




















































































































































































1 A. Okay , we l l , I can ' t -- I don ' t want to tell lies , 

2 I don ' t know exactly when I reported it , but I did . 

3 Q . It was recently , as opposed to back --

4 A. Because in Angus when I first got my papers from Moray 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

Council in 2017 , records of abuse they admitted 

I contacted Angus Pol ice , CID, " Yes , ' Mike ', good case 

here , get a lawyer , but phone in Aberdeenshire CID", 

because I was born in Turriff, so I know up there, so 

I contact them, their CID says again , " Yes , a good case , 

forward it to Moray Council , Moray CID" . I con tacted 

them . Well , - brother - was alive at the time , 

he ' s dead now, in the last 

and _ , a woman phoned me , "We ' ve questioned two 

peopl e i n mind and they ' ve tol d me ... " Told l ies , 

never laid a finger on me . And the CID, that woman said 

to me if I was ever to phone - and call her 

a liar , they would come and arrest me . I said , " How 

dare you? Arrest me? " I said she ' s a liar . But I had 

to live with it a nd I still am today . Until n ow, this 

is my day . 

2 1 Q . From what you say there and what you tell us in your 

22 statement , I think bef ore you went to the police , you 

23 had spoken to - directl y about the --

24 A. Aye . 

25 Q. -- abuse that you ' d suffered? 
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1 A. Uh- huh uh- huh uh- huh . I was wrong, but I just cou l dn ' t 

2 help myself . 

3 Q. How did you contact her? 

4 A. I just phoned, I just phoned . 

5 Q. What did you say when you phoned her? 

6 A. Oh, (unc l ear) don ' t want to tell lies , I just said , " You 

7 

8 

9 

remember the day you beat me up" type of thing and 

again , "Oh , I never touched you". God, how dare she . 

She walks the streets like, well , look at me . 

10 Q. So you phoned her and you asked her about it? 

11 A . Yeah . 

12 Q. And she denied it? 

13 A. Oh . 

14 Q . Did you ever speak to her on any other occasion about 

15 what she ' d done? 

16 A. No , no , no , no , no , no , I left it , because I know 

17 this my time would come . 

18 Q. Then you say that you went to the police , you gave 

19 

20 

a statement to the police, and the police told you that 

they had spoken to - · 

21 A. Yeah , that was over the phone , yeah . 

22 Q. They told you that she had denied the allegations that 

23 you ' d made? 

24 A. Yeah, as she would . As she would . 

25 Q. Then I think they said to you on the phone that you 
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1 weren ' t to contact her --

2 A . Aye , or call her a liar was the words they used, " Don ' t 

3 

4 

5 

you dare phone _ , ' Mike ', or call her a liar . If 

you do , we ' ll come and arrest you". And I says you 

don ' t want to make a swear . Thank you . 

6 Q. Thank you . 

7 A . How dare they . 

8 Q. That was what the police told you at the time? 

9 A . Yeah . 

10 Q. Since then , have you ever had any contact with the 

11 police about 

12 A . I did try to phone back , after I let things live for 

13 

14 

15 

16 

a minute , but I couldn ' t remember that lady ' s name , so 

I did try and phone , once we got this ball rolling , 

I phoned the CID in Elgin and I got a man and he told me 

the woman ' s name , I still forget it , but anyway . 

17 Q . Beyond that , you ' ve never heard anything? 

18 A. Oh no , no , no , no, no, no . 

19 Q . Okay . You tell us at paragraph 54 that certainly at the 

20 

21 

time you didn ' t report the abuse that you were suffering 

to the social work department? 

22 A . No , no , no . 

23 Q . And you say that you were too scared? 

24 A . Of course , aye . 

25 Q . Now you --

93 



1 A . Because I knew the council were prepared to do it . 

2 I know that -- if Mr liillllll moved, I knew what the 

3 

4 

5 

6 

council would do to me . So I was scared to speak to me . 

Oh , we ' l l beat you up again , pal . So I was scared . 

I was under their control . They were in control of my 

head . I hate being controlled . 

7 Q . You speak in the bottom half of this page , so paragraph 

8 

9 

10 

55 to begin with , you say there that you did have some 

contact with _ , so presumably up until the time 

that you got married when you were still living with 

11 Mrs _ , and then -- so you carried on having some 

12 contact with - after that? 

13 A. Oh yes , I always had -- I had daily contact with her . 

14 I had daily contact . 

15 Q . You say that you asked her for advice on decisions that 

16 you wanted to make? 

17 A . Yeah , yeah . Yeah . 

18 Q . Given the way that she behaved towards you when you were 

19 a child, why --

20 A. Yes , that ' s --

21 Q . - - did you continue to contact her? 

22 A . I don ' t know, but you ' ll probably see in my witness 

23 

24 

25 

statement Paula Hamilton , and she ' s just like you and me 

and Lady Smith , asking me questions, and she says that 

is normally what a child would do, to go to that abuser 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

for approval . Because I knew if I did something wrong , 

like I refused do anything, - would beat me . So 

I said, 'ltlllr have met such- and-such , I ' m going 

(unclear) is that okay with you? " She wou ld say " yes" 

or " no", and if she said no I still did it, but I still 

asked her advice . The psychiatrist said people who are 

abused do , so I don ' t know if that ' s an answer . 

8 Q . You tell us about that at paragraph 57 that we can see, 

9 

10 

so you ' d the Paula Hamilton that you mentioned there 

is a psychiatrist? 

11 A. Yes . She ' s brilliant, brilliant . It says here that ' s 

12 what -- aye . 

13 Q . You then say at the bottom of this page : 

14 

15 

" I spoke to her in the street and asked her why she 

used to beat me all the time ." 

16 A. Oh aye . 

17 Q. And she said "Beat you, I could have killed you , 

18 •-•, many a time". 

19 A. Many a time . Many a time she told me the same story, 

20 

21 

22 

23 

I was trying to get into her , let her know I was hurting 

but I didn ' t want to get too much, didn ' t want to get 

involved with police because other things , so I didn ' t 

trust the pol ice after they tell don ' t phone them. But 

24 ll'illalways said , " Hit you? I could have killed you many 

25 a time". And that was her actual words . 
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1 Q . So this is a --

2 A . And my God she could have killed me , she could have 

3 

4 

5 

killed me if - had not taken her off of me , if I ' m 

honest , she could have killed me , no problem, and she 

loved it . Loved it . Like a wee rag doll . 

6 Q. Sorry? 

7 A . I was a wee rag doll to her . She loved beating me up . 

8 Q . I think that -- so what I wanted to ask you about 

9 here --

10 A. Sorry . 

11 Q. -- was that you spoke to her on the street . This is 

12 a conversation that you had on the street? 

13 A. Uh-huh . 

14 Q . And I just want to understand, you ' ve talked about 

15 phoning her up when you ' ve contacted the police? 

16 A. Uh-huh , uh-huh 

17 Q. When was this time when you ' ve spoken to her on the 

18 

19 

20 

street? Was it years ago or was it more recently? 

A. No , it was years ago . (Unclear) seven or eight years , 

maybe more . It (unclear) time I phoned her , no . 

2 1 Q . on that occasion that she met you on the street , you say 

22 

23 

that her exact words were that she could have killed 

you? 

24 A . Oh aye . She was honest . She would have killed me . 

25 Q . Okay . 
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1 A. Many a night she was beating me up I was screaming , as 

2 

3 

you would at that age . But she loved it , loved the 

feeling of it . 

4 Q . I f we can just deal with a couple of things in relation 

5 to - • s response or potential response to 

6 A. Oh aye , aye , I know what ' s coming . She ' s an angel. 

7 Q. We might hear evidence from - during the course of 

8 this case study. 

9 A. Okay , fine . 

10 Q. I ' d just like to put some things to you that we might 

11 hear evidence about , okay? 

12 A. This has made my day , yeah , this has made my day . To 

13 contact her . This is what I ' m here for . I want her . 

14 Q. Okay , we l l , if I can just ask you a couple of things 

15 

16 

17 

about what we might hear from her . We might hear 

evidence from her that you had a good relationship . 

I take it you would disagree with that? 

18 A. Oh , I do . I was scared, I was scared of her . Scared of 

19 

20 

21 

22 

her . Good relation? Scared of her . Even if she 

walked in the door now I ' d still be scared of her, 

because I know what she ' s capable of doing . I know 

she ' s an old woman , but I knew what she could do 

23 Q . She might give evidence that , for example , you kept in 

24 touch and that your husband --

25 A. Her husband . 
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1 Q . Her husband helped you get a job on the oil rigs . 

2 A . Yeah , because he worked the rigs also . 

3 Q . Is that right? 

4 A . That ' s correct , yeah . 

5 Q . We might hear her evidence that you were treated t he 

6 same as she and her siblings were? 

7 A . Aye , okay . 

8 Q . Is that something you ' d agree with or disagree with? 

9 A . Well I won ' t say yes to that one , I ' d say a big no . No 

10 way . She ' s a chancer . 

11 Q. Then she might deny that abuse took place . 

12 A . Of course she wi l l , of course she will . She ' s evil. 

13 I can ' t emphasise that enough . 

14 Q . Right . So I ' d just l ike to move on to a couple of final 

15 

16 

17 

18 

things . 

At paragraph 70 of your statement at page 13, you 

talk there I think in a bit more detail about trying to 

get your records --

19 A. Yeah . 

20 Q . - - and the difficulties that you had? 

21 A . Paragraph 71 you ' re at? Paragraph 71? 

22 Q . Paragraph 71 . 

23 A . Yeah , I ' ve got you . 

24 Q . You talk there about a Susan McLaren . Did she work for 

25 Moray Council? 
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1 A. Yeah , she was the children ' s officer , head of that 

2 department . I can ' t remember her proper title , but 

3 Q . And then you said -- I think you say over the page that 

4 ultimate l y somebody called Kathy Henwood assisted you? 

5 A. Yeah , that was - - yeah . Between that and Susan McLaren , 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

my records , they say we don ' t know anything about you, 

_ , all we knew you were a foster , hadn ' t got 

a clue about you . So me , I ' m persistent , I ' ll phone 

again . So I phoned the next day , and this is not here, 

the this name . I phoned the next day and I got her 

second in command I believe which was a guy called 

Lawrence Findlay, he said, oh, I believe you phoned 

yesterday, spoke to Susan . I said yes . I ' ll tell you 

the same thing , don ' t know a thing about you . Put down 

the phone . So persistent as I am, following day I tried 

again and I got a Kathy Henwood, in the third line of 

the chain . So she said ' Mike' , come up to Elgin , so 

I drove from Moray , I drove up to Elgin , went into 

a room, the three of us , "' Mike ', there ' s your records". 

That was 2017 , I knew my father . I knew my sisters . 

They admitted they abused me . They admitted I was this 

and that. Oh . You know the rest . 

23 Q . Okay . 

24 

25 

Then just finally , ' Mike ', I ' d like to ask you if 

you think that there are things that we can learn from 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

the experience that you went through , maybe about --

I don ' t know whether you have any thoughts about foster 

carers or you ' ve talked a bit about the accommodation, 

for example 

5 A. Yeah , aye . 

6 Q . - - and that wasn ' t appropriate? 

7 A. Well (unclear) through . 

8 Q . That might be something that we might be able to learn? 

9 A. Yeah , yeah , aye . 

10 Q. You ' ve talked again about your relationship or lack of 

11 relationship 

12 A. Yeah , right . 

13 Q. -- with Mr _ , the social worker . 

14 A. Oh , I think there ' s maybe people , foster people maybe 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

check out before you put a kid with them . Check their 

background. I can ' t find the words I ' m trying to use, 

but you know what I ' m saying . Check their background 

before kids are putting in . These were children ' s 

officers , I assume they ' re (unclear) these days , but by 

God was Mr 1111111 an animal , an animal , sorry, that ' s 

the only word I can describe him. Simply one animal , 

bleep, bleep, bleep . 

23 Q . I t ' s not just foster carers and their accommodation and 

24 suchlike that needs checking --

25 A. Aye . 
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1 

2 

Q . but the people that are social workers , they need to 

be properly checked is what you ' re saying? 

3 A . Aye , aye , I think so . 

4 Q . I s there anything else that you ' ve thought about that 

5 

6 

might be something that we should learn from your 

experience? 

7 A . No , no , no . Actually, to be honest with you , I didn ' t 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

come here to do that to you , to think how you should run 

your business . I'm only hear to answer your questions 

about mine . So I can ' t -- I can ' t tell you what to do 

and I don ' t know what the future could be, but this is 

my part . This is my future now . I ' m that size now . 

I ' m not a wee boy . As (unclear) says , I ' m the father of 

that wee boy . I ' ll l ook after him . Come on , son . I 'l l 

look after him . 

16 Q. I think that ' s --

17 A . I want the best for that wee boy and I ' m that wee boy . 

18 I'm getting angry, Lady Smith, I ' m getting angry now . 

19 Q . I think that ' s why you found it important to come 

20 forward 

2 1 A . Yeah , yeah , yeah , yeah . 

22 Q . - - and share your experience with us . 

23 A . Yeah . 

24 MS INNES : Okay , thank you , ' Mike ' . I don ' t have any more 

25 questions for you . 

101 



1 A. Okay , thank you . 

2 MS INNES : There 's no outstanding applications , as far as 

3 I am aware , my Lady . 

4 LADY SMITH : Can I check whether there are any outstanding 

5 

6 

7 

applications for questions? 

' Mike ', I have no further question s for you . I just 

want to thank you very much for engaging --

8 A. You ' re welcome , you ' re welcome , you ' re welcome , you ' re 

9 welcome . 

10 LADY SMITH : -- with us the way you have done with your 

11 

12 

written statement and now you have really made your 

evidence come alive by --

13 A. Cheers thank you , I have waited long enough for this 

14 

15 

day . Thank you for giving me the chance to be here 

today, Lady Smith, and all you guys here . Thank you . 

16 LADY SMITH : Well , you ' ve hel ped me , you ' ve helped me learn 

17 and I ' m really grateful for that . 

18 A. I'm honoured, honoured, I am . I ' m touched . I ' ll be 

19 

20 

crying, but anyway , I ' m getting emotional now . Th is has 

made my day . 

2 1 LADY SMITH: I can let you go . 

22 A. Thank you . 

23 (The witness withdrew) 

24 LADY SMITH : We take the lunch break now? 

25 MS INNES : Yes , my Lady , we have another witness at 
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1 2 o ' clock . 

2 LADY SMITH : Very well . 

3 We ' ll do that and before I rise , just to flag up 

4 that ' Mike ' mentioned some names that are covered by my 

5 general restriction order, his foster mother , 

6 Mrs _ , her three children, - - and 

7 1111, and also his own sister I think was mentioned at 

8 one point as well , _ , so they can ' t be repeated 

9 outside this room . 

10 Thank you all very much and I ' ll sit again at 

11 2 o ' clock . 

12 (12. 4 6 pm) 

13 (The luncheon adjournment) 

14 (2 . 00pm) 

15 LADY SMITH : Good afternoon . We have another witness ready, 

16 

17 

have we? 

(Pause for technical reasons) 

18 LADY SMITH: All good, thank you very much indeed. 

19 As we were , Ms I nnes , let ' s try again . 

20 MS INNES : My Lady , the next witness is ' Linda '. We have 

2 1 

22 

23 

24 

25 

not been able to recover any records which would confirm 

who was responsible for ' Linda ' s ' care . However , her 

own understanding is that it would be South Lanarkshire 

Council . I understand that she , through her solicitors, 

has recovered some redacted records . She certainly 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

speaks in her statement about going to see 

a Ms McKendrick in an office in Hamilton and we served 

section 21 notices on South Lanarkshire Council and 

Glasgow City Council , because they hold archives for the 

earlier per iod, but without success to date . 

However , it does appear that the responsible 

authority is likely to be South Lanarkshire . 

' Linda ' was first in Smyllum and part of her 

statement was read in previously under the pseudonym 

' Alison ' on Day 30 . 

11 LADY SMITH : Thank you very much . 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

' Linda ' (sworn) 

LADY SMITH : ' Linda ', before I hand over to Ms Innes , just 

let me explain a couple of things . You have a red 

folder there that has your written statement in it , the 

one you signed, but we ' l l also show you parts of your 

statement up on the screen in front of you as we go 

through your evidence . 

19 A . Yes . 

20 LADY SMITH : Can I just assure you , I know that doing what 

2 1 

22 

23 

24 

25 

you ' re about to do isn ' t easy, and giving evidence about 

anything in this sort of setting is hard, and it ' s 

particularly hard where what we need to ask you about is 

your own life , your past , and particularly your 

childhood . I do understand that that can be tough , and 
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1 

2 

indeed sometimes people ' s emotions can take them by 

surprise . That ' s perfectly all right . 

3 A. Mm-hmm . 

4 LADY SMITH: What I would ask is you let me do anything 

5 

6 

7 

I can do to help . If you have , for example , a n y 

questions , or if you want a break or just a pause, 

that ' s all right . 

8 A. Yes . 

9 LADY SMITH: You let me know what will work for you . I f it 

10 works for you , it ' ll work for me . 

11 A. Okay . 

12 LADY SMITH: If you ' re ready , I 'll hand over to Ms Innes and 

13 she ' ll take it from there . 

14 A. Thank you . 

15 LADY SMITH : Ms Innes . 

16 MS INNES : Thank you , my Lady . 

17 Questions from Ms Innes 

18 MS INNES : Now, 'Linda ', we understand that you were born in 

19 1949 . Is that right? 

20 A. Yes , that ' s right . 

21 Q . We have a copy of your statement . We give it the 

22 

23 

24 

25 

reference WIT . 001 . 001 . 2132 and it ' s coming up on the 

screen in front of you . 

If I can go to the final page , page 34 , you say 

there that you have no objection to your statement being 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

published as part of the evidence to the I nquiry . You 

believe the facts stated in the witness statement are 

true , and you signed it on 21 August 2017 . Is that 

right? 

5 A . That ' s correct . 

6 Q . I think you ' ve had a look over your statement again 

7 before giving evidence today? 

8 A . Yes , I did . Just last night . 

9 Q . Okay . Can I take you back to the start of your 

10 

11 

12 

13 

statement , please, and you tell us a little bit about 

what you understand of your early life . I think you 

were taken into care about the age of two and a ha l f ; is 

that right? 

14 A . That ' s right , yes . 

15 Q . If we go over the page to page 2 and paragraph 8 , you 

16 

17 

talk there about your aunt having spoken to t h e welfare 

officer , Ms McKendrick . 

18 A . Yes . 

19 Q . So I think that you ' d been in the care of your mother, 

20 

2 1 

22 

but then your mother had perhaps given you to her 

sisters to see if they could l ook after you ; is that 

right? 

23 A . Well , they wanted to take me on , but my mother didn ' t 

24 want them to - -

25 Q . Right . 
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1 A . - - as far as I know . 

2 Q . And the welfare officer 

3 A . Ms McKendrick . 

4 Q . Ms McKendrick said that your aunt couldn ' t take you 

5 on either because she had two children of her own? 

6 A . Yes , that was my aunt - but also my aunt Ill, who 

7 lived down in Nottingham. She actually came up to see, 

8 

9 

try and talk to my mother about taking me on . This is 

what I ' m led to believe, yeah . 

10 Q. You then went into Smyllum Park Orphanage , we 

11 understand? 

12 A . Yes. That was when I was -- two and a half, I was two 

13 

14 

or something . My mother had actually left me in 

a hospital in London --

15 Q . Okay . 

16 A . -- and came back without me . 

17 Q . Right . 

18 A . Seemingly there was a bit of a hullabaloo and I got 

19 transferred from London to Coventry --

20 Q . Right . 

2 1 

22 

23 

A . to somewhere there . And I think after a while 

Ms McKendrick, my welfare officer, she actually came and 

got me and brought me back to Scotland . 

24 Q. Okay . You know that part of your statement has already 

25 been read out --
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1 A . Yeah , I realise that , yeah . 

2 Q . -- in relation to Smyllum, but I do want to ask you 

3 

4 

about something that you tell us that happened at 

Smyl l um in relation to your first meeting with the 

5 - who went on to foster you . 

6 A . That ' s right . 

7 Q . If we go on to page 8 and starting at paragraph 40 . 

8 A . Yes . 

9 Q . There ' s a section there where you talk about meeting 

10 

11 

prospective foster carers . Can you tell us what 

happened? 

12 A . Yes . What happened that day in the orphanage , mother 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

superior came and got me and took me to my dormitory and 

she changed me from my wee b l ack dress and pinafore , my 

uniform, and put me into this blue little scratchy 

dress , which was so annoying . 

But anyway, she took me from there to parts of the 

orphanage that I ' d never seen before and then we arrived 

at this double doors , wooden doors . I can still see it 

in my mind today . And before we entered mother superior 

went right into my face and said to me not to speak 

unless I was spoken to . 

So then we went in there . The doors opened and 

there was all these children I ' d never seen before , with 

pretty little dresses and ribbons in their hair, and 

108 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

I knew they weren ' t from the orphanage , I ' d never seen 

them before . Besides , we all looked the same , we wore 

black and white pinafores and a bowl haircut . 

But anyway, what happened then , I was put in the 

middle of them all and then just after that , when they 

got us all sorted, the doors opened again and all these 

people came flooding in . It was prospective parents . 

And they came up and I saw them looking at all the 

children that was lined up . 

They came to me -- I mean , I didn ' t know what was 

happening . Nobody explained anything to me . I was just 

so unaware of what was going on . And when they got to 

me , they were looking through my hair , in my ears , in my 

teeth , asked me to open my mouth . It just -- I ca l led 

it a cattle market . I still do call it that . It was 

just awful . 

So all the wee pretty ones with their pretty dresses 

with ribbons in their hair got taken away and I was left 

standing . And then was my foster parents , who became my 

foster parents , came and took me and said, ''Come with 

me , darling", and took me out to the front door to where 

was the first time I met Ms McKendrick and she was 

standing there waiting for us with a chauffeur limousine 

and taking us away in that to go for a holiday weekend 

with them, just a kind of tryout . 
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1 Q . Okay . 

2 A . Sorry, I know I ' m sorry I went on there . 

3 Q . That ' s fine . 

4 LADY SMITH: Don ' t apologise . I do understand, as 

5 I explained earlier , this isn ' t easy . All right? 

6 A . Okay , then . Right . 

7 MS INNES : So they were taking you for a trial weekend? 

8 A . A trial weekend . They took me to where they lived 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

and -- still not knowing why this was all going on . 

Nobody ever explained anything . 

So I remember getting there and right away my mum 

I called them my mum and dad because I was brought up 

with them -- gave me a bag of sweets . I ' d never 

experienced that in my life , a bag of sweets all to me . 

Because in the orphanage you got one sweet a day and 

that was it , you know, and I couldn ' t believe this . 

So anyway, then at that point I asked if I could see 

my dormitory, I didn ' t know what a bedroom was , so 

a dormitory , so they took me to see my room and that was 

that . I had a really pleasant weekend . I ' ll always 

remember it . Because the very next day my mum left me 

with my dad and went out and bought me a new dress 

because the blue scratchy dress was irritating my skin 

and brought me a doll back to play with , which was 

lovely because we weren ' t allowed to play with toys in 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

the orphanage . They just didn ' t allow it . 

And I always remember my mum gave me a ring, 

a little signet ring from when she was a wee girl and it 

fitted me perfectly . I was so proud of this and I wore 

this all the time I was there . So - - I mean that was 

always in my mind, that , how nice it was . 

And then when we went back, I was taken back in the 

big chauffeur-dri ven car with Ms McKendrick . When 

I went back, they took the dress off me and the ring off 

me , the doll off me , and it was never to be seen ever 

11 again . So that was the weekend . 

12 Q . That was the weekend when you first met the ~ 

13 A . 

14 Q . You say , I think , that there was then a time between 

15 that and then you going to live with them . 

16 A . Yeah . 

17 Q . I don ' t think you know how long that was? 

18 A . No , I ' ve no idea how l ong it was in between . No sense 

19 of time in ther e . 

20 Q . Do you know roughly how old you were when you first 

2 1 met --

22 A. I was maybe about six, s i x and a half . I ' m not too 

23 sure . 

24 Q. Had you started school when you were at the orphanage? 

25 A . Yes , I did . 
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1 Q . I f we can move on, please, to page 14 , paragraph 69 , 

2 

3 

4 

this is where you tell us about then going to live with 

the- and I think you were taken there again by 

Ms McKendrick, were you? 

5 A. Yeah . 

6 Q. I f we maybe go back to paragraph 68 on the preceding 

7 page? 

8 A. About 69 is that . 

9 LADY SMITH : 68 ' s coming . There it is . 

10 A. Thank you . 

11 MS INNES : You talk there about the things that -- you say 

12 

13 

14 

you remember the day that you left Smyllum for good . 

You were taken by a nun and you were put in the blue 

scratchy dress again . 

15 A. Yeah . 

16 Q. You mention that you didn ' t get the doll , the dress and 

17 the ring that she had given you before . 

18 A. Yeah . 

19 Q. And you said you remember that you were crying when you 

20 realised 

21 A. Yeah , it was just the fact that my mum had brought it 

22 

23 

24 

up , because she ' d saw me with this blue dress again , and 

she asked where the dress was that I ' d come back with, 

and they said, "We don ' t know where it is". 

25 Q. Okay . 
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1 A . And then she asked about the ring and the doll , and it 

2 

3 

was just dismissed . They didn ' t know where it was . My 

mum was quite angry with that . 

4 Q . Then you say that you were taken home in Ms McKendrick ' s 

5 chauffeur - driven car? 

6 A . Again , yeah , and that was for good . 

7 Q . If we go on to the top of the next page , please , 

8 paragraph 69 , you talk about how old they were . 

9 A . How old they were, yeah . 

10 Q . So you know that your mum was born in 1923 . 

11 A. Uh-huh . 

12 Q. And your dad in 1913 . 

13 A . Yeah . 

14 Q . And you say you were in their care for around 14 years . 

15 

16 

I think you -- from the time that you arrived , you 

stayed with them until you were maybe 19? 

17 A. Yes , that ' s right, that ' s when I got married . 

18 Q . So after the time you ' d l eft care? 

19 A. Yeah . 

20 Q . You say at paragraph 70 you were well aware that they 

21 weren ' t your parents? 

22 A . Yeah . I mean they told me right from the start that --

23 

24 

25 

well , I knew I was aware of coming out of the home and 

I knew they weren ' t my -- my proper mum and dad . And 

they did speak about things like that , you know, about 
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1 me being in there . 

2 Q . You say that you remember your mum telling you how 

3 disgusted she was at the cattle market day at Smyllum? 

4 A . Yes, she did tell me about that , and it just refreshed 

5 my memory . I ' ve never forgot that anyway, you know . 

6 Q . Okay . You go on at the bottom of this page , so 

7 

8 

9 

paragraph 72 , you start telling us about various houses 

that I think you lived in . Initially you stayed in 

a counci l house outside Larkhall ; is that right? 

10 A. Yes , that was in a place called - . Right next 

11 to that was a village called - which my foster 

12 father came from . He was born and bred there . 

13 Q . And then you -- sorry . 

14 A . Yeah , we were in there until I was about nine . I was in 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

2 1 

22 

23 

24 

25 

right up until I was about nine , because 

I remember when I was ten we had moved to a place in 

Hamilton called and the reason I know it 

was -- I was ten was the time when Prince Andrew was 

born and it was on t he television . That ' s how I know 

I was ten when I lived there . That was a farm that we 

l ived in there . It was very isolated and I had to walk 

three miles to school every morning myself . My dad 

couldn ' t take me because -- or my mum , because it was 

too far . I used to set out really early in the morning 

to get to school . 

114 



1 

2 

Q . Then you say that after you lived in , you 

then can't remember all the moves in order , because - -

3 A . Yeah . 

4 Q . -- you moved to some different farms? 

5 A . Yeah . I think when we left there , that was in - - we 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

went to ... it was a place outside Strathaven . It 

wasn ' t Chapelton , it was another place like that , 

a little village . Again we lived on a farm that and it 

was quite isolated and I had to walk to school there as 

well . 

I took -- I had no sense of timing how long we were 

there , but I remember when we left there , we went to --

oh , in -- outside Glasgow , , and 

my dad got a job in the pits . He was a miner . And we 

were there for a wee while as well . 

Yeah . I don ' t think it was that long either . 

17 Q . Okay . 

18 A . I don ' t know . He was always moving job from place to 

19 

20 

place . You know, he never seemed to settle i n one 

place . 

2 1 Q . Okay . 

22 A . One of the things that I missed telling you that 

23 

24 

25 

I should have tol d you was when we lived in 

before we moved , I started noticing my dad hitting my 

mum, beating her up . That wasn ' t the first time I got 
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2 
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8 
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up and there was blood on the -- you know, the 

paintwork, you know , the doors and things like that . 

And it was then I started -- not long after that , he 

started hitting me . 

I t was only when he had a drink i n him, he was quite 

fond of the drink . And thinking about it , I don ' t know 

if that was why they kept moving jobs from place to 

place . I don ' t know if the drink had anything to do 

with that . 

10 Q . Okay . You mentioned there that you became aware and you 

11 

12 

say in your statement at a later point that you became 

aware that your father was violent towards your mother? 

13 A . Yeah . 

14 Q . And he was also hitting you as well at that time , 

15 I think? 

16 A. Yeah . That started when I was in -- I was in 

17 _ , I must have been eight was the very first 

18 time . 

19 Q . Okay . 

20 A . It ' s okay, I ' ll be fine . What happened was I remember 

2 1 

22 

23 

24 

25 

this night , my dad came in drunk -- and, by the way, my 

mum suffered from rheumatoid arthritis , so she had to 

sleep in a bed on her own because she was in a lot of 

pain with her knees and hands and her ankles , walking . 

So she used to sleep in what was supposed to be my 
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10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

bedroom and I slept with my dad . You know, I didn ' t 

know any better than that . 

And it was one night that it happened with my dad . 

I just ... felt this ... burning pain and I was 

screaming, I remember screaming, and my dad said to me, 

" Don ' t you say anything , I ' l l sort this out , don ' t say 

anything . If you say anything to your mum, you ' ll be 

going back to the home". 

My mum came running through because of the screaming 

and asked what was wrong and he said , " She ' s just having 

a bad dream". It was terrible . The pain was terrible . 

I t happened a few times after that as well . I t was 

in - • that was the first . But then it 

continued . I t continued right up to ... I remember 14 

or 15 . And then .. . I remember just shouting out one 

day -- I think I started going off the rails a wee bit . 

It was just all this . 

I knew within myself , not so much when I was a kid 

for the first time , but I knew by that age this wasn ' t 

right , this was wrong . And I was always very shy as 

a child as well . I think all this was all going on in 

my head . 

LADY SMITH: ' Linda ', you said a moment ago that you knew by 

that age this wasn ' t right , and then you said something 

else . 
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1 A . Yes , when I was 14 --

2 LADY SMITH : Two questions . What sort of age were you? 

3 A . 14 or 15 . 

4 LADY SMITH : 14 . And you said something after telling me 

5 

6 

that this wasn ' t right . Can you remember what it was 

you were trying to explain? 

7 A . The fact that my dad was raping me . 

8 LADY SMITH : Thank you . 

9 MS INNES : You ' ve explained, ' Linda ', that right from the 

10 very first house that you lived in at _ , 

11 although the impression -- I think although maybe you 

12 

13 

14 

had the impression that you might have your own room, in 

fact when you went to live with them it turned out that 

your mum and dad slept in separate rooms . 

15 A . Mm- hmm . 

16 Q. You say that -- and tell us in the statement , I think --

17 you had to share a bed with your father? 

18 A. Yeah . 

19 Q . For the whole time t h roughout all of these moves up 

20 

2 1 

until I think you say that you moved into a house in 

Blantyre? 

22 A . Blantyre . 

23 Q . Which you tel l us at about paragraph 78 . 

24 A . Yeah . 

25 Q . Then I think you shared with bed with your mum ; is that 
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1 right? 

2 A . When -- when -- when we moved to the - house we 

3 called it , that was , they let a lot of the rooms out and 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

we were the only one in there as a family . And when we 

moved in there , it was such a tiny, tiny room, so tiny 

you could hardly move in it , to be honest with you , 

never mind three of us . 

So when Ms McKendrick used to come out on her 

visits , she was under the impression that small little 

room was my bedroom, but it wasn ' t . It was all of our 

bedrooms . I never had a bedroom or a bed to myself , 

ever . It was awful . 

But -- oh , I have lost track . 

14 Q . Would it be okay if I ask you a little bit more about 

15 the - house , j ust now, ' Linda ' ? 

16 A . Yes, that ' s what I was meaning to tell you . 

17 

18 

19 

20 

2 1 

22 

23 

24 

25 

So what happened from there was that eventually we 

got another room, which was much bigger , with a big bay 

window in it . I mean it was an old-fashioned Victorian 

house and it was really quite roomy, but we actually 

started off in the smallest room in the house , but then 

we got this big room . And where the big bay window was , 

my mum put curtains across there and she had a bed in 

there , and then we had a couch , a settee, that came down 

and it went into a bed at night-time , and I still slept 
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2 

3 

4 

with my dad then . I was in secondary school by then . 

I think we moved there when I was about 12 or 13, 

I ' m not quite sure , but it was near enough that . And 

things still went on . 

5 Q . And your mum, you 're saying that --

6 A . She knew . 

7 Q . -- she was in the same room? 

8 A . Well , I ' m surmising . I think she must have heard things 

9 

10 

and knew stuff was going on . She was only a curtain 

away from where I was . Excuse me . 

11 Q . That ' s okay . 

12 A . My throat ' s dry . 

13 Q. That's okay . 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

I f I can just go back a l ittle and ask about the 

first house with the - where you had the wee 

room . I think you tell us that the - had, at 

paragraph 76 , they had more than one house in the 

avenue? 

19 A . Yeah , that ' s right . There was one at the beginning of 

20 

2 1 

22 

23 

the avenue and then you went up into an L shape and up 

at the top of the avenue was where we lived . I t was -­

i t was lovely . I think it had been like a big mansion 

at one time . A really lovely house . 

24 Q . You say that the other house was one where there were 

25 families . 
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1 A . I t was all families in there . Small children that lived 

2 in it . But --

3 Q . And sorry. 

4 A . None of the - family l ived in that one , just the 

5 one at the top of the avenue . 

6 Q . Okay . So you lived in this other house , in which you 

7 

8 

initially had a small room and then did you get another 

room in the same house? 

9 A . Yeah . 

10 Q. Yes . 

11 A . But we were all just in the one bedroom again . 

12 Q . Yes. You tel l us that it wasn ' t other families that 

13 were lodging in this house? 

14 A . No , it was lodgers , proper lodgers . Single men . 

15 Q . Okay . 

16 A . And again , like , the bedroom that we were in , the room 

17 

18 

19 

above was the same size, so it got about four beds in it 

for lodgers , and Mrs - she used to make meals 

for them, things like that . 

20 Q . Right . 

21 A . Yeah . Are you going to ask me -- I know . 

22 Q . Well , do you --

23 A. There was a time when I used to go shopping for them a l l 

24 

25 

and asked them if they wanted anything from the shops , 

some groceries and that , and I got to know everybody. 

121 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

One of the lodgers ... tried to make a pass with me when 

I was very young , I was about 14 as well . But I just 

screamed and ran . I remember that nothing happened . 

But also , Mrs - had a younger son . He was in 

his late 20s , He actually -- he actually 

took epi l eptic fits , do you know? 

7 Q . Mm-hmm . 

8 A. I always remember seeing him in one , one day . But 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

2 1 

22 

23 

24 

25 

anyway , my mum and dad went out this evening and with 

Mrs - to the local pub, and I was left in there, 

but I had went to the shops to get a comic and some 

sweets and came back to watch the television . But on 

the way up the avenue to go home , I knew somebody was 

following me behind me and I l ooked around and it was 

Mrs - • s younger son , I knew he 

seen me , but I was a l ways wary of him, you know, just 

never got a good feeling about him . 

So anyway, I ran on up, went into the - - where we 

lived, locked the door , a nd then I could hear the fron t 

door closing and then he tapped my door and I think he 

knew I was in there mysel f , and I says , " Mum and dad ' s 

not in just now , but they ' ll be home soon", and he goes , 

"Let me in to just speak to you , I need to speak to 

you", and silly, I opened the door and he threw me down 

on the ground in the room and I just screamed and 
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2 
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5 
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screamed and screamed. I knew what he was t rying to do . 

And I ran out the room . He ran out the room, because of 

the noise of the screaming and what not , and he told me 

never to tell my mum and dad , and if I tol d them, he 

would kill me . 

I was so frightened , I never did tell them . I never 

did tell anybody about anything like that . 

8 Q . Okay . 

9 A . Excuse me . 

10 Q. It ' s okay . 

11 A . Yeah . And also a while -- there was a man in there 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

2 1 

22 

23 

24 

25 

called Mr _ , I think it was _ , I ' m not too 

sure , one of the lodgers . He was a very well-educated 

man . He had a very good job and I liked him, he was 

a lovely man . He was he always smelt nice , do you 

know what I mean , and things like that , a nd I would get 

the odd piece of shopping for him, because I would 

always get t h reepence for going to buy sweets . 

But anyway , he used to come down and see my mum and 

dad and I always remember he was right into the crystal 

radio , you know the ones where you set it up , he sets i t 

up and gets i n touch with people from all over the 

world, do you know , and they would send cards back to 

see 

his 

they ' d call -- you know, they picked him up on 

what is it, crystals , a crystal radio? I know it 
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was an old thing , but anyway , I got right interested in 

that with him. 

So then one of the times I went up to get some 

shopping for him, to see if he needed shopping , he was 

just all over me . It was terrible . That place was 

horrible . And I was beginning to mature by then , do you 

know what I mean? 

8 Q . Did you feel that you were able or did you tell your mum 

9 or Ms McKendrick? 

10 A . I never told anybody . 

11 Q . Okay . About what had 

12 A . I was too frightened . I was always so frightened . In 

13 

14 

fact , I used to come out with my head down so I didn ' t 

need to l ook at peopl e , you know . That was it . 

15 Q . You said that Ms McKendrick visited you . Did she visit 

16 you at all the houses that you lived in? 

17 A . Yes , she did . And she ' d been to every one of them and 

18 

19 

she used to come on a monthly visit and we always knew 

when she was coming , always knew . 

20 Q . How did you know? 

2 1 A . They sent letters and my mum would tell me , "Oh , 

22 

23 

24 

25 

Ms McKendrick ' s coming such- and- such , you ' ll be on your 

best behaviour '', and things l ike that . I was as quiet 

as wee mouse , you ' d never have known I was there . So we 

always knew when she was there . 
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But I never ever remember speaking to Ms McKendrick 

on my own . My mum was always there or someone was 

always there . Do you know? I think one of the times 

I wanted to tell her what was going on , and then 

I thought no , no , I ' ll go back to the home . You know . 

I was too frightened . 

7 Q . You tell us in your statement at paragraph 83 on page 16 

8 

9 

that you used to be sent to the welfare office to ask 

for things . 

10 A . Oh , that , that ' s a j oke . Whenever I needed clothes , 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

2 1 

22 

23 

24 

25 

whenever I needed new shoes or clothes or anything like 

that , they would never buy me anything . There was 

nothing , not even a pair of socks . So they would send 

me in the bus away to Hamilton , even at a young age , you 

know , and ask Ms McKendrick that I needed this and 

I needed that . They woul d give a letter with me . 

I needed this or I needed that . 

And this particul ar time when I went in , it was 

coming up for the first Sunday of May and in them days , 

everybody always got dressed up for the first Sunday 

in May . So I asked Ms McKendrick if I coul d have a new 

coat and a hat to match , because when you went church, 

when you went to chapel , you always had to wear 

something on your head . So I got a new coat and a new 

hat . And Ms McKendri ck gave me a wee present of a wee 
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Mickey Mouse watch , so proud of this I was . 

But when I got home with all the things , my dad took 

it -- my dad ' s saying was , '' I ' m taking this to my 

uncle ' s , we ' l l get it back before the first Sunday 

in May" . My uncl e ' s , and my u ncle ' s , he was referring 

to the pawned ... 

7 Q . The pawn shop? 

8 A . That he pawned my clothes , my watch . Anything I ever 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

2 1 

22 

23 

got that he didn ' t t h ink I needed, whatever , h e would 

take it off me and take it into Hamilton and get money 

f or it for drink . And that happened a lot , a lot of the 

times . I used to feel l i ke a ragamuffin going to 

school . 

And there was times as wel l -- I don ' t know if you 

want me to mention this , but I remember getting sent 

home from school because I had nits i n my hair , a n d 

lice, and I had to stay off school because it was quite 

bad . 

I remember going home and I remember my mum laying 

out a newspaper on the table and do you know the fine 

bone combs , a si l ver , my mother and I used to, you know, 

comb our hairs wi th i t and it was terrible . The sheet 

was covered . Covered . 

24 LADY SMITH: Did she not explain to you that it ' s very 

25 common for children to p i ck up nits in their hai r at 
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1 school? 

2 A. Yeah , I know, I had them all the time since I was --

3 

4 

since I was at my first school in - at Larkhall 

to right through when I was a teenager , always had them . 

5 MS INNES : You speak about this , ' Linda ', at paragraphs 95 

6 

7 

8 

and 96 of your statement , and you say that the occasion 

that you spoke about , I think, you were off school for 

three or four weeks --

9 A. That ' s right . 

10 Q . -- because of this . And you were in secondary school at 

11 the time? 

12 A. That ' s right . 

13 Q . So you talk about essentially being neglected 

14 A. Oh yeah . I know what you mean . My mum would never buy 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

2 1 

22 

23 

24 

25 

me toothpaste . I always remember my mum and dad didn ' t 

have their own teeth , they had false teeth . I n fact , 

half the times they never wore them . But they wouldn ' t 

buy me toothpaste, so I had to clean my teeth with my 

brush and soap . So I brushed my teeth with soap . And 

I got so used to doing that , but it seemed to rot my 

teeth . I always remember going to the school dentist, 

the school had a dentist in it, and they kind of cared 

for me quite wel l as far as my teeth went , and put 

a gold filling in my teeth . That seemed to be the thing 

of the time , a gold filling. 
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But that gold filling rotted my teeth and I think 

that ' s why a lot of people stopped getting gold fillings 

in their teeth . It was right at the front . And it 

eventual l y rotted my teeth and by the time I was 20 , 

I lost all my teeth . 

I don ' t tell anybody this , but I ' ve got false teeth 

myself now . At 20 years of age . 

8 Q . As you said, you weren ' t given toothpaste at all . 

9 A . No . I used to think when I was a teenager , I used to 

10 

11 

12 

think : do you know , if they could keep daylight off me, 

I ' m sure they would . They ' re so mean , so mean to me . 

And yet - - oh, sorry , am I going on? 

13 Q. No , it ' s okay . So we ' ve covered the issue with the 

14 

15 

nits , you were kept off school , and there was also the 

issue with your teeth that you mention . 

16 A . Yes . 

17 Q . Did you think that anybody at school would have noticed? 

18 A. Oh , they did . 

19 Q . Did anybody speak to you about how things were at home? 

20 A . Yeah , I remember she was my cookery teacher and I loved 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

her cookery classes . There was one day she had said to 

me in front of the whole classroom, "' Linda ', do you 

never wash your neck?" And I -- I used to blush , I used 

to go like that right away, and I said, "What do you 

mean? " She said , " Your neck ' s filthy , do you never wash 
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yourself?" 

Oh , it was so degrading . I remember running out the 

classroom and I ran from there to the toilets and 

I think i t was paper towels we had and carbolic soap was 

always there and I scrubbed my neck with these paper 

towels . I a l ways remember that . And I was crying 

because I was so embarrassed because everyone in the 

class heard . I was about I don ' t know, maybe 14 

then . I was in secondary school . 

And -- excuse me . And I never went back to the 

classroom, I just ran home and I didn ' t tell the teacher 

where I was going, I just ran . I was so embarrassed. 

And then the next day when I came into the school 

and she called for me and I told her what had happened . 

She asked me what happened, where did I go . I said, 

well , I was so embarrassed, I says , "And I was in such 

a state I just went home , told my mum", and she said, 

" I ' m sorry I done that", because I remember her 

apologising for that . 

That's just one of the things . I mean , they should 

have done that -- but to be perfectly honest with you 

that was when we lived in house . You 

couldn ' t get hot water and I would have a bath in cold 

water whenever I was going to have a bath . Cold water . 

There was never any hot water . It was just it never ran 
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it , I don ' t know if it was immersion heater or -- it 

just never ran hot water . 

3 Q. So there was never hot water 

4 A . Oh , that was another thing . I don ' t ever remember my 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

mum washing my clothes as I got older . I used to maybe 

forget to wash my ankle socks for going to school the 

next day, so when I went up the stairs I would look 

about for bits of soap that some of the lodgers had left 

and I' d wash my socks at the basin in the toilet and 

wring them out and put them on my feet and by the time 

I went to school they were dry . It was things like 

that . I used to wash my own shirt for school . 

There was just never a routine or a normality . And, 

you know, my boundaries , what I should be doing . I f you 

know what I mean . 

16 Q. So your mum wasn ' t doing your washing or anything? 

17 A. No , no , I done it myself . And even to this day I still 

18 do hand washes . 

19 Q. Just going back to the school , through all the schools 

20 

21 

22 

that you went to , you mentioned the issue with the 

cookery teacher but nobody picked up or tried to ask you 

if everything was okay at home? 

23 A. Yeah . 

24 Q . Is that right? 

25 A. My music teacher , because I loved music at school , and 
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10 

11 

she used to take me aside and say to me , " What ' s wrong 

with you? Why are you so quiet? Why are you always 

you ' ve always got your head down? " And of course 

I couldn ' t tell her . I couldn ' t tell anybody what was 

going on . 

But I know -- I knew what was going on was bugging 

me , it was getting to me . And she -- she kind of put 

her wing around me , that teacher , Ms O ' Neill . She was 

l ove l y . It was nice to get some comfort sometimes and 

somebody being nice to you and being able to talk to . 

I was always , always a loner . 

12 Q . You say that you were always a loner . Were you abl e to 

13 make any friends during your childhood or --

14 A . No , no . 

15 Q . Was that affected by the fact that you moved school 

16 a lot? 

17 A. I was so quiet . I don ' t think the kids wanted anything 

18 

19 

20 

2 1 

22 

23 

to do with me because I was so quiet and I just used to 

walk around the playground myself . It was awful . But 

it was j ust I was so shy . Nobody taught me anything , 

real l y . Nobody told me midnight stories or gave me 

a hug or a kiss . Thi ngs like that never happened in 

them days . 

24 Q . I think you ' ve told us about the various things that 

25 happened to you and you menti oned earlier that your --
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3 

if we go on to page 23 and paragraph 127 , you talk there 

about having discovered you ' d heard your mum and dad 

arguing? 

4 A. Yeah . 

5 Q . You ' ve mentioned earlier that you saw paintwork covered 

6 in blood. 

7 A. Yeah , yeah . That was right . 

8 Q . You mention that that ' s when he started hitting you . 

9 A. Yeah . 

10 Q. And you say that he used his hands but sometimes he used 

11 a belt? 

12 A. Yeah . It was mainly always his hand, but I remember 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

2 1 

22 

23 

24 

25 

this night he hit me with his belt and he didn ' t realise 

when he hit me with his belt , he hit me with the buckl e . 

And I ' ve still got the mark on my head to this day . It 

never ever went away . It 's still there . But I mean 

there wasn ' t any doctor or anything like that called, 

but I remember it was bleeding forever so it kind of 

healed itself . But the mark's still there when he hit 

me with his belt . He j ust used to rip it off and just 

hit me with it . Oh , it was awful . But this time when 

he ripped it off , he hit me with the buckle and that was 

where I got that . 

But I got many a beating . His hands were like 

leather . I always remember that . My mum used to hit me 
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as well . That ' s what -- I never ever knew why . You 

know . She wouldn ' t even let me go out to play either 

with the girls and the kids in the street . But then 

I think I wore her down a bit by telling my pals to come 

to the door , keep coming to the door every night for me 

to let me go and play in the street with them, which 

they did . 

8 Q . I don ' t have too much further to go with you but it is 

9 

10 

3 o ' clock and we usually take a break . I don ' t know if 

that is an appropriate time? 

11 LADY SMITH : I wonder if you would welcome a short break . 

12 A . Oh , thank you . 

13 LADY SMITH : Let ' s do and then we ' ll finish your evidence 

14 after the break . 

15 (3 . 01 pm) 

16 (A short break) 

17 (3 . 15 pm) 

18 LADY SMITH: Are you ready for us to carry on , ' Linda ' ? 

19 A . Yes , please . 

20 LADY SMITH : Thank you . 

2 1 Ms Innes . 

22 MS INNES : Thank you , my Lady . 

23 

24 

25 

I want to move on, ' Linda ', to the time that you 

left foster care . If you can go back to your statement , 

please , and you tell us at paragraph 158 that you lived 
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with the - until you were 19, but you stopped 

being under the care of the welfare office when you 

turned 

4 A . 16 . 

5 Q . - - 16, you say . 

6 A. Yeah . 

7 Q . You tell us about going to the office in Hamilton to see 

8 Ms McKendrick before she signed you off? 

9 A. Yes . 

10 Q. Can you tell us about that meeting with Ms McKendrick, 

11 please? 

12 A. Yeah . I remember my mum told me that she had received 

13 a letter from Ms McKendrick and that I had to go into 

14 the office and speak with her as I was going to be out 

15 of her care more or less . 

16 I remember going in , she took me into her wee office 

17 and sat me down and asked me was I happy with the 

18 lillll and I said yes , I was fine , but I couldn ' t 

19 I couldn ' t -- I was even so shy even then to tell her 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

anything . But I remember her saying to me , " I ' m 

supposed to send you off with a wee bank book with some 

money in it for you before you left our care", and she 

says , "But there ' s nothing in your bank book" , she says , 

"because you were always sent in to get some clothes", 

she says and they asked me at that point , " Did your 
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mum never buy things for you , clothes wise and things? " 

I says , " No , they never , they were always strapped for 

money and what have you". 

So I remember her saying to me , "Well , we always 

wondered about that ", she says , "because it was quite 

excessive" me coming in , but I just came in when my 

parents told me to go in and get whatever it was 

I needed . 

But half the time I never seen the clothes after 

that . And, you know , it was -- it was awful because 

I used to always feel like a ragamuffin , do you know . 

I never reall y had a lot . Never got much treats or 

anything like that either . 

But Ms McKendrick, I think she knew there was 

something, but she never really asked me if anything 

was anything wr ong in the household or anything like 

that . 

18 Q . Yes . So this was at the end of your time in care? 

19 A . Yes . 

20 Q. So prior to that , she hadn ' t questioned you about why 

2 1 you were coming in and asking 

22 A . Never, never . And I think if maybe I had got a bit 

23 

24 

25 

closer with her and comfortabl e -- I was scared stiff of 

her , to be perfectly honest with you . I think if she 

got closer to me and was nicer to me , I might have said 
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something . I don ' t know . I don ' t know . I' m guessing . 

I might have said something to her . But I just 

couldn ' t . 

4 Q . Okay . 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

You then go on to talk about your life after care . 

I think if we go on to the top of page 30 at 

paragraph 165, you talk there about your mum and dad 

visiting you . Am I right in understanding that after 

you l eft care and after you got married, you maintained 

a relationship with your foster parents? 

11 A. Yeah . They used to come and visit when I had my house 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

2 1 

22 

23 

24 

25 

in 1111-- where I came from . And they ' d visit on 

a regular basis . I had my two girls by then . And to be 

perfectly honest with you, they were really good to my 

girls , and I couldn ' t understand this . But I could 

never say anything or bring up the conversation . You 

know , why did I never get these things? It was like 

a competition at Christmas time between my 

mother-in-law, my husband ' s mum, and them to see what to 

get for my girls for their Christmas and it was loads of 

things . I never got anything like that . I was quite 

resentful about that . 

And also the fact that I just felt I lost out on my 

education a lot and I knew it was because of changing 

school to school and things like that , and I really feel 
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I could have done better . Because as time went on 

I really did well in my work , always did well . Always 

wanted to -- always had in my mind if a job ' s worth 

doing, it ' s worth doing really well . And I proved 

myself i n the workplace and won awards and different 

things for the work that I did . I used to travel a lot 

as well . 

8 Q . You talk in the next paragraph at paragraph 166 about 

9 

10 

that you looked after your mum and dad as they got 

older . 

11 A . Oh yeah , as they got older, yeah . When the kids got up 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

a bit and they were at school, things like that , I would 

have a full-time job, and on my day off I always went 

down to them and did things for them . I even decorated 

for them, laid carpets , done everything that I could for 

them . You know , it was the o n ly parents I knew . 

I wasn ' t a vindictive person , never was . 

But , you know, if they were living now, oh , 

I would -- I would really have it out with them . 

I ' m sorry . 

2 1 LADY SMITH: No , no , I ' m interested in that , ' Linda '. What 

22 i n particular would you want to tell them? 

23 A . I beg your pardon? 

24 LADY SMITH : What particularly would you want to tell them 

25 now? 
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1 A . You know, I wondered if my mum knew what was going on 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

with my dad . Things like that . And why they were so 

mean to me all the time . I always remember , you know, 

if we were having tea and things like that , my dad woul d 

get a biscuit but I wouldn' t . Things like that . You 

know , the things kids want - - a wee chocolate biscuits , 

and I never ever got any extras of anything . 

And I always remember even with where the fireplace 

was in house , we had a fire in it and the 

couch would be right in front of it and I would have 

a seat behind the couch , I never got near the fire . 

I was always frozen . 

And things like that . I just felt they were -- just 

mean , you know . But then how good they were to my 

grandchildren -- to their grandchildren , my girls . They 

were so good to them and the two girls loved them . But 

they didn ' t know . 

18 MS INNES : What had happened . 

19 A . Never ever got , you know , a bedtime story, a hug , 

20 

2 1 

22 

a kiss . As we do with our own kids now . Just things 

they didn ' t do then . 

That was that . 

23 Q . You talk at the bottom of this page from paragraph 169 

24 

25 

onwards that your dad died after your mum and then 

I think essentially at the t ime of his funeral , some of 
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1 his relatives --

2 A. Oh! 

3 Q . -- had already emptied his house . 

4 A . Yeah . My husband and the girls , we went on holiday, we 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 
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23 
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went on holiday down to -- and my dad had been ill in 

hospital and we used to visit him every night after work 

and it was quite a distance away . We used to visit him 

all the time . But this time we wanted to go on holiday 

and we went down to Nottingham to my aunt llll s , my 

real aunt , and we had a lovely time there . 

But while we were there , we got a phone call from 

the hospital to say that my dad was dying and, you know . 

So we cut our holiday short and went back and when we 

went back, my dad ' s house was already cleared out by his 

brother and wife . Everything had gone . 

And my dad was dead by the time we got back, by the 

way, sorry, and they ' d already cleared the house out 

even before the funeral . Everything was gone and there 

wasn ' t even , you know, any keepsakes or anything . They 

took everything . 

There was even a bank book that my dad -- after my 

mum my mum died first and then my dad died five years 

l ater , so I used to do everything for him, but my dad 

got me to open a bank account down in - main 

street , open an account , and I would go down every week 
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and put money in it , but it was in both of our names . 

I never even got that . Nothing . 

3 Q . I think you say --

4 A . And -- oh, at the funeral. Oh , at the funeral it was 

5 awful . Seeing my auntie , she still lived in -

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

she held the kind of wake for my dad just before he get 

buried, and we went up there and we were sitting and all 

of a sudden my dad ' s brother , who was next to my dad 

down , like younger , and he says to me and it was 

really strange how because everybody came into the 

room then to hear what my uncle - had to say to me , 

and the first thing he said to me is -- he said my name , 

"Tell me this", he said , " . .. were you legally adopted 

with your mum and dad? " You see , they didn ' t know that, 

which they did try to and my mother , my real mother , 

wouldn ' t let me -- wouldn ' t let them adopt me . Don ' t 

ask me the reason why, because it was ... 

Anyway, so my uncle - asked if I was legally 

adopted and I said, " No , but they did try to adopt me", 

you know, and then , " Oh , right , okay", this is what he 

said , so he just got up there and then , and the whole 

room emptied and they all went into the kitchen in my 

aunt ' s house , and al l went in there and had a discussion 

and I was just left there sitting . 

It was just so strange . 

140 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

But then the next day was the day of the funeral and 

I wasn ' t even allowed the big car that the family would 

go in . And this other aunt of mine , - she pushed 

me in the car , " You get in that car , you ' re entitled to 

go i n there , it ' s the only mum and dad you had , get in 

then". 

And anyway, they kept asking me questions about this 

and that when they was clearing my mum and dad ' s house 

out and then they said that they ' d burnt a lot of the 

stuff , but they were asking about correspondence that my 

dad had got when he was in army during the war and 

things like that and I says , " Have you still got t hose 

letters? I would like them". "Oh , we burned them". 

At the end of the day, that was going to t he funeral 

and there was a bit of a kerfuffle at the graveside -­

I' m sorry if I ' m boring you with this . 

17 Q . No , it ' s okay . 

18 A . There was a bit of an argument because they never gave 

19 

20 

2 1 

22 

23 

24 

25 

my husband one of the cords , you know , things like that . 

And I thought that was bad . 

But anyway, when we went to the reception after it , 

they never even asked us to sit beside them up at the 

top table or wherever . I was put amongst peopl e that 

I didn ' t even know . I was totally ignored . 

And you know how after a funeral there ' s a l ine up, 
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1 people shaking hands . I was at the end of the queue . 

2 I wasn ' t even considered as their daughter or anything . 

3 And when I did get up to them, my uncle - and my aunt 

4 - just walked away and didn ' t speak to me , as if I ' d 

5 done something wrong . 

6 So I was sitting at this table where we were sitting 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

and had the meal . I couldn ' t eat it I was so angry, so 

angry, at the way I was treated . Nobody would come and 

speak to me . And ... I done a terrible thing . 

I couldn ' t help myself . I just turned the table up and 

threw it up and ran out . I didn ' t want to be there . 

Just the atmosphere and the way I was treated that day 

was -- it was awful . As if I never existed, you know . 

14 Q . You say at paragraph 171 that you were sad when your 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

2 1 

22 

parents died and you say : 

"Any kid who ' s been through what I have will say the 

same : no matter what they did to you , they were your mum 

and your dad . I was brought up with them as my mum and 

my dad and I did care for them . " 

Then you say in relation to the evidence that you ' ve 

just given it was bad that you were treated in the way 

that you were at the end of their lives . 

23 A . That ' s right . 

24 Q . If we can move on, please, to the next page and 

25 paragraph 175 . You ' ve already told us that you didn ' t 
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report what happened to you to the social work 

department and you say in your statement that you didn' t 

report that to the police . You say at paragraph 175 

that the Inquiry was the impetus that you needed to 

start speaking about your own experiences : 

" Other people were coming forward and it ' s a bit 

easier knowing you ' re part of a group , that others have 

had similar experiences ." 

9 A . Yeah . 

10 Q . Was that part of your motivation to come to the Inquiry? 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 
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A . I was always like that , I didn ' t I didn ' t want to 

speak about it , but then another person who is a friend 

of mine -- well , was a friend of a friend, he had been 

involved in this as well and he -- it was a friend of 

mine ' s ex husband and she was still friends with him and 

he spoke to me about INCAS , this body called INCAS, and 

he was a he was one -- I think the chairman , I don ' t 

know , I ' m not sure what his position was . But he had 

said that , " You know , you really need to talk about it 

and get this , why don ' t you ... " He says , " They ' re now 

having an Inquiry", which is hence the Scottish 

Children ' s Abuse Inquiry . And it was him that talked me 

into doing it , it says it would find closure to me , 

hopefully, being able to get it out . Because I hadn ' t 

really spoken about it to anybody . 
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1 Q . You go on in your statement to talk about some other 

2 

3 

4 

5 

aspects , and if we can move to paragraph 188 at page 33, 

when you ' re talking about lessons to be learned, so you 

talk there about lessons to be learned I think from your 

time in foster care . 

6 A . Yeah . 

7 Q . You say that you feel so let down by the welfare 

8 department . 

9 A . (Witness nods) 

10 Q . You talk about the places that you lived in , and you ' ve 

11 

12 

told us about them, and also the number of schools that 

you went to . 

13 A . Ten different schools altogether . 

14 Q . You said a moment ago, I think, that had an effect on 

15 your education? 

16 A. Oh , definitely . I mean it was a long time after all 

17 

18 

19 

20 

2 1 

22 

23 

24 

25 

this happened I started getting -- you know, my 

confidence and it ended up -- you know, I came out okay 

the other side . And I know a lot of poor people were 

worse off than me, I know that . But for that to happen , 

I just hope this never happens to any -- that a thing 

like this never happens . 

I don ' t think it ever will, because I think the 

authorities are much more strict now than what they were 

then , and I feel I was let down with the welfare as 
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well . They really didn ' t really look into , you know , 

how I was being treated . That just -- you know . 

3 Q . You talk there about they should have sussed your foster 

4 

5 

dad out a bit better , that they should have carried out 

more checks before you were even placed with them . 

6 A . Yeah , checks , I know , this is it . Because I used to 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

always feel that I think they took me out because they 

got money for it and in them days it seemed a lot 

well , it doesn ' t sound a lot , but it was a lot of money 

to them and I think the money that they got from 

fostering a child kept them going, because I never got 

it . I mean , even the meals that they gave me , it was 

just plain ordinary food , you know, and I just got -­

you know, I was always hungry . 

15 Q . You ' ve told us about how you were sent to the welfare 

16 

17 

office and anything that was coming was being pawned by 

your father . 

18 A . Oh , that was a nightmare . I used to think -- when I was 

19 

20 

2 1 

22 

23 

24 

25 

there doing that , I used to think they were frightened 

to go in and ask them because they knew that they were 

exceeding what they shoul d do, you know , sending me in . 

But they never ever said anything to me . They were 

always nice enough to me when I went to the office . 

They knew, they always knew what I was in for . It was 

always shoes , always shoes . I must have been hard 
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1 weari ng on shoes . 

2 LADY SMITH : Children ' s feet do have a habit of growin g 

3 awfully fast at times , don ' t they, ' Linda ' ? 

4 A . Yeah . But they used to give us a chitty to go to one of 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

the shoe shops to go and get shoes and I would t r y and 

do a deal and see if I could -- there was a certain 

amount of money and I used to say, " Could I get two pair 

of shoes out of that?" because I always wanted another 

pair for changing with . Some of them did, some of them 

didn ' t . Always looking for a bargain . 

11 MS INNES : Okay , thank you , ' Linda '. I don ' t have any more 

12 

13 

14 

15 

questions for you just now . Obviously we have your 

statement as well . Thank you for your evidence . 

There are no appl ications for questions as far as 

I ' m aware , my Lady . 

16 LADY SMITH : Are there any outstanding applications? 

17 A . I ' m sorry if I went on a bit . 

18 LADY SMITH: There ' s no need to apologise , ' Linda ' . Just 

19 

20 

2 1 

22 

23 

let me formally check if there are any outstanding 

applications . 

No , I don ' t think there are and I don ' t have any 

more questions for you . 

Thank you so much for engaging with the Inquiry . 

24 A . Thank you . 

25 LADY SMITH : You had a long life in care as a child and 
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I know about your time in Smyllum, as you ' ll be aware we 

covered Smyllum at an earlier stage in the Inquiry --

3 A. Yeah . 

4 LADY SMITH: -- and I now know from your written statement , 

5 

6 

7 

8 

and from hearing you today, all about your time when you 

were in foster care . You ' ve made it come alive by 

coming here and I ' m really grateful to you for doing 

that . 

9 A. Oh thank you . 

10 LADY SMITH : I hope it does make you feel better as you go 

11 away for having been able to 

12 A. Yes , hopefull y a closure , yes . 

13 LADY SMITH : -- share this with us and that you ' re able to 

14 approach life now in a restorative frame of mind --

15 A. Yeah . 

16 LADY SMITH : -- knowing how much you ' ve done . 

17 

18 

Can I just say also I ' m very well aware of how long 

ago it was that you first came to us --

19 A. Yes . 

20 LADY SMITH : -- and I hope you appreciate it ' s because of 

21 the way we have to schedule matters --

22 A. I understand . 

23 LADY SMITH: -- that we weren ' t able to hear you in person 

24 

25 

about your foster care before now, but it doesn ' t make 

your evidence any less valuable . 
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1 Thank you very much and I ' m able to let you go . 

2 A . Thank you . 

3 (The witness withdrew) 

4 LADY SMITH : Ms Innes . 

5 MS INNES : We don ' t have a read- in that could be completed 

6 

7 

8 

in the remaining time available . We did the read- ins 

earlier on , I think , so the remaining one couldn ' t be 

completed in 20 minutes . 

9 LADY SMITH : We ' ve done quite well today so let ' s leave it 

10 there and I ' ll resume at 10 o ' clock tomorrow morning . 

11 Thank you very much . 

12 (3 . 40 pm) 

13 
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(The Inquiry adjourned u ntil 10 . 00 a m on 

Thursday , 9 June 2022) 
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