Tuesday, 12 July 2022
(10.00 am)

LADY SMITH: Good morning and welcome to the last week in

10

11

12

13

14

L5

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

this group of hearings of evidence in relation to our
foster care and boarding-out case studies. We have
an oral witness, I think, ready to give evidence. Is

that right, Ms Innes?

MS INNES: We do, my Lady. I do have a slightly longer

preamble than usual.
The next witness is 'Rachel'. 'Rachel' was admitted

to the care of the City of Aberdeen Corporation and

placed with a Mrsin -.r which is

an Aberdeenshire, 0n_l973. She remained
there until _ 1973.

The City of Aberdeen seem to have been alerted to
the need for care by a charity, which was then called
the Aberdeen Association of Social Service, and as we
will see, a case worker from that organisation was said
to be responsible for visiting and any case work
decision in the case, although there were visits by
a social worker from the Corporation, and therefore it
does appear that Aberdeen Corporation took
responsibility for the placement.

FAD

Mrs may also have been a foster carer for

Aberdeen County Council and there is a document which we












10

11

12

13

14

L5

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

paragraph 7, you say that you've tried looking through
your records to find out how you came to be in foster
care.

(Witness nods) .

What you tell us in this paragraph is that from -- is
that your understanding that came from your records?
(Witness nods). Yeah, mm-hmm.

You tell us there that you understand that your mum had
abandoned you and left you with your dad, and you have
some memory of being at your dad's for a bit, and then
you think you stayed with his parents and then went to
your mum's mum.

Mm-hmm.

Your grandmother. You say that you can remember being
in care but you can't remember how you got there or
anything.

I can't remember how I got there, no.

Okay, that's fine. You tell us at paragraph 8 that you
went to stay with a woman called a Mrs .

Yeah.

Did you go with your sisters?

Yeah, my sisters were there as well.

Had your brother been born by that time or did he arrive
later?

He arrived later.
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You tell us that it was a farmhouse?

Yeah.

And was it near where you had lived before with your
grandmother?

I think it was -- it -- maybe about 10 miles or
something. It was within the vicinity.

Had you started school, can you remember?

I had. I was at school, yeah. I was either a Pl or 2,
I can't remember, but I was at school.

Can you remember anything about the house that the

FAD-SPO lived in?

All I remember is the stairs, the steep stairs. That's
all I can really remember.
Okay. We'll come back to that in a moment.

At paragraph 9, you say that you think you must have
been wondering what on earth was going on. Is that your
reflection looking back on your time in foster care?
Yeah, because I honestly can't remember how I got there.
I mean, it just seemed to be --I don't know, it just

came out of nowhere.

Okay. In terms of the themselves, you say at

paragraph 10 Mrswas married and you say you

didn't see much of her husband?
No, he was a farmer so he was out a lot. I can vaguely

remember him, but it's her I do remember.
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Okay. And you say you don't have a memory of what

U=y FAD herself would have loocked like or what sort
of age she was?

I can't remember, no.

If we go over the page, were there other children as
well as you and your sisters in the farmhouse?

There were two other children and I thought that they
were her children until years later when I looked in my
records and they were actually foster children as well.
And you say you think that they were older than you,
but --

(Witness nods).

-—- do you have any sense of how much older?

I honestly can't remember, but I do think that they were
older.

Were they at primary school with you, can you remember?
Well, the school that I went to, it was a primary come
academy, so we all went to the same school so I don't

know if they'd been in the Academy side of it.

LADY SMITH: So that would be six children in total in the

household then, with your sisters and your brother and
you?
No, my brother wasn't there. It was just myself and my

sisters and the two other children.

LADY SMITH: Sorry, I thought you said your brother came
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later.

A, Aye, no, sorry, he wasn't in care.

LADY SMITH: ©Oh, he was born later. Of course, yes. But
five children living in the house?

A. Yeah.

LADY SMITH: Thank you.

MS INNES: If we go on to paragraph 12, you talk there about
food. What sort of memories do you have about mealtimes
or food that you were given?

A. I cannot honestly remember much about the food but I do
remember her giving us cheese and I hated cheese, and
being forced to eat it. That's what sticks in my mind,
is getting the cheese and having to eat it.

Q. Do you have any memories of sitting around a table with
your sisters and these other children?

A. I can see us sitting round a table with my sisters,

Mrs a8 , but not the other children.

Q. Okay. At paragraph 13 you talk about school and some
memories that you have about what happened there, and
you say that you remember going out of the class to
drink the wee bottles of milk. Was that with other
children in the class, can you remember?

A. No, I just used to go out myself.

Q. Right.

A. And take the milk.
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Q. Okay. You say that you never got given a play piece and
you can remember going through other children's bags and
taking theirs?

A. Yeah.

Q. Was that when you were living with the?

A. Yes, uh-huh.

Q. Why do you think you were doing that?

A. Probably because I hadn't been given anything and
I don't == I can't remember anything about food when we
were there, so -- I don't know.

Q. You think you must have been hungry, you say here.

A. Mm.

LADY SMITH: From that description, 'Rachel', it sounds as
though all the other children at school had a play piece
with them; is that right?

A. Yeah.

LADY SMITH: So that was the norm, but you weren't
getting one?

A. I wasn't getting, no.

LADY SMITH: Thank you.

MS INNES: You go on at paragraph 14 to tell us about
a memory of Christmas at Mrs ‘s, and what was your
memory of that?

A. I remember coming down and her saying that Santa hadn't

been. And that -- that's all I can remember. I just --
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she'd said that he hadn't been.

Can you remember how you felt about that?

Absolutely devastated, as any child would.

You say that you can remember standing with your sisters
when you were being told this?

Mm—hmm.

Is that right? Okay. You say you think you might have
tried to run away once, but you're not sure about that?

Ave, I have that somewhere at the back of my mind, but

I honestly can't remember.

Then if we go on to paragraph 15, you tell us about some
of the memories of things that happened to you, and you

can remember that you wet the bed when you were there.

Yeah.
What was Mrs 's reaction to that, can you
remember?

I got thrown down the stairs.

You got thrown down the stairs. You mentioned the
stairs earlier.

Mm~-hmm.

And is that why you can remember the stairs?

That's why I can —-- uh-huh.

You say you can also remember something being rammed
down your throat?

Yeah, I can feel it in my throat now, either the sheets

10
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could have been connected to wetting the bed. I don't
know. I really don't know.

Okay. And then at paragraph 17 you say that you think
another time Mrs was standing watching you when
you were over someone's knee being smacked, you say.
Mm-hmm.

What can you remember about that?

Again, just very, very little, Jjust remember being over
the knee and her standing there looking.

Do you know if it was a man or --

I seem to think that it was the -- the boy that was in
foster care.

Okay. So the older boy that you've mentioned?

Mm~-hmm.

Then you say at paragraph 18 that you have a memory of
being round the tea table with your sisters when

Mrs was checking your nails.

Mm-hmm.

What can you tell us about that?

She had a thing about you biting your nails and

I remember so clearly because my sisters -- not that

I wanted them to be in trouble, but I remember they bit
their nails and I remember putting out my hands and
saying, "Look, look, my nails are fine", knowing that

I wouldn't be in trouble.

12
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So you had a sense that you would be in trouble if --
Mm~—hmm.

-- there was an issue, okay. We know that you left
vrs [FUJ s on _19?3. Other than what
you've told us about in your statement and in your
evidence, do you have any other memories yourself of
your time at the '?

No, honestly, just --

Do you have any —-- sorry.

It's all very vague.

Do you have any overall sense of how you felt there?
You know, whether you were happy, sad, afraid?

Anything?

Definitely sad and afraid. Never happy. I wouldn't use

the word happy at all.

You tell us at paragraph 19 that you can't remember how

it came about that you left the : is that right?

No.

But I think that you've seen your records, and we'll

look at them in a moment, and you say the records state

that you had injuries and you have no memory of how you

got those injuries?

(Witness shakes head).

No, okay. Then after you left Mrs , I think you

went back to your grandmother's again; is that right?

13
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Yes.

Your mum's mum?

Yes.

If we can look at your records, at ABN-000000525.

If we can start by looking at page 4. This is
a letter from the Corporation of the City of Aberdeen
dated 31 January 1973 to a Ms Margery Urquhart, who is
said to be the Director of Social Work at 4 Albyn Place
in Aberdeen. I think we understand from other
information that we have that she was with Aberdeen
County Council, so although the address is in Aberdeen
itself, it's Aberdeen County Council.

Yeah.
There's reference there to:

"Children in care. I have to notify you of the
placing in your area of the undernoted children."

It's blanked out on the screen, but I can tell you
that you are one of the children that's noted, together
with your twin sisters and that you were placed with
Mrs in- in -1973.

If we can go back a page, please, to page 3, what we
can see here is another document dated 8 February 1973,
and this is to a Mr Gibson, who, if we scroll down to
the bottom of this page, it appears to be the area

officer in Turriff.

14
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I think we can see that if we scroll up again,
please, that I think this is Ms Urquhart saying to
Mr Gibson:

"I have been notified by the Corporation of the City
of Aberdeen social work of the placing in your area of
the undernoted children. Please add these children's
names to your list of other authority boarded-out
children."

Again, that's blanked out but it's you and your
sisters.

Okay, if we can move on to page 5. I think here we
see that there's reference to a social worker,

Mrs F Moir. There's a Miss S Maxwell that's scored out
and then Mrs F Moir in handwriting. Can you remember
any social worker coming to visit when you were at the
Foso 3

I can't remember anyone at all.

I think we see some notes here of wvisits that I think
you'll have seen when you've looked at your records.
(Witness nods).

We see a record on 6 February 1973 where there's

a reference to visiting the :

"Mrs finding the three girls no trouble at
all. Their father did not wvisit last week as promised.

Mrs (Ea said the girls manage very well on their

15
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they were at home with their grandmother for a few
days."

Do you have any recollection of going back and
forth?

I have no recollection at all.
It says:

“Mrsis in contact with Mr Wilson AASS, who
is dealing with this case."

We know from another document that we'll come onto
that AASS stands for Aberdeen Association of Social
Service. Can you remember seeing a Mr Wilson, a man
coming to visit you?

No.

Then there's another visit at 14 August 1973 where
there's reference to you spending a holiday from 10 July
until 13 August with your grandmother.

I can't remember that either.

Then reference to your grandmother going into hospital.

It then says:

"Mrs is becoming a little restless as to how
long she might have the children. She will not be able
to cope when she moves into a caravan while the house is
renovated. This will probably be about October."

Can you remember moving into a caravan or staying in

a caravan?

L%
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No.
Then it says:

"For the present she is quite willing to look after
the children. Mr Wilson AASS keeps in touch with the
situation.”

Then I think we see in this paragraph here that
there's reference to your grandmother having a fractured
femur.

Mm—hmm.
And then in the final paragraph it says:

"The children were placed with Mrs on
_1973 after consultation with Mr G Wilson,
AASS, who is responsible for visiting and any case work
decision in this case."

So again that seems to be referring to this
Mr Wilson from the charity that we'wve spoken about.
Mm—hmm.

Okay. Now, if we can go on to the next page, please, at
the beginning of this page there seems to be a record of
supervision and there's reference to a Mrs E Reid,
social worker.

I think at the beginning of this section we see some
reference to your mother requesting information about
you?

Mm-hmm.

18
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And a letter received from Swansea Social Services. Is
that where your mother was living at the time?
It must have been, yeah.
I think there's reference to your father sometimes
visiting.

If we can go on, please, to _19’74, we see
here:

"Phone call from Mr Wilson ..."

So I think that's the name from AASS?
(Witness nods).
" ... telling me that the girls had left the foster home
and returned to the care of their grandmother on

_. Mr Wilson was informed that the youngest

girl [that's you] had marks and bruises on her neck and

it was possible that Mrs |ZaM had caused these.
Mrs 's account of the injury conflicts with

'Rachel''s and Mr Wilson feels that nothing would be

gained by accusing Mrs or by making an issue of
the injuries. Mr Wilson did ask me to wvisit the foster

home although the girls are away, but I thought it may
be more appropriate if the social worker who visits the
other two children in Mrs 's care should be
informed."

Now, I know that you saw this when you looked at

your records. What did you think when you saw this

19
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about injuries?

I honestly couldn't believe what I was reading. And
for -- my account apparently was different from her
account or vice versa, but to say that now that I wasn't
in her care, it was basically what was the point of
following it up.

It seemed to be that Mr Wilson had suggested that, but
he had asked the social worker to visit the foster home,
but the social worker thought it might be more
appropriate if the information were passed on to the
social worker for the other children that were in the
placement, I think is what's being said here.

Mm—hmm.

And then it goes on at 7 January:

"Spoke to Mr McKenzie about this case and we agreed
that there would be no point in me meeting Mrs
and discussing the incident when the girls were away.

We did feel, however, that Ms Jamieson, Area 7, who is
social worker visiting the other two foster children
should be informed."

And then 15 January:

"Discussed case again with senior and agreed that as
the children are no longer in our foster home the case
can be ceased."

So I think from your reading of the records, you

20
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were saying that you were shocked that this was what
happened after these injuries had been seen.

A. Yeah.

LADY SMITH: So on the face of those records, it looks as
though Mrs remained on their list of foster
carers.

A. Looks like it, yeah.

LADY SMITH: And no steps were taken to address what your
needs might have been following the incident.

A. None whatsoever, no.

LADY SMITH: Thank you.

MS INNES: Then if we can move on to page 7, to a further

letter, so this is from the Aberdeen Association of

Social Service to Mrs Reid, who i1s the social worker at

Aberdeen Corporation, on _1974, and we see here

that it says:

"Dear Mrs Reid."

It refers to you and your sisters:

"I am confirming our telephone conversation in
informing you that the above children were returned to
their grandmother on Wednesday, _ This seems
for the moment a permanent arrangement.

"The move had been planned to take place before

_ but was delayed by their father's lack of

action on the matter. It was precipitated on this

21
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occasion by injury to ['Rachel'], allegedly inflicted by
So it seems, well, from this letter, that in fact it
was the injuries that meant that you moved on that date.
A. Mm-hmm.
LADY SMITH: And you had been seen by a doctor, who had
alerted the social worker. Is that right?
MS INNES: Yes.
A. Yeah.
MS INNES: I think it goes on there:
"I was originally informed of this by Dr Taylor,
So that would be a local GP, do you think?
A. That would have been the local doctor.
Q. Then it says:

"Mrs el 's account of the injury conflicts with
['Rachel''s] and I feel that nothing would be gained by
accusing Mrs nor by discussing the injuries more
widely with her."

Is the suggestion from the case worker. Then it
says:

"It is unfortunate that such a useful and otherwise
pleasant placing should end on such a sour note and
I remain grateful to your department and Mrs for

being able to take the children when we so badly needed

22
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a home for them."

What did you think when you saw that?
No words, really. It's just not ...
Okay. Now, again, if we go on to the next page, I think
this seems to be a case discussion on 9 October 1974, so
this is later, and from what we can tell, I think this
comes from the charity. If we go down a little, there's
reference:

"As maternal grandmother required operation to leg,
girls moved to foster home in -, where they had
already begun school. School first class in interest
and concern and felt that they should not leave the
area. This initially short period until father found
something lasted over a year."

Then the next paragraph it says:

"The girls returned to [and that's your grandmother]
after_ 1973 after most unhappy incident with
foster mother who can no longer be used (Aberdeen

city)."

LADY SMITH: So that sounds as though something may have

happened on the part of the Local Authority to react to
the indication that Mrshad hurt you. 1Is that
the only reference we have on record to anything of that

nature?

MS INNES: Yes. I'll come to a final document just in

23
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a moment, but I think that's the only reference that we
can find in your records --

(Witness nods) .

-—- to Aberdeen City not using this carer again.

Mm—hmm.

If we move, please, to page 10, this is a record of
supervision, but we think that this is from Aberdeen
County Council, and I think we'll see the letters or the
initials MU after each entry, which would suggest
Margery Urquhart, who we saw the letter to her earlier,
she's the Director of Social Work at Aberdeen County
Council.

If we look down, there's a reference February 8:

"Notification sent to us by Aberdeen City letting us
know that the children had been placed with a foster
mother, Mrs [[ASNEE- I have a feeling that Mrs [Nl is
one of our own foster mothers who used to be in the
Kincardine area. She was actually gquite good."

Is the reference that we see there.

Now, did you have any reflections on that sort of
reference to Mrswhen you looked at your records?
So you just have to be "actually quite good"? No.

Okay. Then in the next section, January 1975, just at
the beginning, for completeness, it says there:

"This case has really been dealt with all along by

24
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paragraph 45, where you deal with this in your
statement, so this is at the bottom of page 8 of your
statement, and you say there that you'd received your
social work records and you'd thought for years that
you'd imagined some of what had happened.
Mm-hmm.
So when you got your records, did that help you
understand what had happened?
Oh, it definitely put the pieces together, because I did
honestly think I was imagining things, but to see it in
black and white, that was gquite horrific, really, to be
honest.
Okay. So at paragraph 46, over the page, you say there:

"I wanted to find out what had been recorded and if
Mrs [ was still able to go on fostering."

You think that's what you were thinking.

"The records were very vague."

They stated, I think you're say, in effect:

"It was a pity it had to end way as she was an okay
carer".

Was that your impression from the various things
that we've looked at in terms of --
Definitely, uh-huh.

-- reference to Mrs Okay.

In terms of the impact on you of this placement with

26
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the, what impact would you say that it had on
you?

Throughout my childhood?

Childhood and the rest of your life.

Oh, it's -- it had major, major impact on me.

I mean ... (Pause).

In what sort of way did it impact on you?

Well, certainly in my adult life, I've used alcohol to
blot things out for years and years. No confidence.
Panic attacks. Just ... mm.

Okay. You tell us on page 9 some of the lessons that we
can learn from your experience, and you say at
paragraph 47 that your understanding is that social work
weren't as involved as they would be today, and you say
you would like to think that there's no way that they
would get away with what they did back then, and you
feel that carers weren't vetted to the extent that they
are today?

I think that's right, because -- I would like to think
that in this day and age, that if someone was removed
from care with marks or whatever, that they would be
listened to do, but it was just a case of I think that
what I said just didn't matter, and then to say that
just because we weren't in her care any more there was

no point in pursuing it.
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importance of records, but that really encapsulates it.
So thank you so much. I hope you realise you've
contributed something of value to our work here, and
I can let you go now with my thanks.
A. Thank you.
(The witness withdrew)
LADY SMITH: Ms Innes.
MS INNES: My Lady, Ms Rattray has some read-ins to proceed
with, if I might be excused briefly.
LADY SMITH: Certainly. Thank you.
Just while we change over, I should mention that
Mrs 's name was used during that evidence. It
can't be used outside this room because her identity is
protected by my general restriction order.
Ms Rattray.
MS RATTRAY: My Lady, we'll start this morning with
a read-in from an applicant who wishes to remain
anonymous and has chosen the pseudonym 'Frank'.
LADY SMITH: Thank you.
'Frank' (read)
MS RATTRAY: 'Frank''s statement is at WIT.001.002.1957.
'Frank' was placed by the City and Royal Borough of

Perth, later Tayside Regional Council, in a foster

placenent with [ - --::h fron
- 1970 until _1978.
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I don't remember anything about Craigiebank. When
I was about three, I was put into care at Nimmo Place
Children's Home in Perth. I can remember bits of my
time at Nimmo."

From paragraph 6 to 15, 'Frank' speaks of his
memories in Nimmo Place Children's Home, Perth. Moving
now to paragraph 16 on page 3:

"I stayed at Nimmo until I was five, and then I went

into foster care. My foster parents, [Rracitll

,. turned up at the home with their adopted son.

They had a green ball and a tractor for me. I played
with their adopted son whilst they were away with the
staff. He was two years older than me and mixed-race as
well.

There was no preparation for going into foster care.
One day I was in care, the next day I was at the foster
home in Perth. I was driven in my foster parents'
Wolseley car to their house.

There was a big_ on the front lawn of the
house. I remember the kitchen and living room being
downstairs. The two bedrooms and bathroom were
upstairs. Their son and I were in one room and my
foster parents slept in the other room.

When I arrived I was taken around the neighbours and

introduced to everyone. It felt a bit weird. It was
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like a freak show with everyone pointing their finger at
me.

My surname was changed to their surname.

FJZ my foster parent, was in her 50s and too old
to be looking after young children. She also had
a heart condition that she had to take a lot of
medication for. , her husband, was ten years
younger than . FJZ andcouldn‘t have kids.
That's why they fostered.

I had the feeling that just saw me as a source
of revenue. A cheque in my name would be sent to me.

FJZ would put it in the bank and then spend it.

GDT was very placid. He only hit me once with
a belt on the backside. I think I deserved it, although
I can't remember what I had done.

They tried to get me to call them mum and dad but
I never did. They weren't my parents. I never called
them anything.

I got myself up in the morning. Their son would
help me dress and tie my shoelaces. I would then go for
breakfast. There wasn't any choice. I was given salty
porridge. If I didn't eat it, then I would go to school
on an empty stomach.

I would go to bed at 5.30 pm. It was ridiculous

going at this time. Bedtime was a bit later as I got
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older.

I was well fed and always given something to eat.
I had my lunch at school and my tea when I got home.

My foster parents bought me the cheapest school
uniform. They also provided me with other clothing for
outside school.

My birthday was never celebrated by my foster
parents. There was a tree and decorations at Christmas,
but it was just another day to me. I used to go out and
see my mates. Christmas still doesn't mean anything to
me.

When I was about seven or eight years old, I ran
away. I had been at school and one of the boys said
something about my foster parents not being my real mum
and dad. When I told , she hit me, so I ran away.
I only got as far as the arcade in the town. The woman
at the arcade recognised me and told .

I didn't realise at the time that my real mum stayed
just around the corner. When I was older, I found out
I should never have been in care. There was no need for
me to have been in care.

I had a bath every night. would bathe me
until I was about 10. Nothing bad happened, I just
don't think it was right.

I didn't go to school for the first couple of weeks.
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I think they were waiting on a place becoming available.
I eventually went to primary school.

People would call me names because of my hair and my
looks. I would hit them then get punished by the
teachers. The girls at school would stick up for me
when this happened.

If I was given the belt at school, I would retaliate
against the teacher. I would take the belt from them
and hit them with it. I never liked being hit or anyone
touching me.

When I was at school, one of the kids called me
Sambo. I didn't know what this meant so I told my
foster mother when I got home. She leathered me for
saying this. I knew then that it must be bad.

When I was back at school, I battered the boy who
had called me the name. I split his head on a bollard.
After this, I was expelled from school. I would have
been around six years old.

I was taken to the Child Guidance centre. It was
like a day assessment centre for children with problems.
After this I went to see a psychiatrist, Dr _
I told him how I felt and that I was being targeted.

I also told him that was hitting me with her

stick.

Dr_ took me on holiday for ten weeks to
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France with his family. They were like foster auntie
and uncle to me. Eventually it was - that got me
away from my foster parents. I was at the assessment
centre for about a year.

I was asked where I would like to go to school.

I said a place where there were people like me. After
this, I was given a place at Croftinloan boarding school
near Pitlochry.

FJz had a big mahogany stick. She would hit me with
this. I still have scars on my face and back. One time
she hit me and split my head. I ran to a neighbour who
lived upstairs. I ended up needing stitches.

When I was about nine, I started to hit back every
timebeat me. There could be any reason for
hitting me. It happened almost daily.

Once I was on a rope swing and pulled the
rope. This made me fall off and hurt my back. I had to
go to hospital and said it was an accident.

Their son would steal 's pills and he would be
leathered worse than I was.

I had told my social workers about being hit right
from the first time it happened. Nothing was ever done
about it. I would say it in front of my foster parents
when the social worker was there. would say I had

hit her first and they would believe her. I never spoke
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with the social worker on my own. I didn't trust them
anyway.

The neighbour upstairs would be forever taking me
and their son when had lost it. There will be
statements from her in my records.

knew it was going on as well but he didn't say
anything. It was anything for a quiet life with . I

From paragraphs 49 onwards, 'Frank' speaks about
Croftinloan boarding school, Pitlochry. That's from

paragraph 49 to 62. Now to paragraph 64 on page 10.

LADY SMITH: Thank you.

MS RATTRAY: Which is redacted, but it covers a handover

period:

"Ms Albert from the Child Guidance centre also used
to come and visit me. She was my sort of guardian as my
foster parents had washed their hands of me. Every
30 days there was a case conference. I said I didn't
want to go back to my foster parents. I told them what
had happened to me. They would say the foster parents
had changed and I should give it another try.

I was at Croftinloan from age 7 to 11. I loved it
there.

At first I had to go home on a Sunday for six hours.
Afterhad a heart operation, I had to start going

home for the weekends. I then started going back to the
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way I'd been before.

I started to understand that they

were just using me to get money. When I found this out,

I smashed their house up."

And now to paragraph 69:

"I went to stay with my foster mother's relatives

for a few weeks.

I called them auntie and uncle.

I never went back to the foster home after this. I was

put straight into Rannoch Mhoire Assessment Centre."

From paragraph 70,

in Rannoch Mhoire,

Dundee;

j=rSass] Secondary Institutions - to be published later

Carolina House,

econdary Institutions - to b

his foster parents'

'Frank' describes his experiences
Dundee; Burnside Assessment Centre,

Dundee; and Colonsay House

'Frank' also says that he used to go to

whilst at Colonsay House, which was

okay as their son was still there.

'Frank''s account of life after care and impact may

be more closely related to his experiences in a range of

other care settings as well as foster care, and in the

circumstances I will move now to paragraph 231 on

page 36.

"I have no objection to my witness statement being

published as part of the evidence to the Inguiry.

I believe the facts stated in this witness statement are

true."

Now,

my Lady,

'Frank'

says that while he did access

39



10

11

12

13

14

L5

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

his children's records, he did so with his wife, who had
also been a child in care, and they each read the
other's records, they didn't read their own records, so
there's a limit to how much he has seen his records.
However, I won't quote from the records but I do
wish to highlight certain issues which I think are of

importance.

LADY SMITH: Thank you.

MS RATTRAY: And in particular a record at PKC-000000141.

There isn't any need to bring it up on the screen.

What I would say about this is that in February
1975, whilst 'Frank' was in foster care, Mr's
employer contacted the social work department saying
that his employee, Mr, was in a depressed
condition and may be neglecting or ill-treating the
children boarded out with him. He said a neighbour
reported hearing children being beaten.

This man, who I understand to be the social worker,
was asked to report on the wvalidity of the allegations,

suitability of Mr and Mrs|@USCMEN to have children in

their care and whether it was necessary, in the
interests and safety of the children, for them to be
removed from their care.

A report of 20 February 1975 was prepared. There

had been a visit to theon 10 February, where
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Mr admitted he suffered from depression and had
hit the adopted child for selling chocolate given to
him. There was another visit to the foster carers,
which confirmed the social worker's opinion that the
family enjoyed warm relationships.

A GP also reported that he didn't consider the
children to be in danger from Mr , who had
medication for his condition, and he was no risk at all
to the children, and he was not a violent person.

There's no evidence of the children being spoken to.

That was the events in 1975 when 'Frank' would have
been approximately eight years old.

Then in 1978, there are further reports. There's
a series of complaints by neighbours in August
and September 1978 about concerns of Mrss
treatment of 'Frank'. A neighbour said many neighbours
were concerned and that she in particular had seen
'Frank' thrashed with a belt when walking past the front
door and the front door was open, and that 'Frank' had
been running away.

Other neighbours had heard screams at night on
a regular occurrence.

The RSPCC became involved and the RSPCC felt that
'Frank' should be removed for his own safety.

In the course of various notes that are there,
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'Frank' alleged that he had been prodded with a walking
stick by Mrs .

Mrs admitted using the belt but said it
didn't really have much effect on 'Frank' and it was
over his trousers.

The general conclusion appears to have been from the
records on the part of the social work department that
Mr and Mrswere not at all able to handle 'Frank'
due to 'Frank''s bad behaviour and it was at that point
that the placement broke down and 'Frank' moved on to
other placement settings.

LADY SMITH: Thank you.

MS RATTRAY: My Lady, we can move on to another read-in.

LADY SMITH: Thank you.

I just note there ‘s names as
being protected by my general restriction order. Thank
you.

'Harry' (read)

MS RATTRAY: The next read-in is from an applicant who has
the pseudonym 'Harry', and his statement is at
WIT-1-000000569.

'Harry' was placed by Glasgow Corporation, later
Strathclyde Regional Council, in a foster placement with

-1977. The current responsible authority is Glasgow
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contact details are known to the Inquiry.

I was born in Glasgow and I would describe my life
at home as one of turmoil. There were ten of us in the
family. My mum died in 2009 and my dad in 2014. The
two siblings who were closest to me were my sister who
was slightly younger than me and my brother who was
older by about 10 years.

My father was drinking all the time. Mum was
a drinker but not like him, he was always in the pub.
Although I have no real memories of life with my family,
I am aware from my records that the reason my younger
sister and older brother and I were put into care was
due to neglect, domestic abuse and how the house was
run. I cannot remember where my older siblings would be
living. They tended to stick together and not bother
about us younger ones except for an older sister, she
was caring and understanding. She was a loving sister
compared to the rest of them."

From paragraphs 4 to 10, 'Harry' speaks of his

experiences in an unnamed children's home in Glasgow

Secondary Institutions - to be published later
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Moving now to paragraph 11 on page 3:

"I was adopted by a family who lived in Glasgow when
I was five years old. It was a big house and it was
near the last children's home I was in in Pollokshields.
They were educated people, well-to-do, and had money.
They were and they were in their
early 50s. She had a top job in a company and he worked
in a motor factory in Glasgow. They had a son, who was
18 to 19 years old. I stayed with them until I was
either 10 or 11 years old. They also had a daughter who
lived in Holland.

The house was a big Edwardian-type place which was
up a close. It had shiny green tiles with a nice
pattern on them and they lived upstairs at the top
floor. There was a neighbour on the same landing.

I wasn't happy there at all and I didn't feel
I could tell anyone. They had a different mindset
towards children then.

It was the social work who took me there from the
home. Everything was okay for a while but my first
impression was I didn't like the son as he was a bully
and behaved like a spoiled brat.

I don't remember much about getting up or going to
bed. I had my own bedroom but it wasn't much of a room.

It was who cooked, and I think she cooked the
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things I liked or what she thought I would like.
I couldn't help myself to food as it was quite strict.
She bathed me when I was younger but not as I got
older. I don't really remember. I just remember all
the horrible stuff.
She chose my clothes and sometimes I liked them and
sometimes I didn't.

I did have toys and games to play with.

I went with the |geiSssige] to visit their daughter.
She was okay, she was fine, but we didn't see much of
her.

My first memory of school is when I was in foster
care. I was sent to a private school, which I went to
as a day pupil. I don't remember the name of it. I had
to wear a uniform, hat and shorts, and I hated it.

I wasn't cut out for that way of living.

I was in hospital once, but although I remember

going in, I can't remember anything else about it.
I think it might have been to get my tonsils out.
I don't think I was ever in hospital again as a child.

I had to go to the local church every Sunday with
the . I hated it. It was a lot of nonsense.

I wasn't from a religious family, but we probably had
a Protestant background. They were Protestant. I knew

they were because of a flag of the Red Hand of Ulster
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and other military paraphernalia.

I don't think I had to do housework.

Christmas was celebrated just like everyone did and
I got presents.

I did have some toys and games but nothing else as
I hadn't brought anything with me.

Social work would visit them and would speak to
Mrs on her own. I think they would speak to me
but I don't think I was alone. I don't know if social
work told them to hit me. The social worker might have
been called Alistair and his visits were fairly regular.
I didn't trust or like social work.

I don't recall ever taking anyone to the house even
though I did have a couple of friends when I was living
there.

I got visits from my social worker but that's all.

I had no contact with my family other than my
younger sister came down one day, but they didn't want
her coming into the house. I had to see her outside.

gty FQE-SPO were trying to put a stop to the family

contact. I think my sister came down a couple of times
and I did take her into the house when they were out.

I remember trying to teach her to read because she
wasn't able to. I just thought it was abominable that

a girl in a children's home couldn't read.
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They called all the slapping discipline, but that's
not discipline to me, that's abuse.

It was okay for a few years, but as I got older
I started being naughty and she started being physical.
She lifted her hand and she was slapping me. I would
get beaten by her for not getting my maths right. How
do you learn through fear? It was always Mrs
who hit me. Mr -never hit me. She would slap me
across the face or the ear and whip the back of my legs
or backside with the shower hose. This sort of thing
happened between one and three times a week and
Mr _was never there when it happened but I never
liked him.

Their son was not really physical, he was verbally
abusive, criticising and belittling me.

Mrs 's mum was Irish and we visited her in
Northern Ireland on holiday when I was young.
I remember she stayed in a bungalow. Mrs beat
me with a stick of a privet hedge after pulling the
leaves off it. She whipped me with it over the back of
the legs.

I couldn't eat mince burger as it made me sick.
I would get beaten if I didn't eat. I feel I lived in
fear throughout the years I was there.

When I lived there, there had been an ongoing thing
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about children's behaviour. They blamed me for my bad
behaviour, but if they hadn't hit me and made me scared,
I wouldn't have been like that. I felt it was their
fault but I didn't have any say. It was just do as they
said.

There was a shop across the road run by a Muslim
family and a guy in there was abusing weans. He often
did it to me when I was eight or nine. He was quite
old, maybe in his 50s or 60s. He was gquite big
weight-wise and I never knew his name. I never told the
. I never really understood about sexual abuse.
I heard other weans talking about what he was doing in
that shop. It was just horrific to go through that and
then go home to people you didn't like and they would
wonder why my behaviour was so abhorrent that they
wanted to get rid of me. They did do that in the end.

I think of my time withand-as horrific as
they abused me and I was goling home to people I didn't
like. They just wanted to get rid of me. They were
going to Canada to live so I had to go back to the
children's home.

I know I went to a children's home in Glasgow but
I don't remember anything about it or how long I was
there before I was sent to Blairvardach. I think the

social work probably explained to me why I was levering
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the . I don't think I got to take my stuff when

I left them. In a way I felt relieved. I don't

remember ever saying goodbye to the [REESEY Sl

LADY SMITH: Ms Rattray,

before you move on, just to pick up

on one thing, it seems pretty clear from the content of

this statement that this was man was not adopted but he

was in foster care, although in paragraph 11 he stated

he was adopted.

MS RATTRAY: He does state he was adopted. There's no

evidence he was adopt

ed. It's quite clear that he was

in foster care throughout that time.

LADY SMITH: Given the ongoing social work involvement and

that when the [J&=sSge were moving to Canada he didn't

go with them, it seems pretty clear.

MS RATTRAY: Yes.

LADY SMITH: Thank you.

MS RATTRAY: From paragraph 40 to 101, 'Harry' describes his

experiences in Blairvardach Children's Home in

Helensburgh Secondary Institutions - to be published later

Secondary Institutions - to be published 14 and in St Andrew's List D

[sTeisteTe Al Secondary Institutions - to be published later

Secondary Institutions - to be publigEs FREE P speaks of his life after

care.

Moving now to paragraph 102 on page 18 where I will

read out some of what

'Harry'

49

tells us about impact,
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while recognising that impact has to be understood in
the context of 'Harry''s overall care experiences,
including many years in several care settings:

"Every aspect of my life has been affected by being
a child in care. At 16 I was free from them but not
mentally. I try not to think about my childhood.
I have thoughts that life is futile and a waste of time.
I feel I had a waste of a life. I was ripped away from
my family for people to abuse me.

Being in care had an incredible impact on my

FQE made me

education and I suffered severely.
fear getting anything wrong and I carried those feelings
and fears throughout every educational experience I had.
I feel I was left to fester in all aspects of my time in
care, including the educational system.

My health has been impacted both physically and
mentally. Nothing ever felt right."

And to paragraph 106 on page 19:

"I would never hand my child to any social worker
but I had no choice, my childhood was enforced on me.
If it wasn't for my time in care, I would have had such
a different life."

And now to paragraph 111 at the foot of that page:

"I have a file which I got through freedom of

information from Glasgow City Council three years ago.
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the morning break because the next read-in will take
much longer.

LADY SMITH: Very well.

MS RATTRAY: We did have an oral witness scheduled for
today, but she's been unable to come today due to poor
health, and we hope that we will hear from her
in August.

LADY SMITH: Very well.

I'll take the morning break now, and just note in
passing that who were the foster
carers in relation to that witness, had their names
referred to but of course they're protected by my
general restriction order. So we'll stop now for the
morning break. Thank you.

(11.17 am)

(A short break)

(11.44 am)

LADY SMITH: Ms Rattray.

MS RATTRAY: Thank you, my Lady.

The next read-in is a statement of a witness who has
the pseudonym 'Henry'. His statement is at
WIT-1-000001016.

'Henry' was a foster carer for Strathclyde Regional
Council. An applicant whose pseudonym is 'Patricia' and

whose statement was read in on Day 103 on 5 July 2022
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check out on me when I was at the different homes to see
how I was getting on. Even when I was supposed to be
finished with the social work, she helped me get a house
and organise my benefits when I was about 21.

Anne Marie was always there to help me. I just had to
phone and she would be at the home the next day.

The first time I was placed into care it was for
some respite for my mother just after my dad died. That
was when I was sent to Dunclutha in Dunoon, which was
supposed to be just for a few weeks. It was me and my
sisters who went to Dunclutha. My youngest brother was
just a wee baby and stayed with mum. I was about four
or five when we went there for the first time. Some of
the memories for this time and at Inver House might be
mixed up a little, just with the passage of time."

'Kevin' then goes on to tell us about his time in
Dunclutha. Thereafter, he returned home for a period
before moving to Inver House Children's Home, which he
deals with at paragraphs 27 to 34 of his statement.

Thereafter, he returned home again but was taken
into care.

At paragraphs 40 to 148 of his statement, 'Kevin'
deals with his time the Gryffe Children's Home, Bridge

of Weir, Larchgrove Assessment Centre, and then

Secondary Institutions - to be published later

Southannan Children's Home.
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Secondary Institutions - to be published later

Moving on to page 28 and to paragraph 149:

"When I was coming to the end of my time in
Southannan, the social work decided that it might be
better for me to be placed into a foster family
environment. That was when I was moved to the_
family in Bo'Ness.

I came back to Southannan one day and my case was
all packed with clothes all neatly folded inside. I was
told by the staff that it was time for me to go to the
 —]

I can remember that the _came to see me in
Southannan. Mr_drove a Skoda They are two
children: a daughter and a son. The father was
an electrician by trade.

The first time the whole family came to see me they
took me out for the day and we went to Largs for
something to eat. On the first visit, Anne Marie was
with us for my support. The next time I saw them I was
taken to their home for the day. 1 can remember when
I was there that I played pool with the son in his room.
I remember staying for a meal and then went back to the
home. There were another couple of similar day visits
until we were all happy with the arrangements being

made.
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room. I could hear some of that conversation and they
were having a vote about whether they should continue to
foster me or to let me go back to the social work.
I was really upset by this. I felt I was once more let
down by adults. I told them I had overheard what they
were talking about. I told them they were cowards and
not telling me about any issues to my face. I then got
them to telephone Anne Marie, my social worker, and the
next morning she came and got me out of the house.

I was moved from the -family to the
PBR-SPO family in Kirkcaldy. I stayed with them for
nearly a year. When I stayed with them there was
another kid being fostered by them. Later in life and
with what happened there, I came to the conclusion that
they were only doing the fostering for the money and not
to care for anyone.

After what happened with the _, I did not

let the get too close to me. The father was
a long distance lorry driver and looked in his 60s. His

wife was of a similar age.

Mr was an aggressive man. When he came in
from his work and after he'd finished his dinner he
would not allow us to be in the living room.

He was not a very patient man. When I would sit and

talk about what I had done that day he would tell me
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that I had already spoken about it.

Bpart from the clothes I had when I arrived, the
never provided me with any by themselves.
They would tell Anne Marie or the other social workers
that I was needing new clothes or shoes. Only when
money arrived in for it would whatever I needed. The
problem was not all the money was spent on me, some of
the money was used to buy their son new clothes.

I think he was about 21 or 22 at the time.

In the evening after our evening meal we were not
allowed to sit with the parents in the living room to
watch TV with them. That was their time. We had
a small black and white portable television in our room
which we watched. Even their own kids were not allowed
in the living room.

During any period when we had some leisure time, the
did not like us watching the television in
our room and would have involved us in various
activities. This would sometimes involve gymnastics and
swimming or out on the bikes. They always wanted us to
be active. I would also go to the ice skating to watch
the Fife Flyers ice hockey team.

Sometimes I would take the dog for a walk and

I would meet Mr when he was driving his lorry.

I wasn't allowed to go to his actual depot but he would
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take me in his lorry for a short journey. I can
remember going over the Erskine Bridge and being bought
ice cream.

When I had pocket money, I would go to the local
shops and buy myself some ice cream.

When I was with this family, I got a job in
a mushroom factory at the weekend to give me some extra
money. It was when I was riding my bike home to my
foster family and when I got back I saw the former
minibus driver from Southannan working in his garden.

He started to talk to me and he seemed to have forgotten
all the bad things he did. I was good at football and
he said he wanted me to play for the football team.

I told him he had to check with my foster parents. They
met him and agreed for me to play in the football team.

When I stayed at the (GG I did get enrolled
at Viewforth High School and did try to go a lot more
regularly.

One day I had an argument with the football coach,
the former minibus driver, and slammed the door. He
went to my foster house and told Mr that I was
the reason he got sacked from the school. He made it
out to them that he had done nothing wrong and that it
was all my fault he was sacked. I could hear what he

was saying that I had alleged the incident about the
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dragging by the hair. I went into the living room and
told them that it was the staff that saw what he did to
me and it was them that sacked him. They were taking
his side and there was an argument and Mr
started slapping me. His son joined in and he also
started hitting me.

Mr was a very angry man. I am not sure if
it was because he was older or whether he was like that
before I arrived.

After what happened with Mr and his son,

I phoned Anne Marie and she came to the house about
an hour later."

'Kevin' then returned to Dunclutha Children's Home
in Dunoon, and after that he had periods in prison.

Moving to page 35 and paragraph 193:

"When I left the prison system, I initially moved in
with my aunt in Easterhouse. Anne Marie then helped me
get my own flat. She also arranged for me to apply for
some grants for furniture and some clothes. When I was
settled, Anne Marie became less and less involved as my
social worker. For a short period there were some
renovations needing to be done to the flat. My
landlord put me up in a hotel in Millport while the work
was carried out. She said just to use the money I was

supposed to pay her. She even gave me £10 and checked
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LADY SMITH: Thank you.
So if I rise now, there'll be another witness ready
at 2 o'clock; is that right?
MS INNES: Yes, that's correct, my Lady.

LADY SMITH: Very well. We'll stop now for the break,

noting before I leave that the_, the
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and their son, as their names were all mentioned and
they're covered by my general restriction order so they
can't be identified outside this room.

Thank you very much.

(12.35 pm)

(The luncheon adjournment)

(2.15 pm)
LADY SMITH: Good afternoon. Ms Innes.

MS INNES: My Lady, we have another oral witness this

afternoon. '¥Yvonne' was in the care of Edinburgh
Corporation, then it became Lothian Regional Council.

She lived with her aunt and uncle in Edinburgh from
_1972 until_1983, when she moved to
Canaan Lodge. Initially her residence with her aunt and
uncle was on the basis of a condition of the supervision
requirement, which was made on _ 1972. Her
aunt and uncle were foster carers, and Edinburgh

Corporation assumed parental rights in respect of

'Yvonne' on_ 1974. The City of Edinburgh
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You tell us a little bit about your cousins. So there
was one born in 1967; is that right?

Yeah, that was the oldest. And then there was the boy
who was the same age as me, and then there was my
younger cousin that was two years younger.

You tell us that your aunt and uncle were the

ERR-ERS 2

Yes.

If we move over the page to page 3, paragraph 9, you say
that when you were about four and when you were living
in _, the social work decided that
you were going to be living with your aunt and uncle?
Yes. I'm aware at that time I was just told that, as
you say, I wasn't allowed to live with my mum for the
reason that -- the same as America. So we were just
then told that my aunt had stepped up and said, "Well,
we'll take you".

Okay. So are you saying you were told that at the time?
We were always told, when I was younger, we weren't
allowed to visit my mother.

Right.

It was a thing that, "No, you can't go stay with her,
you can't live with her". It was just deemed -- we were
never told the reason. We never found answers out until

we got a little bit older, but we weren't allowed to
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whatever. It was a treat on that Friday. And my
Auntused to also get her treat, which was
Carlsberg lagers, but we always knew when that cheque
came because we were getting different items.

How often did it come, do you know?

Back in the day you would think it was every month,
every month that came in, but you knew when it came in
because to us we got a little treat that night.

You say that your aunt would go and buy a treat for you,
but she would also get a Carlsberg lager for herself?
Yeah, my aunt was a bad drinker.

Okay, we'll come back to that.

If we move on from that, please, and if we can move
on to where you tell us about chores and pocket money.
Page 7, paragraph 25. So you say that you all had to do
chores, so did that include your cousins as well?

Yes.

What sort of chores did you have to do?

I used to do the bin. It was a big -- well, as you say,
the household bin, but we didn't have bags in the day so
you'd empty it down the chute and then have to scrub the
bin.

My other chore was to go and get the petrol,
paraffin, petrol. From where we lived we had to walk to

Sighthill, which was at least a mile down the road, to
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just tell us about that. You say that you went to the
church in Oxgangs without their knowledge?

I started off with a little Bible group with a lovely
old little gran who used to make cakes and bring us in
to Bible group and one of my friends went and I thought
I'd tag along and I thought it was the best thing ever
because this lady made homemade jam, she made cakes. We
would just turn up for the treats and we would the
little Bible sessions.

Then she took me to other churches because she seen
I was excited with turning up at her house, she thought
oh, you must be really into this church thing, so she
took me down to Dulrightair(?), a sort of black church,
and I thought that was fantastic because everywhere was
so happy.

She then tock me to a church in Oxgangs. They also
ran school and holiday time, they ran a day class that
you could have fun and do outdoor activities. When
I first started to go there, I never told the family
that I was going back on other days. Because --

Why did you not tell them?

Because my uncledidn‘t like me going to church.
Was it because of the type of church?

It wasn't his religion, yeah. I don't -- I don't care

what church I'm in if the environment's doing fun
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"It was only in our teenage years when we struggled
because my cousins released that they could have
a better life without us in it and I felt the same."
Yeah.

Can you explain that, please?

When we were children, we were all treated the exact
same. Our Christmas presents, the exact same, just
different colours. Everything. Our clothes to go to
school, everything was the exact same. The holiday in
Dunbar was fantastic because we had never been away from
where we lived, so again that was at the beach. We had
so much fun catching crabs and my Auntwould be
boiling them up. It was just fun.

But when around just before going to high school, it
was when everything started to change because my cousins
then got resentful because I think they realised, as you
say, we were seeing my Aunt drink more, I wasn't
happy being there, I was scared to be there, and it was
just like -- again they -- --- oh, sorry, my
sister moved out. My youngest got her room. I was
still sharing with my other cousin, and again jealousy:
I want my own room. We were just all drifting apart,
having different interests.

Can you remember how old your sister was when she moved

out?
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LADY SMITH: In the course of 'Yvonne''s evidence,
‘ names were used and at one point she
used her sister's name. They're all protected by my
general restriction order so can't be identified outside
this room.

I take it, Ms Innes, that completes the evidence for
today?

MS INNES: It does, my Lady. Tomorrow we have two oral
witnesses. There may or may not be time for read-in
evidence.

LADY SMITH: Very well. I'll rise now until 10 o'clock
tomorrow morning. Thank you all very much.

(4.14 pm)

(The Inguiry adjourned until 10.00 am

on Wednesday, 13 July 2022)
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