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a lot of young boys.

In the boarding house there were three full-time
staff, two of whom were teachers. There was the
housemaster, who lived in a house attached to
Hope House. The assistant housemaster and the matron
had flats inside the house. The first housemaster when
I was in Hope House was Andrew Chapman. He lived with
his wife and their son. In my fifth or lower sixth
form, Roger Whait took over as housemaster of
Hope House. The assistant housemaster, Joe Chandler,
was new when I arrived. I don't think he stayed at
Loretto for much more than around three years and
I believe that he is now a successful teacher somewhere
in England. Mr Wetherby took over from him. There were
two or three matrons during my time at Hope House.

Quite a few of the school staff lived on campus.

The hierarchy of the school included the headmaster, the

Reverend Norman Drummond. The _ was

and he was a former pupil himself. There were probably
heads of department but I didn't really know much about
the management of the school. There was also a Board of
Governors, whom I was aware sat at the top of the tree,
but I wouldn't have had any contact with them or known

much about them beyond that.
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Ken Marks, who was my French teacher and the head of
modern languages, was inspiring to me. ,
my - teacher, was also excellent in that his
enthusiasm for the subject was obvious and infectious.

I think they were excellent because they were passionate
about their subjects and about seeing children learn.

A learning relationship is always personal and some boys
may not have liked some teachers, but I don't personally
think that there was any teacher who wasn't up to the
job. If you wanted to learn, the opportunities were
there.

There was another side to the education at Loretto,
but I do not hold the teachers or the school to account
for this as this was more of a dynamic that existed
between the children themselves. At my school in
Glasgow I had been earning class prizes. At Loretto,
there were similar prizes known as the bene prize. It
was a gold star type system and four or five boys in
each year would be awarded them at the end of the year.
At my school in Glasgow, people were quite competitive
about getting class prizes. At Loretto, the bene prizes
were a bit of a poisoned chalice amongst the pupils
themselves. People would say, 'You got the bene prize'
in a particular timbre of voice, making it clear that

you were a bit sqguare.
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