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things to stimulate your education, like plasticene and 

bits of wood. 

no bad thing. 

You had to use your imagination which was 

There was a large outside area, it was 

grass and trees and you could go out and play. It was 

quite safe because there was a big wall and a gate and 

you were told where to go. 

"The school was an old house with rooms converted 

into classrooms. It was fairly basic. You didn't have 

electronics, you had a blackboard. You had a teacher 

sat behind a desk. They made you understand what you 

were allowed to do and not allowed to do. The first 

year I found was quite instructive. It was laid back. 

I made a few friends, they didn't hit you. 

"Once you were into primary 2, you had these kids 

turning up, one or two to start with, then in year 3 

slightly more. These kids were from the colonies or 

other parts of the world. By this time you were aware, 

by looking at maps, that a lot of the world was ruled by 

the United Kingdom. That is what you were told. So 

these kids arrived and they were totally lost. 

"Even though Morrison's is a private school now, 

when I went to it, it was a state-aided boarding school. 

A state-aided boarding school in those days was one 

which took kids but had no facilities to go on to should 

they pass their 11 Plus. If you were in Perth and 
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A. Yes, 5.

Q.

A. 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

Just given the difference of being brought up at

a primary school child in Libya, were you in part 

pleased to be away from Libya?

I was, yes. I hadn't enjoyed it as a child.

I think, from what you have said away from the 

statement, you saw some fairly grim things?

It was a very difficult period in that country's history 

which I realise now. When you live through it you don't  

realise it then. So, no, I was pleased to be out of the 

country.

In terms of -- if we go on to page 2, you say that your 

parents chose Morrison's:

" ... as it was one of just a few co-ed boarding 

schools in Scotland and it meant both me and my brother 

could go to the same place." 

Was that something you were aware of? He goes off 

to school, and did you know in your last year in Libya 

that you were to follow him? 

A. Not particularly as to when I would go. I didn't even 

understand really what they were talking about. 

I really didn't take it in. I just thought I was going 

to the same school, I hadn't really taken much in. 

I didn't know when I was going. It was very much 

a swift decision as to when I left the country. I got 
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A. 

Q. 

A. 

there was a need for some humour? 

I think she was probably relieved to see -- yes, that 

I had -- I'd just sit. I sat all year and just listened 

and gave no emotion, because emotionally I didn't know

what to do. We were shouted at in the boarding house,

and then told you must behave all rules and all this

kind of thing. Then you go to school and the dynamic

was a school, so it was slightly different. But

I didn't get that, I just thought I had to be this cold

person the whole time. So when I got caught with that

and I was laughing, she obviously saw it as very

different to my normal behaviour.

In terms of focusing on work, being quiet, you

acknowledge that that was in part a device for other

things, to avoid other things. Tell us about that.

Sorry, could you just repeat that?

Q. Of course. You were talking about obviously you became

a diligent pupil, because you tried to learn, but

I think elsewhere in the statement you talk about that

being essentially a device because it kept you away from

other things. You just focused on work, were quiet,

diligent?

A. Absolutely. Keep your head down. I enjoyed learning,

to be honest I enjoyed the learning, so reading textbooks 

-- I would read textbooks from two years above
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Q. 

time, by the time I said I wanted to leave, my father 

was more accepting of it, and particularly because he 

had confronted the school on a couple of things and had 

decided it wasn't quite the same place it had been. 

I don't really fully know what was said, but I know they 

weren't impressed and they had complained. 

I think you say in your statement one of the things your 

father was put out about was the fact the headmaster was 

forever away in the Far East? 

A. Correct.

Q.

A. 

Q. 

Was this trying to drum up business?

I would have thought, yes. And that is acceptable. But 

my father felt he was paying these fees and this man was 

never there. Also the fact -- just to take it away from 

me for a minute, my brother was in senior school at this 

point and his education -- my brother actually left with 

very poor educational results, he has since rectified 

that, and my dad was fuming, so to see the headmaster 

away all the time just didn't impress him.

Going back to that first housemistress, you think your 

parents complained but got short shrift. So you were at 

least telling them

A. Occasionally telling them, just saying she was moody and

shouty. But a common response to my parents was "Well,

there are 24 girls in the house. She is going to have
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A. 

Q. 

considerable and they can't handle it, and there are 

girls doing things which are sometimes naughty and they 

can't handle it." 

Do you know, if you have -- I think to myself: if I have 

five different things juggling in the air, and you have 

five people misbehaving, it must have been difficult, 

and so maybe that is why, as me standing there watching 

it, I thought it was channelled to all -- I didn't see 

the full picture perhaps when they were getting angry. 

Going back to the first housemistress, I think you set 

out at some length on pages 20 to 21 that particular 

problems were encountered because of her religiosity, if 

I can put it like that? 

A. Correct.

Q. We see that in paragraph 94 she was taking everyone in

the boarding house to see someone called Luis Palau, 

who was a faith giver, but you rang your mum and said 

you didn't want to go, so you didn't go --

A. That is one occasion when my mum intervened,

particularly because my parents had gone to see

Billy Graham in Glasgow, probably in the 1960s, it must

have been the 1960s, and they were shocked. It wasn't

something that resonated with them, so she was adamant

that I was not to go, and she did phone up and told

Mrs - that if I went there would be trouble. But
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questions for you. 

A. Thank you. 

LADY SMITH: Are there any outstanding applications for 

A. 

questions of Polly? (Pause). 

Polly, that does complete all the questions we have 

for you today. Thank you so much for deciding to come 

and engage with us. Your statement, which is part of 

your evidence, and everything you have told us today is 

indeed very helpful in assisting me to build the picture 

of Morrison's when it was a boarding school, so your 

time has not been wasted, I can assure you of that, and 

I'm now able to let you go. Thank you. 

Thank you. 

(The witness withdrew) 

LADY SMITH: Mr Brown. 

MR BROWN: My Lady, to conclude today there are two very 

brief read-ins. These are by way of emails from 

Morrison's pupils which, given the nature of the 

pandemic, became a way of gathering information. 

LADY SMITH: Of course, yes. 

MS BENNIE: My Lady, the first statement appears at document 

reference MOR-00000079. As indicated, this statement is 

in the form of a letter which has been prepared by the 

witness and addressed to the school. It is dated 

16 November 2020. The witness has indicated that he 
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wishes to remain anonymous and has adopted the pseudonym 

of Bill. 

MS BENNIE: 

Witness Statement of "BILL" (read) 

"I spent 15 years as a boarder at 

Morrison's Academy, from 1950 until 1965, mostly in 

boys' boarding houses. 

"I started at Newstead in the early 1950s. A woman 

used to take in kindergarten boarders of both sexes. 

She called it a children's hotel. It welcomed the 

children of colonial parents. I was there for four 

years until the age of 7, even starting my first day at 

school from there, at Croftweit, aged 5. I can remember 

very little from this period, except a general memory of 

warmth and kindness. 

"From the age 7 until 14, I was at Whinmount in 

Drummond Terrace. The houseparents were in charge. 

There were about 25 boys of all ages. During the entire 

seven years there, there was not the slightest hint of 

any sexual abuse or inappropriateness either between the 

boys or with any adults. We kids loved gossip and 

shared dormitories and confidences. I am quite certain 

I would have known. 

"Whinmount, however, was very strict and would be 

viewed as brutal if present day mores and expectations 

were to be applied. Caning was a routine punishment 
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balanced on the end of a pencil into the socket and then 

having the light switched on, resulting in all the 

lights fusing, thereby disrupting any study or homework 

preparation. 

"On another occasion during prep, he heated a poker 

in the stove until red hot and then approached me 

menacingly until the poker was inches from my nose. As 

I tried to ignore him, which clearly infuriated him, he 

removed one of his slippers, took out filthy, smelly 

insole, and ordered 'Eat that or I will brand you'. Had 

I been a little braver, I might have shouted or screamed 

for help. The other prefects and senior pupils did 

nothing to help me, and with this red hot poker inches 

from my nose I tossed this disgusting object into my 

mouth and swallowed it. Fortunately I survived. 

"On another occasion, when out for the routine 

Sunday  walk, the house captain, smoking as he did 

regularly, came up behind me and stubbed out his burning 

cigarette on the back of my leg beneath the kilt. An 

excruciating sore, then scar, remained with me for a 

very long time after. 

"Finally, shortly before he left, he demanded 

a penknife from me. This had been given to me by my 

parents as a gift when I left home for Morrison's. The 

penknife was embossed with a list of British kings, 
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queens and relevant dates. The house captain demanded 

it from me as he was taking his history exam that day. 

I do not know whether the exam was higher or lower 

history but the inference was clear. However, he never 

did return it to me. 

"These are some of my recollections of my first year 

in Academy House. I have now had a burning hatred for 

the house captain for almost 70 years, as I am sure you 

will understand. 

"There were other instances of bullying or downright 

criminal assault, but my saddest memory is the total 

absence of help from the prefects and my senior 

colleagues. I assume that they were all too terrified 

of the house captain. 

"The following three years in Academy House were 

more pleasant and in my last year I became house captain 

and hopefully treated the rest of the pupils decently." 

LADY SMITH: Thank you very much. 

So, Mr Brown, that completes the evidence that we 

are presenting today, is that correct? 

MR BROWN: It does, my Lady. Tomorrow I should say that 

I anticipate the same sort of timescale. We have two 

live witnesses and potentially a very brief reading. 

LADY SMITH: One statement still to read. 

I am going to rise now until tomorrow morning at 
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