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You see, I can't remember -- but I can remember seeing,
you know, the foster children eating, I can remember
watching them eating and so I must have been in there,
but that doesn't mean to say I was in there every time.
I don't remember.

At paragraph 27 you refer to chores that had to be done
in the house and you talk about different things that
you had to do. You say there wasn't a written rota, but
it would be your turn to do the dishes or take the
sticks and coal in?

That s right.

And you also talk about giving your mum a hand to dust
and hoover?

Yeah.

Can you remember doing that sort of thing in the
farmhouse?

Yes.

Can you remember doing that sort of thing when the
foster children were living there?

Yes.

Would you be doing it together --

Yes.

-— with some of them?

Yes.

And I think you know that in her statement said
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that the foster children had to do chores but you and
your siblings didn't have to do anything. 1Is that your
memory of what happened or not?

No, no. The two boys, my two brothers, that would be
sticks and coals and probably something in the garden
because dad had quite a big vegetable garden, but my
sister and myself, no, we had to do just the same.

And then you have to remember, I left in 1978, so
that would only leave my sister and the foster children
because my brothers, they also weren't that long behind
me in going to various jobs. So that would have only
left the five of them in the house. So it would appear
that it was the foster children doing most of the work.

But, no, we used to all do it when I lived there.
At paragraph 29 you talk about cutting sticks and you
say that you don't remember [SUJJJJi] cutting her finger
with a saw but it's possible that that happened after
you left?

Well, it could be. It's just that as children most
times my father, you know, he had been a forestry
worker, he did most of the chopping of the wood. Our
thing was just to go out and get the wood and bring it
in. There would be like a stack of wood in the

coalhouse and he was the one that normally did it with

the chainsaw. So there's no way going to be
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brother, yeah, for a little while and I remember him
being ticked off for it so I just assume that [
would be too.
What did ticking off involve?
Just a telling off, you know, verbally.
You say that you think it would have been your mum that
would have done the ticking off?
Yeah.
Because your dad would have been out working?
He'd have been at work.
Did he go away early to work in the morning?
Yeah. He was gone before we got up and during the sort
of summer months he wouldn't come back till -- sometimes
it would be 9. It depends on what needed doing on the
farm.
At paragraph 33 you talk about some memories that
had in her statement about wetting the bed and
being called names. You say that you don't remember
that?
I don't remember wetting the bed.
You say you don't remember her being called names?
No.
You say:

"There might have been some teasing about it but

I really don't remember that."

20



10

11

12

13

14

L5

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

A. It would have been -they would have been teasing
because I really don't remember [FSUNM wetting the bed.
If she did, it could have been only very rarely, but

B 25 quite —- it was a few times with [ IR

Q. Why do you think that she might have been teased about
it?

A. I don't know. Just children's things.

LADY SMITH: Can you think of what might have been said to
her?

A. By my mum? Or by --

LADY SMITH: Anybody in the household.

A. I don't know. I think they would just tease her for the
fact that she'd wet the bed again, you know, but I can't
remember what sort of -- what they would have said to
her to tease her.

LADY SMITH: Thank you.

MS INNES: You refer to your brother who used to wet the bed
for a period of time, but you don't remember anyone
teasing him about it?

A, Oh, I'm sure we teased him about it. We would have
teased him about it.

Q. Okay.

A. But it was only -- it wasn't malicious. You know, it
was just children's sibling sort of things. It

wasn't -- you know, we weren't constantly at him for it,
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yeah.
If we move on from there, please, you tell us on page 8
about mealtimes and you've already told us about your

memories of where you might have been sitting.

If we go down to -- well, first of all paragraph 34.
You talk about something that says in her

statement, which was that she used to hide bread down
the back of the settee.
I don't see how that would work because we had this
little dog that was forever looking for food and the dog
would have found it.
Okay. At paragraph 36 you refer there to something that
againsaid in her statement and you say:

"The foster children didn't have different meals
from the rest of the family."
No.
So what's your memory of that, of how meals were made?
It would be the normal things like tatties and mince,
soup, sausages, chips, beans, fish fingers. Quite a lot
of veg, quite a lot of wvegqg.
Is that from the vegetable garden that you said that
your dad had?
Yeah, dad had.
And who did the cooking?

When I was there it was, like, predominantly mum, she
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They would unlock it. It would be mum that would unlock
it because dad was hardly there.

You say that crisps, biscuits and sweeties were locked
away?

Yes.

Can you remember that being the case before the foster
children arrived?

Yes.

I think you also go on at paragraph 39 to refer to
something that says in her statement about
things being locked away in a bedroom?

My mum was always given chocolates for birthdays and
Christmases. My mum doesn't eat chocolates, so they
would be locked in her bedroom. But she would bring
them out every so often and we'd all get some, but yeah.
So from what you say, your parents' bedroom door would
be locked as well?

Yes.

Who had the key for that?

Mum.

And if you wanted to go into the bedroom to get
anything, what would you do?

Why would we need to go into my mum's bedroom?

Okay. So if you wanted a chocolate from the room, what

would you do?
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At paragraph 40, you talk about saying that the
foster children never got treats or money and you say
you didn't get pocket money?

No, we didn't get pocket money.

And you used to get money from going to pick berries or
presumably harvest potatoes at that time of year as
well?

That's right. If we worked, we got money.

You remember, I think, two of the girls being out in the
berry fields but it didn't --

That's right. ©No, they didn't make much because they
had eaten the berries, they were eating the berries.

But you have to remember, that's their first time out
there. We'd been going out maybe a few years. We'd got
past that bit. We were probably the same, we just ate

all the berries and didn't make much money.

LADY SMITH: Did you get to keep all the money you earned

from the fruit picking?

Most of it, yes, we did. What mum would normally do was
we'd get the money and she would gather it up because
you were paid normally daily for what you'd done, she
would gather it up and then we'd be taken down to Leven
and we would get some of the money and we could just buy

what we wanted.

LADY SMITH: So your mum kept some of it?

27
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And did anybody come in when you were in the bathroom?
No, because the door was shut.

I think you know that says that your brothers
might go in when she was in the bath. Can you remember
that happening?

I don't think so.

If we can move on, please, to page 11 and paragraph 49,
you talk about something that said in her
statement about the time when she started her periods
and she talked about bringing sanitary towels down and
them being thrown on the fire.

That's right.

And you say that was the procedure?

Yeah.

I think she indicated that she did this when there were
other people in the room or she had to do that when
there were other people in the room?

Well, I was always told just to bring it down -- you
know, towards the end of the night, yeah, and then put
them in. I think it was up to me when I decided to do
it. Yeah? I don't think there was any sort of laid
time or -- you know, it was up to yourself when you put
them on the fire.

Okay. In the next section you talk about clothes

and you say that you all had clothes that were handed
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down from family or friends?

Yeah. We had some new clothes but we also had other
clothes from various relatives and friends.

Did you have much choice in what you wore or not, as

a child?

We were given guite a lot of second-hand clothes, so
we -- you know, you could wear what you liked. You
didn't have to wear -- you know, there was quite a lot
of it so you could actually pick and choose what you
wanted.

I think you will know that |g®4

says in her statement
that clothes weren't washed regularly?

No, mum was always doing the washing at the weekend.
Yeah.

So was there a big washing at the weekend?

At the weekend, yeah.

I think you talk about that at paragraph 51 where you
say that you gave her a hand sometimes with the washing?
That's right, we did.

Presumably there would have been a lot of it?

There was huge piles, yeah.

And you say at a certain age you learned to iron your
own clothes and then it was down to you?

That's right, yeah. Yeah, we were shown how to iron our

own clothes and then it was up to you to do your uniform
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Mm~hmm.
Where would your parents be when you were away at your
aunt's?
They normally went off somewhere, yeah.
Can you remember being left in charge of the children
yvourself when your parents went away on holiday?
Yeah, but only for a long weekend. I don't remember any
longer than that.
Okay. I'm going to show you something from
records about this and it's DUN-000000699 and if we
start at the bottom of page 25.

Sorry, just bear with me a moment, my screen has
gone to sleep.

At this entry, which seems to be in May 1977, the
date is cut off in the copy we have, it says there:

"Telephone call from Mrs Smith, West Gilston School.
She said that she thought we should know that [your
parents, the bit that's blanked out there refers to your
parents] had went away on holiday to England, leaving
all seven children ..."

I managed to hit something on my screen which has
covered it up.

Yeah, so it's blanked out but it's in brackets, so
the seven children is the four of them and the three of

you.
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A.

what work she was doing.

I think in her evidence mentioned an egg
factory?

Oh, right, there was an egg factory. That's right,
there was work at an egg factory, which was down towards
)

Right.

I don't know how long she did that for, though.

Okay, so maybe that's the work --

Maybe that's what it was, yeah.

Okay. Can you remember covering any shifts at the egg
factory for your mother, for example?

No. No. That was an awful place. No.

Right. If we can move back to your statement, please,
and if we can move to the top of page 15 and

paragraph 68, you say there that:

"In her statement to the Inquj.ry,FC'\"'r

says that
she was called an idiot and daft."

You don't remember anybody calling her that?

I don't remember, no. And wasn‘t daft, yeah.
I mean, she was quite -- she was quite quick.

MS INNES: I'm not quite at the allegations of abuse yet,

but I am going to ask you about discipline on page 16 at
paragraph 78, and I don't know, Lady Smith, whether you

wish to give the witness a warning before I go into

39
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Okay. Can you remember them ever being threatened about
going back to Dundee?

Who would threaten them?

By your parents or anybody else?

I only remember one time (A4

dad was going to take
her back to Dundee, but it was only her he was going to
take back.

Can you remember anything about the context of that?

I can't remember why, but it must have been some trouble
that had been caused, yeah. He was going to take her
back to Dundee. But he didn't.

So your memory of it is that he was going to take her
back to Dundee and it was as a punishment?

No, I think he was going to take her back to the foster
care people, yeah, and he didn't want her back.

I think.

You say they didn't want her back?

No, my father and my mother didn't want her, for
whatever reason, whatever she'd done. I know there was
a bit there where dad was going to take her back to
Dundee.

But her brothers and sisters would stay with you?

Yeah, they were fine.

And you say but that then never happened?

It didn't, it didn't happed.
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He didn't actually take her back?

No, he didn't.

Do you know why it was that ultimately he didn't take
her back?

No. I don't even remember why it was he was taking her
back. But it would have been some trouble had been
caused and dad maybe had just had enough, he thought
that's it.

Okay. At the bottom of this page there's a section,
"Relationship with foster children", and you say that
you personally thought your relationship with the foster
children was all right.

Yeah, I did.

How would you describe how you got on with them?

I thought it was good. I really honestly thought that
we got on great.

You will know from | statement that she talks
about feeling that it was them and us.

No, I never felt that it was them and us, yeah, because
most times when we were doing something, whether it was
a holiday or -- I mean, my parents went off and bought
this minivan/bus thing for all of us to go out and about
in. So it wasn't a case of them and us.

I think you know that she also says in her statement

that sometimes she felt like your family, members of
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Yeah.

Was that your reaction to seeing what had said
in her statement?

I still can't understand why she said that and all the
stuff that she said there because I honestly thought
that it was good. I mean yes, it was hard, the house
was cold, there was shortage of food, but it -- I didn't
see any problem with it.

At paragraph 97 on this page towards the beginning of
the paragraph you refer to your mother and you say:

"She is not an affectionate type of person and never
has been ..."
No.

" ... but she was there."

She was there. And if there was something you really
wanted, it would appear.

So you talk about an example of wanting something and
then she would, I think you're saying, make an effort to
get it for you.

Yeah. But she wasn't -- she wasn't like a huggy, cuddly
sort of person. She's not like that. She's still not
like that.

Bear with me a moment. (Pause) .

If we move on, please, to paragraph 108, you deal

there with visits from the social work department.
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And after that you say it didn't go to court _
(]

No.

Okay. I think at paragraph 121, your recollection is
that you were being asked about the daily routine in the
house and things like that?

That's right.

At the bottom of paragraph 122 you reflect back on your
memories of the children being in the house and how you
felt about the allegations and you refer to a photograph
at your wedding.

Yes.

And you say at the end of the paragraph:

"Surely if there was something wrong then it would
appear and you would be able to see something wasn't
right."

Yeah.

I think you said your perception at the time was that
everything was fine?

Yeah.

At the beginning of the next paragraph on that page you
say there:

"A lot of the time we had the attitude that
was doing it again.”

Oh, she used to do this -- whenever people came, she
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was -- now I'm older I can see -- whenever people came,
would be straight -- say in the case of the male

social worker, she'd be straight on his lap. If my
grandparents came, she was right at the front, you know,

she was looking for attention.

The rest of us just though, oh,doing it

again. It was nothing -- it wasn't being bad, it was
just somethingdid. When people came to visit,
Fcv needed to be seen. Whereas if you had, like,

little --didn't come forward, - would

hang off in the background.

So your memory of that was that she was seeking people's
attention?

Yeah. She'd always -- she'd always done it.

Over the page on page 27 at paragraph 123, you reflect
on, I think, the suitability of the foster home for
and you say that there were too many of you,
your reflection is there were too many of you for the --
As an adult. But as a child back then or as a teenager
back then, I didn't see that as a problem. I didn't see

there being -- but looking back on it, yeah. And

I could see where -- where [ and- had been

in the short-term foster care and in |4 statement
she says how they were treated there. They had their

own rooms, they had pretty dresses, et cetera,
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et cetera, and then she comes to us, you know, and we
don't have our own rooms and we don't have the sort of
money that buys, like, loads of pretty dresses. That's
quite a drastic thing for a child to adjust from that to
this. 1It's like you've done something wrong, isn't it?
I'm in this really lovely place and then I've gone to
this.

Ckay.

So that's where I think she considered -- also, there
has to be, like, the same levelness of what the foster
carers are providing. You can't have such a drastic
difference between the two. Because, I mean, me as

a child, if I was popped into somewhere that the first
foster carer place, I'd have been like: this is
fantastic, this is really good, I have my own room, look
at this. And then go and put you in with us on the
farm, yeah, in a cold house? That's guite -- you know.
Okay. At paragraph 124 you deal with the allegation

that made about you. She says that you hit her

with a slipper and you lifted their nightie up and

struck them on the bum in front of -- I think that's
your brothers. Did you ever hit or her siblings

with a slipper?
No.

Did you ever lift their nightie up to do that?
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No.

Or strike them on the bum?

No.

Did you ever do that in front of your brothers?

No.

If we can move on to the bottom of this page, you say
that you've wracked your brain as to why
saying these things and why do you think it is that
she's saying these things?

I think she wanted away from the farm.

Do you think that's why she made the allegations in
19817

I don't know. She didn't -- I mean, Jjust going -- being

unbiased, she's clearly unhappy. I mean, the other

three foster children seemed -- have they made
allegations?
Okay. Well, I suppose another reason thatmight

have made an allegation in 1981 was because it was true.
Do you think it was true?

No.

Why not?

Because my father's not -- is not like that. Wasn't
like that, sorry, he's gone now. And, you know,
-- I don't want to say this because it sounds

like I'm slagging her off, but she was known for telling
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LADY SMITH: It's really helpful to have heard from you
today. Thank you very much.

A. I've also -- after being initially really quite angry to
have to take part in this Inquiry, because, you know,
this is the past stuff, it should all be laid to rest --

LADY SMITH: Yes, I can understand that.

A. But I've actually turned it round and I remember the
good times with those kids. You know, there were some
really good times. So yeah, thank you.

LADY SMITH: I'm able to let you go. Thank you very much.

(The witness withdrew)

LADY SMITH: Now, we'll take the morning break Jjust now, but

before I rise please would everybody bear in mind we've

and

used the names of two foster children,
- for convenience, but of course their identities
are protected by my general restriction order and they
can't be identified outside this room.
Break now, Ms Innes, and another witness after the

break?

MS INNES: Yes. We do have another witness after the break,
my Lady.

LADY SMITH: Thank you very much.

(11.37 am)

(& short break)

(11.56 am)

65



















































10

11

12

13

14

L5

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

not elsewhere?

Yeah.

Okay. If we go on over the page at page 6, you're being
asked about something says at paragraph 25 where
she talks about being sent to bed without tea. Can you
remember being sent to bed without tea?

No.

Can you remember any of the foster children being sent
to bed without tea?

No.

Is it possible that it happened and you've forgotten?

I couldn't remember it.

Can you remember being sent to your room if you'd been
misbehaving, for example?

No.

Again, is that something that you've forgotten or do you
know 1f it happened or not?

I don't think so.

You don't think so, okay.

Now, at paragraph 26 of your statement, you're
responding there to something says in her
statement about the bathroom. I think there was one
bathroom in the farmhouse; is that right?

Yes.

Did it have a lock on the door or not?
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Yes.

It did, okay. I think you'll know that says in
her statement that you sometimes used to go to the
toilet when she was in the bath. Did that happen?

No.

Why not?

Because the door would be locked or you would lock the
door behind you.

Paragraph 27, you say that you remember the foster kids
wetting the bed. What do you remember about that?

I don't remember that.

I think maybe when you gave your statement to the
Inquiry you said that you remembered that it was maybe
one or two of them that wet the bed and you heard your
mum shouting, "You've wet the bed again".

I can't remember if I said that or not. I don't know.
Can you remember that happening? Can you remember your
mum shouting, "You've wet the bed again"?

I can't remember.

Okay, so you can't remember that just now?

I can't.

Okay. You'll know thatsaid in her statement
that some members of your family, perhaps including you,
called them names like "dirty" and "pee the bed". Did

you call the foster children that?
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Not really. I mean, we were out on the farm most of the
time.

You were at the farm most of the time?

Yeah.

So are you saying you would be outside on the farm?
Yeah.

Doing things, okay. I think you know that says
in her statement that your family used to turn the
foster children against each other, create arguments
between them and things. Did that happen?

I can't remember that happening.

Okay. I think she describes it as being a bit like us
and them. Is that the way that you viewed it?

No. I don't think so.

If we can go on over the page to page 10, you are asked
there about various things thatsays happened
and you've given your response to them. I'm just going
to go over the various things that she said. And you'll
remember the warning that Lady Smith gave you at the
beginning, that if something is likely to incriminate
you, you don't need to answer the question.

(Witness nods).

Okay?

Okay.

So at paragraph 46, you say that you can't remember
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anything happening at the farm that you thought was
abuse; is that right?
That's right.
You'll know that said that your older sister hit
the foster children with a slipper.

"She lifted our nightie up and struck us on the bum
in front of [you]."

Can you remember that happening?
No.
Can you remember ever seeing your sister hit one of the
foster children with a slipper?
No.
Is it possible that it happened and you've forgotten?
No.
If we go down to the bottom of this page, page 10 and
paragraph 50, you know that allegations were made
against you I think at the time that the foster children
left the farm; is that right?
I can't remember.
Can you remember what happened that meant that they
left?
No. I don't think so.
Okay. I think we know that at that time made
allegations against your father and also against you.

Can you remember being spoken to the police at that
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time?

Yeah, I can remember.

Okay. So how many times have the police spoken to you
about allegations thathas made?

Just the once, I think.

Just the once, okay. Is it possible that you were
spoken to back in the early 1980s and then you were
spoken to later on, so I think maybe late 1990s?

I have no idea.

You don't know, okay. So you can remember going to
speak to the police about some allegations; is that
right?

I can't remember, honestly.

Okay. You say in your statement that you were taken to
Cupar Police Station.

Yeah.

Can you remember that happening?

I can remember that. But I don't know what year it was.
Okay. Can you remember roughly how old you were at the
time or where you were living at the time?

I can't remember.

Can you remember how you felt about being questioned by
the police?

I just wondered what was going on.

After you'd spoken to the police, what happened? Did
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you have to go to court, can you remember?

No, I don't think so.

You don't think so. You can't remember ever having to
go to court in respect of allegations thatmade?
No. I can't honestly remember that bit.

Okay. Right, I'm going to move on to ask you about some

of the things thatsaid happened to her. At the

top of page 12, she says there that you punched her for
hiding bread. Did you ever punch her?

No.

Can you remember her hiding bread?

I can't remember that.

She says that you would slap her across the head. Did

you do that?
She says that she would be punched on the chest by you?
Did that happen?

She says that you used to call her names. Did you call

her names?

She says that they called her "big nose" and "big
mouth". Can you remember that?

No.
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police weren't involved and it seemed to be dealt with
through the school. Can you remember the headteacher
speaking to you about that?

I can't remember that.

Or your parents speaking to you about that?

I can't, I can't remember that.

And you can't remember it happening at all?

I can't remember it, no.

Is it possible that it happened and you've forgotten?
No.

No, okay.

At paragraph 60,says that she was sexually
abused by you in a spare room in the farmhouse. Did
that happen?

No.

She says that you touched her underneath her clothing.
Did you do that?

No.

And she was made to touch you.

No.

And I think in evidence she said that she had to perform
oral sex on you. Did she --

No.

-- have to do that?

In your response, when you gave your statement to
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had made the allegations, I think she was back in the
house again with all of you and she was told that just
was Jjust making up stories. Can you remember saying
that to her?

No.

Can you remember anybody else in your family saying that
to her?

I can't remember that.

Is it possible that happened and you've forgotten?

No idea.

No idea, okay.

Then at paragraph 64 of your statement, you say,
when you're asked about your general reflections, you
say:

"For a start, people should get their facts right
before they start accusing people."”

Yes.

Can you just explain what you mean by that?

Just what I'm saying.

Okay. So what facts are not right in whatsaid?
Well, none of it's right to me.

Sorry?

None of it's right to me.

None of it's right to you, okay. You say:

"It's as simple as that. A lot of people out there,
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like myself, are getting things like this thrown in
their face after 50 years."

And is that what you feel having to respond to
FCV s allegations is like, it's being thrown in your
face?
Yes.
And you say:

"I think it's all wrong and I'm totally against it."
Yeah.
So are you saying there that you don't think that you
should have to answer to allegations that are made? Or
what 1s it that you mean?
I don't know about that one.
You don't know about that one. So just to repeat again
what you said, you said:

"I think it's all wrong and I'm totally against it."

I'm just wondering if you can explain what you mean
by that.

I don't know. I just think it's all wrong.

MS INNES: Okay. ©Okay. Right, I don't have any more

questions for you. Thank you, 'John'. And there are no

applications, my Lady.

LADY SMITH: Are there any outstanding applications for

guestions of 'John'?

'John', that does complete all the questions we have
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