it. That
finished it.
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GRK stayed in Renfrew for years after that. She called me and said that she had

met a nice man. He was older but really nice. She said that she had gone to stay
with him. A few months later | got a phone call from her at two o’clock in the morning.
She was screaming and crying her eyes out. | said “What's wrong with you now
". She said ] has just battered me. We were at this pub and his ex-wife
was there. He sat and talked to her all night and left me. So | left them. | took the
keys and locked the door. | wouldn't let them in. At two o’clock in the morning he
came back to his house and battered the door until he got in". | think he obviously
beat her up. So she phoned me. | said it's two o'clock in the morning. All |
can do is phone the police and let them know”. She did phone the police. They
asked her where she stayed. She wasn’t coming to Quarriers. She said that she had
a brother in Renfrew. It wasn't her brother. It was one of my oldest boys that she had
grown up with. The police turned up on his neighbours doorstep at two o’clock in the
morning. He was furious. He said “Don’t you EVER come near me again”. That was
it.
= also says “/ phoned and told them that she’d hit me and been saying hurtful
things to me about- | don’t remember anything being done about that”.

It's lies. It wasn't anything to do with - It was to do with this man.

She says “My time in care was just awful. | was mentally and emotionally abused
and | don’t think it is ever going to leave my head. It is always going to be stuck

there”.

| don’t know what to say to that. | honestly don’t know what to say. The only thing |
can say is it's not true. | just can't understand, it just doesn’t make sense, if she says
that she was afraid of me and couldn’t speak to me, why did she stay with us for so
long and then continue to visit us with her husbands and children for years
afterwards. Al the family, including myself, attended the baptism of her son i}
who is now about 11.
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We had several meetings in Glasgow with Maureen and the children. We had bought
the house and asked the children to come and help us with the bedrooms etc. The
meetings in Glasgow continued. On the day that we finally moved into the house we
found out that we were allowed to foster the children. The kids were all jumping for

joy. We still have all of the children in our lives. All except one of them is married.

Records

| have shown the Inquiry a folder containing a number of documents and
photographs that | would like to be included as part of my evidence. The folder index

contains seven items.

There is a social work assessment report by Maureen Corrance dated 21st July
1993. She was the local authority social worker that asked if - and | would foster a

family of five children as we left Quarriers. On page 6 paragraph 4 there is a section

that details my relationship with It states:

aged twenty, younger sister of Gl left the applicants care about a
year ago. She came to them at the age of three, already very damaged having spent
a long period forgotten in a children’s hospital in Glasgow. Although a bright girl,
i seemed to gravitate to friends and company where she ended up having
difficulties. Prior to her leaving home she spent most weekends living with a
boyfriend and his family who seemed to use her and obtain money from her.
i insisted that she wanted her own tenancy and she left to live with |||l
This caused both and - a lot of pain and they continue to be very anxious
about her. will telephone daily and - and -
support her with financial help; they buy her clothes and often take her for days out
and she is included in the family. el and Il always emphasise the positives
about her generosity towards the younger children; and her sense of spirit
and fun. They have made a conscious painful decision not to ask her to return home
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when they move house. They do not believe that she would settle and feel that it is

too late for a return home but they will always support her and offer help.”

| have shown the inquiry some photographs of

The first photograph is of a Christmas when we were all together. We are all sitting
at the table having Christmas dinner. At the bottom right hand side of the photograph
is Her head is looking up the table. One of my assistants is
sitting next to her on one side and one of my boys is sitting next to her on the other
side.

There is a second photograph of another Christmas. The boys are not there.

GE is in the corner sat next to me. | was at the head of the table

and she always came to sit next to me.

There is a picture of six children. On the bottom left hand side of the photograph is a

girl wearing glasses. That is Behind her is her big sister
- The girl in the other corner in black and red is -- is also in

the photo along with a wee boy and my niece.

There is a picture of two girls and on the left hand side is a girl in brownies uniform.

There is a photograph from our oldest boy’s wedding. is the

young girl on the left hand side wearing glasses.

There is another wedding photograph of my daughter's wedding with

QBX . .
as a bridesmaid.

There is a photograph of us all on an outing somewhere. is
the one holding a baby. sister-is in black and white. Her sister

- is on the left hand side wearing a tracksuit.
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QBX
There is a photograph of _ wearing her school uniform. There is

also a photograph of her in her primary school uniform. There is also a photograph of

a her going to nursery.

There are some extra black and white photographs of children dressed up as
firemen and policemen. It was for the fancy dress parade in the summer.

QBk and her sister‘s- and- are all there.

There are also two letters from ||| ] ]l She was the mother of one of the
first family's we looked after at Quarriers. She wrote to us after her children had
returned to her care. One letter is dated 16™ January 1974 and the other is dated
201 April 1980.

There is also a loose newspaper article clipping from Scotland on Sunday on the-
B s o ited T . /< oticle is about
[l and | and there is a photograph of me with six children. On the left hand side of
the photograph going up the stairs, second on the left, is a girl in glasses. That is

She is next to her sisters- and -

I am still in possession of these items and would be able to provide them to the
Inquiry.

Final Statement

| could give the details of 6 girls and 6 boys who lived in Cottage 33 with SRR
They are all married and have their own families. They will always be grateful for the
care they received from -and |. They see us as their parents and their children as
our grandchildren. It has been very difficult to hide these allegation from them. As a
woman who is due to be 80 in March in poor health, | now suffer from extreme
anxiety and have required a prescription for sleep medication from my GP because
of this situation. I am not sure of my ability to cope should | be asked to give
evidence to the Inquiry.
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Other information

147. - and | fostered five boys and nine girls. Between them we have 23 grandchildren.
They all still come to see us and are very much part of our family so | couldn’t have
been all that bad could 1?

148. - who is the daughter of -, who we discussed at paragraph 18 of this
statement, still lives with -and me. We took her home from the hospital after
- gave birth. She’s lived with us for the best part of 30 years.

1. | have no objection to my witness statement being published as part of the evidence
to the Inquiry. | believe the facts stated in this witness statement are true.

QAH

Signed

Datedle/gs
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