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fields? Were there animals?

Yes, there were fields, about 10 acres, and she rented
out the ground to a farmer whose cattle and sheep grazed
on the ground. And these animals we had to help look
after.

We'll come back to that a little bit more in due course.
You also say at paragraph 16 that she had ten cats.

Yes.

Were they all in the house as well?

Yes.

At the bottom of this page you start discussing the
routine. You've described what happened overnight at
the beginning of your stay with Ms the guardian.
How did things then develop during the day, the next
day, for example?

Well, she got us up at 5 o'clock, made us dress, we were
lucky if we got breakfast, sometimes we got a bit of
toast, sometimes she made us -- but I had to make the
porridge, and I took a wee while to learn how to make
porridge. Then she sent us out about 5 o'clock in the
morning to feed all the animals, check all the sheep and
the cows hadn't been caught in barbed wire during the
night and if they had been, we had to pull them off that
barbed wire.

Excuse me.
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friends?

I escaped one day to go to Lossiemouth by telling a lie
that it was a school outing and I slept the night on the
beach there just to get a break and then I came back.

No, we didn't go to Lossiemouth, no.

MS INNES: Then if we go on to the next page, 27 November

1962:

"Visited Josephine and the guardian seen. Josephine
returned from school whilst I was visiting. She is
continuing to do well at school and is in the midst of
her exams."

And then there's reference to attending a croft
which is started at a local school. Can you remember
doing anything like that?

No.
And it says:

"Keeping in good health."

And then at the next entry, 6 February 1963:

"Visited. Ms seen. Josephine had a swimming
class after school today so was late in coming home."
I'11l tell you something about that swimming class. That
was a lie. The only way I could get out was saying that
I could swim and she allowed me to go to this swimming
class. I even -- my dream was to be an artist and

I drew at school. I entered a "learn to swim" poster
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Yes, she was a retired nurse. In fact, a mentally
retired nurse. So she knew all the things to say.
Then the next entry is 9 July 1963:

"Visited with Bailey Valance. Josephine was away
with friends to Fochabers for the afternocon."
I didn't have any friends.

Then it's noted:

"She has been rather wayward and self-willed
recently but Ms “ I feel i1s managing to keep her in
hand."

I was complaining more. I was concerned for my brothers
and sisters. I wanted them out of that croft. At that
time, I couldn't have cared less what happened to me.

I wanted them away. I even wrote Glasgow a letter
begging them to remove them from that croft. They did
send someone up to see me, but nothing happened.

We'll perhaps come to it in a moment, but can you
remember when it was that you sent that letter

to Glasgow?

Yes, I had actually left the croft to go into Aberdeen
to do my nursing and that was when I wrote that letter.
Okay, we'll come back to that in a moment.

I think we've seen that there were various notes of
visits but the vast majority of them I think it's noted

that you weren't there and you weren't seen.
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Yes, it is.
9 January 1964:

"Visited. George and the guardian seen."

And then there's reference to matters about George.
And then in the final line we see:

"I visited Mrs Laing, minister's wife at her own
request. Mrs Laing stated that she and her husband are
rather worried about the Marchmont children, stating
that in their opinion, Ms was not a satisfactory
person to have the care and upbringing of the children."

It then goes on to say:

"I felt that the Laings, although perhaps having
some justification for some of their complaints, are not
yet adjusted to country life (they moved here about
a year ago from Edinburgh) and also they obviously have
been subjected to complaints from Josephine about the
amount of work she has to do before going to school in
the mornings. As far as I can tell, Josephine is asked
only to make her own bed and tidy her room before
leaving for school and is not being victimised by her
foster mother in this respect."

Yes, I wasn't the one that complained to the minister,
it was my brother that complained to the minister.
Was that George or Robert?

Robert.
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Robert complained to the minister, okay.

You'wve obviously seen this record before and, as you
say, the minister's wife seemed to be suggesting that
you should be removed from the care of Ms and then
we see the reaction of the children's officer to that
saying that although perhaps they had some
justification, it was perhaps because they weren't
adjusted to country life.

No.

Do you have any reflections on that, having seen that
record?

It just my brother was very friendly with the minister
and he was obviously telling the minister and his wife
everything that was going on. She's obviously blamed me
for that, but it was my brother who made that complaint.
What do you think about the reaction of the children's
officer?

It must be very difficult for a children's officer if
they are not seeing the children at the same time,
they're only listening to the guardian or foster parent.
I mean, who does he believe? Children can be
troublesome sometimes, but, I mean, it was four of us
and we were all saying the same thing. So he should
have -- he should have spoken to us about it.

Okay. Then if we go back, please, to your statement and
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back to page 15 and paragraph 74, you talk there about

the letter that you mentioned earlier in your evidence

that you wrote to the social work department --

Yes.

-— asking them to be removed and you say there that you

learned that they visited the croft and spoke to the

guardian who advised the Social Services that your

letter was an exaggeration and your brothers were fine

and the upshot was that your brothers were left with
JCu

MSIIIII?

My brothers and sister.

And your sister.

Yes.

Then if we go on to paragraph 77 on the next page, you

noted there that your sister and your brothers ran away

regularly from the croft.

Yes.

Do you know what happened when they did that?

The police took them back. They didn't listen to any

explanation and she told them that foster children can

be troublesome and they accepted that explanation.

At paragraph 78, you say that you think you also told

other churchgoers about what was happening?

Yes.

Was that all of you or can you remember doing that
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because we had to beat each other. If she didn't want

to beat us, she forced us to beat them while she stood

on and watched.

If we go on to the next page, you talk about children

being too terrified to say anything in front of adults.

Is that another lesson that we should take from your

experience?

Yes. I am still wary of people in authority. I find it

difficult. You always feel that you are good for

nothing, that you don't mean anything, so no matter what

you say, it's not really important. And you always feel

that way.

Then you talk about Ms really wanting to have one

child to teach how to run the croft and you've mentioned

that already in your evidence this morning and you say:
"She was paid for us being there."

Yes, she was.

Do you see that as being significant?

No, I've nothing against her being paid. It's -- no,

I have nothing against that.

It's perhaps what's done with the payment and what's

provided.

Yes, exactly. Yes.

Then you say in the next paragraph:

"It is important to realise that foster care is just
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anonymity. There are other children in the family whose
first names have been or may have been mentioned.
Remind me what the position is in relation to them?

MS INNES: Robert has also waived anonymity. His statement
will be read in tomorrow.

LADY SMITH: Yes.

MS INNES: And their sister- she died and therefore in
the documents her name has been redacted.

LADY SMITH: Yes, of course. Just to remind people in the
room who haven't picked this up already, it's easier
just to use Ms 's name, Ms del having been the
crofter who had these children boarded with her, but her
name can't be mentioned outside this room because of my
general restriction order. Thank you.

George Marchmont (sworn)

LADY SMITH: Can we begin by you helping me with what I hope
is an easy question. How would you like me to address
you? Sorry, you probably can't work out where the
sound's coming from. It's me, Lady Smith, who is
speaking.

A. Just George will do.

LADY SMITH: You're happy with George?

A. Yes.

LADY SMITH: Very well. George, the hard copy in the red

file in front of you is your statement. We'll also be
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Yes.

We know that you went to stay with a guardian called
Ms JCu

Yes.

Where did she sleep?

She slept on a settee in the living room. Sort of
pulled it down.

Right, okay. So that's the inside of the house, and you
say I think at paragraph 8 that it was a poky place.

I think initially we know that there was no electricity.
There was no electricity. It was a Tilley lamp.

Tilley lamps?

Yes.

You say at paragraph 9 that there were no carpets, just
vinyl on the floors?

Yes. That's right. She made rugs out of old clothes
and that was down on the floor, but they didn't cover
the whole floor.

Then I think at paragraph 10 you tell us a little bit
about what was outside the house, so perhaps if you can
just explain to us what the outside was like.

Outside the house there was a big shed, that way, and
you come out the door and there was a fence, a sort of
garden with a fence around it, and you went along a wee

laney and you had the wash house and then next to it was
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the -- where -- I can't remember what the other building

was.

Okay, so there were a couple of buildings, a shed.

you say here there was a red brick milk shed --
Yes, that's right. Green doors.

And a washroom that was attached to the house.
Yes, that's where we used to wash our clothes.
Right. And did you have to do that?

Yes.

Together with your sisters and brother?

Yes, yes.

, JCu )
Do you know if Ms ever did that?
No.

And you say here that there was a byre built onto
side of the house?

Yes, that's right.

And were there animals in the byre?

Sometimes. Not often, no.

So

the

Then you say in front of the byre was the midden where

all the rubbish went.
Yes, the midden, yes.
And was there a toilet in the house at all?

No, no toilets.

Did there ever come a time that there was a toilet in

the house?
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No, never. There's still no toilets in it.

If we go on, please, to page 3 of your statement, I'd
just like to ask you about your first impressions when
you got there. How did you feel when you arrived at the
house? Can you remember?

Well, I was frightened. I don't know. I met the lady.
What do you remember of her?

I remember putting my arms around her and she took my
arms away from her.

Right. Did she or did anybody say what you were to call
her?

It was Aunt

You mention in the next paragraph at paragraph 13, you
talk about when you were —-- initially in the house as
you've just said, the three of you were sharing the
bedroom, so you and your brother and your sister were in
one room.

Yes.

And you say there were a couple of beds in that room?
Yes.

And were you sharing a bed with your brother?

Yes.

And you say there was a fire in the room but it was
never put on?

There was a fire in our room. No, it was never put on.
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"If we weren't washing right, she would rub the
carbolic socap that we had to use on our tongues."
On our tongues, yes.
Then there's a section, "Food". <Can you tell us what
the food was like when you were living with Ms
Oh yes.
What was it like?
Well, she called it sapps, and that was stale bread,
green, mouldy bread, warm milk and Kit-e-Kat.
So cat food?
Cat food. We had to feed the cats and what was left, we
had to eat it.
And did she eat that as well?
No.
You say there that she would give it to you and she
would have mince and tatties or soup to herself.
Yes.
And biscuits. Did you ever get any biscuits?
No.
You say at paragraph 20 that she would boil up potatoes
for the chickens?
Yes, little green potatoes, and we used to eat them when
she wasn't there.
You say I think at paragraph 18, just slightly before

that, you say that you would also do some cooking when
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you were there.

Yes.

But you say there was never much food.

No.

Then at the bottom of this page, so from paragraph 21,
you talk about clothing. What clothing were you given
when you were at Ms “s?

Well, not very much.

Right.

She bought a jacket for school, a sort of blazer thing,
but she took it back the next day and got the money and
she went and bought cigarettes with.

Right, so she --

So I didn't get the jacket after all.

Right. You say that she would buy things and then the
next day she would take them to get the money back.
Yes, well, it was like Christmas presents. You got
Christmas presents. You never saw them the next day,
never saw them again.

I think you're saying there that she got money for
clothes, that would have been from Glasgow, presumably?
Oh yes.

But then she went and sold the clothes that she bought?
Yes.

And then used the money as you've said?
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school.
Why were you hardly able to go to school?
Well, we had dog bites, we had bruises, couldn't take
gym. She hardly put me to school.
So she kept you off school?
Yes.
You say at paragraph 27 that one teacher was very good
to you:

"I think she knew something was wrong, but she never
did anything about it."
Yes, she was good to me.
Did she ask you anything about what was going on at
home, can you remember?
Well, she knew there was something wrong but she didn't
do anything about it.
Then you say under the next heading, "Contact with
family", you didn't have any contact with your parents?
No, not me.
Can you remember ever seeing your parents?
Yes, I saw -- I didn't see my father, but I have seen my
mother.
And was that when you were older?
Yes:
Then you say at paragraph 29 that Ms never showed

you any love or affection?
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No, never.

And you say that you would never go to her if you were
upset?

No. No.

Why did you not do that?

I couldn't speak to her, she was bad.

Then at the top of the next page, please, you talk about
visits and inspections. Can you remember anybody coming
from Glasgow Corporation to see you?

Yes, I do. Came in a big chauffeur-driven car and went
into the house and we were outside. We weren't allowed
in.

And did you know in advance when he was coming?

No, I didn't know, no.

Can you remember, did Ms just send you outside when
they arrived or --

Yes, yes, we were put out.

And did the man from the counsel try to speak to you at
all?

Not one bit.

Then you have a heading about birthdays and Christmas
and I think you've talked a little bit about that. You
say here that birthdays were never celebrated at all?
Never, no.

Did you know when your birthday was?
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No.

Then you say at paragraph 33 that you would have

a Christmas goose. She used to breed them, she would
get somebody to come and kill them and she locked you in
the barn to pluck them.

Yes.

Can you tell you about that?

She even made us kill them.

Right.

She made us put a stick on its neck and pull and I was
so frightened.

Then under "Healthcare" you say you had bad asthma?
Yes.

Can you remember Mshelping you to go to the doctor
to see about that?

I had asthma and I couldn't breathe and my sister and
brothers went away to school and I was in the living
room and there was a sink there and I couldn't breathe
and I was on the floor with my elbow on the sink trying
to get air and I was there the whole day without
medication and it was time for them coming home from
school when she got up off the chair, looked out the
window and she saw them coming. She came over, took my
arm and put me into bed.

Right. And then you say --
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right beside the door, and she would -- she came

through -- this one night she came through and I hadn't
brushed my shoes, I think it was, and so she pulled the
blankets down and she grabbed my hair with this hand and
with this hand she grabbed my penis and dragged me off
the bed.

And where did she take you?

Oh, I had to go and do my shoes.

Is there anything else that you'd like to tell us about?
No, well, she -- I was lying on the bed and she opened
the door and I hadn't done anything and so she took her
walking stick and hit me and it hit my eye. My eye was
way out here, it was black and blue, and I got no
treatment. I'm still getting treatment today with it.
She hit me in the eye with the stick. And no treatment.
And did she keep you off school after that?

Oh yes.

Okay. Now, we know in your statement, if we go on,
please, to page 10 and paragraph 59, that you say that
you left school at the age of 14.

Yes.

Even although you'd left school, did you carry on living
with Ms

I did, vyes.

And I think there also came a point when your sister
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Josephine had left to start nursing in Aberdeen?

Yes, yes.

Did things change as you got older or not?

No, no, no.

At the top of page 11, you talk about your brother
running away.

Yes.

And then you say that your younger sister also ran away.
Yes.

Did you ever try to run away?

No.

Why not?

I don't know. I can't tell you that. I don't know.
When the others ran away, what happened? Did they come
back?

Well, the police would take them back, but they took
them away eventually. My brother, he ran away and they
didn't take him back the last time.

And then your sister, I think, went away as well?

My sister went away, vyes.

You then say that you were left alone with Ms
Yes.

And then I think you --

I started work at the golf club and I had to come home

every week. I had to hand over my whole pay packet to
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Came to the meeting when you came to give your statement
to the Inquiry?

Yes, yes.

You say at paragraph 81 of your statement, Jjust at the
bottom of this page, that you think about your time in
foster care every day and it's in your mind all the
time.

Yes.

Does that remain --

Yes.

If we go on at the bottom of page 14, you give us some
other information and you say at paragraph 87 that you

know that Ms was being paid for having you because

a white envelope would arrive.

She would have to go into Elgin to the post office to
collect it, and that's what she did.

And you say you never saw any of that money, though?
Never a penny. Nothing.

Okay. Then at paragraph 88, you say that it was your
understanding that it was the government's policy at the
time to move children out of homes into foster care or
to be boarded out.

Yes:

And you say that your impression is that the quicker

that children were moved out of the homes, the quicker
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Moving now to paragraph 36 on page 7:

"After being removed from Dorwood House, I got to
stay with Mr and Mrs - Mr - was
a minister. They were lovely people. The other girls
went to other local houses or to Abelour Children's
Home. I wasn't able to stay with the- for long,
just a week or so. After that, I was fostered by Mr and

Mr and Mrscame and got me from the

foster carers I was staying with. I had no involvement
in the decision to place me with them. I can't remember
the first names. I had to call them mum
and dad. We were introduced and they took me away.

I hated them straight away, I just had a feeling.

I can't remember how long the journey was from Montrose,
maybe an hour or so. It was the first time I had been

in a car, it was a big shock to the system.

Thehad two children of their own,
i FFR-SPO
a girl and a boy. The_ fostered me and

another girl. She had been in Dorwood House with me.
She was about three years older than me and was a great
knitter. I had been there a couple of week before and

I was over the moon when she arrived.

2 FFR-SPO ’
I hated it at the _ I was frightened of
P Mr _was a lovely man. He was
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a shepherd so he was away a lot. I was with the

FFRAEPD for about a year. Mrs FER s father

stayed with them too. I hated them.

Mr and Mrs had one bedroom and their kids
had the other. Me and the other foster girl had to
sleep on the kitchen floor. We had to wait until the
had stopped using the kitchen when they went
to bed and then we could go to bed. We had a blanket to
lie on and another one of top of us.

I also had to sleep in the barn. There was a thing
on the barn wall that I was afraid of. I thought it was
going to eat me. It was a stag's head, but I didn't

know that at the time. I was made to sleep in the barn

twice.

The food at the FERRPD house was better than

FFR

at Dorwood House. Mrs cooked the meals on

the fire. During the week we had lunch at school.

FFR

Mrs had tick, credit, at the bakers. One

time me and the other foster girl ordered a load of

cakes and ate them. We got battered for that.
Thedidn‘t have running water in the

house. They had a tin bath that we bathed in.

I collected water from the stream and it would get

heated by the fire.

; FFR-SPO
I took some clothes with me but the -
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bought me new clothes. The Edinburgh authorities used
to bring a big bag of clothes. The social worker would

tell us that she had brought clothes for us. I used to

FFR

think I was going to look great, but Mrs gave

those clothes away, or she sold them. Mrs FFR

made us tell the social worker that we were getting the
clothes. I think I wore the daughter's hand-me-down
clothes. She was a couple of years older than me.

I can't remember the name of the school I went to.
We had to wear a uniform. I hated school at the
We had to walk miles to get there and it
took about 45 minutes. The social worker got bikes for
me and the other foster girl but we never got to use
them because Mrs o sold them.

We used to have to cut peat for the fire. There was
no water in the house. I had to collect water from
a stream. The water tasted lovely. I had to carry it
in a bucket but I spilled most of it.

I didn't have to do any other chores but the other
foster girl did. She had to do cleaning.

I got on well with the daughter. She
and I would muck about together. I didn't get on with

their son. He used to suck on a sweet, then offer it to

me when it was half done. I didn't have any toys at the

I have never had toys in my life.
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hsty FFR-SPO had a cow called Jessie. I used to

go and look at Jessie the cow. I loved her.

There was no religious instruction at the

FFR-SPO They didn't go to church.
I can't remember Christmas at the [RESSIEY

I think that's partly why I went crazy about making
Christmas great for my kids when I had a family of my
OWIl.

I didn't know about my birthday at the
I remember when I had grown up, I met a man and told him
I was 22. I was actually 24 but I still hadn't found
out my correct date of birth even at that age.

I didn't see a social worker before I went to the

FFR-SPO At the [RiNSEY the social worker did

visit us a couple of times. She was lovely and she gave
FFR .

us sweets. Mrs told the social worker we

slept in their best room but we slept on the kitchen

floor. The social worker didn't believe me when I told

her that.

I had to call Mr and Mrsmum and dad.
There was cne time Mr_ came back and asked me

where my mother was. She was in bed with the butcher

and I told him that. I didn't understand what it meant.

Mr-chased us all out of the house. I don't

FFR
know what happened next. Mrs battered me for
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that.
FFR ,
Mrs used to say she was going to see the
Queen when she went out. She would lock us in the

house. She locked her own children in too, not just me

and the other foster girl.

FFR

If I did something wrong, Mrs would slap
me in the face. It was a life of hell. 1In terms of
FFR
people who abused me, Mrs was the worst of

the lot. She used to hit me with a belt, the type you
use to sharpen razors. I have still got a scar on my
leg from where she cut me when she got caught in bed
with the butcher. I don't know how many times she hit
me. I would be screaming when she did it. Belts
terrified me.

She used to get nylon stockings from men. It was
just after World War II. She put nylon tights on me.

It was to try and hide the bruises.

FFR

Mrs

beat me every other day.

FFR

Mrs beat her own daughter too. She didn't

beat the other foster girl. She was timid.
I remember that the Queen or someone in the

Royal Family was getting married or engaged or

FFR

something. Mrs was watching it on TV with
her pals. I said something and she picked me up and
dropped me on the floor. I had a sore bum for days.
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The got me up in the middle of the night

once. It was because I had taken the end of

a shepherd's crook to help get apples off the trees.

One of my friends had marvellous apple trees at her
mum's house. I left the end of the crook in a tree.

Mr _asked me where it was. I told him someocne
had put it up in a tree. He said he would see them

about that but I think he knew it was me. He didn't

batter me, and he wouldn't let Mrsbatter me.

g i FF
There was an incident where Mrs &

stripped
me naked, strapped me and then threw me into nettles.

I can't remember what it was for. She dragged me out of
the nettles and hosed me down. There were three men
working there at the time and they were disgusted. That
was one of the times that I had to sleep in the barn,
scared of the stag's head.

I told the social worker the truth about what it was
like at the but she didn't believe me. She
would say, "Oh, you're an awful girl". I don't think
the social worker wanted to know. Even though she
didn't believe me, the social worker must have said

FFR

something to Mrs because I got beaten by her

after the social worker left.

. FFR-SPO
The social worker took us away from the

I think she must have seen the bruises on my legs after

98



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

FFR beat me and threw me in the nettles.

Mrs
I was taken away about a couple of weeks or maybe
a month after my last beating. The social worker came

for me and took me away on a train to Abelour Orphanage.

She didn't say why, but I think those three guys

F =

Mrs il used to have a saying. She would

say, "If you don't behave, you'll go to Abelour", so
I thought Abelour would be bad, but I would have gone
anywhere to get away from Mrs e "

From paragraph 65 to 93, 'Jane' tells of her
experiences in Abelouror Orphanage. She was visited by
her older adult brother, who she met for the first time
when she was age 13 or 14.

Turning now to paragraph 94 on page 17:

"My brother was living in Glasgow where his
girlfriend was. He was living in army barracks, then he
got a house. He got me out of Abelour Orphanage when
I was 15. Although I liked Abelour, I was glad to get
out. My brother told me I would be leaving Abelour. He
wrote to tell me. The staff at Abelour Orphanage read
your letters but they had to give me that letter as my
brother was coming back to Abelour to pick me up.

I left about two months after my brother wrote me the

letter saying I was going to stay with him. I think
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LADY SMITH: 2 o'clock.
MS RATTRAY: And we hope to have a further read-in as well.
LADY SMITH: Thank you very much indeed. Just before

I rise, you may have noticed that two foster families
were mentioned, very briefly, the - and then the
those names are not to be repeated outside
this room.

I'11 rise now for the lunch break and sit again at
2 o'clock.

(12.55 pm)

(The luncheon adjournment)

(2.00 pm)

LADY SMITH: Good afternoon. Ms Innes, do we have the
witness for this afternoon ready?

MS INNES: We do. She is using the pseudonym 'Maisie'. She
was in care, in foster care, in a number of places in
Morayshire. We've not been able to ascertain who
precisely was responsible for her care. We have tried
to recover records from Moray, Aberdeen, Aberdeenshire
and Clackmannanshire all without success.

There is a suggestion in her statement that it could
lead to the responsible authority being Stirling and her
cypher was shared with that Local Authority prior to her
giving evidence, but as I say, neither we nor the

witness know exactly who was responsible for her care.
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Clydeville House near Buckie?

Yes.

I'm going to pass over that period of time until

paragraph 9 of your statement, which is on page 3.
You tell us that you moved away from the home and

you say that you were taken together with somebody else

; FPS
That's right, Mr

And you understand that he was from the Social Services?
That's what I understood, although at that point I'd
only been three years old so I didn't know what Social
Services were, you know, but with hindsight, obviously
it was. But I just remember leaving -- leaving
Clydeville and being told just, "You'd better be a good
girl now", and that was my sort of counselling before
moving on. I was, oh, okay. So I was warned I had to
be good.

You went with another girl?

Yes.

Who was the other girl? Was she related to you in any
way or not?

No.

Had she been at the home with you?

Yes, I think so. I think so.

And was she about the same age as you or was she older?
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Q.

No, she was about three years older than me. But I was
told at that point she was my sister.

Right.

Which I knew was -- even then I knew that wasn't right,
you know.

Okay. And then you moved to a family, I think they were
Yes.

Can you remember your first impressions of them as

a family when you arrived?

It all seemed pretty normal to a three-year-old at that
point. It was very different, quite frightening because
I'd left a very sort of secure place in Clydeville where
I'd felt very happy in fact, and suddenly I was taken
from there and told, "Be a good girl", and, "This is
your new mother and father", but I have no major
recollection of the place as such, you know.

Okay. And you say here that they had a little boy of
their own?

Yes.

Who was around the same age as you?

-was about -- oh, sorry, I shouldn't say that, but
yeah, he was about the same age as me, roughly.

Okay. And you've referred to your age already when you

went there and you say you think you were three at
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paragraph 11 because you remember being told that you'd
turned four?

Yes, that's right.

As well as the foster parents and their son, you say
that there were two women living in the house?

Yeah.

Who were they?

I'm not sure who they were. I assumed they were

. A ERF-SPO
relatives of either of the_ May have been
younger sisters of Mrs_ But it was never

ever made quite clear who exactly they were. But they
were what I would have said were family. And they lived
there.

Then you talk a little bit about the house and you say
it was in a new council estate --

Yes, yes.

A new house.

Mm~-hmm.

Did you and the girl you went with share a room?

Yes. Shared a bed.

Yes, I think you go on to say that at the top of the
next page.

All right. We shared a room, yeah.

If you look at paragraph 13, which is on page 4, you say

that to begin with, of course, you were in the house,
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just my observations, you know.

And you say that when she was away or even just out,
things were different in the house?

Even when she was there, if those two ladies were
around, they -- they sort of beat me up and punched me
and she didn't really stop them. That was the only
thing I could say about Mrs- against her, is
that she didn't stop anything happening.

Over the top of the next page at paragraph 27, you say
that you never saw or heard of any of your own family
when you lived there.

No, no.

After you went into care, did you have any contact with
your family?

No, no. None. No.

In the next paragraph you talk about oversight and
inspection by the fostering authority.

Ch yes.

You say that you remember one time going to see

Mr FPS

Yes. I remember going into an office in Buckie, which
was not far from - just about 10 miles, I think,
and I don't know why I was there. I don't know if maybe
I had to report that I was still alive or something.

Maybe, you know. I have no idea why I was there, but
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Yeah, they would give me a punch or a -- or a kick on
the leg even.

And I think you said that sometimes Mrs_was
there and she did nothing --

She didn't say anything, no. At the time I remember
they were making hot drinks and they had sat me -- one
of them had sat me on the table, because I was quite
tiny, of course, and I don't know if they'd asked me

a question and I didn't answer it appropriately or how
they wanted it answered and I was just slapped

completely off the table. Which was quite shocking, you

know. But again that was just -- it seemed to be
accepted by Mrs_ if she knew. I don't know.
I don't know. But they were, they were -- they were

both really awful.

And you say --

They certainly didn't want me there. Maybe I had taken
their bedroom or something, I don't know, but we all

seemed to be guite squashed in because there was Mr and

Mrs ERF-SPO there was- there was these two
sisters, and then there was-and me, and it

could only have been at the very most three bedrooms.
So maybe they had been elbowed out of their room so we
could be taken in. That was my sort of overall

impression.
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Ckay.

But again that's just me, my perspective on things.
And you say at paragraph 32 that they also called you
names and --

Ch gosh, yeah.

-—- made comments about your mother as well?

Yes, which I had never even knew I had a mother, but
when I was told I had a mother, I was told that she was
a whore, a word I didn't understand. I mean, I didn't
know how it was spelt, even, you know. It was just
absolutely awful.

You say that this happened on a daily basis.

Yes.

And it continued the whole time that you lived with the
Yes, yves,

And then you talk about an incident that happened with
Mr ERF

Yeah.

I don't know if you feel able to tell us about that?
Well, I think I'd been about five or six and it was
summertime because it was very light and- and
I had been put to bed and told, "Stay in bed", or
whatever, but I had got up to look out the window

because it was broad daylight and Mr ERF was
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working in the garden and he had -- he saw me and he
came in and came upstairs and dragged me out of my bed,
because I had obviously jumped in again, and dragged me
downstairs into the sitting room. There was a fire on,
so it must have been a chilly kind of evening.
Then he pulled me onto his knee or whatever, I think
I had on a nightie or pyjamas or something, but anyway,
he exposed me and he took the poker and put it in the
fire and said, "If you don't behave again, this is going
up inside you", and that is just imprinted in my memory.
I don't remember afterwards. I must have been too
shocked. I don't remember going back to my bed or even
the next day. It's just a total —-- it's totally black
to me.
You say in the next paragraph that we can see on the
screen that after that incident you hated living in the
house and wished that you were someone else.
Oh, I did, vyes.
You then go on at paragraph 37 to say that you think you
were about eight when you left that house?
Yes. I think so.
And you think that wasn't too long after the incident
with the poker that you've referred to?

I think so, because I don't remember using much in the

way of evasive action with Mr from that
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point onwards, so whether he was away working or what,
but I don't remember any more of him at all.

Then you say that you have a recollection of
Mrs_ being in hospital, the two older women
looking after you and there being an air of tension in
the house?

Yes. There was.

Then you left. Can you describe what you recall
happening?

When I left?

Mm-=hmm.
Mr (S came to the door, I remember Mr and he
said -- well, I didn't have much to pack anyway.

I could put it in a little knapsack. And he said,

"We're going off to_ or something. Not saying
that we were leaving the ERSER but -- they

weren't there to say goodbye or anything.

Mrs_was there, but none of the others. DNot

the sisters or anyone else. But we had obviously been
told we were leaving, because- was crying and
I thought: what are you crying for? Which made me think
that she'd had an easier time than me.

And how did you feel about leaving?

ERF

Delighted. I had put up with so much. Mr

in particular, but the continuous abuse that I received
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You were never shown any love and attention.

Never.

And again there were differences in the way in which
they treated --

Yes, very much so, yeah. When I read back my statement,
I can see the parallels between foster care 1 and foster
care 2. There was a definite, definite divide where

I was treated differently. Treated with total lack of
affection, where in particular I could see- in
this one and - in the other one getting love,
getting hugs. Nothing, nothing.

Over the next page you talk in the next paragraph about
the incident with the sewing box that you've told us
about.

Ch yes.

At paragraph 56 you tell us that you were moved then
from that house and I think you said earlier in your
statement that you thought you were there maybe for

a year to 18 months?

Yes, it didn't seem long, no.

Can you remember how you found out that you were moving
from there?

Again, Mr in his shiny black car came and picked
us up. And said we were going to Macduff. I was, "Oh,

right, where's that?" By that time I was old enough to
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realise that again I would have to start over, start my
whole life over again, and that was quite daunting
because I had more idea of what was coming, you know,
new places, new faces, new teachers, new school.

What did you feel about leaving the house in -
I was really quite ambivalent about that.

You say that Mrcame and collected you. Can you
remember any discussion with him or with Ms Kennedy
about moving?

No, none. Nothing. Absolutely not.

And then you moved to Macduff. I think the foster
carers you stayed there, Mr and Mrs during the
time you lived with them, they moved house during the
time that you were there.

Mm~-hmm.

So if we talk about the first house that you went to
when you moved to live with them, what was it like?
Yes, that was in _and it was quite a shock
because I had come from a newly-built fully electric
house, et cetera, and we arrived at this tiny cottage,
there was no electric -- there was gas lights on the
wall, those flaring things. There was no bathroom at
all. It was an outside loo. We had to sort of climb
almost like a ladder to get up to a bed in the attic.

Yes, you say at the bottom of this page that you and the
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period of time or did they change?

Yes. The one that was in the prefab house in -
- moved to the house in - but then she got
another lodger and he was a bit younger, I think he'd
maybe be 40, 50-ish, but he was quite a frightening man.
There was something about him. I know now that he had
mental health issues, but at that point I didn't
understand that. But he had definitely got issues. And
he wasn't, working either.

Right. So there was this man who you think was 40,
50-ish?

Yeah.

And you said he was younger than the other lodger?
Yeah, the other guy would be about 60-ish, I think.

And the foster parents themselves, the ERAERD how old
were they, do you know?

Well, the man I remember being told at the very
beginning was 72 when I arrived.

Right.

And she was 50-ish.

Okay.

But he was definitely in his early 70s. I mean, he
looked an old man. You know, he had the grey moustache
and the pipe. Very stereotypical-locking old man.

At this paragraph you say that when you were about 14,
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the other girl who had been with you up until that time
moved out.

Yes. She moved out and got married. She was only about
18 but she got married.

And at that point you moved into the foster mother's
bedroom and --

No, the foster mother moved into my bedroom.

I see.

I don't know why, but all of a sudden she was there.
Because I thought, oh, got a bed to myself, but that
didn't happen, no.

Okay.

And she was a big woman, this Mrs EEe

a huge woman,
and very muscular. Well, to me at that age she seemed
that way.

You say you stayed in that house for the next four years
until you were 172

Yes, I think maybe I'd be nearer 18 than 17 because

I had started nurse training and so I must have been 17
and a half.

QOkay.

But there was an absolute dreadful incident in the house
between these two men where the younger guy, who I said

seemed to have mental health issues, he attacked the

older guy in the bedroom that they shared and it was
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a total bloodbath. It was absolutely awful. I phoned
the police and they said to me, "You know, you really
shouldn't be here", so I ... after that, I decided I had
to make a move so I found a nice lady in the next
village who toock me in as a lodger, just for a short
while, because after that I moved into the nurses' home.
And I had a room to myself in the nurses' home.

You go on in your statement to talk about some of the
routine in this home with the RRAERE and at

paragraph 66 you remember, I think, going to a store
with the foster mother.

Yes, I remember that, yes. I remember that it was

a shop in- By that time I knew that the
clothing I was acquiring was paid by Social Services and
I was allowed, say, two pairs of socks and three pairs
of knickers and whatever was the list in those days, you
know.

And you say there was a list of things that you were
allowed to buy.

Yes.

But there was a degree --

Because I remember her being there with the list.

Right. You talk at paragraph 67 again about schooling.
So when you moved to Macduff, you changed school again

and initially went to Macduff Primary and then to the
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see you progressing", or -- but I'm basically told,
"You're not -- although you've got the intellectual
ability, because of your background, because of who you
are, you're not going"™, just, "Basically you're not
going". I wasn't given, like, an option.

So that was -- by that age, of course, I was very
aware of what was going on and that was a huge setback
for me.

And you say that --

I was made to learn shorthand and typing. I wasn't very
good at it. Instead of -- I did have one language, but
if I had gone to Banff Academy, I'd have had one
language and I would have had Latin because it was a far
superior education, a very good school. But I got
French and bookkeeping and stuff like that.

And you say that you left school at 15 and got a job in
a solicitors' office in Banff?

I did, I did. I saw a notice on the school notice board
and I just went for it.

And when you started working there, did you have to give
any of your wages to the or did you get to keep
your wages, can you remember?

Oh no, no, no, I had to pay. I got £3 a week and

I think I gave them £2 and I had £1. I had bus fares

and things like that. But no, no, I had to pay. 1I'd
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pieces in it and a present from Social Services. Books.
I used to just get books by that point. I remember
getting What Katy Did and What Katy Did Next. I loved
them. I liked Katy.

Then you go on at paragraph 75 to say that you got no
help or information from the foster mother --

No, no, no.

And again in relation to visits, at paragraph 77 you can
recall a couple of visits from Ms Kennedy.

Yes, I don't remember her at all in what I call the
hovel in_ I remember her in the prefab
house. I remember more the big shiny car sitting in the
road than anything else. I remember her twice, I think.
Can you remember if she spoke to you on your own then?
No, she didn't, no.

Was she speaking to Mrs ERa
Yes.

And were you there when she was speaking to Mrs BB
can you remember?

Not all the time I don't think, no. Because usually the
two of them would be there before I came in from school
or whatever. I remember coming home at lunchtime from
school -- at that time I was able to walk home -- and

they'd obviously timed it so that Ms Kennedy would see

me on my lunch break. But no prior knowledge of her
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visit or anything, although Mrsmust have been
told. Or maybe not. Maybe she did appear out of the
blue on an ad hoc inspection. I doubt it, but ...
Okay. Then at paragraphs 78 and following you go on to
some of the things that happened when you were in this
house.

Yes, yes.

And you talk about the first lodger, I think this might
be the older man?

Yes, yes.

And are you able to tell us how he behaved towards you?
Well, to me, until him creeping into my bedroom,

et cetera, I thought he was just guite a quiet, pleasant
old man who wouldn't do any harm, just, you know.

I think when you're a young girl and there's an older
man, you don't really have them in your vision as such.
But I don't know if he'd been out -- I think he'd been
out drinking because I was in bed and he'd come back and
he came creeping into my bedroom, because this was in
the prefab so my bedroom was just completely next door
to the sitting room and the bathroom and everything was
very close together. So it was quite easy for him to
just slip into my bedroom.

Okay.

And again, I was quite young, about 13. 13, yeah,
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0.

talk about lessons to be learned, obviously you said in
the section that we looked at there that you've tried to
turn the negative into a positive and I think you look
forward, as you say. Are you able to explain why you
came forward to the Ingquiry to look back, in essence?

I know. I had been reading a lot about this Inquiry in
the press, et cetera, and thought, you know, it's about
time that you did something to hopefully mitigate things
for children coming behind you. So I plucked up courage
and thought right -- I always felt that because I was in
foster care and all the abuse was behind closed doors
that there was no one that you could -- there was no
witnesses. So I always felt it was absolutely pointless
to say anything. Even with the dire abuse that I went
through, especially with Mr I still felt
that it was pointless of me.

But anyway, when this came up, I thought now is my
chance to put in my little bit into this huge pool of
information that you've got now, and if it helps in any
way, I'm more than happy.

But my statement will be shredded. Very soon. Yes.

And my children don't know I'm here. They don't
know about this at all. I feel that the buck stops here
with me.

I think you say in this final paragraph here at 97, you
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LADY SMITH: If you're going north, it will be one of the

platforms on the outside, one side or the other of the
station.

Okay, thank you. Good luck.

LADY SMITH: I'm sure our team will help with that.

Yes.

LADY SMITH: Thank you.

(The witness withdrew)

LADY SMITH: I just need to remind people that there were

i 500 i ERF-SPO
two foster families mentioned there, the _

and the ERA-ERB Their names aren't to be repeated

outside this room. There were also some references to
other children in foster homes whose names can't be
mentioned outside this room. At one point 'Maisie'
herself used her own name, but as you should have picked
up, that's an identity which is protected and is not to
be repeated.

So, Ms Innes.

MS INNES: My Lady, we have another read-in with

an applicant present to hear that. Ms Rattray will deal
with that and again I'll try to briefly speak to the

witness before she leaves.

LADY SMITH: Thank you very much.

Whenever you're ready, Ms Rattray.
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