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Scottish Child Abuse Inquiry

Witness Statement of

GEU

Support person present: No

1. Myname is BoulEI. Vy date of birth is [ 1955 My contact details

are known to the inquiry.

Background

2. My father's name was | Bl For most of his life, he was a doctor in the army.
He was a graduate of Edinburgh University. My mother's name was |||} NN
I but she was known as|ll She was from East Kilbride and trained
at the Victoria Hospital in Glasgow. She then joined the army as a nursing sister. She
met my father out in Malaya, which is where | was born. My parents moved around
various garrison towns, at home and abroad. They retired to Edinburgh and have both
died now.

3.  lamthe eldest of four siblings. | have two brothers, Il and I and a sister,
-. All my younger siblings also went to Morrison’s Academy. - and
I v< in Edinburgh and [l ives in San Diego. | was nine months old when
my parents left Malaya. We then lived in various locations in the UK until my father
was posted back to Malaya. That was when the question of boarding school came up,
as my parents weren’'t impressed with the military school in Malaya. They started to
think about how | was going to get a decent education and | was sent to primary school
in Helensburgh.
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parents had with the school. If it was good enough for them, it was good enough for
my parents. It was a rotten decision, but my parents were naive at that point.

| didn’t sit an entrance exam for Morrison’s, but | did visit on one occasion before |
started. | went there with my father and met the rector, Mr J.E.G. Quick. The meeting
was more to satisfy my father than me and | wasn’t given any information about the
school. Both my brothers and my sister started at Morrison’s some time after me.

Morrison’s Academy, Ferntower Road, Crieff, Perthshire

| started at Morrison’s for my first year of secondary school. | was twelve years old.
The school building was a neo-Jacobean, Victorian build. It was in a nice, leafy
residential area of Crieff, up the hill from the town centre. | think there were between
four and six hundred children in the school. There was a primary and a secondary
school with well-populated classes throughout. At that time, the boys’ and the girls’
schools were separate but all within the same compound. The four primary school
forms were also in a separate building. | think the majority of pupils were day pupils,
but there was a substantial number of boarders. The boarding houses were tied to the
school. The housemasters and housemistresses were often teachers taken from the
school.

The boys’ boarding houses | can remember are Glenearn, Dalmhor, Avondale and
Academy House. | do remember that Academy House had a reputation for being the
toughest house. The girls’ boarding houses were Benheath, Ogilvie and Newstead.
The boarding houses were big, residential properties scattered around Crieff. | was in
Academy House for my entire seven years at Morrison’s. There were about 32 or 33
boys there at any one time.

RZB was the housemaster for the entire time that | was in Academy

House. He was married and had an apartment in the boarding house building, but his

wife took no part in the activities of the house. They had_ When |
was in about fourth year, I 2sked me if | would take his son to the cinema.
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| think [l eventually went through Morrison’s as a pupil. | believe there was a
matron in the house, but | cannot picture any of them. | think they had so little bearing
on day to day life that | can’t recall them at all.

Academy House was an old building with a modern extension built upon two floors. It
was separate from the main school building, which was across a road and through a
side gate. The boarding house had its own dining room on the ground floor. On the
top floor of the extension there was a common room where we did our prep and kept
our school books. It had single desks stacked up around the sides, which were laid
out at prep time. Below the common room was the locker room, where we kept our
shoes and games kit. There was a drying room and a toilet block.

Routine at Morrison’s
First day

To learn discipline, when we arrived at Academy House we were paired with an
experienced junior boy. If you contravened the rules in the first week, your buddy took
the punishment so it was up to your buddy to keep you on the straight and narrow. In
the second week, you were both punished. After the first two weeks, you were on your

own.

| remain close friends with [SSIIIIIIE The closeness was there from the first day
at boarding school when we were both sitting on our beds. We realised that both of
our fathers were doctors and our mothers were nurses, having both trained at the
Victoria in Glasgow.

Mornings and bedtime

Academy House had four dormitories and a separate single room for the head boy of

the house. We had the old-style, metal beds that you might have seen in a hospital at
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that time. We each had a bedside locker. There were no cupboards or wardrobes for
our clothes, which were kept downstairs in the matron’s room.

If you were in the junior dorm, [l would appear outside with his handheld
bell and brass clacker at 7:25 am. He would ring the bell and we then had about five
minutes to get up, get to the bathroom, get washed and get out. It was the duty of one
of the younger boys to then take the brass bell and wake up dorm three at 7:30 am,
dorm two at 7:35 am and the head boy, senior dorm and prefects at 7:40 am. The bell
boy duty was on rotation. This was a problem for some of the very new boys because
they didn't know how to read a clock. Within the first two weeks, their buddy would
help them. After that time, they were by themselves trying to read the clock which
caused some problems from time to time. We also made our own beds, but I'm not
sure whether we did that before or after breakfast.

| can’t remember what time we went to bed at, but it would have been early. The
prefect in charge of the dormitory was left to supervise the boys at night. | remember
one boy wetting the bed on several occasions. I Would sweep in with a
new set of bedding and change the bed. The poor child would be sent off to get new
pyjamas and sent back to bed again. | remember that happening during the night, but
| also recall discoveries of his wet bed in the morning as well. Those occasions were
less visible to me because | would have made my bed and gone. There was no formal
punishment for wetting the bed, but there was public humiliation. News would spread
through the house so it wasn’t a secret. There was a younger boy who was known as
‘Pee Wee'’ because of occasional bed wetting.

Mealtimes/food

We had all our meals in the boarding house. We were all in the same dining hall
together, including the housemaster, [ There was a smaller table in the
bay window where the primary school age boys sat with the matron. There were two
longer tables, one for the junior boys, which had a prefect at its head and one for more
senior boys. There was then a slightly set apart smaller table, wheresat
with the prefects.
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Most of the boys seemed to be in a state of perpetual starvation. The food wasn’t good
quality. Eating was a problem for some of us. There was some fairly vile stuff served
up, but the expectation was that we would eat everything on the plate. It was an
obsession that had probably derived from the Second World War. The prefect at the
head of the junior boys’ table would be hurrying along anybody who was being slow,
to eat it all, get a move on or else.

Washing and bathing

There were about four or five sinks in a row in the bathroom. On the other side of the
bathroom there were two baths. There was a bath rota pinned on the wall. | think we
were on the list for about two baths a week. | think we had fresh water, but we were
discouraged from filling the bath too full. Bath time wasn't supervised, although
A -ruised by now and again to check bath time was happening.

School

School took place in the main Victorian school building, which was in its own large
compound. There were several buildings on the school compound, the boys’ school,
the girls’ school, the primary school building, the science block, the swimming pool
and the gymnasium. There were teachers for languages, mathematics, science, art
and physical education. | don't know who the heads of department were at any one
time. There were five lessons in the morning, we went back to the boarding house for
lunch and then there were three more lessons in the afternoon. | think school finished
around 3:30 pm, but there were games some days after that. After tea, we sat down
and did prep in the boarding house.

The schooling was all geared towards the Scottish Certificate of Education, O’levels
and Highers. | haven't been to other schools, but | guess it was designed to get us
through those qualifications. I've always said that anything I've achieved in life was in
spite of Morrison’s. | don'’t think it was a very good school and | wasn’t impressed by

the education at all. | seemed to start off alright and | left with surprisingly good
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Cleaning/chores

The boarding house had a fagging system. Each prefect had his own fag, who was a
junior boy. | think there was a fagging system in all the boys’ boarding houses, but |
don’t know how the girls’ boarding houses operated. The fag’s tasks were to clean the
prefect’s shoes, clean his rugby boots and laces and carry his school books and leave
them outside the designated classroom. There was a maid, who was a young woman
employed to clean the boarding house. We just had to keep our own personal spaces
spick and span.

Leisure time

We had a bit of time before tea and before bedtime to idle. There was a television
room downstairs in the boarding house. There was a bookcase cabinet in the TV room.
It contained quite a lot of [EENN bocks. He'd fought in the Second World War
and read extensively about different campaigns. Coming from a military family, | did
find several of those books interesting. The house took a set of newspapers every day,
so there was a range of quality press lying around in the common room. We also used
to play cards.

When the weather was good, we could go up into the school grounds and have an
impromptu game of football ourselves. When it snowed, there were quite a few
sledges. At the weekend, we'd drag them up the Knock, the hill upon which Crieff is
built. | do remember going sailing on Loch Earn, but that probably only happened on
two or three occasions. | really enjoyed those trips, but | don’t know who organised
them. | think the sailing trips were for all boarders rather than just my house.

On some weekends, there would be films. In the central hall, which was the main
assembly hall of the school, boy and girl boarders would come together to watch a
reel to reel movie. Boys were on one side and girls on the other. | volunteered to be
the projectionist, which | enjoyed. I felt that | had to get involved sometimes. | would

run the projector. There would be a break as | took the old reel off and put the new
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Family contact

There was a compulsory letter writing period on a Sunday morning before we went to
church. | wrote to my parents every week and | received letters from them. The letters
weren't vetted in any way. Other than my letters, my parents received my report cards
from the school at the end of every term. They didn’'t have any other contact with me
or the school.

My younger brothers and my sister started at Morrison’s while | was there, as their age
allowed. My brothers were placed in Academy House with me, which would have been
common practice. My sister was in Ogilvie House.

Healthcare

If we were unwell, we would go and see [l " the morning. When | first went
to secondary school, | still had my tonsils and adenoids. I'd been absent for several
days of primary school with tonsillitis. That occurred again at Morrison’s. | went to see
B o~ = couple of occasions and my tonsils were dreadfully infected. There
was a sick bay in the boarding house with about two or three beds in it. You might be
put in there if you had a really bad cold or tonsillitis in my case. | don’t remember
seeing a doctor on any occasion.

We had regular check-ups with the local dental practitioner. We went to his surgery in
IV fathers cousin, | = 2 dentist living in Dunblane. A
number of years after I'd left school, | met him at my parents flat in Edinburgh. At that
time, he was working in the Scottish Civil Service. He was investigating dentists who
had allegedly “gone for a walk” around patients’ mouths, administering unrequired
treatment to generate an income stream. | mentioned the name of my dentist at school
and he nodded, confirming that the dentist was suspected of giving unrequired dental
treatment. If it happened to me, | wonder how many other boarders it happened to.

My dental layout is slightly unconventional. My teeth are slightly too big for my mouth.

Ever since primary school, my parents tried to have that dealt with through visiting an

11
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orthodontist in Glasgow. When | left primary school, it couldn’t be dealt with by a local
dentist. | had occasional trips to the Perth Royal Infirmary dental practice. They tried
to straighten my teeth out using various plates and braces, unsuccessfully as it turned
out.

Discipline

Within the school, there were prefects. It was their duty to enforce good behaviour.
For example, you had to keep to the left or the right on the stairs. If you were running
down the wrong side of the stairs, the prefects would give you a warning. | don’t really
remember crossing any prefects in the school. My problem was more in the boarding
house. In the school, the expectation was that if you disobeyed the rules and didn’t
take a warning, you would be reported to the rector. That was the main sanction.

| remember some teachers using the belt or the tawse, but | can’t remember what
Quick, the rector, used. He probably used the tawse, but | never fell foul. | was belted
a couple of times by teachers, once by (I 2nd once by the deputy head,
who was also the history teacher. | can’t remember what my misdemeanours had
been.

There were school prefects, but in the boarding house there might only be two or three
of them. There were roles for five prefects in a boarding house. Two or three other
senior boys, as selected by the housemaster, were nominated as house prefects.
There were four dormitories. There was a prefect in each dormitory, as well as a
separate room for the head boy. Their role was to ensure good order and discipline. |
don’t remember there being any serious issues of discipline in the boarding house.
There was low level bullying between peers occasionally. It was an ever present
possibility.

12






DocusSign Envelope ID: 111EDEF7-42D8-4BEE-BB54-4C852D539B71

51.

52.

53.

54.

stairs. The junior boys would be lined up for about five minutes. On more than one
occasion, someone would bring out these mini darts and throw them at the boys’ legs.
We were wearing shorts, so there would be a lot of skipping about, trying to dodge the
darts, much to the senior boys’ hilarity. We would sometimes be made to run across
the room, which added more sport because they would try and hit a moving target.

At mealtimes, some things were fairly unpleasant to eat, but there was also the
psychological state of some of us. We were in such a state of perpetual fear that we
weren't able to eat. We just weren’t hungry. We were being forced to eat this stuff that
we didn’t want to eat and it led to problems. We had to sit at the dinner table until all
of our food was gone. Other people had to sit there as well, so they would become
angry and frustrated. It didn’t happen to me, but one or two boys regurgitated their
food and were forced to eat that as well. It wasn’t a pleasant environment to be in.

The eating problems tended to occur at the junior boys’ table, which had a prefect at
its head. We tended to work out our eating issues by the time we reached the senior
boys’ table. My memory is that the prefects involved in force feeding were |||

in my first year and | EE in my second year. | was particularly bad.

It didn’t happen to me very often, but it happened a couple of times.

| remember a senior boy called [ llll He wasn't a prefect. He would pick a
junior boy and ask him to get him a penny chew from McLaren'’s Dairy, which was only
about fifty metres away. We had to make our way out the house, run down, bring it
back. He'd then say, “Now, go and get me another one.” If there was any quibbling,
he had a particular technique of twisting the boy’s arm. He would use the knuckle of
his index finger and punch between the arm muscles. | think he was a true sadist. |
remember not being the victim and watching him do it to other boys. He enjoyed it.

Something called “the rabbit run” happened a couple of times when | was at
Morrison’s. On a Sunday, there was a compulsory Sunday walk after lunch.
Ied the walk occasionally, but otherwise it would be a prefect. We would
go up the Knock and around it. When we came down, there was a long, gradual path.

In the summer, it was surrounded by bracken. They would hold the junior boys up at

14
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was. He didn'tintervene, but nobody did with || | G

_ He was a prefect. Nobody interfered with

I That was the end of the incident. | had a big lump on my head, but it wasn't

bleeding so | carried on.

| think there are others who suffered worse than me at Morrison’s. | think it's for them
to come and tell their story. Even though their stories deserve to be heard, | would
have difficulty telling their stories. | heard about some of these incidents, but | wasn't
there. | heard about an incident on the Knock where a boy was forced to strip naked,
under threat of being beaten up. | didn’'t see it, but everybody was talking about it. |
leave it for that boy to come forward and tell his story. | think my statement needs to
be about me, but | heard credible things that were all part of the picture.

As | became more senior, | wasn'’t picked on directly or beaten although it didn't mean
that | avoided peer on peer bullying of the verbal kind. The real perversity of the system
is that | ended up [l of Academy House in my final year. It was because |
repeated a year and then went on and did sixth year. It was almost a case of last man
standing. [N made me[l] which put me in a position of power. | had
to take responsibility for | of the house and the other prefects. I think that
was a confidence booster. | made a conscious decision that | wasn’t going to|
house as it had been|jjjjpreviously, which seemed to require constant beatings of
small boys. | thought there must be another way. I'll leave it to other younger boys
coming forward to complain about me, but from my viewpoint it was a more benign

and humane system.

Reporting of abuse whilst at Morrison’s

| didn’t report what happened when-assaulted me. No junior boy would have
confronted - The expression was that we didn’t clipe, we didn’t tell tales.

Months before the assault by [l | was staying with my Aunt [Jjijin East
Kilbride at the end of the Christmas holidays. | would have been returning from

Hanover in Germany, where my father was stationed at the British Military Hospital.

16
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My aunt heard me sobbing when | was in bed. She came in and asked me what the
problem was. | can’t remember exactly what | told her, but | would have told her that |
was being badly treated at school. | told her | was being beaten and forced to eat food.
She would have asked me who was doing this and | would have given the name -

B ' think my aunt phoned SN and gave the name [ '

believe that my aunt informed my father of the situation and he subsequently wrote to

but | don’t have a copy of that letter.

Last year, | found the response from [ Which was a letter dated 14 January
1969. | have provided a copy of that letter to the Inquiry. He called all the prefects into
the matron’s room and gave them a talking to. | don’t know whether he spoke to
I 2/one. | think he told them to ease up and that he'd had a complaint from a
parent. He then spoke to me alone in the matron’s room and told me that things were
going to be better. | remember one of the prefects telling me things would be better,
which | took as an act of kindness.

In the letter, [Ell] said he would move to my table at meal times. It wasn’t
much of a consolation. He, too, had a commitment to make boys eat all that was
presented to them. He stated in the letter that he believed that “these steps will go
some way towards easing the situation”, but there is no commitment to resolving the
situation. He stated that he did not condone the use of corporal punishment, but he
made no effort to ban its use or moderate its application.

In the letter, he also excused the prefect concerned, saying it was the result of

“excessive zeal” rather than of a bullying nature. | reject this analysis completely.

R -ttompted to excuse the frustration of [Jllland other prefects,

stating, “Delay at mealtimes, particularly during the short lunchtime break, can be
irritating when caused by dallying over food.” What he meant was that |||
wanted to get away to see his girlfriend at lunchtime. Further, the suggestion of
‘dallying’ is insulting and shows a total disregard of the reasons for the inability to
consume food.

17
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ez said that the prefects had to learn the responsible exercise of authority. |
don’t know how this was supposed to occur when there was no guidance or oversight
provided to the prefects. Il concluded by saying he had spoken to me, and
that | appeared “quite cheerful’. | was perhaps quite cheerful at the prospect of not
being thrashed quite as often, but how long was that to last? | believe that this incident
did not settle matters with ||} To the contrary, I believe it likely intensified his
antipathy towards me. | believe it contributed to the violent assault | suffered at the

hands of [ilij ater that year.

Leaving Morrison’s

| repeated fifth year because | needed better grades in my Highers to get into a
university science degree course. | managed to improve my grades and got into my
first choice university, Edinburgh, where my father had studied medicine. | studied
biological sciences. | wasn't a good student. | think the most kindly thing that could be
said is that | obtained a sportsman’s degree. | spent most of my time doing other
things. It was a waste of an education.

Life after leaving boarding school

| wasn't a good student at university. | lacked the motivation. | was coming from a very
restricted environment at school to the full freedom of university. | made full use of all
the freedoms available to me. | joined the Officer Training Corps (OTC), as my interest
in the military continued. | joined the University Pipes and Drums, which was a
subsidiary of the OTC. | took up archery and did quite well at university level. | gave
that up to take up sky diving. As well as being a military doctor, my father had been a
military parachutist. One of my earliest memories was watching him parachute at
Hankley Common in the south of England. There was a university parachute club so |
joined that.

18
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quite reserved. It takes a while for me to trust and warm to a person. | can’t remember
the first time that | spoke to a girl. Interactions with girls at Morrison’s were few and far
between. Things changed at university, but it was a very repressed upbringing.

I've never had any counselling about my experiences at Morrison’s. | do have my close
friend, Eas who was at school with me. One of the ways of dealing with
trauma is to talk about it. I've had Sl and [Eacllls had me. I've had no formal
counselling, but I've had [gaclijto talk to.

Reporting of abuse after leaving Morrison’s

Until | came forward to the Inquiry, | had never reported what happened to me at
Morrison’s to any authority. | did contact a couple of people to see if they remembered
me being assaulted by || ] ] | spoke to my friend, EacH He thinks
he might remember it. I'm connected to _on Facebook, but | haven’t
met him since school. He remembers school as a fairly dreadful place, but he doesn't
remember the incident with [l The other person | contacted was || R
who would have been a contemporary of [ lllll. He was also in the pipe band |Jili]
I He didn’t remember the incident but he did refer to his difficulties with

B i~ his email. [ vasn't a person to mess with. He was taller and

more intellectually capable than ||

Records
School reports were often not even a full line describing my performance over a twelve

week period. My parents kept my school reports and | obtained them after they died. |
haven't tried to obtain any other records from my time at Morrison’s.
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Lessons to be learned

In the military, there is the Manual of Service Law and Queen’s Regulations. You know
where you stand. Each day, there are part one orders posted, which are legal
documents. They are guides for soldiers and officers about what’s happening. To an
extent, similar rules apply in civilian life. The thing that strikes me in retrospect is that
there was no similar structure at Morrison’s. Discipline was applied arbitrarily. There
was no written document or a formal lecture on the rules. We learned the hard way or
through the advice of a peer.

Especially with respect to the prefects, there was no formal code of discipline. It was
what they had learned from being abused previously themselves. Although
hinted at some sort of supervision in the letter that he wrote to my father
in January 1969, | could see no checks and balances by the housemaster on the
performance and activities of the senior boys and prefects. If you're going to run a
system, it needs to be monitored and regulated. There is going to be a need for
boarding schools in the future. There's a Latin phrase quis custodiet ipsos custodes,
which means if you give people power over others, who acts as their guardians? There
has to be a system and there wasn’t when | was a boarder.

| don’t think it's necessary to send children to boarding school. From my parents’ point
of view, there was a time when there was perhaps a necessity, just to gain an
education. Nowadays, if | was sending a child to boarding school, | think I'd know
what questions to ask and what sort of regime would be appropriate.

Hopes for the Inquiry

When | started off the process of giving evidence to the Inquiry, it wasn't to gain
revenge or punishment on people who had abused me or my friends. It was to prevent
it from happening in the future and disrupt any complacency which might exist. | think
complacency does exist. I'm fearful of the response that | read from the advocate

speaking on behalf of Morrison’s at the Inquiry hearings. To paraphrase what | heard
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him say, it was, “Some bad things happened thirty years ago but we gave up doing
boarding fifteen years ago and it's not a problem for us.” Even a day school, as we're
starting to see in the English press, has its problems. I'm not sure that complacency
has been disrupted within those in power today. That’s what the Inquiry has to address.

| have no objection to my witness statement being published as part of the evidence
to the Inquiry. | believe the facts stated in this witness statement are true.

GEU
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