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A. 

the one behind you actually. 

I don't have eyes in the back of my head but as a 

teacher I would have found that useful. 

LADY SMITH: I'm sure you would. You don't need to check 

that one. I have no other questions for you at the 

moment. All I would say is please let me know if you 

have any queries, I do want you to be as comfortable as 

you can while giving evidence. 

If you don't have any other questions of me, I will 

pass you over to Mr Brown. 

Mr Brown. 

MR BROWN: 

Questions from MR BROWN 

Thank you, my Lady. 

Simon, good morning. As you have just had pointed 

out to you and delivered to you, you have your statement 

in front of you in the red folder, and it is in front of 

you and behind you. 

If we can go to the back of the statement, 

paragraph 53, you will see that last paragraph reads: 

"I have no objection to my witness statement being 

published as part of the evidence to the Inquiry. 

I believe the facts stated in this witness statement are 

true." 

Obviously you read that, because you read the 

statement when you signed it, and you signed it to 

2 

















1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

learned the school songs, one in Latin and one in 

English, and it was important you passed that test. 

Was that done in a friendly fashion? 

Yes, it was. It was, yes. 

You talked obviously about the second housemaster as 

being a particularly humane man. Does that imply there 

was anything lacking with his predecessor? 

No, I wouldn't say so. Again, he was a decent man, but 

it was quite -- well, no, I can't say it was quite clear 

at the time. In retrospect I realised he was looking to 

become the head, so his gaze was beyond the school 

horizon, let's put it that way. He was also getting 

married so he had other things on his mind. 

But the second housemaster, the one who you speak most 

warmly of --

Yes. 

did he impact how you both experienced the remainder 

of your senior school but also how you then approached 

teaching? 

Oh, unquestionably, yes, unquestionably. Because the 

regime he introduced, he made it abundantly clear from 

the outset that there was to be no senior boys were 

not in any way to foist themselves I told you earlier 

he abolished fagging immediately on arrival in the 

house, and he made it quite clear that everybody was to 
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Q. 

A. 

was a time when there were a lot more boarders. So, no. 

And with regard to issues in the past, the only time 

I came across it, actually, was at a former pupils' 

gathering in Glasgow, it would have been quite early on 

in my time there, and I was having a conversation with 

a former pupil and he had clearly not had a happy time 

at school. You just -- he didn't tell me about any 

particular incident, but you become aware that someone 

is unhappy with their experience just through their 

demeanour. So at that juncture I realised not everybody 

had had a happy time. 

Can you remember what era he was talking about? 

Gosh, he might have been in his late 30s, so let's have 

a stab at this and say it was 2008, so at least 20 years 

prior to my arrival, maybe more. 

Q. So the 1990s?

A. Yes.

Q. At some degree.

When you took over the school obviously -- sorry, we 

have been asking about the past. Obviously when you 

take over a school there will be certain things in the 

past, for example, inspection reports, that you will be 

interested to see, whether there were issues, how they 

have been responded to, but also comparatively, I would 

imagine, how your new school compares with your last and 
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A. 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

Which is a self-evaluation digital resource. 

"Sector wide, the e-learning community are 

discussing how we advance digital safeguarding and SCIS 

are running a three-day course on this section." 

We ended Simon Pengelley's evidence talking about 

the impact of social media and the potential for abuse 

any time, day or night, from pupils, by pupils. This is 

obviously something that has been in place -- or there 

is a potential risk of abuse for -- it has been in place 

for some time. But this is an indication that I think 

sector-wide, not just Morrison's, there are ongoing 

discussions, is that correct? 

Yes, very much so. I think probably the most pressing 

aspect of the wellbeing and welfare for children at the 

moment is their occupation with their phones and digital 

media. We recognise the challenges that pupils face but 

also schools face in trying to manage and educate as 

best we can. 

I suppose this is day, boarding, across the entire 

educational range? 

Yes. As Simon alluded to, children are pretty much 

attached to their phones, so it is very -- regardless of 

the school, it is the same issues. 

On a practical level, since you are the current head of 

Morrison's, are pupils allowed their phones during the 
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A. 

Q. 

A. 

day in school? 

Yes. We debated this at length certainly a few years 

back, where we decided what would be the best course of 

action, because some schools just simply ban phones from 

being used in school. We went down the route of 

education, because we saw a value in having a digital 

tool to hand during lessons for learning. Then with the 

social side of that, whether at break time or lunchtime, 

we figured that this isn't something that is going to go 

away, people will have phones for the rest of their 

lives, and it is more important we go down the route of 

education, an appropriate use, appropriate in respect of 

the apps they use and behaviours online, rather than 

staying "Stop it, don't use anything", and then pushing 

it, as you say, into the homes and after school. 

I think we heard in phase 1 from one the other schools, I 

think QVS, who had provision for iPads, laptops for each 

pupil, which presumably could be managed in terms of 

what they could and couldn't access. Is that another 

way of addressing the issue within school as best you 

can? 

Yes. I mean with technology there are always 

workarounds, the use of the VPN is something which 

every child would know how to create one and bypass 

networks et cetera. So again it was about education, 
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