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Wednesday, 1 December 2021

(10.00 am)

LADY SMITH: Good morning. We carry on of course today with
more evidence in relation to the provision of
residential care for children at Fettes College.

Mr Brown, you're going to tell me what's going to happen
next, I think.

MR BROWN: My Lady, we are going to have a live witness, who
is 'Andrew'. But just to alert everyone, today is going
to be a short day because of movements in other
witnesses. We have a witness who has taken unwell so
he's being accommodated in other ways. That's meant
a rejigging of the running order so that's why today
will be short so that tomorrow and Friday can be
hopefully fuller days.

LADY SMITH: Thank you.

MR BROWN: So we start with a live witness and then some
brief read-ins.

LADY SMITH: Thank you. And am I right in thinking this is
the witness with the pseudonym 'Andrew'?

MR BROWN: That's correct, my Lady.

'Andrew' (affirmed)
A. Sorry, bear with me.
LADY SMITH: Just take your time, 'Andrew', there's no rush.

In the red folder you'll see you've got a hard copy




































































































































10

13

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

happen you'd move per term. So I can't gquite work out
why I would have -- if it was only one term I was in the
junior school, why would I have moved three times.

Okay. But whatever the length of the stay, you liked
Malcolm House. You describe it as a nice homely
atmosphere?

Yes.

of the time, who we're calling .

Mm.

I think you have a list of names.

I do

FTG and his wife, though, they could be firm? 1Is
that --

Yes, I would describe him as firm but fair. I mean,

I did -- I mean, for a start, he spoke to you. That for

me was new. That was genuinely a new experience, that
someone would actually ask you how are you doing, what
have you been up to teoday? Have you found the squash
courts? Or whatever it is. Really just basic
day-to-day conversations.

Malcolm House is off on -- is away from the main
building, it's away from the dining hall, and I remember
just even that walk from the junior school over to

lunch, he would talk to you. He would have five minutes
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getting expelled. And he did go in to bat for me with
the headmaster and the headmistress. There was
a headmistress for the girls, I don't know if it's still

like that, but there was at that time.

Q. We're calling him .

A. Yes.

Q. So I think he would have been known as on that
basis?

A. I mean, he struck fear -- here's the strange
thing, he struck fear into some of the -- and I should
say at this point my experience with Fettes, I'm well
aware, will be different to others. My only explanation
for that is my previous experience led me into that --
those circumstances. My experience will be different to
others. So there were guys who were -- who were
frightened of and he could be quite
a disciplinarian. He didn't bother me at all. I was
never frightened cf, not in the slightest.

But I wouldn't be. I wasn't frightened of much.

Q. But I think you describe he had a reputation for
beating?

A. He did.

Q. To use your words, if he beat you, you'd feel it for
a week?

A. Oh my God, yes.
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You talk about, I think, he was known to drink, for
example?

Yeah.

You could see that?

Yes. On occasions he would be wandering around the
grounds and he was, you know, at least two sheets to the
wind, if not three.

And I think in terms of that Bohemian, to use your word,
you talk about another teacher, cBuU , who brewed his
own beer?

Yeah.

And you would go and drink it with him?

Yeah. Yes.

As would other boys, I take it?

Yes. 2And I never -- I mean, it was a bit unusual, but
I never felt that in way -- again, particularly where

I had come from, I didn't find that in any way
threatening. That wasn't a situation that for me at
least was in any way threatening at all. He used to
organise the -—— we had a -team and we'd go off
- and then once a year we'd go off on a -trip
during the school holidays and I went on one of those
with , went to Italy, and just had the most
fabulous, fabulous, fabulous time. It was just -- and

it was one of those things, you know, in the right sense
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insisted on my putting a particular university on the
list or he wouldn't give me a reference. His behaviour
was consistently unsettling, aggressive and belittling
and sadly dented my entire experience at Fettes, giving
rise to an anxiety disorder that crippled me for much of
my 20s."

My Lady, this statement is in the form of an email

and it's dated 16 September 2020.

LADY SMITH: Thank you.

'Thomas' (read)

MS BENNIE: The next statement bears the reference

WIT-1-000000422. My Lady, this witness wishes to remain
anonymous and has adopted the pseudonym of 'Thomas':

"My name is 'Thomas'. My year of birth is 1967.

I was born in 1967 and I was adopted as a baby.

I was sent to board at Clifton Hall School in 1974,
aged 7, and gained a minor scholarship to Fettes College
in 1980.

I arrived at Fettes aged 13. I endured the full
five years there.

I was in Glencorse House under a teacher named
. There was no comfort. The dormitories were
cold and the showers were in a cold stone room. Add to
this the strange atmosphere of institutionalised

cruelty. I broke my wrist playing rugby when I was 15
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and the school nurse told me that I had to take off my
boots before she'd attend to me. I took off my boots
one-handed in severe pain. She definitely knew I had

a breakage. I can't remember her name. I remember

an English teacher, Mr Reeves, once said to me, "You're
not supposed to enjoy it here". It was a witty comment
over a meal.

I was constantly tired from the lack of privacy and
noise at night in dormitories in which there were up to
16 beds. A boy used to come into our dormitory late and
slam the door. One night someone complained so he
turned on the lights and went round poking us with
a broom to properly wake us up. There was no
supervision by staff of the dormitory at night. Older
pupils were constantly wandering in after lights out.
They were not meant to but the place was a shambles
under .

I was constantly hungry from a lack of food and
having no money to buy any more. I can't remember
details of what we got for meals. I do remember that
all the meals seemed to involve chips. Basically, the
food was poor.

I was constantly depressed and quiet.

Abuse.

I very quickly became aware of a strange atmosphere
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