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Wednesday, 12 January 2022

(10.00 am)

LADY SMITH: Good morning. As we advised yesterday, the
first witness this morning is joining us via videolink
and that looks as though the videolink is all set up and
ready to go. Is that right, Mr Brown?

MR BROWN: Fingers crossed, my Lady. The first witness is
'Gerald'.

LADY SMITH: Thank you. Can we try and see 'Gerald',
please.

'Gerald', could you simply say "good morning" and
then we'll get your face on the screen.

THE WITNESS: Good morning, Lady Smith.

LADY SMITH: Ah, hang on, still can't see you. If you can
just keep talking for a moment or two?

THE WITNESS: I can see you but I can't see anybody else, if
that's any help.

LADY SMITH: That's fine, you should only see me at the
moment because I'm speaking. That's better, 'Gerald'.

'Gerald' (affirmed)

LADY SMITH: 'Gerald', we'll begin your evidence in
a moment, but first of all you've obviously worked out
who I am. I'm Lady Smith, I chair the Scottish Child
Abuse Inquiry, and we're here in Edinburgh together to

hear your evidence today, and, as you're aware, I'll be
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those out.
LADY SMITH: I think that's page 27, Mr Brown.
MR BROWN: Sorry, I do beg your pardon, my Lady, page 27,
quite right.
You begin with the description of the -teacher,
who for today's purposes we will call
A. Yes. I've never forgotten .

0. Now, EZ e

A. There's no doubt about that.

Q. No. stood out for a number of reasons from your
statement. One, his classroom was like an_?
A. Yeah.

Q. It was decorated in an interesting fashion?

A. (Witness nods)

Q. Reflecting his subjects?

A. That's right, it was, and that was quite unusual in the
school. The classrooms tended to be pretty bare. They
were functional spaces. And, you know, going back 60

years, I suppose, you didn't have a lot of stuff

decorating the rooms. But room was completely
different. It was the standard square classroom, but he

had his desk on a raised dais and he didn't have
individual desks like the other classrooms, he had
longer tables arranged around the walls where we all sat

behind those tables, between the wall and the table,
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A. Yes, absolutely.

LADY SMITH: 'Gerald', do I have it right that these visits
to the club for dinner would involve Preston and one
boy, not more than one boy?

A. Yes, Lady Smith, that's quite correct.

LADY SMITH: So the housemaster plus one boy, who was
actually not a boy from his own house?

A. That's correct, yes.

LADY SMITH: O©Okay, thank you.

Mr Brown.
MR BROWN: Thank you.

You then talk about another teacher, who we can call

and again we don't perhaps need to go into the
detail of it, but he -- this is pages 31 to 32 -- had

some notoriety in the sense he was going out with a girl
who was the daughter of a teacher at another school, who

was half his age, and that --

A. Yes.
Q. =-- clearly provoked a lot of discussion amongst the
boys?

A. Well, not guite so much discussion amongst the boys
itself, although he wore his heart on his sleeve this
chap, so when he had had a bust up with his girlfriend
he would be in tears about it and talking about it to

the boys, so things like this, he was -- he certainly
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