Scottish Child Abuse Inquiry

Witness Statement of

DZK

Support person present: No.

My name isYA/III Vv date of birth is || 1969. My contact details

are known to the Inquiry.

Life before going to Fettes College

| grew up in rural South-West Scotland. My parents were [l and || . | went
to IINIEBE Primary School but when | finished my primary education my parents
decided that | should go to Fettes as there were no real alternatives locally that did A
Levels. My father had gone to a boarding school and that may also have influenced

their decision.
Fettes College

| went to Fettes in September 1979 at the age of ten. | don’t really recall my first day
there other than the fact that, for the first few days, | was really homesick. | was in the
junior school and we didn't interact with the senior school. We were separated from
the main school by the sport’s pitches. | stayed in the headmaster's house, and we

stayed in two dorms of six plus two other boys in a twin-room.

There were fourteen of us and all the boys in the dorm were across two year groups
of about ten to twelve years of age. In the dorm we would have three bunk-beds, a set

of drawers each, maybe a wardrobe and pegs to hang our clothes. You were allowed
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excuse what happened. | am also confident that the teachers can be identified if the
Inquiry wishes. | have given dates which will enable the school to identify them if it

wishes to. | will leave that judgement to others to determine.

The overall point is that the environment of the school was conducive to bullying. It
did not encourage it, but it did nothing to identify and stop it. No guidance was given
to senior students with positions of responsibility as to what was acceptable and what
was not. No guidance was given to the broader student body as to how we should
behave and what we could do if we were unhappy with behaviour. We lived in this
place 24/7. We had no-where to turn to.

| have said it before and | will say it again, there was a conduct that was akin to what
| understand is the norm in prison — do not grass. No other code of conduct was ever
given to us by the school. The teaching staff could have provided more guidance,
undertaken more supervision of free time, made more of an effort to understand how
we were feeling and what was actually going on in boarding houses when lessons and
sport were over. The school’s failure to do this, and thus to create an environment in
which bullying behaviour could carry on unchecked, is the failure that | would like

recognised.

| have no objection to my witness statement being published as part of the evidence

to the Inquiry. | believe the facts stated in this witness statement are true.
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