Scottish Child Abuse Inquiry

Witness Statement of

EEF

Support person present: No

My full name is My name at birth and on my birth certificate
was iGN Gl 25 my oiven Christian name at my confirmation. My

date of birth is_1948. My contact details are known to the Inquiry.

Life before going into care

| have no memories of my family and early life, but | have discovered things later in
life, as an adult.

| know that | was from a strong Catholic family that lived in Glasgow. My mother was
called_ My birth certificate reads that my father was killed in action in
1944, although | was born in 1948, four years after his death. This must refer to my
mother’s husband who was killed in the last days of the war.

My mother had a legitimate son with her husband, called [ who was about six
years older than me. After she was widowed, she turned to drink to deal with what had
happened and the lonely future ahead. In the years following her husband’s death,
she had two illegitimate children. | was one of them and my sister,- was born
a year after me.
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My mother was drinking a lot and she left us and ran away to London in 1952. Her
family made the decision that they couldn’t look after us all. They kept our older,
legitimate brother, and my sister and | were put into the care of Glasgow Corporation,
who fostered us out separately.

| was separated from all of my family when | was about five years old and | had no
memory of them. | grew up thinking | didn’t have a family.

Fostor are - rs S I

| remember the train journey going north to my foster mother’s house and changing
trains at Aberdeen. A very stout lady took me on the train and to the house. She must
have been from Glasgow Corporation. She handed me over to my foster mother and
| never saw her again.

| remember crawling under a table when | got there and apparently | cried for two days.

| was placed into the care of a 78 year old lady who | had to care for. | believe she had
fostered for many years. Her husband had died young and fostering was her way to

keep busy and get some money.

There were five foster kids in the house, including me. | had four older foster brothers,
and | was the youngest by six years so they were all much older than me. They were
good with me. They gradually moved out as they got older and got jobs. She also had
her own biological son, who was a farmer. | only saw him about once a year when he
would come round for food.

My childhood was rough and ready. | was led to believe that | was an orphan and had
no family or relations at all.
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When I was growing up, | had to do all the household chores because my foster mother
was unable to do them because of her age. | scrubbed the floors, did the dusting,
washing, ironing, bringing in the coal, and collecting driftwood from the beach every
day after school to keep the fires burning.

| was not allowed to go and play until all the chores were completed. | can't recall any
other child in the community having to do these kind of chores in their homes. | was
looked down on by all of my school friends and other children as the poor boy in the
community.

| was good at sports so | was always picked first for any team. Everybody wanted me
in their team for football, running, tig or anything else. | had to play all those games in
heavy, black, leather boots with steel heels and toe undersides with studs on the
bottom.

| never received or owned a pair of shoes other than the tackity boots. | got a package
once a year from Glasgow Corporation with new boots and that is all | got from them
in all the time that | was fostered out.

The community boys gave me the nick name of the ‘ because shopping
would be delivered by horse and cart in those days, and they thought | sounded like
-with my loud, tackity boots and they could hear me coming from a distance.

I know Glasgow Corporation sent money to my foster mother because | remember her
talking to my older foster brothers about getting the money monthly. She used that
money for household costs and | never got anything.

When | became of age for secondary school, | had to walk two miles each way to the
Catholic School. We had no spare money for bus fares. Rain or shine, | was kicked
out of the door every morning and would be grateful when | saw the school gates for
warmth and security.
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| recall being sent to the local shop for goods without a coin to pay for them. | was
refused on one occasion. Mum moved faster that day than | ever saw her move. She
went to the shop and got the messages, and the bill was paid at the end of the month

as usual.

In those days, holidays was just a word for being off school. | would usually be made
to do potato picking in the fields for some exira money for the house.

Nobody from Glasgow Corporation ever came to visit me. Nobody came to see how |
was living or to ask if | was ok.

Everyone called me ‘SJJJJ] as a nickname, and because | had never seen my birth
certificate or been told otherwise, | thought my name was

I was good at football and the school wanted me to play for the village, but my foster
mother wouldn’t understand because she felt that | had my duties around the house
that | should have been doing.

On a few special occasions when a football match was to be played after school, |
would throw my school bag in through the house door and run out to play. | knew |
would get a horrendous beating from my foster mother with a washing stick later, for
not doing the chores, but it was worth it to play. That was just the way it was.

The beatings from my foster mother happened mostly when | was in secondary
because that was when | was making the decision to not do my chores and go and
play football instead.

Nobody knew what was happening at home.

We lived near the harbour and sometimes if you shouted to a boat, the crawlers would
take you out with them, and you could have a day out and give them a hand. One day
it was a very hot day, and | took my shirt off and the one of the men was a bit taken
aback because he saw the marks on my back. | just shrugged it off.
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| also spoke to other boys who were saying I'd be alright there if | liked sport. | felt like
| had gotten out of purgatory and into heaven. | had immediate good vibrations on the
day of arrival.

There were two houses, the Stewart House and the Ramsay House. | think they were
only really used for different sports groups, to create a bit of competition.

| have learned as an adult that there were about fifty boys in the whole school. The
boys all had their own clothes peg with their numbers, and | was number.and | only
remember there being -pegs after mine.

Some were in there because they were orphans, some had been in care already, and
some because they had gotten into trouble.

There were six Christian Brothers, who ranged in age from approximately thirty to
seventy. There were only six of them to run the whole school, along with the female
secretary.

Brotherjiss was who was_. Brother Nugent was the

oldest there. He was about 78 to 80 years old. He was always available to sit and have
a chat to about anything. He probably had more time and less duties than others.
There was also a Brother

The Brothers had their own rooms upstairs, which were reached by a circular
staircase. | don't remember any boys ever going up there. We took that to be their
quarters.

Routine at St Ninian’s

The bedrooms could have up to five boys in a room. There were four to five beds in
the dormitory that | was in. | must have moved dormitories in the time that | was there.

| think there were mixed ages in the dormitory.
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We were woken up in the morning at about 7.30 am by one of the brothers chapping
on the door and shouting at us to get up.

Then we went along the corridor to the washroom and waited in line to get washed.
We went back into our bedroom to get dressed then headed to the dining room to have
breakfast at about 8 am.

We all then had cleaning duties that we had to do before going to school. We had
classes until lunchtime, and then again after lunch and into the afternoon.

After school, we had a short break before having an hour to do homework, which we

did in the classrooms.

Then we had an hour or two free time in the evening to do what we wanted. There
were lots of sports and activities you could choose from.

It was then prayer time, and then we would queue to shower, which was an open
shower block. You would queue and as soon as somebody walked out from under a
shower, someone else would go in.

Showers were monitored by Brother He wasn’t in the shower room all the
time, but he would be around. | think he was there just to make sure boys didn’t jump
the queue.

Then we went into our dormitories to go to bed. The house was shut down at 9 pm
every night and that was bedtime. A bell rang to tell us it was time to get into bed.

Brother [l s duties included the dormitory watch at night, and his bedroom was
to the side of the dormitory. After lights out, he would be seen wandering through the
dormitories with his flash light, checking that all the boys had settied down for the night.
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There were lots of sports available, which | loved. We played outdoor games like
football, rugby and cross country running in the winter, as well as athletics, cricket and
tennis in the summer. There were sports | had never seen, like lawn croquet but | was

quick to learn.

we played | - ¢ Gothe would teach it

because it was his sport.

Indoor games were also always available in winter and on wet weather days. These
included things like chess, draughts, table tennis, or five a side football in the gym. We
could also watch television, read a book or do pottery and model building.

Competitions were organised regularly to encourage competitive spirit, which worked.

My sporting skills were recognised soon after | arrived at the school, and | was elected
house captain of the -House. Being captain had no significance. | can think of
no occasion when the title was used or recognised, but | enjoyed having it.

We also had four hours on a Sunday to do what we wanted, including leaving the
grounds and going out.

We had a film night once a month. Some lucky lads would get to decide what film we
all watched.

Chores

Everybody had cleaning duties to do. Each person had an area allocated to them that
they had to clean. There was time available after breakfast when we were required to
do this.

The chores could include dusting your area, cleaning, or polishing the floors with the
big heavy weight bumper. You would spend about twenty minutes to half an hour doing
this.
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Healthcare

If you got ill or hurt, you would just report to one of the Brothers. There wasn't a nurse
or matron, so you would just speak to one of the Brothers and they would administer

any first aid or give you a tablet if you had a headache.

The Brothers would take a boy to the doctor or hospital if that was needed. | can't
recall ever being ill or hurt, or needing to go to the doctor or to hospital. | never visited
a dentist in the time that | was there.

| recall one incident when playing rugby where a young boy was seriously injured. He
was a very active boy, and he ran into another boy who was running with the ball and
ended up getting kicked in the head. He went to hospital and then to a mental hospital.
| was about thirteen years old when this happened.

| was asked to go and visit him in the mental hospital, which 1 did. | think | was asked
because we were both part of the -House. | remember it because he wasn't
quite himself when | saw him. The boy never ended up coming back to school and
died. | don’t remember his name.

Discipline and punishment

Arguments and fights would break out between the boys, which was bound to happen
with fifty or so young boys together. Most of the time the older boys would break it up
and that would be the end, but sometimes the Brothers would see it.

The Brothers would call a full hearing to find out who was at fault, and then the strap

would be distributed to the guilty party on their hand. Brotherwouid normally do
the investigating and he would be the one who dished out the punishment.
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The strap was used on the hand, and it was no worse than punishment | had seen at
previous schools | had attended before going to St Ninian's. It was common practise
across the whole country at that time. However, this often led to boys feeling hard
done by and a break out would follow, where some boys would run away and try to
get back to their home town, to their family and friends.

The boys were always caught and brought back by the police. When they got back,
they would get six smacks on the bare bum as a punishment at night. | have no idea

why it was on the bare bum because the pyjamas were not thick.

The smacks would be within ear shot of the boys in the dormitory, and were always
given by BrotherjAsl} He was about thirty years old and very physical, like an ex
rugby player. He was the strongest Brother there so it was a deterrent from running
away to get the strongest Brother in there to smack you as a punishment.

My home in-was well over a hundred miles away, and | knew | would get
an even harder beating from my mum if | made it home, so | never ran away.

If there were two boys who just couldn't get on, they could go to the Brothers and say
they wanted to fight it out in the boxing ring. The Brothers would put them in a boxing
ring and tell them to fight it out properly if they wanted to. They would then fight and
as soon as one of them went down, it was broken up and that was the end of it.

I never fought anyone in the boxing ring. | was too wise for that.

Abuse at St Ninian’s

| didn’t witness anything that | consider to be abuse.
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There were nights when | just went straight to sleep and didn’'t see anything. Other
nights, | would be awake or wake up to seeing brother walking around with a
flashlight. | just thought that he was walking around and checking that everyone was
asleep.

If someone did have a concern, the Brothers were always available to talk to. You
could talk to them if you had any concern and they listened. The younger boys were
always keen to walk alongside the Brother and talk to him when we were out walking,
so we were all comfortable with the Brothers. | did that when | was younger too. As
you got older, you wanted to walk with your friends.

As you got older, you would sometimes be able to chat to the Brothers as peers. They
would open up to you about their life and why they chose to become a Brother and
would be open and honest with you. The boys were comfortable with the Brothers so
they would have been able to share with them if anything bad was going on.

Leaving St Ninian’s

When | was fifteen years old, it was time to leave St Ninian’s. | had seen boys leave
before me and saw that some went home to their family, and some went into the army.
When it was my time, Brother one of the senior Brothers, asked to have a word

with me.

He sat me down, like a father would, to discuss my future and where | saw myself
going after | left. | said | hadn’t given it much thought. He explained that my foster
mother's health was failing and unemployment was high back home. He
recommended that | join the infantry junior leaders battalion of the British Army, which
| did.
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| told my mother that | would be joining the army but that | would be coming back

whenever | was on leave.

When the day came to leave St Ninian’s, | got a train and was met by the army at the
other side, who took me to the barracks.

Life after being in care

| had joined the boy soldiers on the advice of the Christian Brothers and signed up
using the name [§iJffbecause | thought it was my name. They later informed me

my name was actually Sl but let me keep it as I which | have used

since.

| settled into the army. There was a lot of physical training and sports, which suited me

well.

A few months after joining the army, someone informed me that my mother was ill so
| got leave and went home. She was in hospital and she died soon after. | like to think
that she held on until she knew that my future was secure before she passed over.

| was fifteen years old without a friend or relative in the world. | was on my own with
no place to call home and nowhere to go when | got leave from the army.

The education and the grounding that the Christian Brothers gave me in those few
years at St Ninian's was to guild my path in life.

| did three years as a boy solider. At eighteen years old, | joined the regiment in

Edinburgh and did a year of Castle Guard duties at Edinburgh, Balmoral and Holyrood
Castles.
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Final thoughts

Glasgow Corporation never visited me the whole time | was in care. Other than taking
me to my foster mother and then to St Ninian’s. They had nothing to do with me and
should have been checking up on me.

Once | left care at fifteen years old, | was on my own. Nobody followed up to see if |

was ok. | was alone in the world.

| read in the papers and saw the news about the alleged scandals of child abuse that
went on at St Ninian’s, Falklands, in the years gone by. It pains my heart to think that
this may be true. Personally, | would hurt for the boys who have to carry that through
their lives, and secondly, and no less importantly, for the honour of those wonderful
Christian Brothers who sacrificed their lives to help boys like me. Their honour and
memory is now being trampled into the ground because of a few alleged, unscrupulous
people.

| feel that if boys were abused then it is horrifying for them to have to carry that through
life, but it was one bad apple, it doesn’t make all the Christian Brothers bad. Some of
them gave their whole lives to their work and it would be a shame to have all of that
destroyed because of what one or two devious people did.

The fantastic work and sacrifice made by many Christian Brothers over the years
should be recognised, as well as the gratitude that many boys, like myself, hold for

them for the great example that many of them gave to young, innocent boys.

| have no objection to my witness statement being published as part of the evidence

to the Inquiry. | believe the facts stated in this witness statement are true.
EEF

Dated................. Ab = 8 = 202
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