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standing by the sink. Mrs had I i~ the

sink, splashing water on her. She had her hand up her

back to try and stop -'s head from rolling, but

_'s head did roll, it was rolled to the side.
While this was going on, I saw my father passing the

window. To let you understand, the sink was at the

window and the window, you passed the window to go to

the back door, which nobody used the front doors at that

time, that was the fancy room, and they came into -- my

dad came into the back door. And _ was dead.

Do you remember a doctor being sent for?

No. No. I -- I cannot recall ever seeing a doctor at

all. 1It's very possible there was one, but I certainly

don't recall that.

If we can move on in your statement, please, to

paragraphs 34 and 35, you talk there about your dad

coming, what you've just mentioned in your evidence.

You say the next thing that you remember is the three of

you being in a taxi and your mum was also there?

Yeah.

Can you tell us a little bit about that?

This was a wee bit exciting for three kids that had

never been in a car in their life. I don't remember the

journey to the hospital at all, but I do remember the

journey back. My dad was in the front seat. [ vas
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After this, in your statement, you go on to talk about
remembering seeing again a few weeks later.
Yeah.

And you talk about another incident that took place on
that occasion.

That's correct.

I don't know whether you want to say anything more about
that or not, 'Anne'.

My sister said I could say.

Okay.

As I said earlier, the older children were somewhat
mentally challenged, and one of them got an older
sibling around the back of the hedges and he sexually
abused her.

After that, you say at paragraph 41 of your statement
that you don't remember much about the time after you
went home.

I don't at all.

You talk about your father.

Yes.

And you say that he became withdrawn and had a nervous
breakdown within a few days of the burial.

Yes:

If we go on to the top of the next page, you go on to

talk about the impact on his health and also at
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paragraph 42 about the impact on his job.

Yeah.

Can you tell us a little bit about that, please?

Well, obviously my father couldn't work. There were no
wages. And no coal allowance, which meant that
basically we had no heating, no lighting, nothing.

My dad had a dreadful breakdown. He got taken to
B ithin T would say a few weeks -- I've been
trying to find out the date when [l vas actually
buried to try and make a timeline, but we can't find out
when she was buried, but we do know that ncone of us were
at the funeral, only my dad was there. He buried her on
his own and he was absolutely distraught about it.

Apparently did at some stage come to see
us, but my dad was in bed with mental health issues at
that time and unfortunately my dad never ever recovered,
never recovered.

Okay. Do you want to say anything more about the impact
on your family about your dad losing his job? You said
you weren't able to heat the house without the coal
allowance.

Yeah. Well, the house quickly descended into squalor.
We had absolutely nothing. We burned the furniture to
try and heat the house. We had to look after each

other. We actually ended up almost feral. We had to
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it or not, that mum and dad had left [l with the
because they had got a new baby, and we really
believed that _had been given away, for a while,
and we weren't very kind to the other sibling when she
was wee, but -- we've sorted it out now. But that went
on for a long, long time, that we actually believed that
I :c been given away.

When you're young like that, you've no idea what
death is. You didn't understand death. Although,
saying that, I understood at three-year old exactly what
was happening, which is a bit strange. But that's the
way it was.

At paragraph 46, you say that once you were back home,
you started saying first of all to your sisters and then
I think perhaps to your parents about what you thought
had happened.

Because my mum and dad were in such a state, I can't
even remember my dad had started -- had been a couple of
weeks in || 2nc then let home and then obviously
he was at home when I told my mum this. And the reason
that I told my sisters was that I didn't want to upset
my mum anymore. My mum was in a terrible state as well.
She was crying all the time, upset all the time. She
was trying to cope with all these kids. My dad wasn't

working. We had no money. £2 family allowance because

18
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Yeah.
So the second page of that. If we scroll down just
below the final paragraph there it says:

"In the circumstances of this case, I must make it
quite clear that I am of the opinion that there was no
negligence on the part of the county council or their
employees and I must request that the account for
maintenance of the three children which is enclosed
herewith be paid by your client."

Yeah.

We see, if we just scroll down a little more, that that
was sent by the county clerk to your father's
solicitors.

Yes.

That seems to summarise the council's position at that
time.

And in fact, if you look back, if you scroll back,
within two paragraphs the council have said there was no
negligence. They didn't say it just once in that
paragraph, they said it three times:

"There was no negligence on the part of either
Mrsor the Children's Department."

Next paragraph:

"There was no negligence on the part of Mrs"

And further down:
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there a post-mortem, was there a police investigation,
how did the council investigate it? Did they just take
Mrss ==

Q. It's okay.

LADY SMITH: The foster mother's.

A. Sorry.

LADY SMITH: Don't worry, I've reminded people that this can
only be used within this room and not outside it.

A. Yeah, the foster -- I've lost my track. Sorry, where
was I? Can you help?

LADY SMITH: You were going through what you think your
father must have brought up, probably through a lawyer.

A. Right, okay.

LADY SMITH: That was then communicated to the council.

A. Yes, yes.

LADY SMITH: And you'd mentioned that even although you were
only three, it got him thinking about whether there was
a post-mortem, whether there had been a police
investigation, had there been a council investigation or
were they just taking the word of the foster mother for
what had happened.

A. Absolutely, absolutely. And I've come to the conclusion
that there was no investigation at all. When
I contacted the Inquiry line, because of what I had said

to the supporter on the line about _dying and

34
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my husband's birth certificate and it had a different

name on it, and I handed it to -- well, I've always
known —-- although it wasn't his dad, it was what he
called -- who he called his dad, who told me that he had

been adopted and that was an old birth certificate.

But I was quite young and naive, so I believed what
he told me, that my husband was actually adopted.

Then I just -- I just didn't know any background.
That was always his -- that was his dad. Do you know
what I mean? And I didn't know any real circumstances
until about six weeks before we were getting married in
1978, because you have to produce your birth certificate
to the registrar to get a marriage licence. Mine was
okay, I just handed it in, and I says to his dad,
because I presumed that that was his birth certificate
because that was all the knowledge I had, and he said he
couldn't find it so he would go and get him a new one
and he would take it down to the registrar.

And as I say, being young, you just thought that's
what happened, and it wasn't until -- I reckon we'd been
married a couple of years that he said that -- that's
when he just -- his dad said that he had adopted EXilE
through Barnardo's and that was the last anything was
ever mentioned about, you know, his life.

So although you might have been told or understood that
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room, with a small bedroom off the living room. They
already had two children of their own and they had
- so that was like five people or -- you know,
like, five people living in a tiny one-bedroomed flat
and he wanted | =nc EGEEM to go as well, which
meant -- what, there were seven people in this tiny
one-bedroomed flat.

Barnardo's had said that while they wouldn't --
even -- what I learned -- at the time, overcrowding back
then was -- you couldn't foster, you know, if it was
overcrowded anyway. And Barnardo's still went ahead and
permitted -- you know, they said normally they
wouldn't -- I remember it. Normally they wouldn't
allow, you know, them to be foster parents in the size
of house that they were living in, but there were
exceptional sort of circumstances that, you know, they
would like them to be restored.

I think it might help if we had a quick look at one of
the records, which is at BAR-000000076, page 2.

Yeah.

That will come on the screen in front of you. I think
what we have here is a record that we have already
looked at with Barnardo's on 12 May and what this
appears to be is a letter of 15 February 1965 and it's

a letter written by Barnardo's to the children's officer
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living in and purchased one sort of across the road,
which was bigger. It had, you know, more bedrooms. And
that's -—- I do remember asking Barnardo's how could they
sell a house they didn't own to buy -- you know, like --
because they did sell the house that they were living in
and purchased the one that they moved into.

So moving to back to your statement, which will appear
on the screen shortly in front of you, and page 4 at the
foot of the page at paragraph 22, I think you make the
point at this stage that it's your understanding that
sexual abuse that 'Andrew' was subjected to, and indeed
his sisters, happened at the larger house that they had
moved to.

Yes.

You say that you didn't find out about any of it until
years later, when 'Andrew' and you had been married for

some time?

Yes, yes. It was -- I recall it. I think it was
a Saturday night and he says to me, 'EEJIE . he savs.

"Will you phone the police?" and I went, "Why would I
phone the police?" and he says, "I can't tell you, will
you just phone the police?" and I thought that's really
strange. And I called the police and the person -- the
police officer that I spoke to said was it urgent or

could it wait and they would send somebody on Monday,

97












10

11

12

13

14

L5

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Yes.

Carry on.

Sorry. She -- when I found out about the sexual abuse
and how it had happened, used to have this thing.

He used to say, "I'll know you're coming if you ring
three times on the doorbell”, and we used to think --
people have their own, you know, sort of foibles, so we
used to ring three times so he would know it was us,
right? And I says to him -- even he didn't know,
really, and he said -- he said when Helen used to invite
her friends, right, she had a boyfriend and her

boyfriend would come to the house and when the

parties -- when she started having parties, she would --
they would -- the people would ring three times on the
doorbell.

'Andrew' and his sister said they would freeze,
because when the doorbell went there was -- people would
come in the house and they'd say, "Please don't let it
be me", right? And I said, "What do you ..." you know,
they said, "Please, please don't let it be me", and
that's when he explained that they -- his foster mother
used to allow people in to abuse them. There was my
husband and his sisters, so it was whichever their
choice was.

There was one particular person that chose my
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hit him with it. And 'Andrew' just froze. I mean, he
actually literally just froze and it was like, "I'll
just take it". I didn't understand it, you know, at the
time, because me, I was like -- you know, "Sit down,
behave!" just -- I couldn't understand it. But he just
froze.

And then that was -- that was -- that was the time
when I realised that he just picked up something to hit
him and he just stood there and took it, and that's when
I should have realised that -- you know, that that's
where it was just a first sign of the abuse that had
been inflicted. You know, it was like: just freeze.

I think you tell us over the page, page 8, paragraph 40,
of something else that happened and a conversation that

you had with the foster father.

Yes.

Tell us about that.

In the 1980s, they had moved from that house to the next

street, right, and he'd suffered a stroke, and then

he'd -- I would visit him, but 'Andrew' wouldn't, he
wouldn't go near him. He says to me, 'HEJR" re
said -- oh, sorry, he says to me, "Will you please

apologise on my behalf to 'Andrew' for what happened”,
he says, "I swear I never knew anything about it". And

I'm like -- I was, what, just 20. I -- I did say to
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