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Thursday, 24 October 2019 

(10. 00 am) 

LADY SMITH: Good morning. I see we have the video link up 

and running. Is the witness ready? 

MS MACLEOD: Good morning, my Lady, and, yes, the witness is 

ready. 

The next witness is a witness who'll use the 

pseudonym "Jack" when giving his evidence. This is 

a witness who does require to be warned, my Lady. 

LADY SMITH: Thank you very much. 

Jack, good morning. 

THE WITNESS: Good morning. 

LADY SMITH: Can you see me and hear me all right? 

THE WITNESS: Yes, thank you. 

LADY SMITH: Let me introduce myself: I'm Lady Smith and 

I chair the Scottish Child Abuse Inquiry here in 

Edinburgh. We're about to take your evidence this 

morning, as you know, but firstly let me thank you for 

being able to engage with the inquiry over the video 

link. That's very helpful. 

Before we take your evidence, I'd like to put you on 

oath, please. 

"JACK" (sworn) (via video link) 

LADY SMITH: I will hand back to Ms MacLeod in a moment, but 

before I do that there's something I want to say to you. 
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Q. Were there any other brothers in that part of the

building?

A. Yes, there was one brother, Brother Germanus, who had an 

office down below. 

Q. And so far as Brother Germanus was concerned, what was 

his role during this period? 

A. I beg your pardon?

Q. What was Brother Germanus' role?

A. Well, Brother Germanus was the director; that means the

head, the superior. He spent most of his time looking

after the children and taking care of the domestic

running the -- what is the word? -- running the ... I'm

sorry, I can't quite think of the word. Just taking

over -- in charge of the house, seeing everything went

well.

Q. Can you remember who thelilillllllllll was at this time?

A. I think the - was Brother-.

Q. You touch upon this in your statement: did the brothers

ever meet to discuss the children that were being cared

for?

A. I'm sorry, sir?

Q. Did the brothers ever get together to discuss the

children?

A. I can't remember being involved in that. They may have

discussed the children, but the fact that I wasn't 
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